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CHAP.  IV. 


CONTINUED. 


On  the  6lli  of  June,  llie  day  alter  our  voyasrers  left 
Ulietea,  lliey  saw  laud,  which  Ihey  found  lo  be  a  low 
reef  island,  aboul  four  leagues  in  compass,  and  of  a 
circular  form.  This  was  Howe  Island,  which  had 
been  discovered  by  Captain  Wallis.  Notliinj;^  remark- 
able occurred  from  this  day  to  the  16lh,  when  land  was 
again  seen.  It  was  another  reef  island  ;  and  bein^  a 
new  discovery.  Captain  Cook  gave  it  the  name  of  Pal- 
nierston  Island,  in  honour  of  Lord  Palmerston.  On 
the  120th,  fresh  land  appeared,  which  was  perceived  to 
be  inhabited.  This  induced  our  commander  to  go  on 
shore  with  a  party  of  gentlemen  ;  but  the  natives  were 
found  to  be  tierce  and  unlractable.  All  endeavours  to 
bring  them  to  a  parley  were  to  no  purpose ;  for  they 
came  on  with  the  ferocity  of  wild  boars,  and  instantly 
threw  their  darts.  Two  or  three  muskets  discharged 
in  the  air,  did  not  prevent  one  of  them  from  advancing 
still  farther,  and  throwing  another  dart,  or  rather 
a  spear,  which  passed  close  over  Captain  Cook's 
shoulder.    The  courage  of  this  man  had  nearly  cost 
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liim  his  life.  When  he  threw  his  spear,  he  was  iiol 
live  paces  from  the  captain,  who  had  resolved  to  shoot 
him  for  his  own  preservation.  It  happened,  however, 
that  his  musket  niis?>^d  fire  ;  a  circumstance  on  which 
he  afterwards  reflected  with  pleasure.  When  he  joined 
his  party,  and  tried  his  musket  in  the  air,  it  went  off 
periectly  well.  This  island,  from  the  disposition  and 
oehaviour  of  the  natives,  with  whom  no  intercourse 
could  be  established,  and  from  whom  no  benefit  could 
be  received,  was  called  by  our  commander  SavaLce 
Island.  It  is  about  eleven  leagues  in  circuit;  is  ol  a 
round  form  and  good  height:  and  has  deep  waters 
close  to  its  shores.  Among  ifs  other  disadvantages,  it 
is  not  furnished  with  a  harbour. 

In  pursuing  his  course  to  the  west-south-west,  Cap- 
tain Cook  passed  by  a  number  of  small  islands,  and, 
on  the  26lh,  anchored  on  the  north  side  of  Anamocka, 
or  Rotterdam.     A  Irallic  immediately  commenced  with 
the  natives,  who  brought  what  provisions  they  had, 
being  chiefly  yams   and   shaddocks,    which    they  ex- 
changed  for   nails,   beads,   and    other   small   articles. 
Here,  as  in  many  former  cases,  the  captain  was  put  to 
some  trouble,  on  account  of  the  thievish  disposition 
of  the  inhabitants.     As  they  had  gotten  possession  of 
an  adze  and  two  muskets,  he  found  it  necessary  to 
exert  himself  with  peculiar  vigour,  in  order  to  oblige 
them  to  make  reslilulion.     For  this  purpose,  he  com- 
manded all  the  marines  to  be  armed,  and  sent  onshore; 
and  the  result  of  this  measure  was,  that  the   things 
which  had  been  stolen  were  restored,     in  the  contest, 
Captain  Cook  was  under  the  necessit3'  of  firing  some 
small  shot  at  a  native,  who  had  distinguished  himself 
by  his  resistance.  His  countrymen  afterwards  reported 
that  he  was  dead  ;  but  he  was  oidy  wounded,  and  that 
not   in  a  dangerous  manner.     Though  his  sufferings 
were  the  effects  of  his  own  misbehaviour,  the  captain 
endeavoured  to  soften  them,  by  making  him  a  present, 
and  directing  his  wounds  to  be  dressed  by  the  surgeon 
of  the  ship. 

The  first  time  that  our  commander  landed  at  Ana- 
mocka, an  old  lady  presented  him  with  a  girl,  and 
gave  him  lo  understand^  that  she  was  at  his  service. 
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Miss,  wlio  iiad  previously  Deeii  instniciea,  waniea  a 
spike-nail,  or  a  shir  I,  neither  of  which  he  had  to  ^ive 
her;  and  he  (lattert'd  hiniself,  that,  by  making;  tho  two 
women  sensible  of  his  poverty,  he  should  easily  get 
clear  of  their  importunities.  In  this,  however,  he  was 
mistaken.  The  favours  of  the  youn^j^  lady  were  oiFered 
upon  credit;  and  on  his  declining  the  proposal,  the 
old  woman  began  to  argue  with  him,  and  then  to 
abuse  him.  As  far  as  he  could  collect  from  her  coun- 
tenance and  her  actions,  the  design  of  her  speech  was 
both  to  ridicule  and  reproach  liim,  for  refusing  to 
entertain  so  line  a  young  woman.  Indeed,  the  girl 
was  by  no  means  destitute  of  beauty;  but  Captain 
Cook  found  it  more  easy  to  witiistand  her  allurements 
than  the  abuses  of  the  ancient  matron,  and  therefore 
hastened  into, his  boat. 

While  the  captain  was  on  shore  at  Anamocka,  he 
got  the  names  of  twenty  islands,  which  lie  between  the 
north-west  and  north-east.  Some  of  them  were  in 
sight ;  and  two  of  them,  which  arc  most  to  the  west, 
are  remarkable  on  account  of  their  great  height.  These 
are  Amnllafoa  and  Ogliao.  i'rom  a  continual  column 
of  smoke  which  was  seen  daily  ascending  from  the 
middle  of  Amattafoa,  it  was  judged  that  tlierc  was  a 
volcano  in  that  island.  "* 

Anamocka  was  first  discovered  by  Tasman,  and  by 
him  was  named  ilotterdam.  It  is  of  a  triangular  form, 
and  each  side  extends  al»out  three  and  a  half  or  lour 
miles.  [^Vom  the  north-west  to  the  south  of  the  island, 
round  by  the  east  and  north,  it  is  encompassed  by  a 
number  of  small  isles,  sand-banks,  and  breakers.  An 
end  could  not  be  seen  to  their  extent  to  the  north,  and 
they  may  possibly  reach  as  far  to  the  south  as  Amster- 
dam, or  'i'ongalaboo.  Together  with  Middleburg,  or 
Eaoowe,  and  Pilsart,  these  form  a  group,  containing 
about  three  degree  of  latitude,  and  two  of  longitude. 
To  this  group  Captain  Cook  had  given  the  name  of 
the  Friendly  isles,  or  Archipelago,  from  the  firm  al- 
liance and  friendship  which  seemed  to  subsist  among 
their  iidiabitants,  and  from  their  courteous  behaviour 
to  strangers.  'J'he  same  group  may  perhaps  be  ex- 
tended much  farther,  even  down  tu  Boscavvcn  and 
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KeppeVs  Isles,  which    were  discovered    bj  Caplaio 

Wallis,  and  lie  nearly  in  the  same  meridian. 

Whilst  our  commander  w?^  at  Anamocka,  he  was 
particularly  assiduous  to  prevent  the  introduction  of  a 
certain  disorder.  As  some  of  his  people  brought  with 
them  the  remains  of  this  disease  from  the  Society  Isles, 
he  prohibited  them  from  having  any  female  intercourse; 
and  he  had  reason  to  believe  that  his  endeavours  were 
successful. 

The  productions  of  Rotterdam,  and  the  persons, 
manners,  and  customs  of  its  inhabitants,  are  similar 
to  those  of  Amsterdam.  It  is  not,  however,  equally 
plentiful  in  its  fruits,  nor  is  every  part  of  it  in  so  high 
a  slate  of  cultivation.  Neither  hath  it  arisen  to  the 
same  degree  of  wealth,  with  regard  to  cloth,  matting, 
ornaments,  and  other  articles,  which  constitute  the 
chief  riches  of  the  islanders  of  llie  Southern  Ocean. 

Pursuing  their  course  to  the  west,  our  navigators  dis- 
covered land  on  the  Isl  of  July ;  and,  upon  a  nearer 
approach,  found  it  to  be  a  small  island,  to  which,  on 
account  of  the  number  of  turtle  that  were  seen  upon 
the  coast,  Ca])tain  Cook  gave  the  name  of  Turtle  Isle. 
On  the  Will,  high  land  was  seen  bearing  south-west, 
which  no  one  doubted  to  be  the  Australis  del  ^<spirito 
Santo  of  Quiros,  and  which  is  called  by  M.  de  Bougain- 
ville Ihe  Great  Cyclades.     After  exploring  the  coast 
for  some  days,  the  captain  came  to  an  anchor,  in  a 
harbour  in  the  island  of  Mallicollo.     One  of  his  first 
objects  was  to  commence  a  friendly  intercourse  willi 
the  natives;  bat,  while  he  was  thus  employed,  an  acci- 
dent occurred,  which  threw  all  into  confusion,  though 
in  the  end  it  was  rather  advantageous  than  hurtful  to 
the  English.    A  fellow  in  a  canoe,  having  been  refused 
admittance  into  one  of  our  boats,  bent  his  bow   to 
shoot  a  poisoned  arrow  at  the  boat-keeper.     Some  of 
his  countrymen  having  prevented   his  doing  it  that 
instant,  time  was  given  to  acquaint  our  commander 
with  the  transaction,  who  immediately  ran  upon  deck. 
At  this  minute,  the  Indian  had  directed  his  bow  to 
the  boat-keeper;  but  upon  being  calle<l  to  by  Captain 
Cook,  he  pointed  it  at  him.     Happily,  tlio  captain  had 
a  musket  in  his  hand  loaded  with  small  shot,  and  gave 
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hi  in  llie  contents.  Bj  Ibis,  however,  he  was  only 
staggfered  for  a  moment;  for  he  still  held  his  bow  in 
the  attitude  of  shooting.  A  second  discharge  of  the 
same  nature  made  him  drop  it»  and  obliged  him,  toge- 
ther with  the  other  natives  who  were  in  the  canoe,  to 
paddle  off  with  all  possible  celerity.  At  this  time, 
some  of  the  inhabitants  began  to  shoot  arrows  from 
another  quarter.  A  musket  discharged  in  the  air  had 
no  effect  upon  them  ;  but  no  sooner  was  a  four-pound 
ball  shot  over  their  heads  than  they  fled  in  the  utmost 
confusion. 

A  few  hours  after  these  transactions,  the  English 
put  off  in  two  boats,  and  landed  in  the  face  of  four 
or  five  hundred  people,  who  were  assembled  on  the 
shore;  and  who,  though  they  were  all  arr^ied  with 
bows  and  arrows,  clubs  and  spears,  made  not  the  least 
opposition.  On  the  contrary',  when  they  saw  Captain 
Cook  advance  with  nothing  but  a  green  branch  in  his 
hand,  one  of  them,  who  appeared  to  be  a  chief,  giving 
his  bow  and  arrows  to  another,  met  the  captain  in  the 
water,  bearing  also  a  green  branch.  These  being 
muluall}'  exchanged  in  token  of  friendship,  the  chief 
led  our  commander  to  the  crowd,  to  whom  he  imme- 
diately distributed  presents.  The  marines,  in  the  mean 
time,  were  drawn  up  on  the  beach.  Captain  Cook  then 
acquainted  the  Indians,  b)'  signs,  that  he  wanted  wood; 
and  in  !he  same  manner  permission  was  granted  him  to 
cut  down  the  trees. 

Much  traffic  could  not  be  carried  with  these  people, 
because  they  set  no  value  on  nails,  or  iron  tools,  or, 
indeed,  on  any  articles  which  our  navigators  could 
furnish.  In  such  exchanges  as  they  did  make,  and 
which  were  principally  of  arrows  for  pieces  of  cloth, 
liiey  distinguished  themselves  by  their  honesty.  When 
the  ship  had  began  to  sail  from  the  island,  and  they 
might  easily,  in  consequence  of  their  canoes  dropping 
astern,  have  avoided  delivering  the  things  they  had 
been  paid  for,  they  used  their  utmost  efforts  to  get  up 
with  her,  that  they  might  discharge  their  obligations. 
One  man,  in  particular,  followed  the  Resolution,  a 
considerable  time,  and  did  not  reach  her  till  the  ob- 
ject which  brought  him  was  forgotten.    As  soon  as 
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lie  came  alongside  the  vessel,  lie  held  up  Ihe  thing 
"which  had  been  purchased  ;  and,  Ihoiip^h  several  of  the 
crew  offered  to  buj  it,  he  itisisled  upon  delivering?  it 
to  tlie  person  to  wliom  it  had  been  sold.  That  person, 
iiol  knowing?  him  again,  would  have  given  something 
in  return;  but  this  lie  refnsed,  and  showed  him  what 
he  had  before  received.  There  was  only  a  single  in- 
stance in  which  the  natives  look,  or  even  attempted 
to  take,  any  thing  from  our  voyagers,  by  any  means 
whatever;  and  in  that  casereslilulioii  was  immediately 
made,  without  trouble  and  without  altercation. 

The  inhabitants  of  Mallicollo,  in  general,  are  the 
most  ugly  and  iiI-pro])orlioncd  people  that  Captain 
Cook  had  ever  seen,  and  are  in  every  respect  dilferent 
from  all  the  nations  which  had  been  met  with  in  the 
Southern  Ocean.  TJiey  are  a  very  dark-coloured,  and 
rather  a  diminutive  race,  wilh  long  heads,  flat  faces, 
and  connleiiances  which  have  some  resemblance  to 
that  of  the  monkey.  Their  hair,  which  is  mostly  black 
or  brown,  is  sliort  and  curly;  but  not  altogether  so 
soft  and  woollv  as  that  of  a  ne^rro.  The  diflerence  of 
this  people  from  any  whom  our  commander  had  yet 
visited,  appeared  not  only  in  their  persons  but  their 
language.  Of  about  eighty  words,  which  were  col- 
lected bv  Mr.  Forslcr,  scarce!  v  one  was  found  to  bear 
any  aOinity  to  the  language  sjjoken  in  any  country  or 
island  hitherto  described.  It  was  observed  by  Cap- 
tain Cook,  that  the  natives  could  pronounce  most  of 
the  English  words  with  great  case.  They  had  not  so 
much  as  a  name  for  a  dog,  and  knew  nothing  of  that 
anima! ;  for  which  reason  the  captain  left  them  a  dog 
and  a  bitch  ;  and  as  \\w\  were  very  fond  of  them,  it  was 
highly  probable  that  the  breed  would  be  fostered  and 
increased. 

^ro  the  harbour,  in  which  our  commander  anchored, 
while  he  lay  at  Mallicollo,  he  gave  the  name  of  Port 
Sandwich.  Jt  has  many  advaiitai^es,  with  regard  to 
depth  ol  water,  shelter  Jrom  winds,  and  lying  so  near 
the  shore  as  to  be  a  cover  to  those  of  a  ship's  company, 
"who  may  be  carrying  on  any  necessary  operations  at 
land. 

.    Soon  after  our  navigators  had  gotten  to  sea,  which 
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was  ou  llie  ^d  of  July,  thoy  discovered  three  or  four 
small  islands,  that  before  had  appeared  to  be  coa« 
iiecled.  At  this  time  the  Resolution  was  not  far  from 
the  isle  of  Ambrym,  the  Isle  of  Pcioom,  and  the  Isle  of 
A  pee.  On  the  next  morning^,  several  more  islands 
were  discovered,  lying  off  the  south-east  point  of 
Apee,  and  consIitulin<^  a  group,  which  Captain  Cook 
called  Shepherd's  Isles,  in  honour  of  his  learned  and 
valuable  friend,  Dr.  Shepherd,  Plumian  professor  of 
Astronomy  at  Cambridge.  The  ship  was  this  day  in 
soni(3  danger.  It  suddenly  fell  calm,  and  our  voyagers 
were  left  to  the  mercy  of  the  current,  close  by  the 
isles,  where  no  sounding  could  be  found  with  a  line  of 
a  hundred  and  eiglity  fathoms.  The  lands  or  islands, 
which  lay  around  the  vessel  in  every  direction,  were  so 
nuiiierous,  that  they  could  not  be  counted.  At  this 
crisis  a  breeze  sprung  up,  which  happily  relieved  the 
caplain  and  his  company  from  the  anxiety  the  culm 
had  occasioned. 

Amidst  the  number  of  islands,  that  were  continually 
seen  by  our  navigators,  there  was  only  one  on  which 
no  inhabitants  were  discerned.  This  consisted  chiefly 
of  a  remarkable  peaked  rock,  which  was  only  acces- 
sible to  birds,  and  which  obtained  the  name  of  the 
Monument. 

In  the  farther  course  of  tlie  ship  to  the  southward, 
our  navigators  drew  near  to  certain  lands,  which  they 
found  to  consist  of  one  large  island,  the  southern  and 
western  cxlrenjilies  of  \vhich  extended  beyond  their 
sight.     Three  or  four  smaller  ones  bay  oil*  its  north 
side.     To  the  two  principal  of  these  Captain  Cook 
gave  the  name  of  Montagu  and  Ilinchinbrook;   and 
ll     'arge  island  he  named  Sandwich,  in  honour  of  his 
noble   patron,   the   Karl   of  Sandwich.      This  island, 
which  v/as  spotted  with  woods  and  lawns,  agreeably 
<liversined  over  the  wlioh;  surface,  and  which  had  a 
gentle  slope  from  the  hills  down  to  the  sea-coast,  exhi- 
bited a  most  beautiful  and  delightful  prospect.     'iJie 
examination  of  it  was  not,  however,  so  much  an  object 
with  our  commander,  as  to  proceed  to  the  south,  in 
order  to  find  the  southern  extremity  of  the  Archipe- 
lago. 
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Pursuing  liis  discoveries,  Captain  Cook  came  in 
sight  of  an  island,  which  was  afterwards  known  to  be 
called  by  the  natives  Erroniango.  After  coastinj?  it 
for  three  days,  he  brought  his  vessel  to  anchor  in  a 
bay  there,  on  the  3d  of  August.  The  next  day,  be 
went  with  two  boats  to  examine  the  coast,  and  to  look 
for  a  proper  landing-place,  that  he  might  ol)tain  a 
supply  of  wood  and  water.  At  this  lime,  the  inha- 
bitants began  to  assemble  on  the  shore,  and  by  signs 
to  invite  our  people  to  land.  Their  behaviour  was 
apparently  so  friendly,  that  I  he  captain  was  cliarmed 
with  it;  and  the  only  thing  which  could  give  him  the 
least  suspicion  was,  that  most  of  them  were  armed  \/ilh 
clubs,  spears,  darts,  and  bows  and  arrows.  He  did 
not,  therefore,  remit,  his  vigilance;  but  kept  his  eye 
continually  upon  the  chief,  watching  his  looks,  as  wel! 
as  his  aclionso  It  soon  was  evident,  that  the  inten- 
tions of  the  Indians  were  totally  hostile.  They  made 
a  violent  attempt  to  seize  upon  one  of  the  boats  ;  and 
though,  on  our  comnninder's  pointing  a  musket  at 
them,  they  in  some  measure  desisted,  yet  they  returned 
in  an  instant,  seemingly  determined  to  carry  their  de- 
sign into  execution.  At  the  head  of  the  parly  was  the 
chief;  while  others,  who  could  not  come  at  the  boat, 
stood  behind  with  darts,  stones,  and  bows  and  arrows  in 
band,  ready  to  support  their  countrymen.  As  signs 
and  threats  had  no  eft'ect,  the  safely  of  Captain  Cook 
and  his  people  became  the  only  object  of  considera- 
tion; and  yet  he  was  unwilling  to  fire  on  the  multi- 
tude. He  resolved,  therefore,  to  make  the  chief  alone 
the  victim  of  his  own  treachery,  and  accordingly  aimed 
his  musket  at  him  ;  but  at  this  critical  moment  it 
missed  lire.  This  circumstance  encouraged  the  na- 
tives to  despise  our  weapons,  and  to  show  the  supe- 
riority of  their  own,  by  throwing  stones  and  darts, 
and  by  shooting  arrows.  Hence  it  became  absolutely 
necessary  for  Ihe  captain  to  give  orders  to  his  men  to  fire 
upon  the  assailants.  The  first  discharge  threw  them  into 
confusion;  but  a  second  was  scarcely  sufficient  to  drive 
them  off*  the  beach,  in  conseqi'fjnce  of  this  skirmish, 
four  of  the  Indians  lay,  to  alt  appearance,  dead  on  the 
shore.    However,  two  of  them  were  afterwards  [)er- 
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ceived  lo  crawl  into  the  bushes;  and  it  was  Imppy  for 
these  people,  that  not  half  of  the  muskets  of  the  Kriglish 
would  go  off*,  since  otherwise  many  more  must  have 
fallen.  The  inhabitants  were,  at  lenjs^lh,  so  terrified, 
as  to  make  no  farther  appearance  ;  and  two  oars,  which 
had^  been  lost  in  the  conflict,  were  left  standing  up 
against  the  bushes. 

It  was  observed  of  these  islanders,  that  they  seemed 
of  a  different  race  from  those  of  Mallicolio,  and  that 
they  spoke  a  different  language.  They  are  of  a  middle 
size;  with  a  good  shape  and  tolerable  features.  Their 
colour  is  very  dark  ;  and  their  aspect  is  not  mended 
by  a  custom  they  have  of  painting  their  faces,  some 
with  a  black,  and  others  with  a  red  pigment.  As  to 
their  hair,  it  is  curly  and  crisp,  and  somewhat  woolly. 
TJie  few  women  who  were  seen,  and  who  appeared  to 
be  ugly,  wore  a  kind  of  petticoat,  made  either  of  palm 
leaves,  or  of  a  plant  similar  in  its  nature;  but  the 
men,  like  those  of  Mallicollo^  were  almost  entirely 
naked.  On  account  of  the  treacherous  behaviour  of 
the  inhabitants  of  Erroinango,  Captain  Cook  called  a 

I)romontory,  or  peninsula,  near  which  the  skirmish 
lappened.  Traitor^ s  Head, 

From  this  place  the  captain  sailed  for  au  island 
which  had  been  discovered  before,  at  a  distance,  and 
at  which,  on  account  of  his  wanting  a  large  quantity 
of  wood  and  water,  he  was  resolved  to  make  some 
stay.  At  first  the  natives  were  disposed  to  be  very 
hostile;  but  our  commander,  with  equal  wisdom  ana 
iiumanil}',  coni rived  to  terrify  them,  without  danger 
to  their  lives.  This  was  principally  effected  by  firing 
a  few  great  guns,  at  which  they  were  so  much  alarmed, 
as  afterwards  to  be  brought  to  tolerable  order.  Among 
these  islanders,  many  were  inclined  to  be  on  friendly 
terms  with  our  navigators,  and  especially  the  old  peo- 
ple; whilst  most  of  the  younger  were  daring  and  inso- 
lent, and  obliged  the  English  to  keep  to  their  arms. 
It  was  natural  enough,  that  age  should  be  prudent  and 
cautious,  and  youth  bold  and  impetuous;  and  yet  this 
ditttinction,  with  regard  to  the  behaviourof  the  various 
nations  which  had  been  visited  by  Captain  Cook^  hud 
not  occurred  before. 
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The  island,  where  llie  ca|)laiii  now  stayed,  was 
found,  upon  inquiry,  (o  be  callod,  by  the  inhabitants, 
Tanna;  and  (hn-e  others  in  its  neighbourhood,  and 
which  could  be  seen  from  it,  were  dislinguislied  by 
the  names  ot*  Ininicr,  Erronan  or  Footoona,  and  Anna- 
toin. 

From  sucli  inforni.ilion  of  the  natives,  as  our  com- 
mander could  see  no  reason  to  doubt,  it  appeared,  that 
circumcision  was  practised  anions  tliein,  and  that  they 
were  eaters  of  human  ilesli.  Concerning  the  latter 
subject,  he  should  never  have  thou^yht  of  asking  them 
a  single  question,  if  ihey  had  not  introduced  it  them- 
selves, by  inquiring  whether  the  English  liad  the  same 
custom.  It  hath  been  argued,  that  necessity  alone 
could  be  the  origin  of  this  horrid  practice.  But  as 
the  people  of  Tanna  are  ])ossessed  of  fine  pork  and 
fowls,  together  with  an  abundance  of  roots  and  fruits, 
the  plea  of  necessity  cannot  be  urged  in  their  l>ehalf. 
In  fact,  no  instance  was  seen  of  their  eating  human 
flesh;  and,  therefore,  there  might,  perhaps,  be  some 
reason  to  hesitate,  in  pronouncing  them  to  be  canni- 
bals. 

By  degrees  the  inhabitants  grew  so  courteous  and 
civil,  as  to  permit  the  English  gentlemen  to  ramble 
about  in  the  skirts  of  the  woods,  and  to  shoot  in  them, 
without  ailording  them  the  least  molestation,  or  show- 
ing any  dislike.  One  day,  some  boys  of  the  island 
having  gotten  behind  thickets,  and  thrown  two  or 
three  stones  at  our  people,  who  were  cutting  wood, 
they  were  fired  at  by  the  petty  t)llicers  on  duly.  Cap- 
tain Cook,  who  was  then  on  shore,  was  alarmed  at  the 
report  of  the  muskets;  and,  when  he  was  informed  of 
ilie  cause,  was  much  displeased,  that  so  wanton  an  use 
should  be  made  of  our  lire-arms.  Proper  measures 
were  taken  by  him  to  prevent  such  conduct  for  the 
future. 

In  the  island  of  'J\inna  was  a  volcano,  which  some- 
times made  a  dreadful  noise,  and,  at  each  explosion, 
which  happened  every  three  or  four  minutes,  threw  up 
Are  and  smoke  in  prodigious  columns.  At  one  time, 
great  stones  were  seen  high  in  the  air.  At  the  foot  of 
the  hill  were  several  hot  springs;  and  on  the  side  of  it 
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Mr.  Forslcr  found  some  ])laoe8  whence  smoke  of  a 
sulphureous  smell  issued,  thront^li  cracks  or  fissures 
of  llie  earth.  A  Ihermometer,  that  was  placed  in  a 
little  hole  made  in  one  of  them,  and  which  in  the  open 
air  stood  only  at  eighty,  rose  to  a  hundred  and  seventy. 
In  another  instance,  the  mercury  rose  to  a  hundred 
and  ninety-one.  Our  commander,  bein^  desirous  of 
getting  a  near  and  good  view  of  the  volcano,  set  out 
with  a  party  for  that  purpose.  But  the  gentlemen  met 
with  so  many  obstructions  from  the  inhubilants,  who 
were  jealous  of  their  penetrating  far  into  the  country, 
that  they  thought  proper  to  return. 

It  is  observaljle,  with  respect  to  the  volcano  of 
Tanna,  that  it  is  not  on  the  ridge  of  the  hill  to  which 
it  belongs,  but  on  i(s  side.  Nor  is  that  hill  liie  liighest 
in  the  country,  for  there  are  others  near  it  of  more 
than  double  its  height.  11  was  in  moist  and  wet  wea- 
ther that  the  volcano  was  most  \  ioionl. 

Wh(^n  our  commander  was  ready  to  sail  from  Tanna, 
an  event  happened,  which  gave  him  much  concern, 
tlust  as  our  jjeople  were  getting  some  logs  into  the 
boat,  four  or  five  of  the  natives  stepped  forward  to  see 
what  they  were  doing.  Jn  consequence  of  the  Indians 
nut  being  allowed  to  come  within  certain  limits,  the 
sentinel  ordered  Iheni  buck,  upon  which  they  readily 
coni))lied.  At  this  time,  Capiuin  Cook,  who  had  his 
eyes  fixed  upon  them,  observed  the  sentry  present  his 
piece  to  the  men.  The  captain  was  going  to  reprove 
him  for  this  action,  when,  lo  his  inexpressible  astonish- 
ment, the  sentry  fired.  An  attack,  so  causeless  and 
extraordinary,  naturally  threw  the  natives  into  great 
confusion.  Most  of  them  (Itcl,  and  it  was  with  diffi- 
culty that  our  commander  could  prevail  upon  a  few  of 
Ihem  to  remain.  As  they  ran  off,  he  perceived  one  of 
Ihem  lo  fall,  who  was  immedialely  lifted  up  by  two 
others,  who  look  him  into  the  water,  washed  his 
wound,  and  then  led  him  oiY.  The  wounded  person 
not  being  car.  ied  far,  Captain  Cook  sent  for  the  sur- 
geon of  the  ship,  ami  accompanied  him  to  the  man, 
whom  they  found  expiring.  The  rascal  that  had  fired 
pretended,  that  an  Indian  had  laid  an  arrow  across 
his  bow,  and  was  going  to  shoot  at  him^  so  that  he 
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apprehended  liimseH'  lo  be  in  dans:er.  This,  howorcr, 
uas  no  more  Ihan  what  the  islanders  had  always  done, 
lo  sIjow  that  I  hey  were  armed  as  well  as  our  voya^jers. 
What  rendered  I  he  present  incident  the  more  nnfor- 
lunatc  was,  that  it  was  not  the  man  who  bent  the  bow, 
but  one  who  stood  near  him,  that  was  shot  by  the 
sentry. 

The  hail)onr  where  the  eaptain  anchored,  dnrin^ 
his  slay  at  Tanna,  was  called  by  Jiim  Port  Resolution, 
alter  the  name  of  the  ship,  she  being  the  first  vessel  by 
which  it  was  ever  eniered.  It  is  no  more  than  a  little 
creek,  three  quarters  of  a  mile  in  length,  and  about 
half  that  space  in  brradlb.  No  place  can  exceed  it  in 
its  convenience  for  taking  in  wood  and  water,  which 
are  both  close  to  the  shore.  The  inhabitant  of  the 
island,  with  whom  our  commander  had  the  most  fre- 
quent and  friendly  connexions,  was  named  Paowaug. 

Very  little  trade  could  be  carried  on  with  the  people 
of  Tanna.  They  liad  not  the  least  knowledge  of  iron  ; 
and  consequently  nails,  tools,  and  other  articles  made 
of  that  metal,  and  which  are  so  greedily  sought  for  in 
the  more  eastern  isles,  were  here  of  no  consideration. 
Cloth  could  be  of  no  service  to  persons  who  go  naked. 

Among  the  productions  of  the  island,  there  is  reason 
to  believe  that  the  nulmeg-lree  might  be  mentioned. 
This  is  collected  from  the  cirennislance  of  Mr.  Fors- 
ter's  having  shot  a  pigeon,  in  the  craw  of  which  a 
wild  nutmeg  was  discovered.  However,  though  he 
took  some  pains  to  find  the  tree,  his  endeavours  wero 
not  attended  with  sueeess. 

It  was  at  first  thought  by  our  navigators,  that  the 
inhabitants  of  Tafina  we»e  a  race  between  the  natives 
of  the  Friendly  Islands  and  those  of  Mallicullo ;  but 
by  a  short  acquaintance  with  them  they  were  con- 
vinced, tliat  they  had  little  or  no  affinity  to  either, 
excepting  in  their  hair.  Some  few  men,  women,  and 
children,  were  seen,  whose  hair  resembled  that  of  the 
English.  With  regard,  however,  to  these  persons,  it  was 
obvious,  that  they  were  of  another  nation  j  and  it  was 
understood  that  they  came  from  Erronan.  Two  lan- 
guages were  found  to  be  spoken  in  'i'anna.  One  of 
them,  which  appeared  lo  have  been  introduced  from 
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Erronan,  is  nearly,  if  not  exuclly,  the  same  with  that 
of  the  Friendly  Islands.  The  olher,  which  is  the  pro- 
per language  of  the  country,  and  which  is  judged  to 
be  peculiar  to  Tanna,  Krroniango,  and  Annatom,  is 
dilfcrcnt  from  any  that  had  hitherto  been  met  with  by 
our  voyagers. 

The  people  of  Tanna,  are  of  the  middle  size,  and 
for  the  most  part  slender.  There  are  few  lall  or  stout 
men  among  them.  In  general,  they  have  good  features 
and  agreeable  countenances.  Like  ail  the  tropical 
race,  they  are  active  and  nimble  ;  and  seem  to  excel  in 
the  use  of  arms,  but  not  to  be  fond  of  labour.  With 
respect  to  the  management  of  their  weapons,  Mr. 
Wales  hath  made  an  observation  so  honourable  to 
Homer,  that  were  I  to  omit  it,  I  should  not  be  for* 
given  by  my  classical  readers.  "  1  must  confess," 
savs  Mr.  Wales,  "  1  have  often  been  led  to  think  the 
feats  which  Homer  represents  his  heroes  as  performing 
with  their  spears,  a  little  too  much  of  the  marvellous 
to  bo  admitted  into  an  heroic  poem  ;  1  mean  when  con- 
fined within  the  strait  stays  of  Aristotle.  Nay,  even  so 
great  an  advocate  for  him  as  Mr.  Pope,  acknowledo^es 
them  to  be  surprising.  But  since  I  have  seen  what 
these  people  can  do  with  their  wooden  spears,  and 
them  badly  pointed,  and  not  of  a  hard  nature,  1  have 
not  the  least  exception  to  any  one  passage  in  that 
great  poet  on  this  account.  But  if  I  see  fewer  excep- 
tions, I  cau  iind  infinitely  more  beauties  in  him  ;  as  he 
has,  I  think,  scarcely  an  action,  circumstance,  or  de- 
scripliou  of  any  kind  whatever,  relating  to  a  spear, 
which  I  have  not  seen  and  recognized  among  these 
people;  as,  their  whirling  motion,  and  whistling  noise, 
as  they  fly ;  their  quivering  motion,  as  they  stick  iu 
the  ground  when  they  fall ;  their  meditating  their  aim, 
when  they  are  going  to  throw  ;  and  their  shaking  Ihein 
in  their  hand,  as  they  go  along.'' 

On  the  20th  of  August,  Captain  Cook  sailed  from 
Tanna,  and  employed  ail  the  remainder  of  the  month 
iu  a  farther  examination  of  the  islands  around  him. 
He  had  now  finished  his  survey  of  the  whole  Archi- 
pelago, and  had  gained  a  knowledge  it,  infinitely  supe- 
rior to   what  had  ever   been  attained   before.     The 
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iiorlhcrn  islands  of  iliis  Archipdaj^o  wore  firsl  dis- 
covered ill  l(iO(i,  l)V  tiial  cminont  llavl^^1lor  Quiros, 
who  considered  Iheiii  as  part  of  Iho  sunllierii  conti- 
nent, whieh,  at  that  lime,  and  till  very  lale^>,  was 
supposed  to  exist.  M.  do  IJoiiijainville  waj*  the  next 
person  l>y  whom  they  wore  visiled,  in  17()8.  This 
gentleman,  however,  besides  landinjj  in  the  Isle  of 
Lepers,  only  made  {\w  diseovery,  that  the  efuintry 
was  not  connected,  Init  composed  of  islands,  which  ho 
called  the  Great  Cvcrlados.  Captain  Cook,  besides  as- 
certainincr  the  situali»)n  and  extent  of  these  islands, 
added  to  Ihem  several  new  ones,  which  had  hitherlo 
been  unknown,  and  explored  the  whole.  He  thonjrjii, 
therefore,  that  he  ha<l  obtained  a  ripfht  to  name  Ihem  ; 
and  accordinflfly  he  beslowed  upon  them  the  appella- 
tion of  Iho  New  HehrhU's.  His  lille  to  this  honour 
will  not  be  disputed  in  any  part  of  Kurope,  and  cer- 
tainly not  by  so  enliglilened  and  liberal  a  people  as  the 
French  nation. 

The  season  of  the  year  now  rendered  it  necessary 
for  our  commander  lo  return  to  the  south,  while  he 
bad  yet  some  time  to  explore  any  land  he  mifi^ht  meet 
with  between  the  New  llebridt's  and  New  Zealand ; 
at  which  last  place  ho  intended  to  touch,  that  ho  nti^ht 
refresh  his  people,  ami  renew  his  stock  of  wood  and 
water  for  another  southern  course.     With  this  view, 
be  sailed  on  the  1st  of  September,  and  on  the  4lh  land 
was  discovered  ;  in  a  harbour  belonirinjj  to  which  the 
Resolution  came  to  an  anchor  I  Ik?  next  day.     The  de- 
sign of  Captain  Cook  was  not  only  to  visit  the  conn- 
try,  but  to  have  an  opportunity  of  observini;  an  eclipse 
of  the  sun,  which  was  soon  lo  happen.    An  interctuirso 
immediately  commenced   with   the  inhabitants,   who, 
during  the  whole  of  the  captain's  stay,  behaved  in  a 
very  civil  and  friendly  manner.     In  return,  he  was 
solicitous  to  render  them  every  service  in  bis  power. 
To  Teabooma  the  chief,  he  sent,  among  other  articles, 
a  dog  and  a  bitch,  both  young,  but  nearly  full  grown. 
It  was  some  time  before  Teabooma  could  believe  that 
the  two  animals  were  intended  for  him  ;  but  when  he 
was  convinced  of  it,  he  was  lost  in  an  excess  of  joy. 
Another,  and  still  more  valuable  present,  was  that  of  a 
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3'uiiii|i;  bonr  and  sow;  wliicli,  on  account  of  the  ab- 
s«nc5e  of  llie  chief  when  Ihey  were  l>roughl  to  land, 
were  received  with  great  hesitation  and  eereinony. 

The  last  time  that  onr  connnander  went  on  shore  at 
this  |)lnce,  he  ordered  an  inscription  to  l)e  cnt  on  a 
lar^e  tree,  scttiji;;  forlli  the  naiiu;  of  the  ship,  the  date 
nf  the  year,  and  Other  (circumstances,  which  testified 
that  the  r]n(;lish  wer(5  the  lirst  discoverers  of  the  conn- 
Iry.  This  he  had  before  done,  wlierever  such  a  cere- 
mony seemed  ifecessary.  iJow  the  island  was  called 
by  tlie  natives,  our  voya<;ers  could  never  learn :  and, 
therefore,  Captain  (Jook  sj^ave  it  the  name  of  Now 
(>aiedonia.  Tlie  inhabitants  are  slrons^,  robust,  active, 
and  well  made.  With  rejj^ard  to  the  ori«i;in  of  the 
nation,  liie  captaiti  judged  I  hem  to  be  a  race  between 
the  people  of  'I  anna  and  I  lie  Friemlly  Isles;  or  be- 
tween those  of  Tanna  and  the  N<;w  Zealanders;  or  all 
three.  Their  language  is  in  some  respects  a  mixture 
of  them  all.  In  their  disposilioti  Ihey  are  courteous 
and  obliging;  and  they  are  not  in  the  least  addicted 
to  pilfering,  which  is  more  than  can  be  asserted  con- 
cerning any  other  nation  in  this  sea. 

The  women  of  New  Caledonia,  and  those  likewise 
of  Tanna,  were  found  to  be  much  chaster  than  the 
females  of  the  more  eastern  islands.  Our  commander 
never  heard  that  the  least  favour  was  obtained  from 
them  by  any  one  of  his  company.  Sometimes,  indeed, 
the  women  would  exercise  a  little  coquetry,  but  they 
went  no  farther. 

The  botanists  of  the  ship  did  not  here  complain  for 
want  of  employment.  Tiiey  were  diligent  in  their 
researches,  and  their  labours  were  amply  rewarded. 
Every  day  brought  some  new  accession  to  botanical 
knowledge,  or  that  of  other  branches  of  natural  his- 
tory. 

Every  thing  being  ready  to  put  to  sea,  Captain  Cook 
weighed  anchor  on  the  i3lh  of  September,  with  the 
purpose  of  examining  the  coast  of  New  Caledonia. 
In  pursuing  this  object,  by  which  he  was  enabled  to 
add  greatly  to  nautical  and  geographical  knowledge, 
the  Resolution  was  more  than  once  in  danger  of  being 
lost  J  and  particularly,  in  the  night  of  the  28lh  of  the 
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monlh,  she  hn«l  a  narrow  escape.  Our  navijjalors, 
on  this  occasion,  were  much  alarmed  ;  and  da>-light 
showed  that  Iheir  fea«-s  had  not  been  ill  founded.  In- 
deed, breakers  had  been  conlinually  under  their  lee, 
and  at  a  small  dislance  from  them  ;  so  that  they  were 
in  Ihe  most  imuiinenl  danjjer.  •'  We  owed  our  safely," 
says  the  captain,  '*  to  the  interposilion  of  Pnn  idence, 
a  good  look-out,  and  the  very  brisk  manner  in  which 
the  ship  was  managed." 

Onr  coMimander  now  began  to  be  tired  of  a  coast 
wliich  he  could  no  longer  explore  but  at  the  risk  of 
losing  the  vessel,  and  ruining  the  whole  voyage.  He 
determined,  however,  not  to  leave  it,  till  he  knew  of 
what  kind  some  groves  of  trees  W(  re,  which,  by  their 
uncommon  appearance,  had  occasioned  much  specu- 
lation, and  had  been  mistaken,  by  several  of  the  gen- 
tlemen, for  bisaltes.  Captain  Cook  was  the  more  soli- 
citous to  ascertain  the  point,  as  these  trees  appeared  to 
be  of  a  sort,  which  might  be  useful  to  shipping,  and 
had  not  been  seen  any  where,  but  in  the  southern  parts 
of  New  Caledonia.  They  proved  to  be  a  species  of 
spruce  pine,  very  proper  for  spars^  which  were  then 
wanted.  The  discovery  was  valuable,  as,  excepting 
New  Zealand,  there  was  not  an  island  known,  in  the 
South  Pacific  Ocean,  where  the  ship  could  sitpply  her- 
self with  a  mast  or  yard,  to  whatever  distress  she 
might  be  reduced.  It  was  the  opinion  of  the  car- 
penter of  the  Resolution,  who  was  a  mast-maker  as 
v/ell  as  a  siiipwright,  that  very  good  masts  might  !>e 
made  from  the  trees  in  question.  The  wood  of  them, 
which  is  white,  close-grained,  topgh,  and  light,  is  well 
adapted  to  that  purpose.  One  of  tiie  small  islands 
where  the  trees  were  found,  was  called  by  the  captain 
the  Isle  of  Pines.  To  another,  on  account  of  its  allbrd- 
ing  suflicient  employment  to  (he  botanists,  during  the 
little  lime  they  staged  upon  it,  he  gave  the  name  of 
Botany  Isle. 

Captain  Cook  now  look  into  serious  consideration 
what  was  farther  to  be  done.  He  had  pretty  well 
determined  the  extent  of  the  south-west  coast  of  New 
Caledonia,  and  would  gladly  have  proceeded  to  a  mora 
accurate  survey  of  ihe  whole,  had  he  not  been  do- 
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tcrred,  not  only  by  the  dangers  he  must  encounter, 
but  bj  the  time  required  fur  tlie  undertaking;;,  and 
which  he  could  not  possibly  spare.  Indeed,  when  he 
considered  the  vast  ocean  he  had  to  explore  to  the 
south;  the  state  and  condition  of  the  ship;  the  near 
approach  of  summer ;  and  that  any  material  acci- 
di'iit  might  detain  him  in  this  sea  even  for  another 
year,  he  did  not  think  it  advisable  to  make  New  Cale- 
dunia  any  lon<;er  the  object  of  his  attention.  But 
though  he  was  thus  obliged,  by  necessity,  for  the  first 
time,  to  leave  a  coast  which  he  had  discovered,  before 
it  was  fully  snrvej'cd,  he  did  not  quit  it  till  he  had 
ascertained  the  extent  of  the  country,  and  proved, 
that,  excepting  New  Zealand,  it  was  perhaps  the  largest 
island  in  the  South  Pacific  Ocean. 

As  the  Resolution  pursued  her  course  from  New 
Caledonia,  land  was  discovered,  which,  on  a  nearer 
approach,  was  found  to  be  an  island  of  good  height, 
and  live  leagues  in  circuit.  Captain  Cook  named  it 
Norfolk  J«»le,  in  honour  of  the  noble  family  of  How- 
ard. It  .vas  uninhabited  ;  and  the  first  persons  that 
ever  set  foot  on  it  were  unquestionably  our  English 
navigators.  Various  trees  and  plants  were  observed 
that  are  common  at  New  Zealand;  and,  in  particular, 
the  alax  plant,  which  is  rather  more  luxuriant  here 
than  ill  any  part  of  that  country.  The  chief  produce 
of  the  island  is  a  kind  of  spruce  pine,  exceedingly 
straight  and  iail,  which  grows  in  great  abundance. 
Such  is  the  size  of  many  of  the  trees,  that,  breast  high, 
tliey  are  as  thick  as  Iwo  men  can  fathom.  Among  the 
vegetables  of  the  place,  the  palm-cabbage  afforded 
bulii  a  wholesome  and  palatable  refreshment;  and, 
indeed,  proved  the  most  agreeable  repast  that  our  peo- 
ple had  for  a  considerable  time  enjoyed.  In  addition 
to  this  gratificution,  they  had  the  pleasure  of  procuring 
some  excellent  fish. 

From  Norfolk  Isle,  our  commander  steered  for  New 
Zealand,  it  being  his  intention  to  touch  at  Queen 
Cliurlotte's  Sound,  that  he  might  refresh  his  crew,  and 
put  the  ship  in  a  condition  to  encounter  the  southern 
latitudes.  On  the  18lh  of  October,  he  anchored  before 
Ship  Cove  in  that  sound;  and  the  first  thing  he  did, 
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after  landiriflf,  was  to  look  for  the  boUle  he  Iiad  left 
on  the  shore,  in  which  was  a  memorandum.  It  was 
taken  away;  and  it  soon  appeared,  from  indubitable 
circumslances,  that  tlie  Advenlme  had  been  in  the 
cove  after  it  was  quilted  by  the  Resolution. 

Upon  visiting  the  jjardens  which  had  been  formed  at 
Motiiara,  they  were  found  almost  in  a  slate  of  nature, 
having   been    wholly   neglected    by   ilie    inhabitants. 
Many,  however,  of  the  articles  were  in  a  flourishing' 
condition,  and  showed   how  well  they  liked  the  soil 
in  which  they  were  planted.     It  was  several  days  be- 
fore any  of  the  natives  made  their  appearance ;  but  when 
they  did  so,  and   recognised   Caplain   Cook  and   his 
friends,  joy  succeeded  to  fear,     'i'liey  hurried  in  num- 
bers out   of  tlie  woods,  and    embraced   the   English 
over  and  over  asfain,  leaping  and  skipping"  about  like 
madmen.     Amidst  all  this  extravagance  of  joy,  they 
were  careful  to  preserve  the  houour  of  their  females; 
for  they  would  not  permit  some  women,  who  were 
seen  at  a  distance,  to  come  near   our   people.     The 
captain's  whole  inlercourse  with  the  New  Zealanders, 
during  this  his  third  visit  to  Queen  Cliarlotle's  Sound, 
was  peaceable  and  IViendly;  and  one  of  them,  a  ma?' 
apparently  of  consequence,  whose  name  was  Pedro, 
presented  him   with  a   slafl'  of  Jionour,   such    as  the 
chiefs   generally  carry,      in   return,    our   commander 
dressed    Pedro,  who  had   a   fine  j)ersoM,  and  a  good 
presence,  in  a  suit  of  old  clothes,  ol'  whicii  he  was  not 
a  little  proud. 

Caplain  Cook  still  co)itinued  his  solicitude  to  slock 

the  island  wilh  useful   animals;    and  accordingly,  in 

addition   to  what  he  had  formerly  done,  he  ordered 

two  pigs,  a  boar  and  sow,  lo  be  p\it  on  shore.     There 

was  reason   to  believe,   that  some  of  the  cocks  and 

hens  which  had  formerly  been  left  here  still  existed. 

None  of  li.ent,  indeed,   were  seen;    but  a  hen's  en-o- 

was  found,  which  had  not  long  been  laid. 

^  Mr.  Wales  had  now  an  o|)portunity  of  complelin;; 

his   observations   with    regard    to   (^ueen    Cliarlotle's 

Sound,  so  as  to  ascertain  its  latitude  and  longitude 

with  the  utmost  accuracy.     In  the  captain's  former 

voyage  there  had  been  an  error  in  this  respect.     Such 
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were  Mr.  Wales's  abilities  and  assiduity,  that  tho 
same  correctness  was  maintained  by  him,  in  deter- 
mining tlie  situations  of  all  the  other  places  which 
were  visited  by  our  navigators. 

On  the  lOlli  of  November,  Captain  Cook  took  his 
departure  from  New  Zealand,  in  farther  pursuit  of  his 
great  object,  the  deternunation  of  the  question  con- 
cerning the  existence  of  a  southern  continent.  Hav- 
ing sailed,  till  the  27tli,  in  diftorcut  degrees  of  lati- 
iMde,  extending  from  43  to  53°  48'  south,  he  gave  up 
ail  hopes  of  finding  any  more  land  in  this  ocean.  He 
came,  therefore,  to  the  resolution  of  steering  directly 
for  the  west  entrance  of  the  Straits  of  iMai^falhaens, 
with  a  view  of  coasting  the  south  side  of  Terra  del 
Fuego,  round  Cape  Horn,  to  the  Strait  Le  JNlaire.  As 
the  world  had  hitherto  obtained  but  a  very  imperfect 
knowledge  of  this  shore,  the  captain  thought  that  the 
full  survey  of  it  would  be  more  advantageous,  both  to 
navigation  and  geograpi^y,  than  any  thing  he  could 
expect  to  hnd  in  a  higher  latitude. 

in  the  prosecution  of  his  voyage,  our  commander, 
on  the  17th  of  December,  reached  the  west  coast  of 
'J'erra  del  Fuego;  and  having  continued  to  range  it 
till  the  20lh,  he  came  to  an  anchor  in  a  place  to  which 
he  afterwards  gave  the  name  of  Christmas  Sound. 
'I'hrough  the  whole  course  of  his  various  navigations, 
lie  had  never  seen  so  desolate  a  coast.  It  seems  to 
be  entirely  composed  of  rocky  mountains,  without  the 
least  appearance  of  vegetation.  These  mountains  ter- 
minate in  horrible  precipices,  the  craggy  summits  of 
which  spire  up  to  a  vast  height;  so  that  scarcely  any 
tiling  in  nature  can  appear  with  a  more  barren  and 
savage  aspect,  than  the  whole  of  the  country. 

The  run  which  Captain  Cook  had  nic'ide  directly 
across  the  ocean  in  a  high  southern  latitude,  was  be- 
lieved by  him  to  be  the  first  of  the  kind  that  had  ever 
hf^cn  carried  into  execution.  He  was,  therefore,  some- 
u  liat  particular  in  remarking  every  circumstance  which 
seemed  to  be  in  the  least  material.  However,  he  could 
not  but  observe,  that  he  had  never  made  a  passage  any 
where,  of  such  length,  or  even  of  a  much  shorter  ex- 
tent, in  which  so  few  things  occurred,  thai  were  of  an 


20  CAPTAIN  cook's 

iiileresliiiiir  nature.  Excepting  the  variation  of  the 
compass,  he  knew  of  noUiiiitr  else  that  was  worthy  of 
notice.  The  captain  had  now  done  with  the  Southern 
l'acifi(5  Ocean  ;  and  he  had  explored  it  in  such  a  man- 
ner, that  it  would  be  inipossihie  for  any  one  to  think 
t!»at  more  could  ]>e  performed  in  a  sinj^le  vojage, 
towards  obtaining  that  end,  than  had  actuiilly  been 
accomplished. 

Barren  and  dreary  as  the  land  is  about  Christmas 
Sound,  it  was  not  wholly  deslilule  of  some  accommo- 
dations, which  could  not  fail  of  being  agreeable  to  our 
navigators.  Near  every  Jjarbour  they  found  fresh 
water  and  wood  for  fuel.  The  country  abounds  like- 
wise with  wild  fowl,  and  ]>a» li(  ularly  with  geese;  which 
afforded  a  refreshmtnt  to  the  whole  cr(jw,  that  was 
the  more  acceptable  on  account  of  the  approaching 
festival.  Had  fu>l  Piovidence  thus  happily  provided 
for  them,  their  Christmas  cheer  must  have  been  salt 
beef  and  pork.  Some  Madeira  wine,  the  only  article 
of  provision  that  was  mended  by  keeping,  was  still 
left.  Tliis,  in  conjunction  with  the  geese,  which  were 
cooked  in  every  variety  of  method,  enabled  our  people 
to  celebrate  Christmas  as  cheerfully,  as  perhaps  was 
done  by  their  friends  in  England. 

'J'he  inhabitants  of  Terra  del  Fuego,  Captain  Cook 
found  to  be  of  the  same  nation  that  he  had  formerly 
seen  in  Success  Hay ;  and  the  same  whom  M.  de  Bou- 
gainville has  distinguished  by  the  name  of  Pecharas. 
They  are  a  little,  ugly,  half-starved  beardless  race,  and 
go  almost  naked.  It  is  their  own  fault  that  they  are 
not  better  clothed^  nature  having  furnished  them  with 
ample  materials  for  that  purpose.  By  lining  their  seal- 
skin cloaks  with  the  skins  and  feathers  of  aquatic  birds; 
by  making  the  cloaks  themselves  larger  ;  and  by  ap- 
plying the  same  materials  lodiflerent  parts  of  clothing, 
they  might  render  their  dress  much  more  warm  and 
comfortable.  But  while  they  are  doomed  to  exist  in 
oue  of  the  most  inhospitable  climates  in  the  globe, 
they  have  not  sagacity  enough  to  avail  themselves  of 
those  means  of  adding  to  the  conveniences  of  life, 
which  Providence  has  put  into  their  power.  In  short, 
tiie  captain,  after  having  been  a  witness  to  su  many 
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varieties  of  ilie  human  race,  iialli  prononnccci,  that,  of 
all  the  nations  he  had  seen,  the  Pecharas  are  the  most 
wretched. 

Notwithstanding^  the  barrenness  of  the  country,  it 
abounds  with  a  variety  of  unknown  plants,  and  gave 
sufficient  employment  to  the  botanists  of  the  Resolu- 
tion. "Almost  every  plant,"  says  xMr.  Forster,  **  which 
we  gathered"  on  the  rocks,  *♦  was  new  to  us,  and  some 
species  were  remarkable  for  the  beauty  of  their  flowers, 
or  their  smell/' 

On  the  28th  of  December,  our  commander  sailed 
from  Christmas  Sound,  and  proceeded  on  his  voyage, 
round  Cape  Horn,  through  Strait  le  Maire,  to  Slalen 
Laud.  This  famous  Cape  was  passed  by  him  on  the 
next  day,  when  he  entered  the  Southern  Atlantic 
Ocean.  In  some  charts,  Cape  Horn  is  laid  down  as 
belonging  to  a  small  island;  but  this  was  neither  con- 
firmed, nor  could  it  be  contradicted  by  our  navigators ; 
for  several  breakers  appeared  in  the  coast,  both  to  the 
east  and  west  of  it,  and  the  hazy  weather  rendered 
every  object  very  indistinct.  Though  the  summits  of 
some  of  the  hills  were  rocky,  the  sides  and  valleys 
seemed  covered  with  a  green  turf,  and  wooded  in  tufrs. 

In  ranging  Stat.en  Island,  a  good  port  was  found, 
situated  three  leagues  to  the  westward  of  St.  John, 
and  in  a  northern  direction.  Upon  account  of  the 
day  on  which  the  discovery  of  this  port  was  made, 
(being  the  1st  of  January)  Captain  Cook  gave  it  the 
name  of  New  Year's  Harbour.  The  knowledge  of  it 
may  be  of  service  to  future  navigators.  Indeed,  it 
would  be  more  convenient  for  ships  bound  to  the  west, 
or  round  Cape  Horn,  if  its  situation  would  permit 
them  to  put  to  sea  with  an  easterly  and  northerly 
wind.  But  this  inconvenience  is  not  of  great  conse- 
quence, since  these  winds  are  seldom  known  to  be  of 
long  duration.  The  captain,  however,  has  declared, 
that  if  he  were  on  a  voyage  round  Cape  Horn  to  the 
west,  and  not  in  want  of  wood  or  water,  or  any  other 
thing  wiiich  might  make  it  necessary  to  put  into  port, 
he  would  not  approach  the  land  at  all.  By  keeping 
out  at  sea,  the  currents  would  be  avoided,  which,  he 
was  satisfied,  would  lose  their  force  at  ten  or  twelve 
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leagues  from  landj  and  be  tulally  vvillioul  influence  at 
a  greater  distance. 

The  extent  of  Terra  del  Fuego,  and  consequently 
llial  of  the  Straits  of  Magalliiiens,  our  commander 
ascertained  to  be  less  tliau  lias  been  laid  down  b^  tlio 
generfvJity  of  navigators.  Nor  was  the  coast,  upon 
the  whole,  foun(t  to  be  so  dangerous  as  has  often  been 
represented.  The  weather,  at  the  same  lime,  was  re- 
tuarkablj  temperate. 

In  one  of  the  liltle  isles  near  Slaten  Lund,  and 
which  had  been  calle<l  by  Captain  Cook,  New  Year's 
Isles,  there  was  observed  a  harmony  between  the  dif- 
ferent animals  of  the  place,  which  is  too  curious  to  be 
omitted,  it  seemed  as  if  they  had  eiJered  into  a 
league  not  to  disturb  each  other's  tranquillity.  The 
greater  part  of  the  sea-coast  is  occupied  by  the  sea- 
Jions ;  tlje  sea-bears  take  up  their  abode  ia  the  isle; 
the  shags  are  posted  in  the  highest  clifKs;  the  penguins 
fix  their  quarters  where  there  is  the  most  easy  com- 
munication to  and  from  the  sea;  and  the  rest  of  the 
birds  choose  more  retired  places.  All  these  animals 
were  occasional iy  seen  to  mix  together,  like  domestic 
cattle  and  poultry  in  a  farm-yard,  without  one  at' 
templing  to  molest  the  other.  Nay,  the  captain  had 
often  observed  the  eagles  and  vultures  sitting  on  the 
hills  among  the  shags,  while  none  of  the  Jailer,  whe- 
ther old  or  young,  appeared  to  be  in  the  least  disturbed 
at  their  presence.  It  may  be  asked,  then,  how  do  these 
birds  of  prey  live?  This  question  our  commander 
hath  answered,  by.  supposing  that  they  feed  on  the 
carcasses  of  seals  and  birds  which  die  by  various 
causes.  It  is  probable,  from  the  immense  quantity  of 
animals  with  which  this  isle  abounds,  that  such  car- 
casses exist  in  great  numbers. 

From  Slaten  Island,  Captain  Cook  sailed,  on  the  4tU 
of  January,  wilh  a  view,  in  the  tirst  place,  of  discover- 
ing that  extensive  coast,  laid  down  by  Mr.  Dalrymple 
iu  his  cha-^'     in  which  is  the  gulf  of  St.  Sebastian. 

1  order  to  have  all  other  parts  before  him,  the  cap- 
tain designed  to  make  the  western  point  of  that  gulf. 
As  he  had  some  doubt  of  the  existence  of  such  a  coast, 
this  appeared  to  him  the  best  route  for  determining; 
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llic  inaKer,  and  for  exploring  liie  soulherii  pari  of  this 
ocean.  When  lie  came  lo  llie  situations  assigned  to 
tiio  di/Ferent  points  of  the  ^ulf  of  St.  Sebastian,  neither 
land  nor  any  unequivocal  signs  of  land  were  discover- 
ed. On  the  contrary,  it  was  evident,  tlial  there  could 
not  be  any  extensive  tract  of  country  in  the  direction 
which  had  been  supposed. 

Proceeding;  in  his  voyay^e,  land  was  seen  on  the  14th, 
which  was  at  first  mistaken  for  an  island  of  ice.  It 
was  in  a  manner  wholly  covered  with  snow.  ^Voni 
the  person  by  whom  it  was  (irst  discovered,  it  obtained 
the  name  of  VVallis's  Island.  It  is  a  hi^li  rock,  of  no 
preat  extent,  near  to  which  are  some  rocky  islots.  Ano- 
ther island,  of  a  larj^er  compass,  on  account  of  the  vast 
itumber  of  birds  which  were  upon  it,  was  called  Bird 
Isle.  A  more  extensive  ranij^e  of  cour\try  had  been 
seen  for  some  time,  which  Captain  Cook  reached  on 
the  17th,  and  where  he  landed,  on  the  same  day,  in 
three  different  places.  The  head  of  the  bay,  in  which 
he  came  to  shore,  was  terminated  by  particular  ice- 
clifl's,  of  considerable  height.  Pieces  were  continually 
breaking  of}',  and  floating  out  to  sea;  and  while  our 
navigators  were  in  the  bay,  a  great  fall  happened, 
which  made  a  noise  like  a  cannon.  No  less  savage  and 
horrible  were  the  inner  parts  of  the  country.  Tho 
wild  rocks  raised  their  summits  till  they  were  lost  i:i 
the  clouds,  and  the  valleys  !ay  covered  with  everlast- 
ing snow.  There  was  not  a  tree  to  be  seen,  or  a  shrub 
found,  that  was  even  big  enough  to  make  a  tooth-pick. 
The  only  vegetation,  that  was  met  with,  was  a  coarse 
slrong-bladed  grass,  growing  in  tufts,  wild  burnet,  and 
u  plant  like  moss,  which  sprang  from  the  rocks. 

When  our  commander  landed  in  the  bay,  he  dis- 
played the  English  colours  ;  and,  under  a  discharge  of 
small  arms  took  possession  of  the  country  in  his  ma- 
jesty's name.  It  was  not,  however,  a  discovery  which 
was  ever  likely  to  be  productive  of  any  considerable 
benefit.  In  his  return  to  the  ship,  Captain  Cook 
brought  with  him  a  quantity  of  seals  and  penguins, 
which  were  an  acceptable  present  to  the  crew  ;  not 
from  the  want  of  provisions,  which  were  plentiful  in 
iiXGry  kind,  but  from  a  change  of  diet.    Any  sort  of 
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fresh  roeat  was  preferred  b>'  most  on  board  to  salt. 
The  captain  himself  was  now,  for  the  first  lime,  tired 
of  the  salted  meats  of  the  ship ;  and  though  the  flesh 
of  the  penguins  could  scarcely  vie  with  bullock's  liver, 
its  freshness  was  sullicient  to  render  it  comparatively 
agreeable  to  the  palate.  To  the  bay  in  which  he  had 
been,  he  gave  the  name  of  Possession  Uay. 

The  land  in  which  this  bay  lies,  was  at  first  judged 
by  our  navigators  to  be  part  of  a  great  continent,  liut, 
upon  coasting  round  the  whole  country,  it  was  proved 
to  a  demonstration  that  it  was  only  an  island  of  se- 
venty leagues  in  circuit.     In  honour  of  his  majesty, 
Captain  Cook  called  it  the  Isle  of  Georgia.     It  could 
scarcely  have  been  thought,  that  an  islaua  of  no  greater 
extent  than  this,  situated  between  the  latitude  of  fifty- 
four  and  fifty-five,  should,  in  a  manner,  be  wholly  co- 
vered, many  fathoms  deep,  with  frozen  snow,  in  the 
height  of  summer.     The  sides  and  summiis   of  the 
lofty  mountains  were  cased  with  snow  and  ice;  and 
an  incredible  quantity  lay  in  the  valleys.     So  immense 
was  the  quantity  that  our  commander  did  not  think 
that  it  could  be  the  produce  of  the  island    Some  land, 
therefore,  which  he  had  seen  at  a  distance,  induced 
him  to  believe,  that  it  might  belong  to  an  extensive 
tract ;  and  gave  him  hopes  of  discovering  a  continent. 
In  this  respect,  however,  he  was  disappointed ;   but 
the  disappointment  did  not  sit  heavy  upon  him  ;  since, 
to  judge  of  the  bulk  by  the  apprehended  sample,  it 
would  not  have  been  worth  the  discovery.     It  was 
remarkable,  that  our  voyagers  did  not  see  a  river,  or  a 
stream  of  fresh  water,  on  the  whole  coast  of  the  Isle  of 
Georgia.     Captain  Cook  judged  it  to  be  highly  pro- 
bable>  that  there  are  no  perennial  springs  in  the  coun- 
try;  and  that  the  interior  parts,  in  consequence  of 
their  being  much  elevated,  never  enjoy  heat  enough 
to  melt  the  snow  in  sulHcienl  quantities  to  produce  a 
river  or  stream  of  water,    in  sailing  round  the  island, 
our  navigators  were  almost  continually  involved  in  a 
thick  mist ;  so  that,  for  any  thing  thev  knew  to  the 
contrary,  they  might  be  surrounded  with  dangerous 
rocks. 

The  captain,  on  the  25lh  of  the  month,  steered  from 
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tlic  Isle  of  Georgia,  and,  on  the  27lli,  computed  that 
he  was  in  latitude  sixty,  south.  Farther  than  this  he 
did  not  intend  to  go,  unless  some  certain  signs  of  soon 
meeting  with  land  should  be  discovered.  There  was 
now  a  long  hollow  swell  from  the  west,  which  was  a 
strong  indication  that  no  land  was  to  be  met  with  in 
that  direction  ;  and  hence  arose  an  additional  proof  of 
what  has  already  been  remarked,  that  the  extensive 
coast  laid  down  in  Mr.  Dalrymple'i  chart  of  the  ocean 
between  Africa  and  America  and  the  Gulf  of  St.  Se- 
bastian>  doth  not  exist.  Not  to  mention  the  various 
islands  which  were  seen  in  the  prosecution  of  the 
vovage,  and  the  names  that  were  given  to  them,  I  shall 
only  advert  to  a  few  of  the  more  material  circum- 
stances. On  an  elevated  coast,  which  appeared  in 
sight  upon  the  31st,  our  commander  bestowed  tho 
appellation  of  the  Southern  Thule.  The  reason  of  his 
giving  it  this  name  was,  that  it  is  the  most  southern 
laud  that  had  ever  yet  been  discovered.  It  is  every 
where  covered  with  snow,  and  displays  a  surface  of 
vast  height.  On  this  day,  our  voyagers  were  in  no 
small  danger  from  a  great  westerly  swell,  which  set 
right  upon  the  shore,  and  threatened  to  carry  them 
on  the  most  horrible  coast  in  the  world.  Happily, 
the  discovery  of  a  point  to  the  north,  beyond  which 
no  land  could  be  seen,  relieved  them  from  their  appre- 
hensions. To  the  more  distinguished  tracts  of  coun- 
try,  which  were  discovered  from  the  3lsl  of  January 
to  the  6tb  of  February,  Captain  Cook  gave  the  names 
of  Cape  Bristol,  Cape  Montagu,  Saunder's  Isle,  Can- 
dlemas Isles,  and  Sandwich's  Land.  The  last  is  either 
a  group  of  islands,  or  else  a  point  of  the  continent. 
For  that  there  is  a  tract  of  land  near  the  pole,  which  is 
the  source  of  most  of  the  ice  that  is  spread  over  this 
vast  Southern  Ocean,  was  the  captain's  firm  opinion. 
He  also  thought  it  probable,  that  tiiis  land  must  ex- 
tend farthest  to  the  north,  where  it  is  opposite  to  the 
Southern  Atlantic  and  Indian  Oceans.  Ice  bad  always 
been  found  by  him  farther  to  the  north  in  these  oceans, 
than  any  where  else,  and  this  he  judged  could  not  be 
the  case,  if  there  were  not  land  of  considerable  extent 
to  the  south.      However,  the  greatest  part  of  this 
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southern  conllnont,  il  il  acluull y  cxisls,  miisl  lio  williiu 
the  polar  circle,  wiicro  Ihc  «ea  is  so  cMcmiibercd  vvilli 
ice,  that  the  larul  is  roiKhrrd  inaccessible.  So  great 
is  the  risk  which  is  rnn,  in  examining?  a  coast  in  these 
unknown  anil  icy  seas,  that  our  commander,  with  a 
modest  and  well-grounded  boldness,  could  assert,  that 
no  man  would  ever  venture  larther  than  he  had  dene; 
and  that  the  lands  which  may  lie  to  the  south  will 
never  be  explored.  Tiiick  logs,  snow  storms,  intense 
cold,  and  every  lliin«^  beside,  that  can  render  navijra- 
tion  dant;erous,  must  be  encountered;  all  which  ditli- 
cullies  are  ^really  hei-jhlened  by  the  inexpressibly 
horrid  aspect  o(  the  country.  It  is  a  country  doomed 
by  nature  never  once  to  leel  the  warmth  of  the  sun's 
rays,  but  to  lie  buried  in  evcrhistinf?^  snow  and  ice. 
Whatever  ports  there  may  bo  on  the  coast,  they  are 
almost  entirely  covered  with  frozen  snow  of  a  vast 
thickness.  If,  however,  any  one  of  them  should  be 
so  far  open  as  to  invite  a  shi[)  into  il,  she  would  ruii 
the  risk  of  beiu^  fixed  there  for  ever,  or  of  cominn^ 
out  in  an  ice  island.  To  this  it  may  be  added,  that 
the  islands  and  floats  on  the  coast,  the  great  falls 
from  the  ice  eiills  in  the  port,  or  a  heavy  snow  storm, 
attended  with  a  sharp  frost,  might  be  eipudly  fatal. 

Nothing  could  exceed  the  inclination  of  Captain 
Cook,  if  it  had  been  practicable,  lo  penetrate  farther 
to  the  south  :  but  dillieulties  like  these  were  not  to  be 
surmounted,  if  he  had  risked  all  that  had  been  done 
during  the  voyaj>e,  for  the  sake  of  discovering  and 
exploring  a  coast,  which,  when  discovered  and  ex- 
plored, would  have  answered  no  end  whatever,  or 
have  been  of  the  least  use  either  lo  navigation  or  geo- 
graphy, or  indeed  to  any  other  science,  he  woald 
justly  have  been  charged  with  inexcusable  temerity. 
He  determined,  therefore,  lo  alter  his  course  to  the 
east,  and  to  sail  in  quest  ot  liouvel's  Land,  the  exis- 
tence of  which  was  yet  to  be  settled.  Accordingly,  this 
was  t!ie  principal  o5ject  of  his  pursuit,  from  the  6lh  to 
the  22d  of  the  month'.  By  that  day  he  had  run  down  Ihir- 
teen  degrees  of  longitude,  in  the  very  latitude  assigned 
for  Bouvet's  Land.  No  such  land,  however,  was  dis- 
covered ;  nor  did  any  proofs  occur  of  the  existence 
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of  Capo  Circuincision.  Our  coiiniianilcr  was  al  lliis 
lime  no  more  lliuii  two  ilcjjrees  of  lon<;ilii(le  from  the 
roiile  Ik;  liad  lakeii  lo  IIh3  soiilli,  wlieii  lie  left  tiie  Capo 
of  Good  Hope.  It  would,  therefore,  have  been  lo  no 
purpose  to  proceed  any  farther  to  the  east  in  this  pa- 
rallel. i3ul  i>ein^  desirous  of  determining  the  ques- 
tion eoncerning  some  land  that  was  supposed  to  have 
been  seen  more  lo  the  south,  he  dire(;led  his  course 
for  the  situation  in  which  the  discovery  of  it  mi^ht 
be  expected.  Twu  days  were  spent  by  him  in  this 
pursuit,  to  no  etlbctual  purpose.  After  having  run 
over  the  place  where  the  land  was  ima<;ined  to  lie, 
without  meeting  with  the  least  si<i^ns  of  any>  it  became 
certain  that  the  ice  islands  had  deceived  our  naviga- 
tors, as  well  as  Mr.  Bouvet. 

Captain  Cook  had  now  made  the  circuit  of  the  south- 
ern ocean  in  a  high  latitude,  and  traversed  it  in  such  a 
manner  as  to  leave  not  the  least  room  for  the  possi- 
bility of  there  bcing^  a  continent,  uidess  near  the  pole, 
and  out  of  the  reach  of  navigfilion.  By  twice  visiting 
the  tropical  sea,  he  had  not  oidy  settled  the  situation 
of  some  old  discoveries,  but  made  many  new  ones; 
and,  indeed,  even  in  that  part,  had  left  little  more  to 
be  accomplished.  The  intention  of  the  voyage  had, 
in  every  respect,  been  fully  answered,  and  the  southern 
hemisphere  suHiciently  explored.  A  tinal  end  was 
hereby  put  to  the  searching  aitera  southern  continent, 
which,  for  nearly  two  centuries  psisl,  had  occasionally 
engrossed  the  attention  of  some  of  the  maritime 
powers,  and  had  been  urged  with  great  ardour  by 
philosophers  and  geographers  in  ditferent  ages. 

The  great  purpose  of  his  navigation  round  the  globe 
being  thus  completed,  the  captain  began  to  direct  his 
views  towards  Knglund.  He  had,  indeed,  some  thoughts 
of  protracting  his  course  a  little  longer,  for  the  sake  of 
revisiting  the  place  where  the  Frencii  discovery  is  said 
to  be  situated.  But,  upon  mature  deliberation,  he  de- 
termined to  lay  aside  his  intention.  He  considered, 
that  if  this  discovery  bad  really  been  made,  the  end 
would  be  as  fully  answered,  as  if  it  had  been  done  by 
himself.  It  could  only  be  an  island;  and,  if  ajudg-- 
meat  might  be  formed  from  the  degree  of  cold  which 
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our  vojajjers  had  experienced  in  that  latitude,  it  could 
not  be  a  fertile  one.  Besides,  our  commander  would 
hereby  have  been  kept  two  months  longer  at  sen,  and 
that  in  a  tempestuous  lalitude,  with  which  the  iihip 
was  not  in  a  condition  to  strug<;le.  Her  sails  and 
rig<j^in«;  were  so  much  worn,  that  something  was  giving 
way  every  hour  ;  and  there  was  nothing  left,  either  to 
repair  or  to  replace  them.  The  provisions  of  the 
vessel  were  in  such  a  slate  of  decay,  that  they  afforded 
Utile  nourishment,  and  the  company  had  been  long 
wilhoiit  refreshmenls.  Indeed,  the  crew  were  vet 
heallliv,  and  would  cheerfully  have  gone  wherever  Iho 
cnplaiu  judged  it  proper  to  load  them;  but  he  was 
fearful,  lest  the  scurvy  should  lay  hold  of  them,  at  a 
time,  when  none  of  the  remedies  were  left  by  which  it 
could  bo  removed.  He  thought,  likewise,  lliat  it  would 
Lave  been  cruel  in  him  to  have  conlinued  the  fatigues 
and  hardships  they  were  perpetually  exposed  to,  longer 
than  was  absolutely  necessary.  Throughout  the  wholo 
voyage,  they  had  merited  by  their  behaviour  every 
indulgence  which  it  was  in  his  power  to  bestow.  Ani- 
mated hy  tJje  conduct  of  the  oilicers,  they  had  shown, 
that  no  difficulties  or  dangers  which  came  in  their  way 
were  incapable  of  being  surmounted;  nor  had  their 
activity,  courage,  'and  cheerfulness  been  in  the  least 
abated  by  the  separation  from  them  of  their  consort 
the  Adventure. 

From  all  these  considerations,  which  were  evidently 
the  dictates  of  wisdom  and  humanity.  Captain  Cook 
was  induced  to  spend  no  longer  time  in  searching  for 
the  French  discoveries,  bal  to  steer  for  the  Cape  of 
Good  Hope.  He  delerm>ned»  however,  to  direct  his 
course  in  such  a  manner,  as  to  look  for  the  Isles  of 
Denia  and  Marseveen,  which  are  laid  down  in  Dr. 
Halley's  variation  chart.  After  sailing  in  the  proper 
latitudes  from  the  i^5tli  of  February  to  the  13lh  of 
March,  no  such  islands  were  discovered.  Nothing, 
indeed,  had  been  seen  that  could  encourage  our  voy- 
agers to  persevere  in  a  search  after  them  ;  and  much 
time  could  not  now  be  spared,  either  for  the  purpose 
of  finding  them,  or  of  proving  their  non-existence. 
Every  one  on  board  was  for  good  reasons  impatient 
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to  get  into  port.  The  captain,  therefore,  could  no 
longer  avoid  yielding  to  the  general  wishes,  and  re« 
solving  to  proceed  to  the  Capo,  without  further  dela}'. 

Soon  alter  our  commander  had  conic  to  this  deter- 
mination, he  demanded  of  the  ollicers  and  petty  olfi- 
cc^rN,  in  pursuance  of  his  inslrnctions,  the  iug-bookH 
and  journals  tho)'  had  kept ;  which  were  delivered  to 
liiiii  accordingly,  and  sealed  up  for  the  inspection  of 
the  Admiralty.  He  enjoined  them  also,  and  liic  whole 
crew,  not  to  divulge  where  they  had  been,  till  they 
were  permitted  to  do  so  by  their  lordships  ;  an  injunc- 
tion, a  compliance  with  wliich  might  probably  be  ren- 
dered somewhat  diflicult,  from  the  natural  tendency 
there  is  in  men,  to  relate  the  extraordinary  enter- 
prises and  adventures  wherein  they  have  been  con- 
cerned. 

As  the  Resolulion  approached  towards  the  Cape  of 
Good  Elope,  she  fell  in  first  with  a  Dulcii  East  India- 
man  from  Bengal,  commanded  by  Captain  Hosch ;  and 
next  with  an  English  Indiaman,  being  the  True  Briton, 
from  China,  of  which  Captain  Broadly  was  the  com- 
mander. Mr.  Bosch  very  obligingly  olfered  to  our 
navigators  sugar,  arrack,  and  whatever  he  had  to  spare; 
and  Capiain  Broadly,  with  the  most  readv  generosity, 
sent  them  fresh  provisions,  iua,  and  various  articles 
which  could  not  fail  of  being  peculiarly  acceptable 
to  people  in  their  situation.  Kven  a  parcel  of  old 
newspapers  furnished  no  slight  gratification  to  per- 
sons, who  had  so  long  been  deprived  of  obtaining  any 
intelligence  concerning  their  country  and  the  state  of 
Kurope.  From  these  vessels  Captain  Cook  received 
some  information  with  regard  to  what  had  happened 
to  the  Adventure^  after  her  separation  from  the  Reso- 
lution. 

On  Wednesday,  the  22d  of  March*,  he  anchored  in 
Table  Bay  ;  where  he  found  several  Dutch  ships,  some 
l^'rench,  and  the  Ceres,  an  English  East  Indiaman, 
bound  directly  for  England,  under  the  command  of 
Captain  Newle.     By  this  gentleman  he  sent  a  copy  of 

*  With  our  iavifiiHtors,  who  had  sailed  ronnd  the  worM,  it 
was  Wednt8(i..y  the  li'J«l  ot  March;  but  at  the  Cape  of  Good 
liupe  it  was  Tuesday  the  21st. 
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llie  preceding  pari  of  his  journal,  some  charts,  and 
other  drawings,  to  the  Admiralty. 

During  the  circuninaviaalion  of  the  globe,  from  the 
period  of  our  commander's  leaving  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope  to  his  return  to  it  again,  he  had  sailed  no  less 
than  Iwenl}'  thousand  leagues.  TJiis  was  an  extent  of 
Toyage  nearly  equal  to  thr<'e  times  the  equatorial  cir- 
cumlerence  of  the  earlh,  and  which  had  never  t)eeii 
accomplished  before,  hy  any  ship,  in  the  same  compass 
of  duration.  In  such  a  case,  it  could  not  he  a  matter 
of  surprise,  that  the  rigging  arid  sails  of  the  Resolu- 
tion «hould  be  essenlially  damaged,  and  even  worn 
O'li, :  and  yel,  in  all  this  great  run,  wliit'h  had  been 
made  in  every  laliludt)  between  nine  and  seventy-one, 
she  did  not  spring  either  low-mast,  lop-mast,  lower  or 
top-sail  yard  ;  nor  did  she  so  much  as  break  a  lower 
or  top-mast  shroud.  'J'hese  happy  circumstances  were 
owing  to  the  good  properties  ol"  the  vessel,  and  the 
singular  care  and  abilities  of  her  officers. 

On  the  remainder  of  the  voyage  it  is  not  necessary 
to  enlarge.  Though  it  vvas  conducted  with  the  same 
attention  to  navigation  and  geography,  and  with  the 
same  sagacity  in  marking  whatever  was  worthy  of 
observation,  neverllicless,  cis  \i  was  not  employed  in 
traversing  unknown  seas,  or  i>i  discovering  countries 
that  had  not  been  heard  of  before,  it  may  be  sutiicient 
briefly  to  mention  the  places  at  which  Captain  Cook 
touched,  before  his  arrival  in  ^jlngland.  Vhe  repairs 
of  the  ship  having  been  complekd,  and  the  necessary 
stores  gotten  on  board,  to;;ether  with  a  fresh  supply 
of  provisions  and  water,  lie  left  the  Capo  of  Good 
Hope  on  the  27th  of  April,  and  reached  the  Island  of 
81.  Helena  on  the  15lh  of  May.  Here  he  staid  till  the 
21st,  when  he  sailed  for  the  Island  of  Ascension,  where 
iie  anchored  on  the  -28th.  From  this  place  he  directed 
his  course,  on  the  31st,  for  the  Island  of  Fernando  de 
Noronha,  at  which  he  arrived  on  the  Dth  of  June. 

In  the  progress  of  the  voyage,  our  commander  made 
an  experiment  upon  the  still  for  procurii.g  fresh  water; 
and  the  resu.*  of  the  trial  was,  that  the  invention  is 
useful  upon  the  whole,  but  that  to  trust  entirely  to  it 
would  by  no  means  be  advisable.     Inked,  provided 
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(here  is  not  a  scarcity  of  fuel,  and  the  coppers  are 
irood,  as  much  water  may  bo  obtained  as  will  support 
lite;  but  no  ellorls  will  be  able  to  procure  a  quantity 
sufficient  for  the  preservation  of  lieallb,  especially  in 
hot  climates.  (Japlain  Cook  was  convinced,  by  expe- 
rience, that  nothino^  contributes  more  to  the  health  of 
seamen,  than  havin^r  plenty  of  water. 

On  the  I4ih  of  July,  the  captain  came  to  an  anchor 
in  the  Kay  of  Fayal,  ofie  of  the  Azores  islands.  His 
sole  desiu^n  in  stopping  here  was  to  lijive  Mr.  Wales  an 
opportunity  of  findinj^  the  rale  of  tlie  watch,  that 
liereby  he  mip:ht  be  enabled  to  fix  the  lon<riinde  of 
these  islands  with  the  frrealer  deg^ree  of  certainly.  No 
sooner,  therefore,  had  our  commander  anchored,  than 
he  sent  an  olliccr  to  wait  on  the  English  consul,  and 
to  ac(piaint  the  governor  with  the  arrival  of  our  navi- 
gators, requesting  his  permission  for  Mr.  Wales  to 
make  observations  on  shore,  for  the  purpose  now 
mentioned.  Mr.  Denf,  who  then  acted  as  consul,  not 
only  obtained  this  permission,  but  accommodated  Mr. 
Wales  with  a  convenient  place  in  his  garden,  to  set  up 
his  instruments. 

'i'his  object  being  accomplished,  Captain  Cook  pro- 
("oeded,  oi:  Jhel9lh,  with  all  expedition  for  England. 
On  the  3()th  of  the  same  month,  he  anchored  at  Spit- 
licad,  and  landed  at  J'ortsmouth;  having  been  absent 
from  Great  liritaii;  three  years  and  eighteen  days,  in 
which  time,  and  under  all  changes  of  climate,  he  had 
lust  but  four  men,  and  only  one  of  them  by  sickness. 


CHAP.  V. 

Acrnunt  of  Captain  Cook  during  the  period  heticeen  Jils 
Second  Voyaye  and  his  [oyaye  to  the  Pacific  Ocean. 

TiiE  able  manner  in  which  Captain  Cook  had  con- 
ducted the  preceding  voyage,  the  discoveries  he  had 
made,  and  his  complete  determination  f^f  the  grand 
point  he  had  been  sent  to  ascertain,  justly  and  power- 
fidly  recommended  him  to  the  protection  and  encou- 
ragement of  all  those  who  had  patronized  the  under- 
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taking.  No  alteration  had  occurred,  during  h^s  ab« 
sence,  in  Ihj  presidency  of  the  atJiniraltj  department. 
The  noble  lord,  whose  extensive  views  had  taken  such 
a  lead  in  the  plans  nf  navigation  and  discovery,  still 
continued  at  the  head  of  that  board  ;  and  it  could  not 
be  otherwise  than  a  high  satisfaction  to  him,  that  '^o 
extraordinary  a  degree  of  success  had  attended  his 
designs  for  the  enlargement  of  science.  His  lordship 
lost  no  time  in  representing  Captain  Cook's  merits  to 
li»e  king :  nor  did  his  majesty  stand  in  need  of  solici- 
tations to  show  favour  to  a  man,  who  had  so  eminently 
fuHilled  his  royal  and  munificent  intentions.  Accord- 
ingly, our  navigator,  on  the  9th  of  August,  was  raised 
to  the  rank  of  a  post  captain.  Three  days  afterwards, 
he  received  a  more  distinguished  and  substantial  mark 
of  the  approbation  of  governrient ;  for  he  was  then 
appointed  a  captain  in  Greenwich  Hospital ;  a  sUfj^^ 
tion  which  was  intended  to  ailbrd  him  a  pleasing  au  t 
honourable  reward  i'or  his  illustrious  labours  and  ser* 
vices. 

It  will  easily  be  supposed,  tiiat  the  lovers  of  science 
would,  in  general,  be  peculiarly  {i.tlcntive  to  the  effects 
resulting  from  Captain  Cor'-'s  discoveries.  The  addi- 
tions he  had  made  to  the  knowledge  of  geography, 
navigation,  and  astronomy,  and  the  new  views  he  had 
opened  of  the  diversified  stale  of  human  life  and  man- 
ners, could  not  avoid  commanding  their  estrim,  and 
exciting  their  admiration.  With  many  persons  of  phi- 
losophic literature  he  was  in  the  liabits  of  intimacy 
and  friendship  ;  and  he  was  particularly  acquainted 
with  Sir  John  Pringle,  at  that  time  president  of  the 
Royal  Society.  It  was  natural,  therefore,  that  his 
scientific  friends  should  wish  him  to  become  a  member 
of  this  learned  body  ;  the  consequence  of  which  was, 
that,  in  the  latter  end  of  the  year  1775,  he  was  pro- 
posed as  a  candidate  for  election.  On  the  291a  of 
February,  1776,  he  was  unanimously  chosen;  and  he 
was  admitted  on  the  7th  of  March.  That  same  even- 
ing, a  paper  was  read,  which  he  had  addressed  to  Sir 
Juhn  Pringle,  containing  an  account  of  the  method  he 
bad  taken  to  preserve  the  health  of  the  crew  of  hi& 
majesty's  ship  the  Resolution,  during  her  voyage  round 
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e  world.  Another  paper,  at  the  request  of  the  pre- 
sident, was  communicated  bj  him,  on  the  18th  of  April, 
relative  to  the  tides  in  the  iSouth  Seas.  The  tides  parli- 
jularlj?  considered  were  those  in  the  Endeavour  River, 
on  the  cast  coast  of  New  Holland. 

A  slill  greater  honour  was  in  reserve  for  Captain 
Cook,  than  the  election  of  him  to  be  a  common  mem- 
ber of  the  Royal  Society.  It  was  resolved  by  Sir  John 
Pringle  and  the  council  of  the  society,  to  bestow  upon 
him  the  estimable  prize  of  the  gold  medal,  for  the 
best  experimental  paper  of  the  year;  and  no  deter- 
mination could  be  founded  in  greater  wisdom  and 
justice.  If  Captain  Cook  had  made  no  important  dis* 
coveries,  if  he  had  not  determined  the  question  con- 
cerning, a  southern  conlinent,  his  name  would  have 
been  entitled  to  immortality,  on  account  of  his  hu- 
mane attention  to,  and  his  unparalleled  success  in  pre- 
serving the  lives  and  health  of  his  seamen. 

He  had  good  reason,  upon  this  head,  to  assume  the 
pleasurable,  but  modest  language,  with  which  he  has 
concluded  his  narrative  of  his  second  navigation 
round  the  globe :  '*  Whatever,'^  says  he,  **  may  be  the 
public  judgment  about  other  matters,  it  is  with  real 
satisfaction,  and  without  claimitig  any  merit,  but  that  of 
alleulion  to  my  duty,  that  I  can  conclude  this  account 
with  an  obt^crvalion,  which  facts  enable  me  to  make, 
that  our  having  discovered  the  possibility  of  preserving 
hcailh  among  a  numerous  ship'K  company,  for  such  a 
les^if'h  of  time,  in  such  varieties  of  climate,  and  amidst 

r;K  continued  hardships  and  fatigues,  will  make  this 
vvYvga  remarkable,  in  tho  opinion  of  every  benevo- 
lent person,  when  the  disputes  about  the  southern  con- 
tinent shall  have  ceased  to  engage  the  attention,  and  to 
divide  t'    judgment  of  philosophers.'* 

It  was  the  custofn  of  Sir  John  Pringle,  at  the  deli- 
very of  Sir  Godfrey  Copley's  annual  medal,  to  give 
an  elaborate  discourse,  containing  the  history  of  that 
part  of  science  for  the  improvement  of  which  the 
neiiil  was  conferred.  Upon  the  present  occasion,  the 
president  had  a  subject  to  enlarge  upon,  which  was 
perfectly  congenial  |o  his  disposition  and  studies.  Hi& 
own  life  had  been  much  employed  in  yointing  out  the 
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inearivS  which  tended  not  only  tu  cure,  but  to  prevent, 
the  diseases  of  mankind;  and,  therefore,  it  was  with 
peculiar  ])!oasnre  and  affection  that  he  celebrated  the 
conduct  of  his  friend,  who,  by  precautions  equally 
wise  and  simple,  had  rendered  the  circumnavigation 
of  the  glohe,  so  far  as  health  is  concerned,  quite  a 
harmless  undertaking.  Towards  the  beginning  of  his 
discourse,  Sir  John  Justly  asks,  **  What  inquiry  can  be 
80  useful  as  that,  which  hath  for  its  object  the  saving 
the  lives  of  men?  and  when  shall  wo  find  one  more 
successful  than  that  before  us  ?  Here,"  adds  the  pre- 
sident, **  are  no  vain  boastings  of  llie  empiric,  nor 
ingenious  and  delusive  theories  of  the  dogmatist;  but 
a  concise  jr'  artless,  and  an  incontesled  relation  of 
the  means,  vhioli,  under  divine  favour.  Captain 

Cook,  with  a  c^  npany  of  a  hundred  and  eighteen  men, 
performed  a  voyage  of  three  years  and  eighteen  days, 
throughout  all  the  climates,  from  fifty-two  degrees 
north  to  seventy-one  degrees  south,  with  the  loss  of 
only  one  man  by  sickness. — I  would  now  inquire," 
proceeds  Sir  John  Pri  igle,  **  of  the  most  conversant 
in  the  study  of  bills  of  Mortality,  whctUer,  in  the  most 
healthful  climate,  and  in  the  best  condition  of  life, 
they  have  ever  found  so  small  a  number  of  deaths, 
within  that  space  of  time  ?  How  great  and  agree- 
able then  must  our  surprise  be,  after  perusing  the  liis- 
tories  of  long  navigations  in  former  days,  when  so 
many  perished  by  marine  diseases,  to  find  the  air  of 
the  sea  acquitted  of  all  malignity;  and,  in  line,  that  a 
voyage  round  the  world  may  be  undertaken  with  less 
danger,  perhaps,  to  health,  than  a  common  tour  in  Eu- 
rope !" 

In  the  progress  of  his  discourse,  tlse  president  re- 
counted the  dreadful  calamities  and  destruction  the 
scurvy  had  Iieretofore  brought  upon  mariners  in  vov- 
ages  of  great  length;  after  which  he  pointed  out  at 
large,  and  illustrated  with  his  own  observations,  the 
methods  pursued  by  Captain  Cook  for  preserving  the 
iiealth  of  his  men.  In  conclusion.  Sir  John  remarked, 
that  the  Royal  Society  never  more  cordially  or  more 
meritoriously  bestowed  the  gold  medal,  that  faithful 
symbol  of  their  esteem  and  afleclion.    "  For  if,"  says 
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he,  '*  Rome  decreed  the  civic  crown  to  him  who  saved 
the  life  of  a  single  citizen,  what  wreaths  are  due  to 
that  man,  who,  having  himself  saved  many,  perpetuates 
in  your  transactions  the  means  by  which  Britain  may 
now,  on  the  most  distant  voyages,  preserve  numbers  of 
her  intr  ,»id  sons,  her  mariners;  who,  braving  every 
danger,  have  so  liberally  contributed  to  the  fame,  to 
the  opulence,  and  to  the  maritime  empire  of  their 
country*!" 

*  Sir  John  Priiis;le's  Six  Discourses,  p.  145—147,  IQQ.—It 
catinot  but  be  acceptable  to  insert  here.  Captain  Cook's  enume- 
ration of  the  several  causes,  to  which,  under  the  care  of  Provi- 
dence, the  uncommon  &;ood  state  of  healthy  experienced  by  his 
people,  was  owing.  I  shall  not  trespass  upon  the  reader's  time 
ni  mentioning  them  all,  but  confine  myself  to  such  as  were 
found  the  most  useful. 

"  We  were  furnished  with  a  quantity  of  malt,  of  which  was 
made  sveet  wort*  To  such  of  the  men  as  showed  the  least 
symptoms  of  the  scurvy;  and  also  to  such  as  were  thought  to 
be  threatened  with  that  disorder,  this  was  given,  from  one  to 
two  or  three  pints  a  day  each  i^ran;  or  in  such  proportion  as 
the  surgeon  found  necessary,  which  sometimes  amounted  to 
three  quarts.  This  is,  without  doubt,  one  of  the  best  antiscor- 
butic sea  medicines  yet  discovered  ;  and  if  used  in  time,  will, 
with  proper  attention  to  other  things,  I  am  persuaded,  prevent 
the  scurvy  from  making  any  great  progress  for  a  considerable 
while.  But  I  am  not  altogether  of  opinion  that  it  will  cure  it 
at  sea. 

"  Sour  Jcrout,  of  which  we  had  a  large  quantity,  is  not  only 
a  wholesome  vegetable  food,  but,  in  my  judgment,  highly 
antiscorbutic;  and  it  spoils  not  by  keeping.  A  pound  of  this 
was  served  to  each  man,  when  at  sea,  twice  a  week,  or  ofteuer, 
as  was  thought  necessary. 

"  Portable  broth  was  another  ^eat  article  of  which  we  had  a 
large  supply.  An  ounce  of  this  to  each  man,  or  such  other 
proportion  as  circumstances  pointed  out,  was  boiled  in  their 
pease,  three  days  in  the  week ;  and  when  we  M'ere  in  places 
where  vegetables  were  to  be  got,  it  was  boiled  with  them, 
and  wheat  or  oatmeal,  every  morning  for  breakfast;  and  also 
with  pease  and  vegetables  for  dinner.  It  enabled  us  to  make 
several  nourishing  and  wholesome  messes,  and  was  the  means 
of  making  ihe  people  eat  a  greater  quantity  of  vegetables,  than 
they  would  otherwise  have  done. 

**  Rob  of  Lemon  and  orange  is  an  antiscorbutic  wc  were  not 
without.  The  surgeon  made  use  of  it  in  many  cases,  with 
great  success. 

*•  Amongst  the  articles  of  victualling,  we  were  supplied  with 
sugar  in  the  room  of  oil,  and  with  wheat  for  a  part  of  our  oat- 
meal;  and  were  ceitainly  gainers  by  the  exchange.  Sugar,  I 
apprehend,  is  a  very  good  antiscorbutic  ;  wheieas  oil  (such  as 
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One  circumstance  alone  was  wanlinjj  to  complete 
the  pleasure  find  celebrit}  arising  from  llie  assignment 

the  navy  is  usually  supplied  willO»  I  •>"!  of  opinion,  has  the 
contrary  ett'trt. 

"  But  the  introduction  of  the  most  sahitary  articles,  either 
as  provisions  or  medicines,  will  generally  prove  nnsuccessrul, 
unless  supported  by  certain  regnlaiions.  On  this  principle, 
many  years  experience,  together  with  some  hints  I  had  fiom 
ijir  Hugh  Palliser,  Captains  Campbell,  Waliis,  and  other  in- 
telligent officers,  enabled  me  to  lay  a  plan  whereby  all  was 
to  be  governed. 

**  The  crew  were  at  three  watches,  except  upon  some  extra- 
ordinary occasions.  IJy  this  tiirans  they  were  not  so  much 
exposed  to  ihe  weather,  as  if  they  had  been  at  watch  and 
watch;  and  had  generally  dry  clothes  to  shift  themselves, 
when  they  happened  to  get  wet.  Care  was  also  taken  to  ex- 
pose them  as  little  to  wet  weather  as  possible. 

'•  Proper  methods  were  used  to  keep  their  persons,  ham- 
mocks,  Dedding,  clothes,  &c.  constantly  clean  and  dry.  Equal 
care  was  taken  to  keep  the  ship  clean  and  dry  betwixt  decks. 
Once  or  twice  a  week  she  was  aired  with  fires;  and  when  this 
could  not  be  done,  she  was  smoked  with  gunpowder,  mixed 
with  vinegar  or  water.  I  h.vd  also,  frequently,  a  fire  made  in 
an  iron  pot  at  the  bottom  of  the  well,  which  was  of  great  use 
ill  purifying  the  air  in  the  lower  parts  of  the  ship.  To  this, 
and  to  cleanliness,  as  well  in  the  ship  as  «mongst  the  people, 
too  great  attention  cannot  be  paid ;  tlie  least  neglect  occasions 
a  putrid  and  disagreeable  smell  below,  which  nothing  but  fires 
will  remove. 

**  Proper  attention  was  paid  to  the  ship's  coppers,  so  that 
they  were  kept  constantly  clean. 

**  The  fat,  which  boiled  out  of  the  salt  l>eef  and  pork,  1 
never  suffered  to  be  given  to  the  people;  being  of  opinion 
that  it  promotes  the  scurvy. 

"  1  was  careful  to  take  in  water  wherever  it  was  to  be  got, 
even  though  we  did  not  want  it.  Because  1  look  upon  fresh 
water  from  the  shore,  to  be  more  wholesome,  than  that  which 
has  been  kept  some  time  on  board  a  ship.  Of  this  essential 
article  we  were  never  at  an  allowance,  but  had  always  plenty 
for  every  necessary  purpose.  ISavigators  in  general  cannot, 
indeed,  expect,  nor  would  they  wish  to  meet  with  such  advan- 
tages in  this  respect,  as  fell  to  n^y  lot.  The  nature  of  our 
voyage  carried  us  into  very  high  latitudes.  But  the  hardships 
and  dangers  inseparable  from  that  situation,  were  in  some 
degree  compensated  by  the  singular  felicity  we  enjoyed,  of 
extracting  inexhaustible  supplies  of  frcbh  water  from  an  ocean 
strewed  with  ice. 

*'  Wc  came  to  few  places,  where  either  the  art  of  man,  or 
the  bounty  of  nature,  liad  not  provided  some  sort  of  refresh- 
mentor  other,  either  in  the  animal  or  vegetable  way.  It  was 
iiiy  first  care  to  procure  whatever  of  any  kind  could  be  met 
with,  by  every  means  in  my  power  j  and  to  oblige  our  people 
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of  Sir  Godfrey  Copley's  medal.  Caplain  Cook  was 
not  himself  present,  to  hear  Iho  discourse  of  the  pre- 
sident, and  to  receive  the  honour  conferred  upon  him. 
Some  months  before  tlio  .inniversary  of  St.  Andrew's 
day,  he  had  sailed  on  his  last  expedition.  The  medal, 
therefore,  was  delivered  into  the  hands  of  Mrs.  Cook, 
whose  satisfaction  at  hein<^  intrusted  with  so  valuable 
a  pledge  of  her  husband's  reputation,  cannot  be  ques- 
tioned. Neither  can  it  be  doubted,  but  that  the  cap- 
tain, before  his  departure  from  ICn^iand,  was  fully  ap- 
prised of  the  mark  of  distinction  which  was  intended 
for  him  by  the  Uoyal  Society. 

Captain  Cook,  after  the  conclusion  of  his  second 
voyage,  was  called  upon  to  appear  in  the  world  in  the 
character  of  an  author.  In  the  account  that  was  pub- 
lished, by  authority,  of  his  i'ormer  circumnavigation  of 
the  globe,  as  well  as  of  those  which  had  been  per- 
formed by  the  Captains  Byron,  Carteret,  and  Wallis, 
it  was  thought  requisite  to  procure  the  assistance  of  a 
professed  literary  man,  whose  business  it  should  be  to 
draw  up  a  narrative  from  the  several  journals  of  these 
commanders.  Accordingly,  Dr.  Hawkesworth,  as  is 
universally  known,  was  employed  for  the  purpose.  la 
^he  present  case,  it  was  not  esteemed  necessary  to  have 
recourse  to  such  an  expedient.  Captain  Cook  was 
justly  regarded  as  sulliciently  qualilied  to  relate  his 
own  story.  His  journal  only  required  to  be  divided 
into  chapters,  and  perhaps  to  be  amended  by  a  few 

to  make  use  thereof,  both  by  my  example  and  authority  ;  but 
the  benefita  arising  from  retVeshuients  of  any  kind  soon  became 
Ko  obvious,  that  f  had  little  occasion  to  rccoumieud  the  one, 
or  to  exert  the  other." 

In  a  letter  which  Captain  Cook  wrote  to  Sir  John  Pringle, 
ju»t  before  he  embarked  on  his  last  voyage,  dated  Plymouth 
Sound,  July  7,  1776.  he  expressed. himself  as  follows:  "  I  en- 
tirely agree  with  you,  that  the  dearness  of  the  rob  of  lemons 
and  of  oranges  will  hinder  them  from  being  furnished  in  large 
quantities.  But  I  do  not  think  this  so  necessar)^ ;  for,  though 
they  mav  assist  other  things,  1  have  no  great  opinion  of  them 
alone.  Nor  have  1  a  higher  opinion  of  vinegar.  My  people 
had  it  very  sparingly  during  the  late  voyage,  and,  towards  the 
latter  part,  none  at  all ;  and  yet  we  experienced  no  ill  ettect 
from  the  want  of  it.  The  custom  of  washing  the  inside  of  the 
ship  with  vinegar,  I  seldom  observed ;  thinking  that  fire  and 
i^inoka  answered  the  purpose  much  better," 
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verbal  corrections,  ll  is  not  speaking;  extravagantly 
to  say,  that,  in  point  of  composition,  his  history  of 
his  voyagfe  reflects  upon  him  no  small  degree  of  credit. 
His  style  is  natural,  clear,  and  manly ;  bein^  well 
adapted  to  the  subject  and  to  his  own  character:  and 
it  is  possible,  that  a  pen  of  more  studied  elegance 
would  not  have  given  any  additional  advantage  to  the 
narration.  It  was  not  till  some  time  after  Captain 
Cook's  leaving  England  that  the  work  was  published; 
but,  in  the  meanwhile,  the  superintendence  of  it  was 
undertaken  by  his  learned  and  valuable  friend,  Dr. 
Douglas,  whose  late  promotion  to  the  mitre  hath  af- 
forded pleasure  to  every  literary  man,  of  every  deno- 
mination. When  the  Voyage  appeared,  it  came  re- 
commended by  the  accuracy  and  excellence  of  its 
charts,  and  by  a  great  variety  of  engravings,  from  the 
curious  and  beautiful  drawings  of  Mr.  Hodges.  This 
work  was  followed  by  the  publication  of  the  original 
astronomical  observations,  which  had  been  made  by 
Mr.  Wales  in  tha  Resolution,  and  by  Mr.  Bay  ley  in 
the  Adventure.  It  was  at  the  expense  of  the  commis- 
sioners of  longitude  that  these  observations  were  made, 
and  it  was  by  their  order  that  they  were  printed. .  The 
book  of  Mr.  Wales  and  Mr.  Baylev  displays,  in  the 
strongest  light,  the  scientiilc  use  and  value  of  Captain 
Cook's  voyage. 

Some  of  the  circumstances  which  have  now  been 
mentioned  have  designedly  been  brought  forward  more 
early  in  point  of  time  than  should  otherwise  have  been 
done,  in  order  to  prevent  any  interruption  in  the  course 
of  the  subsequent  narrative. 

Though  Captain  Cook  was  expected  to  sit  down  in 
repose,  after  his  toils  and  labours,  the  design  of  far- 
ther discoveries  was  not  laid  aside.  The  illusion,  in- 
deed, of  a  Terra  Australis  incognita,  to  any  purposes 
of  commerce,  colonization,  and  utility,  had  been  dis- 
pelled: but  there  was  another  grand  question  which 
remained  to  be  determined ;  and  that  was  the  practica- 
bility of  a  northern  passage  to  the  Pacifio  Ocean. 

It  had  long  been  a  favourite  object  with  navigators, 
and  particularly  with  the  English,  to  discover  a  shorter, 
a  more  commodious,  and  a  more  profitable  course  of 
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sailin^i^  to  Japan  and  China,  and,  indeed,  to  tlie  East 
Jn<ii(!s  in  general,  than  by  nwikingf  the  tedious  circuit  of 
the  Capo  of  Good  Hope.  To  tind  a  western  passage 
round  North  America,  had  been  attempted  by  several 
bold  adventurers,  from  Frobisher's  first  voyage,  in 
1576,  to  those  of  James  and  of  Fox,  in  1631.  By  these 
expeditions  a  large  addition  was  made  to  the  know- 
ledge of  the  northern  extent  of  America,  and  Hudson's 
and  Baffin's  Bays  were  discovered.  But  the  wished- 
I'or  passage,  on  that  side,  into  the  Pacific  Ocean,  was 
still  unaltained.  Nor  were  the  various  attempts  of 
our  countrymen,  and  of  the  Dutch,  to  find  such  a 
passage,  by  sailing  round  the  north  of  Asia,  in  an  eas- 
tern direction,  attended  with  better  success.  Wood's 
failure,  in  1676,  appears  to  have  concluded  the  long 
list  of  unfortunate  expeditions  in  that  century.  The 
discovery,  if  not  absolutely  despaired  of,  had  been 
unsuccessful  in  such  a  number  of  instances,  that  it 
ceased,  for  man}'  years,  to  be  an  object  of  pursuit. 

The  question  was  again  revived  in  the  present  cen- 
tury. Mr.  Dobbs,  a  warm  advocate  for  the  probability 
of  a  north-west  passage  through  Hudson's  Bay,  onco 
more  recalled  the  attention  of  this  country  to  that 
undertaking.  In  consequence  of  the  spirit  by  him 
excited,  Captain  Middieton  was  sent  out  by  govern- 
ment, in  1741,  and  Captains  Smith  and  More,  in  1746* 
But,  though  rn  act  of  Parliament  had  been  passed, 
which  secured  a  reward  of  twenty  thousand  pounds  to 
the  discovery  of  a  passage,'lhe  accomplis'j-'^ent  of  this 
favourite  object  continued  at  as  great  a  distance  as 
ever. 

To  ascertain  a  matter  of  such  importance  and  mag- 
nitude in  navigation,  was  reserved  to  be  another  glory 
of  his  present  majesty's  reign.  The  idea  was  pecu- 
liarly sailed  to  the  enlightened  miud  of  the  noble  lord 
at  the  head  of  the  admiralty,  and  he  adopted  it  with 
ardour.  Preparatory  to  the  execution  of  the  design. 
Lord  Mulgrave  sailed  with  two  ships,  to  determine 
how  far  navi<ration  was  practicable  towards  the  north 
pole.  In  this  expedition,  his  lordship  met  with  the 
same  insuperable  difficulties  whiclii  had  been  expe- 
rienced by  former  voyagers.    Neveviheless,  the  expeo- 
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tation  of  openiri|^  a  commniucaliori  between  the  Pacific 
and  Atlnnlio  Oceans,  by  a  northerly  course,  was  not 
abandoned  ;  and  il  was  resolved  that  a  voyago  should 
be  undertaken  for  that  purpose. 

For  the  conduct  of  an  enterprise,  the  operations  of 
'which  were  intejided  to  be  so  new,  so  extensive,  and 
so  various,  it  was  evident  that  great  ability,  skill,  and 
experience  were  indisper)sal)ly  necessary.     That  Cap- 
tain Cook  was  of  all  men  the  best  qualified  for  carry- 
ing it  into  execution  was  a  matter  that  could  not  be 
called  in  question.    But,  however  ardently  il  might  be 
wished  that  he  would  take  upon  him  the  command  ot* 
the  service,  no  one  (not  even  his  friend  and  patron, 
Lord  Sandwich  himself)  presumed  to  solicit  hira  upon 
the  subject.     The  benefits  he  had  already  conferred  on 
science  and  navigation,  and  the  labours  and  dangers 
lie  had  gone  through,  were  so  many  and  great,  that  it 
Tvas  not  deemed  reasonable  to  ask  him  to  engage  in 
fresh  perils.     At  the  same  lime,  nothing  could  be  more 
natural,  than  to  consult  him  upon  every  thing  relative 
to  the  business ;  and  his  advice  was  particularly  re- 
quested with  regard  to  the  properest  person  for  con- 
ducting the  voyage.      To  determine  this  point,  the 
captain,  Sir  Hugh  Palliser,  and  Mr.  Stephens  were 
invited  to  Lord  Sandwich's  to  dinner.    Here,  besides 
taking  into  consideration  what  officer  should  be  re- 
commended to  his  majesty  for  accomplishing  the  pur- 
poses in  view,  many  things  were  said  concerrjng  the 
nature  of  the  design.     Its  grandeur  and  dignity,  the 
consequences  of  it  to  navigation  and  science,  and  the 
completion  it  would  give  to  the  whole  system  of  dis- 
coveries, were  enlarged  upon  in  the  course  of  the  con- 
versation.    Captain  Cook  was  so  fired  with  iJie  con- 
templation and  representation  of  the  object,  that  he 
started  up,  and  declared,  that  he  himself  would  under- 
take the  direction  of  the  enterprise.     It  is  easy  to  sup- 
pose,  with   what  pleasure  the    noble  lord,   and   the 
other  gentlemen,  received  a  proposal,  which  was  so 
agreeable    to   their   secret   wishes,  and    which   they 
thought  of  the  highest  importance  towards  attaining 
the  ends  of  the  voyage.     No  time  was  lost  by  the  Earl 
of  Sandwich,  in  laying  the  matter  before  the  king; 
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aiK^  Captain  Cook  wns  appointed  to  tlie  command  of 
Ihc  expodilloii,  on  the  10th  of  February,  1776.  At  the 
^nnie  Inne,  il  was  agreed,  that,  on  his  rcliirn  to  Eng- 
land, he  sliould  bo  restored  to  liis  sitnndon  at  Green- 
wich j  and,  if  no  vacancy  occurred  <lurin;;  the  interval, 
tlio  oflOicer  who  succeeded  him  was  to  resi«;n  in  his 
favour. 

The  command  and  the  direction  of  the  enterprise 
being  thus  happily  selllcd,  it  became  an  object  of  great 
importance  todoterminc  what  might  l)e  the  best  course 
that  could  be  given  to  llievoyaa^e.  All  former  navigators 
roinid  the  globe  had  returned  to  Kurope  by  the  Cape 
of  Good  Hope.  But  to  Ca|)laln  Cook  the  arduous 
task  was  now  assi^^iied,  of  attempting  it  by  reaching 
the  high  northern  lalitudes  between  A»ia  and  America; 
and  the  adoption  ot  this  resolulion  was,  I  believe,  the 
result  of  his  own  reflections  upon  the  subject.  The 
usual  plan,  therefore,  of  discovery  was  reversed;  so  that, 
instead  of  a  passa^j^e  from  the  Atlantic  to  the  Pacific, 
one  from  the  latter  into  the  former  was  to  be  tried. 
Whatever  openings  or  inlets  there  might  be  on  the  east 
side  of  America,  that  lie  in  a  direction  which  could 
afford  any  hopes  of  a  passage,  it  was  wisely  foreseen, 
that  the  ultimate  success  of  the  expedition  would  de- 
pend upon  there  being  an  open  sea  between  the  west 
side  of  that  continent  and  the  extremities  of  Asia. 
Accordingly  Captain  Cook  was  ordered  to  proceed 
into  the  Pacific  Ocean,  through  the  chain  of  the  new 
islands  which  had  been  visited  by  him  in  the  southern 
tropic.  After  having  crossed  the  equator  into  the 
northern  parts  of  that  ocean,  he  was  then  to  hold  such 
a  course,  as  might  probably  fix  many  interesting  points 
in  geography,  ancl  produce  intermediate  discoveries, 
in  his  progress  northward  to  the  principal  scene  of  his 
operations.  With  regard  to  his  grand  object,  it  was 
determined,  for  the  wisest  reasons,  and  after  the  most 
mature  deliberation  and  inquiry,  that  upon  his  arrival 
on  the  coast  of  New  Albion,  he  should  proceed  north- 
ward as  far  as  the  latitude  of  65°,  and  not  lose  any 
time  in  exploring  rivers  or  inlets,  or  upon  any  other 
account,  until  he  had  gotten  into  that  latitude. 

To  give  every  possible  encouragement  to  the  pro« 
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seoution  of  the  p^real  design  in  view,  the  molivos  of 
interest  were  added  to  the  oblip^aliuns  of  duty,  in  llio 
act  of  parliament  which  passed  in  1745,  the  reward  of 
twenty  thonsand  pounds  had  been  only  held  out  to 
the  ships  belonging  to  any  of  his  majesty's  subjects^  while 
his  majesty's  own  ships  were  excludeiJ.  Another,  and 
and  more  capital  defect  of  this  act  was,  that  it  con- 
fined the  reward  to  such  ships  alone  as  should  discover 
a  passage  through  Hudson's  Bay,  Uy  a  new  law, 
which  passed  in  1776,  both  these  deficiencies  were  ef- 
fectually remedied.  It  was  now  enacted,  "That  if 
any  ship,  belonging  to  any  of  his  majesty's  subjects,  or 
to  his  majesty,  slmn  iind  out,  and  sail  though  any  pas- 
sage by  sea,  between  the  Atlantic  and  Pacific  Oceans, 
in  any  direction,  or  parallel  of  the  northern  hemisphere, 
to  the  northward  ol  the  52°  of  northern  latitude,  the 
owners  of  such  ships,  if  belonging  to  any  of  his  majesty's 
subjects,  or  the  commander,  officers,  and  seamen  of  such 
ship  belonging  to  his  majesty,  shall  receive,  as  a 
ward  for  such  discovery,  the  sum  of  twenty  thou 
pounds." 

That  every  thing  might  bo  done  which  could  facili- 
tate the  success  of  the  grand  expedition,  Lieutenant 
Pickersgill  was  sent  out,  in  1776,  with  directions  to 
explore  the  coasts  of  Ballin's  Bay;  and  in  the  next 
year,  Lieutenant  Young  was  coni missioned  not  only 
to  examine  the  western  parts  of  that  bay,  but  to  en- 
deavour to  find  a  passage  on  that  side,  from  the  Atlan^ 
tic  to  the  Pacific  Ocean.  Nothing  was  performed  by 
either  of  these  gentlemen  that  promoted  the  purposes 
of  Captain  Cook's  voyage. 

Two  vessels  were  fixed  upon  by  government  for  tho 
intended  service;  the  Resolution  and  the  Discovery. 
The  command  of  the  former  was  given  to  Captain 
Cook,  and  of  the  other  to  Captain  Clerke.  To  tho 
Resolution  was  assigned  the  same  complement  of  ofli- 
cers  and  men  which  she  had  during  her  preceding 
voyage;  and  the  only  difference  in  the  establishment 
of  the  Discovery  from  that  of  the  Adventure,  was  in 
the  single  instance  of  her  having  no  marine  officer  on 
board. 

From  the  time  of  the  two  ships  being  put  into  com- 
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mission,  the  greatest  degree  of  attention  and  zeal  was 
exerted  by  llie  Earl  of  Sand  wich  and  the  rest  of  the  board 
of  admiralty,  to  have  them  equipped  in  the  most  com- 
plete manner.  Both  the  vessels  were  supplied  with  as 
much  of  every  necessary  article  as  could  conveniently 
be  stowed,  and  with  the  best  of  each  kind  that  could 
be  procured.  Whatever,  likewise,  the  experience  of 
the  former  voyages  had  shown  to  be  of  any  utility 
in  preserving  the  health  of  seamen,  was  provided  in 
a  large  abundance.  That  some  permanent  benefit 
might  be  convoyed  lo  the  inhabitants  of  Otalieite,  and 
of  the  other  islands  of  the  Pucific  Ocean,  whom  our 
navigators  might  happen  to  visit,  it  was  graciously 
commanded  by  his  majesty,  that  an  assortment  of  useful 
animals  should  be  carried  out  to  tliuse  countries.  Ac- 
cordingly, a  bull,  two  cows  with  their  calves,  and  seve- 
ral slieep^  with  hay  and  corn  for  their  subsistence,  were 
taken  on  board;  and  it  was  intent'  'd  lo  add  other  ser- 
viceable animals  to  these,  when  Captain  Cook  should 
arrive  at  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope.  With  the  same 
benevolent  purposes,  the  captain  was  furnished  with  a 
sufficient  quantity  of  such  of  our  European  garden 
seeds,  as  could  not  fail  of  being  a  valuable  present  to 
the  newly-discovered  islands,  bj'  adding  fresh  supplies 
of  food  to  their  own  vegetable  productions.  By  order 
of  the  board  of  admiralty,  many  articles  besides  were 
delivered  to  our  commander,  which  were  calculated, 
in  various  ways,  to  improve  the  condition  of  the  na- 
tives of  the  other  hemisphere.  Still  farther  to  pro- 
mote a  friendly  intercouse  with  them,  and  lo  carry  on 
a  traflic  that  might  be  profitable  on  both  sides,  an 
ample  assortment  was  provided  of  iron  tools  and  trin- 
kets. An  attention  no  less  humane  was  extended  to 
the  wants  of  our  own  people.  Some  additional  cloth- 
ing, adapted  to  a  cold  climate,  was  ordered  for  the 
crews  ot  the  two  ships ;  and  nothing  was  denied  to 
our  navigators,  that  could  be  supposed  to  be  in  the 
least  conducive  to  their  health,  or  even  to  their  cent 
venience. 

It  was  not  lo  these  things  only,  that  the  extraordi- 
nary care  of  Lord  Sandwich,  and  of  the  other  gentle- 
men at  the  bead  of  the  naval  departmeuti  was  coufmed* 
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They  were  equally  solicitous  to  afford  every  assistance 
that  was  calculated  to  render  the  expedition  of  public 
utility.  Several  aslronoiuical  and  nautical  iristruoient:} 
were  intrusted,  by  the  board  of  longitude,  to  Captain 
Cook,  and  ]VJr.  Kin^  his  second  lieutenant;  who  had 
undertaken  to  make  the  necessary  observations,  during 
the  voyage,  for  the  improvement  of  astronomy  and  navi- 
gation. It  was  originally  intended  that  a  professed 
observator  should  be  sent  out  in  the  Resolution ;  but 
the  scientific  abilities  of  the  captain  and  his  lieute- 
nant rendered  the  appointment  of  such  a  person  abso- 
lutely unnecessary.  The  case  was  somewhat  different 
■with  regard  to  the  i?*scovery.  Mr.  William  Bayley, 
who  had  already  given  satisfactory  proofs  of  his  skill 
and  diligence  as  an  observator,  while  he  was  employed 
in  Captain  Furneaux^s  ship,  during  the  late  voyage, 
was  engaged  a  second  time,  in  that  capacity,  and  ap- 
pointed to  sail  on  board  Captain  Clerke's  vessel.  The 
department  uf  natural  history  was  assigned  to  Mr. 
Andersou,  the  surgeon  of  the  Resolution,  who  was  as 
willing,  as  he  was  well  quaiiiied,  to  describe  every 
thing  in  that  branch  of  science  which  should  occur 
worthy  of  notice.  From  the  remarks  of  this  gentle- 
man, Captain  Cook  had  derived  considerable  assistance 
in  his  last  navigation;  especially  with  regard  to  'he 
very  copious  vocabulary  of  the  language  of  Otaheite, 
aad  the  comparative  specimen  of  tiie  languages  of  the 
other  islands  which  had  then  been  visited.  There 
were  several  young  men  among  our  commander's  sea 
officers,  who,  under  his  direction,  could  be  usefully 
employed  in  constructing  charts,  in  takiug  views  of 
the  coasts  and  headlands  near  which  our  voyagers 
might  pass,  and  in  drawing  plans  of  the  bays  and  har- 
bours in  which  they  should  anchor.  Without  a  con- 
stant attention  to  this  object,  the  captain  was  sensible, 
that  his  discoveries  could  not  be  rendered  profitable 
to  future  navigators.  That  he  might  go  out  with  every 
help,  which  could  serve  to  make  flie  result  of  the  voy- 
age entertaining  to  the  generality  of  readers,  as  well 
as  instructive  to  the  sailor  and  the  scholar,  Mr.  Web- 
ber was  fixed  upon,  and  engaged  to  embark  in  the 
Resolution,  for  the  express  purpose  of  supplying  Iho 
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T  fiavoidable  iraperfeolions  of  wrillen  accounts:  by  ena- 
bling our  people  to  preserve  and  to  brino^  home,  such 
drawings  of  the  niosi  memorable  scenes  of  their  trans- 
actions, as  could  only  be  executed  by  a  professed  and 
skilful  artist. 

As  the  last  mark  of  the  extraordinary  attention 
wlhch  the  Earl  of  Sandwich,  Sir  Hugh  Palliscr,  and 
others  of  the  board  of  admiralty  had  uniformly  shown 
to  the  preparations  for  the  expedition,  the}'  went  down 
to  Long  Reach,  and  paid  a  visit  to  the  ships,  on  the 
8th  of  June,  to  examine  whether  every  thing  was 
completed  conformably  to  their  intentions  and  orders, 
and  to  the  satisfaction  of  all  who  were  to  embark  in 
the  voyage.  His  lordship  and  the  rest  of  the  admi- 
ralty board,  together  with  several  noblemen  and  gen- 
tlemen of  their  acquaintance,  honoured  Captain  Cook» 
on  that  day,  wini  their  company  at  dinner.  Both  upon 
their  coming  on  board,  and  their  going  ashore,  they 
ivere  saluted  with  seventeen  guns,  and  with  three 
cheers. 

As  the  ships  were  to  touch  at  Otaheite  and  the  So- 
ciety Islands,  it  had  been  determined  not  to  omit  the 
only  opportunity  which  might  ever  offer  of  carrying 
Omai  back  to  his  native  counlr}'.  Accordingly,  he 
left  London,  on  the  24th  of  June,  in  company  with 
Captain  Cook;  and  it  was  with  a  mixture  of  regret 
and  satisfaction  that  he  took  his  departure.  When 
England,  and  those  who,  during  his  stay,  had  honoured 
him  with  their  protection  or  friendship,  were  spoken 
of,  his  spirits  were  sensibly  affected,  and  it  was  with 
difliculty  that  he  could  refrain  from  tears.  But  his 
eyes  began  to  sparkle  with  joy,  as  soon  as  ever  the 
conversation  was  turned  to  his  own  islands.  The 
good  treatment  he  received  in  England  had  made  a 
deep  impression  upon  his  mind  ;  and  he  entertained 
the  highest  ideas  of  the  country  and  of  the  people. 
Nevertheless,  the  pleasing  prospect  he  now  Jiad  be- 
fore him  of  returning  home>  loacled  with  what,  he  well 
knew,  would  there  be  esteemed  invaluable  treasures, 
and  the  Haltering  hope,  which  the  possession  of  these 
afforded  him,  of  attaining  to  a  distinguished  supe- 
riority among  his  cuuulrymen,  were  considerations 
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which  operated,  by  degrees,  to  suppress  every  uneasy 
sensation.  By  tlie  time  he  had  gotten  on  board  the 
ship,  he  appeared  to  bo  quite  happy. 

His  majesty  had  furnished  Oiiiai  with  an  ample  pro- 
vision of  every  article  which  our  English  navigators, 
during  their  former  intercourse  with  Otaheite  and  the 
Society  Islands,  had  observed  to  be  in  any  estimation 
there,  either  as  useful,  or  ornamental.  Many  presents, 
likewise,  of  the  same  nature,  had  been  made  him  by 
Lord  Sandwich,  Sir  Joseph  Banks,  and  several  other 
gentlemen  and  ladies  of  his  acquaintance.  In  short, 
both  during  his  residence  in  England,  and  at  his  de- 
parture from  it,  no  method  had  been  neglected,  which 
could  be  calculated  to  render  him  the  instrument  of 
conveying  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  islands  of  the  Pa- 
cific Ocean,  the  most  exalted  ideas  of  the  greatness 
and  generosity  of  the  British  nation. 


;  CHAP.  vr. 

Narnttive  of  Captain  Cook\s  Voyage  to  the  Pacific 
Ocea/iy  to  the  period  of  his  Death, 

Every  preparation  for  the  voyage  being  completed, 
Captain  Cook  received  an  order  to  proceed  to  Ply- 
mouth, and  to  take  the  Discovery  under  his  command. 
Having,  accordingly,  given  the  proper  directiwns  to  Cap- 
tain Clerke,  he  sailed  from  the  Nore  to  the  Downs,  on 
the  :25th  of  June.  On  the  30lh  of  the  same  month,  he 
anchored  in  Plymouth  iSound,  where  the  Discovery 
was  already  arrived.  It  was  the  8lh  day  of  July  belbre 
our  commander  received  his  instructions  for  the  voy- 
age ;  and,  at  the  same  lime,  he  was  ordered  to  proceed 
with  the  Resolution,  to  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope.  Cap- 
tain Clerke,  who  was  detained  in  London,  by  soma 
unavoidable  circumstances,  was  to  follow  as  soon  as  he 
should  join  his  ship. 

In  the  evening  of  the  12lh,  Captain  Cook  stood  out 
of  Plymouth  Sound,  and  pursued  his  course  down  the 
channel.  It  was  very  early  that  he  began  his  judicious 
operations  for  preserving  the  health  of  hisciew^  for, 
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oil  the  17th,  the  ship  was  smoked  between  the  decks 
with  p^uufiowder,  and  the  spare  sails  were  well  aired. 
Oil  the  30lii,  the  moon  bein<2^  totally  eclipsed,  the  cap- 
tain observed  it  with  a  night  telescope.  He  had  not, 
on  this  occasion,  an  opportunity  of  making  many  ob- 
servations. 1'lie  reason  was,  that  the  moun  was  hidden 
hntiind  the  clouds  the  greater  part  of  the  time;  and 
tiiis  was  particularly  the  case,  when  the  beginning  and 
the  end  of  total  darkness,  and  the  end  of  the  eclipse, 
happened. 

It  being  found,  that  there  was  not  hay  and  corn  suf- 
ficient for  the  subsistence  of  the  stock  of  animals  on 
board,  till  the  arrival  of  our  people  at  the  Cape  of 
Good  Hope,  Captain  Cook  determined  to  touch  at 
TeneriHe.  This  island  he  thought  better  adapted  to 
the  purposes  of  procuring  these  articles,  and  other 
refreshments,  than  Madeira.  On  the  1st  of  August,  he 
anchored  in  the  road  of  Santa  Cruz,  and  immediately 
dispatched  an  olHcer  to  the  governor,  who,  with  the 
utmost  politeness,  granted  every  thing  which  our  com- 
mander requested. 

VVerea  judgment  to  be  formed  from  the  appearance 
of  the  country  In  the  neighbourhood  of  Santa  Cruz,  it 
might  be  concluded  that  TeneriHe  »s  so  barren  a  spot, 
as  to  be  insudicient  for  the  maii  ance  even  of  its 
own  inhabitants.  It  was  proved,  however,  bv  the  ample 
supplies  which  onrnavigators  received, thai  Uie  islanders 
had  enough  to  spare  for  visitors.  The  necessat  y  articles 
of  refreshment  were  procured  at  such  moderate  prices, 
as  to  confirm  Captain  Cook  in  his  opinion,  that  Tene- 
riHe is  a  more  eligible  place  than  Madeira,  for  ships 
to  touch  at,  which  are  bound  on  long  voyages.  In- 
deed, the  wine  of  the  latter  island  is  far  superior  to  that 
of  the  former;  but  then  it  can  only  be  purchased  bv  ., 
sum  of  money  proportionably  larger. 

During  the  short  stay  which  the  captain  made  at 
TeneriHe,  he  continued  with  great  assiduity  his  astro- 
nomical observations;  and  Mr.  Anderson  has  not  a 
little  contributed  to  the  farther  knowledge  of  the 
country,  by  his  remarks  on  its  general  state,  its  natural 
appearances,  its  productions,  and  its  inhabitants.  He 
learned,  from  a  sensible  and  well-informed   gentle- 
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man,  who  resided  in  the  island,  llial  a  shrub  is  com- 
mon there,  which  agrees  exactly  with  the  description 
given  by  Tournefort  and -Linnaeus,  of  llie  tea  shrub,  as 
growing  in  China  and  Japan.  It  is  reckoned  a  weed, 
and  every  year  is  rooted  out  in  large  quantities  from 
the  vineyards.  The  Spaniards,  liowever,  sometimes 
use  it  as  tea,  and  ascribe  to  it  all  the  qualities  'S  that 
which  is  imported  liom  China.  They  give  it  also  the 
name  of  lea,  and  say  that  it  vas  found  in  the  country 
when  the  islands  were  first  discovered.  Another  bo- 
tanical curiosity  is  called  the  impregnated  lemon;  which 
is  a  perfect  and  distinct  lemon  enclosed  within  ano- 
tiier,  and  diflerinj:^  from  the  outer  one  only  lo  being  a 
little  niore  globular. 

The  air  and  cliniate  of  Tenerik/e  are,  in  general,  re- 
markably heallhrul,  and  particularly  adapted  to  give 
relief  in  pulmonary  complaints.  This  the  gentleman 
before  mentioned  endeavoured  to  account  for,  from  its 
being  always  in  a  person's  power  to  procure  a  different 
temperature  of  tin  air,  by  residing  at  different  heights 
in  the  island.  He  expressed,  therefore,  Jiis  surprise 
that  the  physicians  of  England  should  never  have 
thought  of  sending  their  consumptive  patients  toTene- 
riffe,  instead  of  Nice  or  Lisbon. 

Although  it  is  not  understood  that  there  is  any  great 
similarity  between  the  manners  of  the  English  and 
those  of  the  Spaniards,  it  was  observable,  that  the 
difference  between  them  was  very  little  perceived  by 
Omai.  He  only  said,  that  tl^e  Spaniards  did  not  ap- 
pear to  be  so  friendly  as  the  English ;  and  that,  in  their 
persons,  they  approached  to  :  ome  resenib'unce  of  his 
own  countrymen. 

On  the  4lh,  Captain  Cook  sailed  from  Teneriffe,  and 
proceeded  on  his  voyage.  Such  was  his  attention,  both 
to  the  discipline  and  the  health  of  hiscompany,  that  twice 
in  the  space  of  five  days,  he  exercised  them  at  great 
guns  and  small  arms,  and  cleared  and  smoked  the  ship 
below  decks.  On  the  evening  of  the  10th,  when  the 
Resolution  was  at  a  small  distance  from  tho  island  of 
Bonavista,  she  ran  so  close  upon  a  number  of  sunken 
rocks,  that  she  did  but  just  weather  the  breakers.  The 
situation  of  our  voyagers,  for  a  few  minutes,  was  very 
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niarming.  In  this  situation  the  captain,  with  the  in- 
trepid coolness  which  distinguished  his  character,  did 
nut  choose  to  sound,  as  tiiat,  without  any  possibility 
of  lessening,  might  have  heightened  llie  <lHiiger. 

While  our  coniniander  was  near  the  Cape  de  Verde 
Tslands,  he  had  an  opportunity  of  con ccti ug  an  isser- 
tiou  of  Mr.  Nichelson's  willi  regard  to  Ilie  manner  of 
sailing  by  those  islands,  which,  if  iuipiicilly  trusted  to^ 
might  prove  of  dangerous  consequence.  On  the  13th, 
our  navigators  arrived  before  Port  Praya,  in  the  Island 
of  St.  Jago;  but  as  the  Discovery  was  not  there,  and 
lillle  water  had  been  expended  in  the  passage  from 
Tenerifie,  Captain  Cook  did  not  think  proper  to  go  in; 
but  stood  to  the  southward. 

In  the  course  of  the  voyage,  between  the  latitudes 
of  12°  and  7°  north,  the  weather  was  generally  dark 
and  gloomy.  The  rains  were  frequent,  and  accom- 
panied with  tl  at  close  and  sultry  weather,  which  too 
often  brings  on  sickness  in  this  passage.  At  such  a 
time,  the  worst  consequences  are  to  be  apprehended; 
and  commanders  of  ships  cannot  be  too  much  U|)on  their 
guard,  it  is  necessary  for  them  to  purify  ihe  air  between 
decks  with  iires  and  stuoke,  and  to  oblige  their  people 
to  dry  their  clothes  at  every  opportunity.  The  con- 
stant observance  of  these  precautions  on  board  the 
Resolution  was  attended  with  such  success,  that  the 
captain  had  now  fewer  sick  men  than  on  either  of  iiis 
former  voyages.  This  was  the  more  remarkable,  as,  in 
consequence  of  the  seams  of  the  vessel  having  opened 
so  wide,  as  to  admit  the  rain  when  it  fell,  there  was 
scarcely  a  man  who  could  lie  dry  in  his  bed  ;  and  the 
otlicers  in  the  gun-room  were  all  driven  out  of  their 
cabins  by  the  water  that  came  through  the  sides. 
When  settled  weather  returned,  the  caulkers  were  em- 
ployed in  repairing  these  delects,  by  caulking  the 
decks  and  inside  weather-works  of  iUe  hhip ;  for  the 
humanity  of  our  commander  would  not  trust  the  work- 
men over  the  sides,  while  the  Resolution  was  at  sea. 

On  the  Isl  of  September,  our  navigators  crossed  the 
equator.  While,  on  the  8th,  Captain  Cook  was  near 
the  eastern  coast  of  Brazil,  he  was  at  considerable 
pains  to  settle  its  longitude,  whicbi  till  some  better 
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astronomical  observations  are  made  on  shore  in  thai 
country,  lie  concluded  to  be  thirty-live  degrees  and  a 
hair,  or  thirty-six  degrees  west,  at  most. 

As  our  people  proceeded  on  their  voyage,  Ihey  fre- 
quently saw,  in  the  night,  those  luminous  marine  ani- 
mals, which  have  formerly  been  mentioned  and  de- 
scribed. Some  of  them  appeared  to  be  considerably 
larger  than  any  which  the  captain  had  met  with  be- 
fore ;  and  sometimes  they  were  so  numerous,  that  hun- 
dreds of  them  were  visible  at  the  same  moment. 

On  the  18tli  of  October,  the  Resolution  came  to  an 
anchor  in  Table  Bay,  at  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope ;  and 
the  usual  compliments  having  been  paid  to  Baron 
Plettenberg  the  governor.  Captain  Cook  immediately 
applied  himself  to  his  customary  operations.  Nothing 
remarkable  occurred  till  the  evening  of  the  31st,  when 
a  tempest  arose  from  the  south-east,  which  lasted  three 
days,  and  which  was  so  violent  that  the  Resolution  was 
the  only  ship  in  the  bay  that  rode  out  the  gale  withoat 
dragging  her  anchors.  The  effects  of  the  storm  were 
sensibly  felt  by  our  people  on  shore  >  for  their  tents 
and  observatory  were  torn  to  pieces,  and  their  ai'tro- 
nomical  quadrant  narrowly  escaped  irreparable  damage. 
On  the  3d  of  November,  the  tempest  ceased,  and  the 
next  day  the  English  were  enabled  to  resume  their  dif- 
ferent emplo^nienlSc 

It  was  not  till  the  10th  of  the  month,  that  Captain 
Cook  had  the  salisfaclion  of  seeing  the  Discovery 
arrive  in  the  bay,  and  effect  her  junction  with  the  Re- 
solution. She  had  sailed  from  England  on  the  1st  of 
August,  and  would  have  reached  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope  a  week  j^ooner,  if  she  had  not  been  driven  from 
the  coast  by  the  late  storm.  Every  assistance  was 
immediately  given  to  put  her  into  a  proper  condition 
for  proceeding  on  the  voyage. 

While  the  necessary  preparations  for  the  future  na- 
vigation were  completing,  a  disaster  happened  with 
regard  to  the  cattle  which  had  been  carried  out  in  the 
Resolution.  They  had  been  conveyed  on  shore  for 
the  purpose  of  grazing.  The  bull,  and  two  cows, 
with  their  calves,  had  been  sent  to  graze  along  with 
some  other  cattle  j  but  Captain  Cook  was  advised  to 
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keep  the  sheep,  which  were  sixteen  in  number,  close 
to  the  tents,  where  they  were  penned  up  every  evening. 
During  the  night  preceding  the  14lh,  some  dogs  hav- 
ing gotten  in  among  them,  forced  them  out  of  the  pen, 
killed  four,  and  dispersed  the  rest.  Six  of  them  were 
recovered  the  next  day ;  but  the  two  rams,  and  two 
of  the  finest  ewes  in  the  whole  flock,  were  amongst 
those  which  were  missing.  Baron  Plettenberg  being 
at  this  time  in  the  couiilrji  our  commander  applied  to 
Mr.  Hemmy,  the  lieutenant-governor,  and  to  the  fiscal, 
for  redress ;  and  both  these  gentlemen  promised  to  use 
their  endeavours  for  the  recovery  of  the  lost  sheep. 
It  is  the  boast  of  the  Dutch,  that  the  police  at  the 
Cape  is  so  carefully  executed,  that  it  is  scarcely  pos- 
sible for  a  slave,  with  all  his  cunning  and  knowledge 
of  the  country,  to  effectuate  his  escape.  Nevertheless, 
Captain  Cook*s  sheep  evaded  all  the  vigilance  of  the 
fiscal's  olHcers  and  people.  At  length,  after  much 
trouble  and  expense,  by  employing  some  of  the  mean- 
est and  lowest  scoundrels  in  the  piace,  lie  recovered 
all  but  the  two  ewes,  of  which  he  never  could  hear 
the  least  tidings.  The  character  given  of  the  fellows 
to  whom  the  captain  was  obliged  to  have  recourse,  by 
the  person  who  recommended  their  being  applied  to, 
was,  that  for  a  ducatoon  they  would  cut  their  master's 
throat,  burn  the  house  over  his  head,  and  bury  him 
and  the  whole  family  in  the  ashes. 

During  the  stay  of  our  voyagers  at  the  Cape,  some 
of  the  officers,  accompanied  by  Mr.  Anderson,  made  a 
short  excursion  into  the  neighbouring  country.  This 
gentleman,  as  usual,  was  very  diligent  in  recording 
every  thing  which  appeared  to  him  worthy  of  obser- 
valion.  His  remarks,  however,  in  the  present  case, 
will  be  deemed  of  little  consequence,  compared  with 
the  full,  accurate,  and  curious  account  of  the  Cape  of 
Good  Hope,  with  which  Dr.  Sparrman  hath  lately  fa- 
voured the  literary  world. 

With  respect  to  Captain  Cook,  besides  the  unavoid- 
able care  which  lay  upon  him,  in  providing  his  ships 
with  whatever  was  requisite  for  the  commodious  and 
successful  prosecution  of  the  voyage,  his  attention 
was  eminently  directed  to  scientifio  objects.    He  was 
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anxious  to  ascertain  the  currents,  the  variations  of  the 
compass,  and  the  latitude  and  lonp^itude  of  the  places 
to  which  he  catne.  The  observations  which  he  coN 
lected,  and  recorded  in  his  journal,  while  ho  was  at  the 
Cape  of  Good  Hope,  will  be  esteemed  of  the  greatest 
importance  by  judicious  navi«ralors. 

After  the  disaster  which  had  happened  to  the  sheep, 
it  may  well  be  supposed,  that  our  commander  did  not 
long  trust  on  shore  those  which  remained.  Accord- 
ingly, he  gave  orders  to  have  them,  and  the  other 
cattle,  conveyed  on  board  as  fast  as  possible.  He 
made  an  addition,  also,  to  the  original  stock,  by  the 
purchase  of  two  young  bulls,  two  heifers,  two  young 
stallions,  two  mares,  two  rams,  several  ewes  and  goals, 
and  some  rabbits  and  poultry.  All  these  animals  were 
intended  for  New  Zealand,  Olaheile,  and  the  neigh- 
bouring islands;  and,  indeed,  for  any  other  places,  in 
the  course  of  the  voyage,  where  the  leaving  of  any  of 
them  might  be  of  service  to  posterity. 

In  the  supplies  which  were  provided  at  the  Cape, 
Captain  Cook  paid  a  particular  regard  to  the  nature 
and  extent  of  his  undertaking.  As  it  was  impossible 
to  tell  when  or  where  he  might  meet  with  a  place, 
which  could  so  amply  coutributi.  to  his  necessities,  he 
thought  proper  to  lay  in  such  a  store  of  provisions  for 
both  ships,  as  would  be  suOicient  to  last  them  for  two 
years  and  upwards. 

Our  commander  having  given  a  copy  of  his  instruc- 
tions to  Captain  Clerke,  and  an  order  directing  him 
how  to  proceed  in  case  of  a  separation,  weighed  from 
Table  Bay  on  the  SOtli  of  November,  though  it  was 
not  till  the  3d  of  December  that  he  got  clear  of  the 
land.  On  the  6lh  the  ships  passed  through  several 
spots  of  water,  nearly  of  a  red  colour.  When  some 
of  this  was  saken  up,  it  was  found  to  contain  a  large 
quantity  of  small  animals,  of  a  reddish  hue,  and  which 
the  microscope  discovered  to  resemble  a  cray-fish.  As 
our  navigators  pursued  their  course  to  the  south-east, 
a  very  strong  gale,  which  they  had  from  the  westward, 
was  followed  by  a  mountainous  sea,  in  consequence  of 
which  the  Resolution  rolled  and  tumbled  so  niucb, 
that  the  cattle  on  board   were  preserved  with  the 
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nlmosl  rlifHcnlly.  Soon  after,  several  of  the  t^oals, 
especially  the  males,  to<^ellier  with  some  sheep,  died, 
iiotwitiislandini^  all  the  care  to  prevent  it,,  that  was 
exercised  by  our  people.  This  misfortune  wus  chiefly 
o>Yinj;^  to  the  coldness  of  the  'leather,  which  now  be- 
gan to  be  felt  in  the  most  sensible  manner. 

On  the  12th,  land  was  seen,  which,  npon  a  nearer 
approach,  was  found  to  consist  of  two  islands.  That 
which  lies  most  to  the  south,  and  is  the  lar^^ost,  waa 
judged  by  Captain  Cook  to  be  about  fifteen  leagues  in 
circuit.  TUe  northerly  one  is  about  nine  leagues  in 
circuit ;  and  the  two  islands  are  at  the  distance  of  five 
leagues  from  each  other.  As  the  ships  passed  through 
the  channel  between  them,  our  voyagers  could  net 
discover,  with  the  assistance  of  their  best  glasses, 
either  tree  or  shrub  on  either  of  them.  They  seemed 
to  have  a  rocky  and  bold  shore,  and  their  surface  is 
for  the  most  part  composed  of  barren  mountains,  the 
summits  and  sides  of  which  were  covered  with  snow. 
These  two  islands,  together  with  four  others  which  lie 
from  nine  to  twelve  degrees  of  longitude  more  to  the 
east,  and  nearly  in  the  same  latitude,  had  been  dis- 
covered by  Captains  Marion  du  Fresno  and  Crozet, 
French  navigators,  in  January,  1772,  on  their  passage, 
in  two  ships  from  the  Car)e  of  Good  Hope  to  the  Phi- 
lippine Islands.  As  no  names  had  been  assigned  to 
them  in  a  chart  of  the  Southern  Ocean,  which  Cap- 
tain Crozet  communicated  to  Captain  Cook  in  1775, 
our  commander  distinguished  the  two  larger  ones  by 
calling  them  Prince  Kdward's  Islands,  after  his  ma- 
jesty's fourth  son.  To  ihe  other  four,  with  a  view  of 
t'ommemoraling  the  discoverers,  he  gave  the  name  of 
Marion's  and  Crozet*s  Islands. 

Though  it  was  now  the  middle  of  summer  in  this 
hemisphere,  the  weather  was  not  less  severe  than  what 
is  generally  met  with  in  FiUgland  i.i  the  very  depth  of 
winter.  Instead,  however,  of  being  discouraged  by 
this  circumstance,  the  captain  shaped  his  course  in 
such  a  manner,  as  to  pass  to  the  southward  of  Marion's 
and  Crozet's  Islands,  that  he  might  get  into  the  lati- 
tude of  land  which  had  been  discovered  by  M.  de  Ker- 
guelen,  another  French  navigator.    It  was  part  of  our 
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commander's  iiiRlrncUons  to  examine  wbetlier  a  good 
karbour  might  not  hero  be  fonnd. 

As  our  vovaffers,  on  llie  24th,  were  steering  to  the 
eastward,  a  fog  clearings  tip  a  little,  which  had  involved 
them  for  some  time,  and  which  had  rendered  their  na- 
vigation both  tedious  and  dangerous,  land  was  seen, 
bearing  south-south-east.  Upon  a  nearer  approach,  it 
was  found  to  be  an  island  of  considerable  height,  and 
about  three  leagues  in  circuit.  Another  island,  of  the 
same  magnitude,  was  soon  after  discovered,  and  in  a 
short  space  a  Ihird,  besides  some  smaller  ones.  At 
times,  as  the  fog  broke  away,  there  was  the  appearance 
of  land  over  the  small  islands,  and  Captain  Cook  enter- 
tained thoughts  of  steering  for  it,  by  running  in  be- 
tween them.  But,  on  drawing  nearer,  he  found  that, 
so  long  as  the  weather  continued  foggy,  this  would  be 
a  perilous  attempt.  For  if  there  should  be  no  passage, 
or  if  our  people  should  meet  with  any  sudden  danger, 
there  was  such  a  prodigious  sea,  breaking  on  all  the 
shores  in  a  frightful  surf,  that  it  would  have  been  im- 
possible for  the  vessels  to  bo  gotten  oiF.  At  the  same 
time,  the  captain  saw  another  island ;  and  as  he  did 
iiol;  know  how  many  more  might  succeed,  he  judged  it 
prudent,  in  order  to  avoid  getting  entangled  among 
unknown  lands  in  a  thick  fog,  to  wait  for  clearer  wea- 
ther. 

The  island  last  mentioned  is  a  high  round  rock, 
which  was  named  Bligh's  Cap.  Our  commander  had 
received  some  very  slight  information  concerning  it  at 
Tenerilfe,  and  his  sagacity  in  tracing  it  was  such,  as 
immediately  led  him  to  determine,  that  it  was  the  same 
that  M.  de  Kerguelen  had  called  the  Isle  of  Rendez- 
vous. His  reason  for  giving  it  that  name  is  not  very 
apparent ;  for  nothing  can  rendezvous  upon  it  but 
fowls  of  the  air,  it  being  certainly  inaccessible  to  every 
other  animal.  The  weather  beginning  to  clear  up. 
Captain  Cook  steered  in  for  the  land,  of  which  a  faint 
view  had  been  obtained  in  the  morning.  This  was 
Kerguelen's  land.  No  sooner  had  our  navigaS^ors  got- 
ten off  Cape  Fran9ois,  than  they  observed  the  coast, 
to  the  southward,  to  be  much  indented  by  projecting 
points  and  bays;  from  which  circumstance  they  were 
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sure  of  findinp^  a  good  harbour.  Acoordingly,  such  a 
liarbour  was  speedily  discovered,  in  which  Ihe  ships 
came  to  an  anchor  on  ihe  25th,  being  Ciirislinas  Day. 
Upon  landing,  our  commander  found  the  shore  almost 
entirely  covered  with  penguins  and  other  birds,  and 
with  seals.  The  latter,  which  were  not  numerous, 
having  been  unaccustomed  to  visitors,  were  so  insen- 
sible of  fear,  that  as  many  as  were  wanted,  fur  the  pur- 
pose of  making  use  of  their  fat  or  blubber,  were  killed 
without  difficult}'.  Fresh  water  was  so  plentiful,  that 
every  gully  afforded  a  large  stream  ;  but  not  a  single 
tree  or  shrub,  or  the  least  sign  of  it,  could  be  met 
with,  and  but  very  little  herbage  of  any  sort.  Before 
Captain  Cook  returned  to  his  ship,  he  ascended  the 
first  ridge  of  rocks,  that  rise  in  a  kind  of  amphi- 
theatre, above  one  another,  in  hopes  of  obtaining  a 
view  of  the  country ;  in  which,  however,  he  was  dis- 
appointed: for,  previously  to  his  reaching  the  top, 
there  came  on  so  thick  a  fog,  that  he  could  scarcely 
find  his  way  down  again.  In  the  evening,  the  seine 
was  hauled  at  the  head  of  the  harbour,  but  only  half  a 
dozen  small  fish  were  caught.  As  nu  belter  success 
attended  a  trial  which  was  made  the  next  day  with 
hook  and  line,  the  only  resource  for  fresh  provision 
was  in  birds,  the  store  of  which  was  inexhaustible. 

The  people  having  wrought  hard  for  two  days,  and 
nearly  completed  their  water,  ihe  captain  allowed  them 
ihe  27th,  as  a  day  of  rest,  to  celebrate  Christmas. 
Many  of  them,  in  consequence  of  this  indulgence, 
went  on  shore,  and  made  excursions,  in  different  di^ 
reoiions,  into  ihe  country,  which  they  found  barren 
and  desolate  in  ihe  highest  degree.  One  of  them,  in 
his  ramble,  discovered,  and  brought  to  our  comman- 
der, in  ihe  evening,  a  quart  bottle,  fastened  with  some 
wire  to  a  projecting  rock  on  ihe  north  side  of  the 
harbour.  This  bottle  contained  a  piece  of  parchment, 
oa  which  was  written  the  following  inscription : 

Ludovico  X  V,  Galliarum 

rege  et  d.  de  Boynes 

regi  a  Secretis  ad  Res 

maratimas  annis  1772  et 

1773. 
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Jt  was  clear,  from  tliis  inscription,  tlial  our  EngliMli 
iiavip;alors  were  not  the  first  who  had  been  in  the 
place.  As  a  memorial  of  our  pconle's  having  touched 
at  the  same  I.arhonr,  Captain  ('ook  wrote,  as  followSi 
on  the  other  side  of  the  parchment : 

Nares  Rvsohttion 

et  Discover ij 

de  Beqe  Magncp  liiitann'ur, 

jJecembris,  177(). 

He  then  put  it  ap:ain  into  a  l)ollle,  toj^ether  with  a 
hilver  two-peniiv  piece  of  177i^.  Having  covered  the 
mouth  of  ilie  bottle  with  a  leaden  cap,  he  placed  it, 
the  next  inoinin":,  in  a  pile  of  stones,  erected  for  the 
purpose,  upon  a  little  eminence  on  the  north  shore  of 
the  harbour,  and  m  ar  to  the  place  wlicre  it  was  first 
found.  Jn  this  position  it  cannot  escape  the  notice  of 
any  FiUropeaij,  whom  accident  (u*  design  may  bring 
into  the  port.  Here  the  captain  displayed  the  British 
flag,  and  named  the  place  Christmas  Harbour,  from 
our  voyagers  having  arrived  in  it  on  that  festival. 

After  our  commander  had  finished  the  business  of 
the  inscription,  lie  went  itJ  his  boat  round  the  harbour, 
to  examine  what  the  shore  afforded.  His  more  par- 
ticular object  was  to  look  for  drill-wood  ;  but  he  did 
not  find  a  single  piece  throughout  the  whole  extent  of 
the  place.  On  the  same  day,  accompanied  by  Mr. 
King,  his  second  lieutenant,  he  went  upon  Cape  Fran- 
cois, with  the  hope,  that,  from  this  elevation,  he  might 
obtain  a  view  of  the  sea-coast,  and  of  the  adjoining 
islands.  Bift  when  he  had  gotten  up,  he  found,  that 
every  distant  object  below  him  was  oltscured  in  a  thick 
fog.  'J'he  land  on  the  same  plain,  or  of  a  greater 
height,  was  sutliciently  visible,  and  appeared  naked 
and  desolate  in  tlie  highest  degree  ;  some  hills  to  the 
southward  excepted,  which  were  covered  with  snow. 

On  the  29th,  Captain  Cook  departed  from  Christmas 
Harbour,  and  proceeded  to  range  along  the  coiist, 
with  a  view  of  discovering  its  position  and  extent. 
In  pursuing  his  course  he  met  with  several  promon- 
tories and  bays,  together  with  a  peninsula,  ail  of  which 
be  has  described  and  named,  chieily  in  honour  of  his 
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various  friends.  Such  was  the  danj^er  of  the  navi- 
g;ntion,  tliat  the  shins  had  more  than  once  a  very  nar- 
row (jsrape.  On  liio  same  day,  another  harbour  was 
discovered,  in  which  the  vessels  came  to  an  anchor  for 
one  night.  Here  the  captain,  Mr.  Gore,  and  Mr. 
Hayley  went  on  shore  to  examine  the  country,  winch 
they  found,  if  possible,  more  barren  and  desolate  than 
the  land  thai  lies  about  Christmas  Harbour :  and  yet, 
if  the  least  fertility  were  any  where  to  be  expected, 
it  ought  to  have  existed  in  this  place,  which  is  com- 
plct(!ly  sheltered  from  the  bleak  and  predominating 
southerly  and  westerly  winds.  Our  commander  ob- 
served, with  regret,  that  there  was  neither  food  nor 
covering  for  cattle  of  any  sort;  and  that,  if  he  left 
any,  they  must  inevitably  perish.  Finding  no  encou- 
ragement to  continue  his  researches,  he  weighed  an- 
chor and  put  to  sea  on  the  30th,  having  given  to  the 
harbour  the  name  of  Fort  Falliser.  On  the  same  day, 
he  came  to  a  point,  which  proved  to  be  the  very  eastern 
extremity  of  Kerguelen's  Land.  In  a  large  bay,  near 
this  point,  there  was  a  prodigious  cpianlity  of  sea-weed, 
some  of  which  is  of  a  most  extraordinary  length.  It 
seemed  to  be  the  same  kind  of  vegetable  production 
that  Sir  Joseph  Banks  had  formerly  distinguished  by 
the  appellation  o^  fuais  ghjanteus.  Although  the  stem 
is  not  much  thicker  than  a  man's  hand,  Captain  Cook 
thought  himself  well  warranted  to  say,  that  part  of  it 
grows  to  the  length  of  sixty  fathoms  and  upward. 

The  result  of  the  examiuatitm  of  Kerguelen's  Land 
was,  that  the  (piantity  of  latitude  which^it  occupies  doth 
not  much  exceed  one  degree  and  a  quarter,  lis  extent, 
from  east  to  west,  still  remains  undecided.  At  its  first 
discovery,  it  was  probably  supposed  to  belong  to  a 
southern  continent;  but,  in  fact,  it  is  an  island,  and 
that  of  no  great  extent.  If  our  commander  had  not 
b(?en  unwilling  to  deprive  M.  Kerguelen  ol  the  honour 
of  its  bearing  his  name,  he  would  have  been  disposed, 
from  its  sterility,  to  call  it  the  Island  of  Desolation. 

It  should  here  be  mentioned,  that  M.  de  Kerguelen 
made  two  visits  to  the  coast  of  this  country;  one  in 
1772,  and  another  in  1773.  With  the  first  of  these 
voyages  Captain  Cook  had  only  a  very  slight  acquain-- 
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tance^  and  to  the  second  he  was  totally  a  stranger;  so 
that  he  scarcely  had  any  opportunity  of  comparing  his 
own  discoveries  with  those  of  the  French  nayij|;ator. 
M.  de  Kerp^ueien  was  peculiarly  unfortunate,  in  having 
done  but  little  to  complete  what  he  had  begun  $  for 
though  he  discovered  a  new  land,  he  could  not,  in  two 
expeditions  to  it,  once  bring  his  ships  to  an  anchor 
upon  any  part  of  its  coasts.  Caolain  Cook  had  either 
fewer  difficulties  to  slrugffle  with,  or  was  more  success- 
ful in  surmounting  them. 

During  the  short  time  in  which  our  voyagers  lay  in 
Christmas  Harbour,  Mr.  Anderson  lost  no  opportunity 
of  searching  the  country  in  every  direction.  Perhaps 
no  place,  hitherto  discovered,  under  the  same  parallel 
of  latitude,  ailbrds  so  scanty  a  field  for  a  natural  his- 
torian. All  that  could  be  known  in  the  space  of  time 
allotted  him,  and  prohably  all  that  will  ever  be  worthy 
to  be  known,  was  collected  by  this  gentleman.  A  ver- 
dure, which  had  been  seen  at  a  little  distance  from 
the  shore,  gave  our  people  the  flattering  expectation 
of  meeting  with  a  variety  of  herbage:  but  in  this  they 
were  greatly  deceived.  On  landing,  it  was  perceived, 
that  the  lively  colour  which  had  imposed  upon  them, 
was  occasioned  only  by  one  small  plant,  not  unlike 
some  sorts  of  saxifrage.  It  grows  in  large  spreading 
tufts,  2,  considerable  way  up  the  hills.  The  whole 
catalogue  of  plants  does  not  exceed  sixteen  or  eigh- 
teen, including  several  kinds  of  rooss,  and  a  beautiful 
species  of  lichen,  which  rises  higher  up  from  the  rocks 
than  the  rest  of  tha  vegetable  productions.  There  is 
not  the  appearance  of  a  shrub  in  the  whole  country. 
Nature  has  been  somewhat  more  bountiful  in  furnish- 
ing it  with  animals ;  though,  strictly  speaking,  they 
are  not  inhabitants  of  the  place,  being  all  of  the  marine 
kind.  In  general,  the  land  is  only  used  by  them  for 
breeding,  and  as  a  resting-place.  Of  these  animals 
the  most  considerable  are  seals ;  being  of  that  sort 
which  is  called  the  ursine  seal.  The  birds,  which  have 
already  been  mentioned  as  very  numerous,  chiefly 
consist  of  penguins,  ducks,  petrels,  albatrosses,  shags, 
gullsj,  and  sea  swallows.  Penguins,  which  are  far  su- 
perior in  number  to  the  rest,  are  of  three  kinds,  one 
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of  which  had  never  been  seen  by  any  of  our  voyagers 
hefore.  The  rocks,  or  foundations  of  the  hills,  are 
principally  composed  of  that  dark  blue  and  ver^  hard 
stone,  which  seems  to  be  one  of  the  most  universal 

Erodnctions  of  nature.  Nothing  was  discovered  that 
ad  the  least  appearance  of  ore  or  metal. 
From  this  desolate  coast  Captain  Cook  look  his  de- 
parture on  the  31st,  intending,  agreeably  to  his  instruc- 
tions, to  touch  next  at  New  Zealand ;  that  he  might  ob- 
tain a  recruit  of  water,  take  in  wood,  and  make  hay  for 
the  cattle.  Their  number  was  now  considerably  dimi- 
nished; for  two  young  bulls,  one  of  the  heifers,  two 
rams,  and  several  of  the  goats,  had  died  while  our 
navigators  were  employed  in  exploring  Kerguelen's 
Land.  For  some  time  they  had  fresh  gales,  and  toler- 
ably clear  weather.  But  on  the  3d  of  January,  1777, 
the  wind  veered  to  the  north,  where  it  continued  eight 
days,  and  was  attended  with  so  thick  a  fog,  that  the 
ships  ran  above  three  hundred  leagues  in  the  dark. 
Occasionally  the  weather  would  clear  up,  and  give  our 
people  a  sight  of  the  sun  ;  but  this  happened  ver}'  sel- 
dom, and  was  always  of  short  continuance.  However, 
amidst  all  the  darkness  produced  by  the  fog,  the  ves- 
sels, though  they  seldom  saw  each  other,  were  so  for- 
timate,  in  consequence  of  frequently  firing  guns  as 
signals,  thai  ihey  did  not  lose  company.  On  the  12lh, 
tiie  northerly  winds  ended  in  a  calm.  IMiis  was  suc- 
ceeded, in  a  little  time,  by  a  wind  from  the  southward, 
which  brought  on  a  rain,  that  continued  for  twenty-four 
hours.  At  the  end  of  the  rain,  the  wind  freshened, 
and  veering  to  the  west  and  north-west,  was  followed 
bv  fair  and  clear  weather. 

Nothing  very  remarkable  occurred  to  our  voyagers 
till  the  24?th,  when  they  discovered  the  coast  of  Van 
Diemen's  Land ;  and,  on  the  26lh,  the  shins  came  to 
an  anchor  in  Adventure  Bay.  Captain  Cook,  as  soon 
as  he  had  anchored,  ordered  the  boats  to  be  hoisted 
out;  in  one  of  which  he  went  himself,  to  look  for  the 
most  commodious  place  for  obtaining  the  necessary 
supplies.  Wood  and  water  were  found  in  abundance, 
and  in  places  sufficiently  convenient ;  but  grass,  which 
was  most  wanted,  was  scarce,  and,  at  the  same  lime. 
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very  coarse.     Necessity,  however,  obliged  our  people 

to  lake  up  wilii  sucli  as  could  be  procured. 

On  the  i^8lli,  Ibe  Knglish,  who  were  employed  in 
cutting  wood ,  were  agreeabi  y  surprised  with  a  visit  from 
some  of  the  natives.  Tliey  consisted  of  eight  men  and 
a  boy,  who  approached  our  voyagers  not  only  without 
fear,  but  with  the  most  perfect  confidence  and  freedom. 
There  was  only  a  single  person  among  them  who  had 
any  thing  which  bore  the  least  appearance  of  a  weapon, 
and  that  was  no  more  than  a  slick  about  two  feet  loug, 
and  pointed  at  one  end.  These  ])eo|)le  were  quite 
naked,  and  wore  no  kind  of  ornainenis  :  unless  some 
large  punclures,  or  ridges,  raised  in  ditferent  parts  of 
their  bodies,  either  in  straijcht  or  curved  lines,  may  be 
considered  in  that  light.  Most  of  them  had  their  hair 
and  beards  smeared  with  a  red  oiiilinent;  and  the  faces 
of  some  of  them  were  painted  with  the  same  composi- 
tion. Every  present  which  Caplain  Cook  made  them 
they  received  without  the  least  appearance  of  satisfac- 
tion, 01'  bread  and  elephant  fish,  which  were  offered 
them,  they  relustd  to  taste,  but  showed  that  they  were 
fond  of  birds,  as  an  article  of  food.  Two  pigs,  which 
the  ca[)tain  had  brought  on  shore,  having  come  within 
their  reach  they  seizt  d  them  by  the  ears,  as  a  dog 
would  have  done,  and  would  have  carried  them  off 
immediatelv,  apparently  with  no  other  intention  than 
to  kill  them.  Oar  commander  being  desirous  of  know- 
ing the  use  of  the  stick  which  one  of  the  Indians  had 
in  his  hands,  he  signified,  by  signs,  his  wishes  to  that 
purpose.  His  intimations  so  far  succeeded,  that  one 
of  them  set  up  a  piece  of  wood  as  a  mark,  and  threw 
at  it  at  the  distance  of  about  twenty  yards.  There 
was  but  little  reason  to  commend  his  dexterity;  for, 
after  repeated  trials,  he  was  stilt  very  wide  from  his 
object.  Oriiai,  to  convince  the  natives  how  much  our 
weapons  were  superior  to  theirs,  then  fired  his  musket 
at  the  ma»k,  by  which  llney  were  so  greatly  terrified^ 
that,  notwithstanding  all  the  endeavoii'-s  of  the  Eng- 
glish  to  quiet  their  miuds,  they  ran  instantly  into  the 
woods. 

After  the  retreat  of  the  Indians,  Caplain  Cook,  judg- 
ing that  their  fears  would  prevent  their  remaiuiiig  near 
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enough  to  observe  what  passed,  ordered  the  two  pigs, 
being  a  boar  and  a  sow,  to  be  carried  about  a  mile 
within  the  head  of  the  baj,  and  saw  tiiem  left  there,  by 
the  side  of  a  fresh-water  brook.  It  was,  at  first,  his 
benevolent  iiitcnlion  to  make  an  additional  present  to 
Van  Diemen's  Land,  of  a  young  bull  and  covy,  toge- 
ther with  some  sheep  and  goals.  But,  upon  reileclion, 
he  laid  aside  this  design;  being  persuaded  that  the 
natives  would  destroy  them,  from  their  incapacity  of 
entering  into  his  views  with  regard  to  the  improve- 
ment of  their  country.  As  pigs  are  animals  which 
soon  become  wild,  and  are  fond  of  the  thickest  cover 
of  tiie  woods,  there  was  the  greater  probability  of 
their  being  preserved.  For  the  accommodation  of  the 
other  cattle,  an  open  place  must  have  been  chosen  ; 
in  which  situation  thej' coulu  not  possibly  have^been 
concealed  many  days. 

On  the  29lh,  about  twenty  of  the  inhabitants,  men 
and  bovs,  joined  Captain  Cook  and  such  of  his  people 
as  had  landed  with  him,  without  manifesting  the  least 
sign  of  fear  or  distrust,     it  was  remarkable,  that  one 
of  the  Indians  was  conspicuously  deformed ;  nor  was 
he  more  distinguished  by  the   hump   upon  his   back, 
than  by  the  drollery  of  his  gestures,  and  the  humour 
of  his  speeches,   w'ich   had    the    appearance  of  being 
intended  for  the  entertaitrment  of  our  voyagers.     Un- 
fortunately, the  language  in  wliieii   he  spake  to  them 
was  wholly  unintelligible.      To  each   of    the  present 
group  the  captain  gave  a  string  of  beads  and  a  medal, 
which  they  seemed  to  receive  with  some  satisfaction. 
On  iroUy  and  iron  tools,  they  appeared  to  set  no  value. 
There  was  reason  to  believe,  that  they  were  even  ig- 
norant of  fish-hooks;  and  yet  it  is  ditlicult  to  suppose, 
that  a  people  who  inhabit  a  sea-coast,  and  who  were 
not  observed   to  derive  any  part  of  their  sustenance 
from  the  productions  of  the  ground,  sliould  be  unac- 
quainted with  some  mode  of  catching  fish.     However, 
they  were  never  seen  to  be  thus  employed  ;   nor  was 
any  canoe  or  vessel  discovered  by  which  they  could  go 
upon  the  water.    Though  they  had  rejected  the  kind  of 
ot  fish  which  had  been  offered  them,  it  was  evident 
that  sheli-ilsh  made  a  part  uf  their  food. 
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After  Captain  Cook  had  left  llie  shore,  several  wo- 
men and  children  made  iheir  appearance,  and  were 
introduced  to  Lieutenant  King^  by  some  of  the  men 
that  attended  them.  These  females  ^a  kangooroo  skin 
excepted,  which  was  tied  over  their  Hhoulders,  and 
seemed  to  be  intended  to  support  their  infants^  were 
as  naked  and  as  black  as  the  men,  and  had  their  Dodies 
marked  with  scars  in  the  same  manner.  Many  of  the 
children  had  fine  features,  and  were  thoug^ht  to  be 
pretty;  but  a  less  favourable  report  was  made  of  the 
women,  and  especially  of  those  who  were  advanced  in 
years.  8ome  of  the  gentlemen,  however,  belonging  to 
the  Discovery,  as  our  commander  was  informed,  paid 
their  addresses  and  made  liberal  offers  of  presents, 
which  were  rejected  with  great  disdain.  It  is  certain^ 
that  this  gallantry  was  not  very  agreeable  to  the  men  : 
for  an  elderly  man,  as  soon  as  he  observed  it,  ordered 
the  women  to  retire.  The  order  was  obeyed  ;  but,  on 
the  part  uf  some  of  the  females,  with  the  appearance 
of  a  little  reluctance. 

On  the  present  occasion,  Captain  Cook  made  some 
proper  and  perliueut  reflections,  which  I  shall  deliver 
in  his  own  words.      "This  conduct,"  says  he,  **  of 
Europeans  among  savages,  to  their  women,  is  highly 
blameable;    as  it  creates  a   jealousy  in   their   men, 
that  may   be  attended  with  consequences  fatal  to  the 
success  of  the  common  enterprise,  and  to  the  whole 
body  of  adventurers,  without  advancing  the  private 
purpose  of  the  individual,  or  ei^abling  him  to  gain  the 
object  of  his  wishes.     I  believe  it  has  generally  been 
found,  amongst  uncivilized  people,  that  where  the  wo- 
men are  easy  of  access,  the  men  are  the  first  to  ofier 
them  to  strangers ;  and  that,  where  this  is  not  the  case, 
neither  the  allurement  of  presents,  nor  the  opportunity 
of  privacy,  will  be  likely  to  have  the  desired  effects 
This  observation,  I  am  sure,  will  hold  good  through- 
out all  the  parts  of  the  South  Sea  where  I  have  been. 
Why  then  should  men  act  so  absurd  a  part,  as  to  risk 
their  own  safety,  and  that  of  all  their  companions,  in 
pursuit  of  a  gratification,  which  they  have  no  proba- 
bility of  obtaining:"' 
While  our  navjgaiors  were  at  Van  Diemen's  Land, 
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they  were  successful  in  obtaining  a  plentiful  crop  of 

frrass  for  their  cattle,  and  s'^ch  as  was  far  more  excel- 
ent  tban  what  they  had  met  with  at  their  first  going  on 
shore.  The  quantity  collected  was  judged  by  the  cap- 
tain to  bo  sufficient  to  last  till  his  arrival  in  New  Zea- 
land. 

Van  Diemen's  Land  had  been  visited  twice  before. 
That  name  had  been  given  it  by  Tasman,  who  dis- 
covered it  in  1642 ;  from  which  time  it  had  escaped 
all  notice  of  European  navigators,  till  Captain  Fur- 
neaux  touched  at  it,  in  1773.  It  is  well  known  that  it 
is  the  southern  point  of  New  Holland,  which  is  by  far 
Ibe  largest  island  in  the  world ;  indeed,  so  large  an 
island,  as  almost  to  deserve  the  appellation  of  a  con- 
tinent. 

While  Captain  Cook  was  at  this  country,  he  neg- 
lected nothing  which  could  promote  the  knowledge  of 
science  and  navigation.  Here,  as  every  where  else,  he 
settled  the  latitude  and  longitude  of  places ;  marked 
the  variations  of  the  compass,  and  recorded  the  na- 
ture of  the  tides.  He  corrected,  likewise,  an  error  of 
Captain  Furneaux,  with  respect  to  the  situation  of 
Maria's  Islands;  on  which  subject  he  hath  candidly 
remarked,  that  his  own  idea  is  not  the  result  of  a  more 
faithful,  but  merely  of  a  second,  examination. 

Mr.  Anderson,  during  the  few  days  in  which  the 
ships  remained  in  Adventure  Bay,  exerted  his  usual 
diligence  in  collecting  as  full  an  account  as  could  be 
obtained,  in  so  short  a  period  of  time,  of  the  natural 
productions  and  the  inhabitants  of  the  country.  Little 
can  be  said  concerning  either  the  persoril  activity  or 
genius  of  the  natives.  The  first,  they  do  not  seem  to 
possess  in  any  remarkable  degree ;  and,  to  all  appear- 
ance, they  have  less  of  the  last,  than  even  the  halt* 
animated  inhabitants  of  Terra  del  Fuego.  Their  not 
expressing  that  surprise  which  might  liave  been  ex- 
pected, from  their  seeing  men  so  much  unlike  them- 
selves, and  things  to  which  they  bad  hitherto  been 
utter  strangers;  their  indifference  for  the  presents  of 
our  people,  and  their  general  inattention,  were  suffi- 
cient testimonies  that  the/  were  not  endued  with  any 
acuteness  of  understanding.     What  the  ancient  poets 
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tell  us  of  Fauns  and  Saljrs  living  in  hollow  trees,  h 
realized  at  Van  Diemen's  Land.  Some  wretched  con- 
structions oi'  sticks,  covered  with  bark,  and  which  did 
not  deserve  the  name  of  huts,  were  indeed  found  near 
the  shore;  but  these  seemed  only  to  have  been  erected 
for  temporary  purposes.  The  most  comfortable  habi- 
tations of  IJie  natives  were  afforded  by  the  largest 
trees.  These  had  their  trunks  hollowed  out  by  iire, 
to  the  height  of  six  or  seven  feet;  and  there  was  room 
enough  in  llioin  for  three  or  four  persons  to  sit  round 
a  hearth,  made  of  clay.  At  the  same  time,  these  places 
of  shelter  are  durable;  for  the  jieopio  take  care  to 
leave  one  side  of  the  tree  sound,  which  is  siinicient  to 
keep  it  in  luxuriant  j^rowlh.  The  inhabitants  of  Van 
Diemen's  LanrI  are  undoiiblediv  from  the  same  stock 
with  those  of  the  northern  parls  of  New  Holland. 
Their  lan^uafi^e,  indeed,  appeared  to  be  different;  but 
how  far  the  difl'eience  extended,  our  voyagers  could 
not  have  an  opportunity  of  delermininij.  With  re- 
gard to  the  New  flt)llanders  in  j^eneral,  there  is  reason 
to  suppose  that  they  originally  came  froui  the  same 
place  wil'i  all  the  Indians  of  the  South  Sea. 

Oil  the;  3()tli  of  January,  1777 1  Captain  Cook  sailed 
from  Adventure  Bay,  and  on  the  l^lh  of  February 
came  to  an  anchor  at  his  old  station  of  Queen  Char- 
lotte's Sound,  in  New  Zealand.  Being  unwilling  to 
lose  any  Mme,  he  commenced  his  operations  that  very 
afternooi].  By  his  order,  several  of  the  empty  water 
casks  were  immediately  landed,  and  a  place  was  begun 
to  be  cleared  for  setting  up  the  two  observatories,  and 
the  erection  of  tents,  to  accommodate  a  guard,  and 
the  rest  of  the  company,  whose  business  might  require 
them  to  remain  on  shore.  Our  navigators  had  not 
long  been  at  anchor,  before  a  number  of  canoes,  filled 
with  natives,  came  alongside  of  the  ships.  However, 
very  few  of  them  would  venture  on  board;  which  ap- 
peared the  more  extraordinary,  as  the  captain  was  well 
known  to  them  all,  and  they  could  not  be  insensible 
how  liberally  he  had  behaved  to  them  on  former  occa- 
sions. There  was  one  man  in  particular,  whom  he  had 
treated  with  remarkable  Mndness,  during  the  whole 
of  his  last  stay  in  this  place  ',  and  yet,  neither  profes- 
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p,ions  of  frieiidsliip,  nor  presents,  could  prevail  upon 
him  lo  enler  llie  Resolution. 

There  was  a  real  cause  for  this  shyness  on  the  part 
of  the  New  Zealanders.  A  dreadful  event  had  hap- 
pened to  some  of  Captain  Furneaux's  crew,  while  he 
lay  in  Queen  Charlotte's  Sound,  after  he  had  finally 
8eparated  from  Captain  Cook,  in  the  former  voyage. 
Ten  men,  who  had  been  sent  out  in  the  large  cutter  to 
j^alher  wild  greens,  for  the  ship's  company,  were  killed 
ill  a  skirmish  with  the  natives.  What  was  the  cause  of 
the  quarrel  could  not  be  ascertained,  as  not  one  of  the 
company  survived  to  relate  the  story.  Lieutenant 
Burney,  who  was  ordered  to  go  in  search  of  them, 
found  only  some  fragments  of  their  bodies,  from  which 
il  appeared  that  they  had  been  converted  into  the  food 
of  the  inhabitants.  It  was  the  remembrance  of  this 
event,  and  the  fear  of  its  being  revenged,  which  now 
rendered  the  New  Zealanders  so  fearful  of  entering  the 
English  vessels.  From  the  conversation  of  Omai,  who 
was  on  board  the  Adventure  when  the  melancholy 
ad'air  happened,  they  knew  that  it  could  not  be  un- 
known to  Captain  Cook.  The  captain,  therefore, 
judged  it  necessary  lo  use  every  endeavour  to  assure 
tlicm  of  the  continuance  of  his  friendship,  and  that 
he  should  not  disturb  them  on  account  of  the  catas- 
trophe. It  was  most  probably  in  consequence  of  this 
assurance,  that  they  soon  laid  aside  all  manner  of  re- 
straint and  distrust. 

In  the  meanwhile,  the  operations  for  reHtling  the 
ships,  and  for  obtaining  provisions,  were  carried  on 
with  great  vigour.  For  the  protection  of  the  party 
on  shore,  our  commander  appointed  a  guard  of  ten 
marines,  and  ordered  arms  for  all  the  vrorkmen  ;  with 
whom  Mr.  King,  and  two  or  three  petty  oflicers,  con- 
stantly remained.  A  boat  was  never  seat  to  a  con- 
siderable distance  without  being  armed,  or  without 
being  under  the  direction  of  such  officers  as  might  be 
depended  upon,  and  who  were  well  acquainted  with 
the  natives.  In  Captain  Cook's  former  visits  to  this 
country,  he  had  never  made  use  of  such  precautions ; 
nor  was  he  now  convinced  of  their  absolute  necessity. 
But,  after  the  tragical  fate  of  the  crew  of  the  Adveu- 
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lure's  boat  in  this  sound,  and  of  Captain  Marion  dn 
Fresne,  and  some  of  his  people,  in  the  Baj  of  Islands 
(In  1772),  it  was  impossible  lo  free  oar  navigators 
from  all  apprehensions  of  experiencing  a  similar  ca- 
lamity. 

Whalever  suspicions  the  inhabitants  mip^ht  at  first  en- 
tertain, that  their  acts  of  barbarity  would  be  revenged, 
they  very  speedily  became  so  perfectly  easy  upon  the 
subject,  as  lo  take  up  their  residence  close  lo  our  voy- 
agers; and  the  advantage  of  their  co:ning  to  live  with  tho 
English  was  not  inconsiderable.  Every  day,  when  the 
weather  would  permit,  some  of  them  went  out  to  catch 
fish,  and  our  people  generally  obtained,  by  excijanges, 
a  good  share  of  the  produce  of  their  labours,  in  addition 
lo  the  supply  which  was  .afforded  by  our  own  nets  and 
lines.  Nor  was  there  a  deficiency  of  vegetable  refresh- 
ments ;  to  which  was  united  spruce-beer  for  drink  ;  so 
that  if  the  seeds  of  the  scurvy  had  been  contracted  by 
any  of  the  crew,  they  would  speedily  have  been  re- 
moved by  such  a  regimen.  The  fact,  however,  was, 
that  there  were  only  two  invalids  upon  the  sick  lists 
in  both  ships. 

Curiosities,  fish,  and   women,  were  the  articles  of 
commerce  supplied  by  the  New  Zealanders.     The  two 
first  always  came  to  a  good  market ;  but  the  latter  did 
Tiot  happen,  at  this  lime,  to  be  an  acceptable  commo- 
dity.    Our  seamen  had  conceived  a  dislike  to  these 
people,  and   were  either  unwilling  or  afraid  to  asso- 
ciate with  them  ;  the  good  effect  of  which  was,  that 
our  commander  knew  no  instance  of  a  man's  quitting 
liis  station,  to  go  lo  the  habitations  of  the  Indians. 
A  connexion  with  women  it  was  out  of  Captain  Cook's 
power  Ir  prevent;  but  iie  never  encouraged  it,  and 
always  was  fearful  of  its  consequefices.   Many,  indeed, 
are  of  opinion,   that  such  an  intercourse  is  a  great 
security  among  savages.     But  if  this  shonld  ever  be 
the  case  with   those  who  remain   and   settle   among 
them,  it  is  generally  otherwise  with  respect  to  Ira- 
Tellers  and  transient  visitors.     Jn  such  a  situation  as 
was   that  of  our  navigators,   a  connexion   with   the 
women  of  the  natives,  betrays  more  men  than  it  saves. 
**  What  else,"  says  the  captain,  "  can  reasonably  be 
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cxpcclcd,  sinco  all  lUeir  views  are  selfisli,  without  the 
least  mixture  of  regard  or  atta(3hmentP  My  own  ex- 
perience, at  least,  whicii  hath  been  pretty  extensive, 
lialh  not  pointed  out  to  tne  one  instance  to  the  con- 
trary.*' 

Amongst  the  persons  who  occasionally  visited  the 
English,  was  a  ciiief  of  the  name  of  Kahoora,  who,  as 
Captain  Cook  was  informed,  had  headed  the  party  that 
cut  off  Captain  Furneanx's  people,  and  had  himself 
killed  Mr.  Rowe,  the  olHcer  who  commanded.  This 
man  our  commander  was  strongly  solicited  to  put  to 
death,  even  by  some  of  the  natives;  and  Omai  was 
perleclly  eager  and  violent  upon  the  subject.  To  these 
solicitations  the  captain  paid  not  the  least  degree  of 
attention.  He  even  admired  Kahoora's  courage,  and 
was  not  a  little  pleased  with  the  confidence  with  which 
he  had  put  himself  into  his  power.  Kahoora  had 
placed  his  whole  safety  in  the  declarations  that  Cap- 
tain Cook  had  uniformly  made  to  the  NewZealanders; 
which  were,  that  he  had'  always  been  a  friend  to  them 
all,  and  would  continue  to  be  so,  unless  they  gave  him 
cause  to  act  otherwise;  that  as  to  their  inhuman  treatment 
of  our  people,  he  should  think  no  more  of  it,  the  trans- 
action having  happened  long  ago,  and  when  he  was 
not  present;  but  that,  if  ever  they  made  a  second  at- 
tempt of  the  same  kind,  they  might  rest  assured  of 
feeling  the  weight  of  his  resentment. 

While  our  commander,  on  the  Kith,  was  making  an 
excursion  for  the  purposes  of  collecting  food  for  his 
cattle,  he  embraced  the  opportunity  to  inquire,  as  ac- 
curately as  possible,  into  the  circumstances  which  had 
attended  the  melancholy  fate  of  our  countrymen. 
Omai  was  his  interpreter  on  this  occasion.  The  re- 
sult of  the  inquiry  was,  that  the  quarrel  first  took  its 
rise  from  some  thefts,  in  the  commission  of  which 
the  natives  were  detected  ;  that  there  was  no  preme- 
ditated plan  of  bloodshed  ;  and  that  if  these  thefts 
had  not,  unfortunately,  been  too  hastily  resented,  no 
mischief  would  have  happened.  Kahoora's  greatest 
enemies,  and  even  the  verv  men  that  had  most  ear- 
nestly solicited  his  destruction,  confessed,  at  the  same 
time,  that  he  had  uo  intention  of  quarrelling  with  Cap- 
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tain  Fnrneanx*!t  people,  and  raucli  less  of  killing;  anj 
of  llieni,  lill  the  fray  had  actually  commenced. 

Captain  Cook  continued,  in  this  his  last  visit  to  New 
Zealand,  the  solicitude  he  had  former]}'  shown  to  be  of 
some  csseniral  future  service  to  the  c(mnlry.  To  one 
chief  he  ^ave  two  <>'oats,  a  mule  and  female,  with  a 
kid  ;  and  to  another  two  pi^S|  a  boar  and  a  sow.  Al- 
thou^^h  he  oblaiitcd  a  promise  from  both  these  chiefs, 
that  they  would  not  kill  the  animals  which  had  been 
presented  to  Ihein,  he  could  not  venture  to  place  any 
jfreat  reliance  upon  their  assurances.  It  was  his  full 
intention,  on  his  present  arrival  in  Queen  Charlotte's 
Sound,  to  have  lell  not  only  go^^.ts  and  hogs,  but  sheep, 
tog^elhcr  with  a  youn^  bull  and  two  heiters.  The  ac- 
complislimont,  however,  of  this  resolution  depended 
either  u|)on  liis  findinjr  a  chief,  who  was  powerful 
enouj^h  to  protect  and  keep  the  cattle,  or  upon  liis 
meelinfj;  with  a  place  wh'  '-e  there  mi^ht  be  a  proba- 
bility of  their  beinp;  conci  iled  from  those  who  would 
i^norantly  attempt  to  destroy  them.  Neither  of  these 
circumstances  happened  to  be  conformable  to  his 
wishes.  At  dillerent  times  he  had  left  in  New  Zea- 
land ten  or  a  dozen  ho^^s,  besides  those  which  had 
been  put  on  shore  by  Captain  Furneaux.  It  will, 
therefore,  be  a  little  extraordinary,  if  this  race  of  ani- 
mals should  not  increase  and  be  preserved,  either  in  a 
wild  or  a  domestic  stale,  or  in  both.  Our  commander 
was  informed,  that  Tiratou,  a  popular  chief  amonor  the 
natives,  had  a  number  of  cocks  and  hens,  and  one 
sow,  in  his  separate  possession.  With  rei^^ard  to  the 
gardens  which  had  formerly  been  planted,  though  they 
bad  almost  entirely  been  neglected,  and  some  of  them 
destroyed,  they  were  not  wholly  unproductive.  They 
were  found  to  contain  cabbages,  onions,  leeks,  pur- 
slain,  radishes,  mustard,  and  a  few  potatoes.  The 
potatoes,  which  had  first  been  brought  from  the  Cape 
of  Good  Hope,  were  greatly  meliorated  by  change  of 
soil;  and,  with  proper  cultivation,  would  be  superior 
to  those  produced  in  most  other  countries. 

A  great  addition  of  knowledge  was  obtained,  during 
this  voyage,  with  respect  to  the  productions  of  New 
Zealand,  and  the  manners  and  customs  of  its  inhabi- 
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iants.  Tbe  zeal  of  Captain  Cook  upon  tbe  subject 
was  admirably  secondea  by  the  sedulous  dili<^ence  of 
Mr.  Anderson,  who  otniltecl  no  opportunity  of  collect- 
inp^  every  kind  and  degree  of  information.  I  shall 
only  so  far  trespass  on  the  patience  of  my  readers,  as 
to  mention  a  few  circumstances  tending  to  delineate 
the  character  of  the  natives.  They  seemed  to  be  a 
people  perfectly  salislied  with  the  little  they  already 
possess ;  nor  are  they  remarkably  curious  either  in 
their  observations  or  their  inquiries.  New  objects  are 
so  far  from  striking  them  with  siub  a  degree  of  sur- 
))rise  as  might  naturally  be  expected,  that  they  scarcely 
iix  their  atlenlion  even  for  a  moment.  In  the  arts  with 
which  they  are  acquainted,  they  show  as  much  inge- 
nuity, both  in  invention  and  execution,  as  any  uncivi- 
lized nations  under  similar  circumstances.  Without 
the  least  use  of  those  tools  which  are  formed  of  metal, 
they  make  every  thin^  ibat  is  necessary  to  procure 
their  subsistence,  clothing,  and  military  weapons;  and 
all  this  is  done  by  them  with  a  neatness,  a  strength, 
and  a  convenience,  that  are  well  adapted  to  the  accom- 
plishment of  the  several  purposes  they  have  in  view. 
No  people  can  have  a  quicker  sense  of  an  injury  done 
to  them  than  tbe  New  Zealanders,  or  be  more  ready  to 
resent  it:  and  yet  they  want  one  characteristic  of  true 
bravery;  for  lliey  will  take  an  opportunity  of  being 
insolent,  when  they  think  that  there  is  no  danj];er  of 
their  being  punished.  From  the  number  of  their  wea- 
pons, and  their  dexterity  in  using  them,  it  appears,  that 
war  is  their  principal  profession.  Indeed,  their  pubiio 
contentions  are  so  frequent,  or  rather  so  perpetual, 
that  they  must  live  under  continual  apprehensions  of 
being  destroyed  by  each  other.  From  their  horrid 
custom  of  eating  the  flesh  of  their  enemies,  not  only 
without  reluctance,  but  with  peculiar  satisfaction,  it 
would  be  natural  to  suppose  that  they  must  be  desti- 
tute of  every  humane  feeling,  even  with  regard  to  their 
own  party.  This,  however,  is  not  llie  case  :  for  they 
lament  the  loss  of  their  friends  with  a  violence  of  ex- 
pression which  argues  the  most  tender  remembrance 
of  tbem.  At  a  very  early  age  the  children  are  initiated 
into  all  the  practices,  whether  good  or  bad,  of  their 
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jears  old,  can  peitbrni  tlio  niotionH,  and  imitalu  the 
frighllnl  o^ealures,  by  which  the  more  aged  are  accus- 
tomed to  ins|)ire  their  enemies  with  terror.  They  can 
keep  likewise  the  strictest  time  in  t'^eir  song;  and  it  is 
^ith  some  degree  of  melody  that  they  sing  the  traditions 
of  their  forelalhers,  their  actions  in  war,  and  other  sub- 
jects. I'he  military  achievements  ol  their  ancestors, 
the  New  Zealanders  celebrate  with  the  highest  plea- 
sure, and  spend  much  of  their  time  in  diversions  of 
this  sort,  and  in  playing  upon  a  musical  instrument, 
which  partakes  oi  the  nature  of  a  flute.  With  respect 
to  their  language,  it  is  far  from  being  harsh  or  dis- 
agreeable, though  the  proiiunciatioTi  of  it  is  frequently 
guttural;  nor,  if  we  may  Judge  from  the  melody  of 
some  kinds  of  tkeir  songs,  is  it  destitute  of  those  qua- 
lities, which  fit  it  to  be  associated  with  music.  Of  its 
identity  with  the  languages  of  the  other  islands  through- 
out the  South  Sea,  fresh  proofs  were  exhibited  during 
the  present  voyage. 

At  the  request  of  Omai,  Captain  Cook  consented  to 
take  with  him  two  youths  from  New  Zealand.  That 
they  might  not  quit  their  native  country  under  any 
deluding  ideas  of  visiting  it  again,  the  captain  took 
care  to  inform  their  parents,  in  the  strongest  terms, 
that  they  would  never  return.  This  declaration  seemed, 
Ijowever,  to  make  no  kind  of  impression.  The  father 
of  the  youngest  lad  resigned  him  with  an  indiflerence, 
which  he  would  scarcely  have  shown  at  parting  with 
his  dog,  and  even  stripped  the  boy  of  the  little  cloth- 
ing he  possessed,  delivering  hiu>  quite  naked  into  the 
hands  of  oor  voyagers.  'I'his  was  not  the  case  with 
the  mother  of  the  other  youth.  She  took  hei'  leave  of  him 
■with  all  the  marks  of  tendtr  aiiecliou,  that  might  be 
expected  between  a  parent  and  a  child  on  such  an  oc- 
casion ;  but  she  soon  resumed  her  cheerfulness,  and 
went  away  wholly  unconcerned. 

On  the  25th  of  the  month.  Captain  Cook  stood  out 
of  Queen  Charlotte's  Sound,  and  by  the  27th  got  clear 
of  New  Zealand.  No  sooner  had  the  ships  lost  sight 
of  the  land,  than  the  two  young  adventurers  from  that 
country,  one  of  whom  was  nearly  eighteen  years  of 
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aji^^e,  and  iho  other  about  ten,  began  deepl^r  to  repent 
f  the  step  they  had  taken,  it  was  the  experience  of 
I  he  sea-8ickness,  whicii  gave  liiis  turn  to  their  reflee- 
lions;  and  all  the  soothing  encouragement  the  English 
could  think  of,  was  but  of  little  avail.  They  wept, 
bulb  in  public  and  in  private,  and  made  their  lamenta- 
tion in  a  kind  of  song,  that  seemed  to  be  expressive  of 
the  praises  of  their  country  and  people,  from  whicli 
tliey  were  to  be  separated  for  ever.  In  this  disposition 
tiiey  continued  for  mauj  days:  but  as  their  sea-sick- 
ness wore  off,  and  the  tumuU  of  their  minds  subsided, 
the  fits  of  lamentation  became  less  and  less  frequent, 
and  at  length  entirely  ceased.  By  degrees,  their  na- 
tive country'  and  their  friends  were  forgotten,  and  they 
appeared  to  be  as  (irmly  attached  to  our  navignlors,  as 
it  they  had  been  born  in  England. 

in  the  prosecution  of  the  voyage,  Caplaiti  Cook  met 
uilh  unfavourable  winds;  and  it  was  not  till  the  ^9th 
of  March  that  land  was  discovered.  It  was  found  to 
be  an  inhabited  island,  the  name  of  which,  as  was 
learned  from  two  of  the  natives,  who  came  off  in  a 
canoe,  is  Mangeca.  Our  commander  examined  the 
coast  with  his  boats,  and  bad  a  short  intercourse  with 
some  of  the  inhabitants.  Not  being  able  to  find  a 
)ruper  harbour  for  bringing  the  ships  lo  an  anchorage, 
le  was  obliged  lo  leave  the  country  nnvisiled,  though 
it  seemed  capable  of  supplying  all  the  wants  of  our 
voyagers.  The  island  of  Mangeea  is  full  five  leagues 
in  circuit,  and  of  a  moderate  and  pretty  equal 
iieight.  It  has,  upon  the  whole,  a  pleasing  aspect,  and 
might  be  made  a  beautiful  spot  by  cultivation.  The 
inhabitants,  who  appeared  to  be  both  numerous  and 
well  fed,  seemed  to  resemble  those  of  Otaheite  and 
the  Marquesas  in  the  beauty  of  their  persons;  and  the 
resemblance,  as  far  as  could  be  judged  in  so  short  a 
compass  of  time,  takes  place  with  respect  to  their 
general  disposition  and  character. 

From  the  coast  of  Mangeea  our  commander  sailed  in 
the  afternoon  of  the  SOth,  and  on  the  next  day  land  was 
again  seen,  within  four  leagues  of  which  the  ships  arrived 
on  the  1st  of  April.  Our  people  could  then  prononnce 
il  to  be  an  island,  nearly  of  the  same  appearance  and 
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extent  ^'illi  that  which  had  so  lately  been  left.  Some  of 
the  natives  speedily  put  off  in  their  canoes,  and  three 
of  them  were  persuaded  to  come  on  board  the  Resolu- 
tion ;  on  which  occasion,  their  whole  behaviour  marked 
that  they  were  quite  at  Ihrir  ease,  and  felt  no  kind  of 
apprehension  that  they  should  be  detained,  or  ill  used. 
In  a  visit  from  several  others  of  the  inhabitants,  they 
inanifested  a  drcLd  of  approaching^  near  the  cows  and 
horses;  nor  could  they  form  the  least  conception  of 
their  nature.  But  the  sheep  and  j[^oats  did  not,  in  their 
opinion,  surpass  the  limits  of  their  ideas  ;  for  they  gavo 
our  navigators  to  understand  that  they  knew  them  to 
be  birds.  As  there  is  not  the  most  distant  resem- 
blance between  a  sheep  or  goat,  and  any  winged  ani- 
mal, this  may  be  thought  to  be  almost  an  incredible 
example  of  human  ignoran(;e.  13ut  it  should  be  re- 
membered, that,  excepting  hogs,  dogs,  and  birds,  these 
people  were  strangers  to  the  existence  of  any  other 
land  animals. 

In  a  farther  intercourse  with  the  natives,  who  had 
brought  a  hog,  together  with  some  plantains  and  cocoa- 
nuts,  they  demanded  a  dog  from  our  voyagers,  and  re- 
fused every  thitjg  besides  which  was  offered  in  ex- 
change. One  of  the  gentlemen  on  board  happened  to 
have  a  dog  and  a  bitch  which  were  great  nuisances  in 
the  ship;  and  these  he  might  now  have  disposed  of  in 
a  manner  that  would  have  been  of  real  future  utility  to 
the  island.  But  he  had  no  such  views  in  making  them 
the  companions  of  his  voyage.  Omai,  however,  with 
a  good-nature  that  rtflecls  honour  upon  him,  parted 
with  a  favourite  dog  which  he  had  brought  from  Eng- 
land ;  and  with  this  acquisition  the  people  departed 
highly  satisfied. 

On  the  3<1  of  April,  Captain  Cook  dispatched  Mr. 
Gore,  with  three  boats,  to  endeavour  to  get  upon  the 
island.  Mr.  Gore  himself,  Omai,  Mr.  Anderson,  and 
Mr.  Burney,  were  the  only  persons  that  landed.  The 
transactions  of  I'le  day,  of  which  Mr.  Anderson  drew 
up  an  ingenious  and  entertaining  account,  added  to 
the  stock  of  knowledge  gained  by  our  navigators,  but 
did  not  accompliih  Captain  Cook's  principal  object. 
Nothing  was  procured   by  the  gentlemen,  from  the 
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isliind,  tliut  supplied  the  \vatits  of  the  ships.  In  this 
expedition,  Oniai  displayed  that  turn  (or  exaggeration, 
wilh  vvhich  travellers  have  so  frcqueiilly  been  charffed. 
Being  asked  by  the  natives  concerning  the  English, 
their  ships,  their  country,  and  llie  arms  they  wjade  use 
of,  his  answers  were  not  a  lillle  marvellous.  He  told 
these  people,  that  our  country  had  ships  as  large  as 
their  island  ;  on  board  which  were  inslrumenls  of  war 
(describing  our  guns)  of  such  dimensions,  that  several 
persons  might  sit  within  them.  At  the  same  time,  he 
assured  the  inhabitants,  that  one  of  these  guns  was 
sufTicient  to  crush  their  whole  island  at  a  single  shot. 
Though  lie  was  obliged  to  acknowledge,  that  the  guns 
on  board  the  vessels  upoa  Iheircoast  were  but  small,  he 
contrived,  by  an  explosion  of  gunpov\der,  to  inspire 
them  with  a  formidalilc  idea  of  their  nature  and  effect. 
It  is  probable,  that  this  representation  of  things  con- 
tributed to  the  preservation  of  the  gentlemen,  in  their 
enterprise  ou  shore;  for  a  strong  disposition  to  retain 
them  had  been  shown  by  the  natives. 

It  seemed  destined  that  this  day  should  s'lve  Omai 
more  occasions  than  one  of  bearing  a  principal  part  in 
its  transactions.  The  island,  thougli  never  visited  by 
Europeans  before,  happened  to  have  other  strangers 
residing  in  it;  and  it  was  entirely  owing  to  Omai's 
having  attended  on  the  exj)edition,  that  a  circumstance 
so  curious  came  lo  the  knowledge  of  the  English. 
Scarcely  had  he  been  landed  upon  the  bea«:li,  when  he 
found,  among  the  crowd  which  had  assenj bled  there, 
three  of  liis  own  countrymen,  natives  of  the  Society 
Islands.  That,  at  the  distance  of  about  two  hundred 
leagues  from  those  islands,  an  immense  unknown 
ocean  intervening,  with  the  wretched  boats  their  inha- 
bitants are  known  to  make  use  of,  and  fit  only  for  a 
passage  where  sight  of  land  is  scarcely  ever  lost,  such 
a  meeting,  at  such  a  place,  so  accidentally  visited, 
should  occur,  may  well  be  regarded  as  one  of  those 
unexpected  situations  with  which  the  writers  of  feigned 
adventures  love  to  surprise  their  readers.  When  events 
of  this  kind  really  happen  in  common  life,  they  de- 
serve to  be  recorded  lor  their  singularity.  It  may 
easily  be  supposed   wilh   what  mutual   surprise  and 
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satisfacllon  this  interview  of  Oniai  willi  his  counlrv- 
men  was  allended.  Twelve  years  before,  about  twenty 
persons  in  number,  of  both  sexes,  had  embarked  on 
board  a  canoe  at  Otaheite,  lo  cross  over  to  the 
neighbouring  island  of  Ulielea.  A  violent  storm  hav- 
ing arisen,  which  drove  them  out  of  their  course,  and 
Iheir  nrovisions  beings  very  scanty,  tliey  suffered  in- 
credible hardships,  and  the  greatest  part  of  them  pe- 
rished by  famine  and  fatij^ue.  Foiu'  men  only  sur- 
vived when  the  boat  overset,  and  then  the  destruction 
of  this  small  remnant  appeared  to  be  inevitable.  How- 
ever, they  kept  iianf^inj^  by  the  side  of  the  vessel, 
which  they  continued  lo  do  lor  some  days,  when  they 
were  providentially  bronja;ht  within  sight  of  the  people 
of  this  island,  who  immediately  sent  out  canoes,  and 
brought  them  on  shore.  The  three  men  who  now  sur- 
vived, expressed  a  strong  sense  of  the  kind  treatment 
they  had  received  ;  and  so  well  satisfied  were  tliey 
with  their  present  silnalion,  that  they  refused  an  offer 
which  was  made  Iheni  of  being  conveyed  to  their  na- 
live  country.  A  very  imporlant  instruction  may  be 
derived  from  the  preceding  narrative.  It  will  serve  to 
explain,  l)etler  than  a  thousand  conjectures  of  specu- 
lative reasoners,  how  the  detached  parts  of  the  ea  Ui, 
and,  in  parlnrnlar,  how  the  islands  of  the  8outh  Sea, 
though  lying  n mote  from  any  inhabited  continent,  or 
from  each  other,  may  have  originally  been  peopled. 
Similar  adventures  have  occurred  in  the  history  of 
navigation  and  shipwrecks. 

The  island  on  which  Mr.  Gore,  Mr.  Anderson,  Mr. 
Burney,  and  Oniai,  had  landed,  is  called  VVateeoo  by 
the  natives,  and  is  a  beautiful  spot,  having  a  surface 
composed  of  hills  and  plains,  which  are  covered  with 
a  verdure  rendered  extremely  pleasant  bv  tlje  diver- 
sity of  its  hues.  Its  inhabitants  are  very  numerous; 
and  many  of  the  young  men  were  perfect  models  in 
shape;  besides  wiiich,  Ihey  had  complexions  as  delicate 
as  those  of  the  wonten,  and  appeared  to  bo  equally 
amiable  in  their  dispositions.  In  their  manners,  their 
general  habits  of  life,  and  their  religious  ceremonies 
and  opinions,  these  islander*  have  a  near  resemblance 
to  the  people  of  Otaheite  and  its  neighbouring  isles; 
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and  Iheir  language  was  weit  underslood,  both  by  Omai 
and  the  two  Now  Zealaiiders. 

The  tiejit  place  visited  by  Captain  Cuok  was  a  small 
island,  called  Wennuoa-eltc,  or  Olakootaia,  to  which 
Mr.  Gore  was  sent,  at  the  head  of  a  party  who  pro- 
cured about  a  hundred  cocoa-nuts  tor  each  ship, 
and  some  ^rass,  together  with  a  quantity  of  the  leaves 
and  branches  of  young  trees,  for  the  cattle.  Though, 
al  this  time,  no  inhabilants  were  found  iu  Wennooa- 
elte,  yet,  as  there  remained  indubitable  inaiks  of  its 
being,  at  least,  occasionally  frequented,  Mr.  Gore  left 
a  hatchet,  and  several  nails,  to  the  lull  value  of  what 
had  been  taken  away. 

On  the  5th,  our  commander  directed  his  course  for 
Harvey's  Island,  which  was  only  at  the  distance  of  (Ei- 
leen leagues,  and  where  he  hoped  to  procure  some 
refreshments.  This  island  had  been  discovered  by 
him,  in  1773,  during  his  last  voyage,  when  no  traces 
were  discerned  of  its  having  any  inhabitants.  It  was 
now  experienced  to  be  well  peouled,  and  by  a  race  of 
men  who  appeared  to  diiler  mucn,  both  in  person  and 
disposition,  from  the  natives  of  VVatteoo.  Their  be- 
haviour was  disorderly  and  clamorous;  their  colour 
was  of  a  deeper  cast ;  and  several  of  them  had  a  fierce 
a:id  rugged  aspect.  It  was  remarkable,  that  not  one 
of  them  had  adopted  the  practice,  so  generally  preva- 
lent among  the  peoixle  of  the  Southern  Ocean,  of  punc- 
turing or  tatooing  tlieir  bodies.  But,  notwithstanding 
this  singularity,  the  most  unequivocal  proofs  were  ex- 
hibited of  their  having  the  same  common  origin  ;  and 
liieir  language,  in  particular,  approached  still  nearer  tQ 
the  dialect  of  Olaheitc,  than  that  of  Wateeoo,  or  Man- 
geca.  No  anchorage  for  the  ships  being  found  in 
Harvey's  Island,  Ca[)tain  Cook  (juitted  it  without  de- 
lay. 

The  captain  being  thus  disappointed  at  ail  the  islands 
he  had  met  with,  since  his  leaving  New  Zealand,  and 
his  progress  having  unavoidably  b«en  retarded  by  un- 
favourable winds,  and  other  unforeseen  cucumstances, 
il  became  impossible  to  think  of  doing  any  thing  this 
year  in  the  high  latitudes  of  the  northern  hemisphere, 
IwiH  which  he  wa»  still  at  so  great  a  distance,  lliougU- 
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the  season  for  his  operations  there  was  already  beo^nn. 
In  this  situalion,  it  was  absolutely  necessary^  in  tlie 
first  place,  to  pursue  such  measures  as  were  most  likely 
to  preserve  the  catlle  that  were  i;n  board.  A  still  more 
capital  object  was  to  save  the  stores  and  provisions  of 
the  ships,  that  he  niiij^lit  the  better  be  enabled  to  pro- 
secute his  discoveries  to  the  north,  which  could  not 
now  be  commenced  till  a  year  later  than  was  origi- 
nally intended.  Jf  he  had  been  so  fortunate  as  to 
have  procured  a  supply  of  water,  and  of  grass,  at  any 
of  the  islands  he  had  lately  visited,  it  was  his  purpose 
to  have  stood  back  to  the  soutli,  till  he  had  met  with  a 
westerly  wind.  But  the  certain  consequence  of  doing 
this,  without  such  a  supply,  would  have  been  the  loss 
of  all  the  catlle;  while,  at  the  same  time^  not  a  single 
advantage  would  have  been  gained,  with  regard  to  the 
grand  ends  of  the  voyage.  He  determined,  therefore, 
to  bear  away  for  the  Friendly  Islands,  where  he  was 
sure  of  being  abundantly  provided. 

In  pursuing  his  course,  agreeably  to  this  resolution^ 
our  commander,  on  the  14lh,  reached  Palmerston 
Island,  where,  and  at  a  neighbouring  islol,  both  of 
which  were  uninhabited,  some  little  relief  was  obtained. 
The  boats  soon  procured  a  load  of  scurvy-grass  and 
young  cocoa-nut  trees,  which  was  a  feast  for  the  catlle  ; 
and  the  same  feast,  with  the  addition  of  palm-cabbage, 
and  the  tender  branches  of  the  wharra  tree,  was  con- 
tinued for  several  days.  On  the  16lh,  Omai,  being  on 
shore  with  the  captain,  caught,  with  a  scoop-net,  in  a 
very  short  lime,  as  much  fish  as  served  the  whole  party 
for  dinner,  besides  sending  a  quantity  to  both  the 
ships.  Birds,  too,  and  particularly  men-of-war  and 
tropic  birds,  were  plentifully  obtained  ;  so  that  our 
iiavigalors  had  sunjptuous  entertainment.  Omai  acted 
as  cook  upon  the  occasion.  The  fish  and  the  birds  he 
dressed  with  heated  stones,  after  the  ntanner  cf  i.\j> 
country;  and  performed  the  operation  with  u  dext  iity 
and  good  humour  which  were  greatly  to  his  credit. 
From  the  islol  before  mentioned,  twelve  hundred  co- 
coa-nuts were  procured,  which  being  equally  divided 
among  the  crew,  were  of  great  use  to  them,  both  on 
account  of  the  juice  and  the  kernel.   There  iji>  no  water 
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of  Palinerslon  Island.  If  that  article  could  be  ob- 
tained, and  good  anchorage  could  be  accomplished 
within  the  reef,  Captain  Cook  would  prefer  this  island 
to  any  of  the  uninhabited  ones,  for  tlie  mere  purpose 
of  refreshment.  The  quantity  of  fish  that  might  be 
caught  would  be  sullicient;  and  a  ship's  company  could 
roam  about  unmolested  by  the  petulence  of  the  inha- 
bitants. 

Difierent  opijiions  have  been  enlertained  concerning 
the  formation  of  the  low  islands  in  the  great  ocean. 
From  the  observations  which  our  commander  now 
made,  he  was  convinced,  that  such  islands  are  formed 
from  shoals,  or  coral  banks,  and,  consequently,  that 
they  are  always  increasing. 

After  leaving  Palmerslon's  Island,  Captain  Cook 
steered  to  the  west,  with  a  view  of  making  the  best 
of  his  way  to  Annamooka.  During  his  course,  the 
slujwers  were  so  copious,  that  our  navigators  saved  a 
considerable  quantity  of  water.  Finding  llial  a  greater 
supply  vHOuld  be  obtained  by  the  rain  in  one  hour,  than 
could  be  gotten  by  distillation  in  a  month,  the  captain 
laid  aside  the  still  as  a  thing  which  was  attended  with 
more  trouble  than  profit.  At  this  time,  the  united  heat 
and  moisture  of  the  weather,  in  addition  to  the  im- 
possibility of  keeping  the  ships  dry,  threa'ened  to  be 
noxious  to  the  health  of  our  people.  It  was,  however, 
remarkable,  that  neither  the  constant  use  of  salt  food, 
nor  the  vicissitudes  of  climate,  were  productive  of 
a!iy  evil  ellects.  Though  the  only  maleriul  refresh- 
h.e'it  our  vovagers  had  received,  since  their  leaving 
the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  was  that  which  they  had  pro- 
cured at  New  Zealand,  there  was  not,  as  yet,  a  single 
sick  person  on  board  This  happy  situation  of  things 
was  undoubtedly  owing  to  the  unrcmilling  fltenlion 
of  our  commander,  in  setir^g  that  no  circumsli.  ice  was 
neglected,  which  couid  contribute  to  ll*©  preservalioa 
of  the  hoallli  of  his  company. 

On  the  28lh  of  April,  Captain  Cook  louehet'  "  be 
Island  of  Komango  ;  and,  on  the  *  '  of  Ma  ne  ar- 
rived at  Annamooka.  The  station  he  ^.ha.  was  llw 
very  same  which  he  had  occupied  when  Ik'  visited  the 
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country  lliree  years  before;  and  it  was  probably,  al- 
most in  the  same  place  wliere  Tasman,  the  first  dis- 
coverer of  this  and  some  of  llie  neiji^hbourin^  isiands, 
anchored  in  1643.  A  friendly  intercourse  was  imme- 
diately opened  with  the  natives,  and  every  thinj^  was 
settled  to  tlic  captain's  satisfaction.  He  received  the 
greatest  civilities  from  Toobon,  the  chief  tif  Anna- 
mooka  ;  and  Taipa,  a  chief  from  the  [sland  of  Ko- 
man(;o,  attached  himself  to  the  Enj^lish  in  so  extraor- 
dinary a  manner,  that,  in  order  to  be  near  them  in  the 
ni^ht,  as  well  as  in  the  day,  he  had  a  house  bron^rjit  on 
men's  shoulders,  a  full  quarter  of  a  mile,  and  placed 
close  to  the  shed,  which  was  occupied  by  onr  party  on 
shore.  On  the  6lh,  our  commander  was  visited  by  a 
great  chief  from  Tonf*-alaboo,  whose  name  was  Feenou, 
and  who  was  falsely  represented,  by  Taipa,  to  be  the 
king  of  all  the  Friendly  isles.  The  only  interruption 
to  the  harmony  which  subsisted  between  onr  people 
and  the  natives  of  Armamo(d;a  arose  from  the  thievish 
disposition  of  many  of  the  inhabibants.  They  afforded 
frecpient  opportunities  of  remarking,  how  expert  they 
were  in  the  business  of  stealing.  Even  some  of  the 
chiefs  did  not  think  the  profession  unbecoming  their 
dignity.  One  of  them  was  detected  in  carrying  a  bolt 
out  of  the  ship,  concealed  under  his  clothes  ;  for  which 
Captain  Cook  sentenced  him  to  receive  a  dozen  lashes, 
and  kept  him  confined  till  he  liad  paid  a  hog  for  his 
liberty.  After  this  act  of  justice,  our  navigators  were 
no  longer  troubled  with  thieves  of  rank  :  but  their 
servants,  or  slaves,  were  still  employed  in  the  dirty 
work ;  and  upon  them  a  flogging  seemed  to  make  no 
greater  impression,  than  it  would  have  done  upon  the 
niain-mast.  When  any  of  them  happened  to  bo  caught 
in  the  act,  so  far  were  their  masters  from  interceding 
in  their  favour,  that  they  often  advised  our  gentlemen 
to  kill  them.  'I'his,  however,  being  a  punishment  loo 
severe  to  be  inflicted,  they  generally  escaped  without 
being  punished  at  all ;  for  of  the  shame,  as  w-?!!  as  of 
the  pain  of  corporal  chastisement,  they  appeared  to 
bo  ffpially  insensible.  At  length.  Captain  Clerke  in- 
vented a  mode  of  treatment,  which  was  thought  to  be 
productive  of  some  good  effect.     He  put  the  thieves 
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into  tlio  hands  of  Iho  barber,  and  completely  shaved 
their  heads.  In  consequence  of  this  operation,  they 
l)(!came  objects  of  ridicule  to  their  own  countrymen  ; 
and  our  people,  by  keepinjij  them  at  a  distance,  were 
enabled  to  deprive  them  of  future  opportunities  for  a 
repetili»)n  of  their  rogueries. 

The  island  of  Annamooka  beinj^  exhausted  of  ils 
articles  of  food.  Captain  Cook  proposed,  on  ihe  11th, 
to  proee'jd  direcllv  for  Tonffataboo.  From  this  resolu- 
tlon,  however,  he  was  diverted,  at  the  instance  of  Fee- 
nou,  who  warndy  recommended,  in  preference  to  it, 
an  island,  or  rather  a  ^roup  of  islands,  called  Hapaee, 
l)ing  to  the  north-east.  There,  he  assured  our  voy- 
aoors,  they  could  be  plentifully  supplirui  with  every 
refreshment,  in  the  easiest  n»anner;  and  he  enforced 
his  advice  by  en2;a<;iu(r  to  attend  them  thilhcr  in  per- 
son. AccordJnjifly,  Hapaee  was  made  choice  of  for 
the  next  station  ;  and  the  examination  of  it  became  an 
object  with  the  captain,  as  it  had  never  been  visited  by 
any  European  ships. 

On  the  17Hi,  our  commander  arrived  at  Hapaee, 
where  he  met  with  a  most  friendly  reception  from  the 
inhabitanls,  and  from  Earoujja,  the  chief  of  the  island. 
During  the  whole  stay  of  our  navi<:^alors,  the  lime  was 
spent  in  a  reciprocation  of  presents,  civilities,  and 
solemnities.  On  the  part  of  the  natives  were  displayed 
single  combats  with  clubs,  wrestling  and  boxing- 
matches,  female  combatants,  dances  performed  by  men, 
and  night  entertainments  of  singing  and  dancing.  The 
Jilngiish,  on  the  other  hand,  gave  pleasure  to  the  In- 
dians by  exercising  the  marines,  and  excited  their 
astonishment  by  tlio  exhibition  of  tire-works.  Alter 
curiosity  Jiad,  on  botli  sid/»s,  been  sullicienlly  gratified. 
Captain  Cook  applied  himself  to  the  examination  of 
Hapaee,  Lefooga,  and  other  neighbouring  islands. 
As  the  ships  were  returning,  on  the  31st,  from  these 
islands  to  Aiuiamooka,  the  Resolution  was  very  near 
nmning  full  upon  a  low  sandy  isle,  called  Pootoo  Poo- 
looa,  surrounded  with  breakers.  It  forhinately  hap- 
pened, that  the  men  had  just  been  ordered  upon  deck 
to  put  the  vessel  about^  and  were  most  of  them  at  their 
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stations;  so  that  thetiiecessnry  inovemenls  were  exc* 
cuted  not  only  with  judgrncnt,  hut  also  with  alertness. 
This  alone  saved  the  ship  and  her  company  from  de- 
struction. *'  Such  hazardous  situations/*  says  the  cap- 
tain, ''are  the  unavoidable  companions  ot'  the  man 
who  s;oes  upon  a  voyaj^e  of  discovery." 

Durino;  our  comuiauder's  expedition  to  Hapaee,  he 
was  introduced  to  Poulaho,  tlio  real  kin^  of  the  Friendly 
Isles;  in*whose  presence  it  instantly  appeared  how 
groundless  had  been  Fei.ou's  pretensions  to  that  cha- 
racter. Pejiou,  hovvevur  was  a  chief  of  great  note  and 
influence.  By  Poulaho  Captain  Cook  was  invited  to 
pass  over  to  'J'ons^alaboo,  which  request  he  complied 
with  after  Jie  had  touched,  for  two  or  three  da}S,  at 
Annamooka.  In  the  passage,  the  Resolution  was  insen- 
sibly drawn  upon  a  large  flat,  on  which  lay  innumer-^ 
able  coral  rocks  of  different  depths  !)elow  the  surface 
of  the  water.  Notwitlistanding  all  the  care  and  atten- 
tion of  our  people  to  keep  her  clear  of  them,  they 
could  not  prevent  her  from  striking  on  one  of  these 
rocks.  The  same  event  happened  to  the  Discovery; 
but  fortunately,  neither  of  tiie  ships  stuck  fast,  or  re- 
ceived any  damage. 

On  the  lOlli  of  June,  Captain  Cook  arrived  at  Ton- 
gataboo,  where  the  king  was  wailing  for  Jiim  upon  the 
beach,  and  immediately  conducted  him  to  a  small,  but 
neat  house,  which,  he  was  told,  was  at  his  service,  dur- 
ing his  slay  in  the  island.  The  house  was  situated  a 
little  within  the  skirts  of  the  woods,  and  had  a  fine 
large  area  before  it ;  so  that  a  more  agreeable  spot 
could  not  have  been  provided.  Our  commander's  ar- 
rival at  Tongataboo  was  followed  by  a  succession  of 
entertainments,  similar  to  those  which  had  occurred  at 
Hapaee,  though  somewhat  diversified  in  circumstances, 
and  exhibited  with  additional  splendour.  The  plea- 
sure, however,  of  the  visit  was  occasionally  interrupted 
by  the  thieveries  of  many  of  the  inhabitants.  Nothing 
could  prevent  their  plundering  our  voyagers,  in  every 
quarter ;  and  they  did  it  in  the  most  daring  and  inso- 
lent manner.  There  was  scarcely  any  thing  which  they 
did  not  attempt  to  steal ;  and  yet,  as  the  crowd  was 
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always  j;reat,  liie  capluiii  would  not  permit  llic  senli- 
nels  to  iire,  lest  the  innocent  should  suil'er  with  the 
j,aiilly. 

Ciiplain  Cook,  on  the  19th,  made  a  distribution  of 
the  animals  which  he  had  selected  cis  pre>eMts  lor  the 
principal  men  of*  Ihe  island.  'I\)  J^oulaho,  tlio  king", 
lie  p^ave  a  vounj;  Kiii^lish  bull  and  cow,  to<!;ether  with 
lln'ee  jjoals ;  to  Mureewaj^ee,  a  chi<'t'  of  consequence, 
a  Cape  ram  and  two  ewes  ;  and  to  FtMiou,  a  horse  and. 
a  mare.  He  likewise  left  in  the  island  a  young  bo^r 
and  three  youn<^  sows,  of  the  En<?lish  breed  ;  and  two 
rahbits,  a  buck  and  a  doe.  Oinai,  at  the  same  time, 
was  instructed  to  represent  the  importance  of  these 
animals,  and  to  explain,  as  far  as  he  was  capable  of 
doinfj  it,  tl»o  manner  in  which  they  should  be  pre- 
served and  treated.  Even  the  pjenerositj'  of  the  cap- 
tain was  not  without  its  inconveniences.  It  soon  ap- 
peared that  some  were  dissatisfied  with  the  allotment 
of  the  animals;  for,  next  morning-,  tvvo  kids  and  two 
turkey-cocks  were  missing.  As  our  commander  could 
not  suppose,  that  this  was  an  accidental  loss,  he  deter- 
mined to  have  them  again.  The  lirst  step  he  look,  was 
lo  seize  on  three  canoes,  that  happened  to  be  along- 
side the  ships;  afler  which,  he  went  on  shore,  and 
having  found  the  king,  his  brotlier,  Feenou,  and  some 
otiier  chiefs,  he  immediately  put  a  jguard  over  them, 
and  gave  them  to  understand,  that  they  must  remain 
under  restraint,  till  not  onl}'  the  kid  and  the  turkejs, 
l)!it  tlio  rest  of  the  things  which,  at  diflerenl  times,  hail 
I)  urn  stolen  from  our  voyagers,  should  be  restored. 
This  bold  step  of  Captain  Cook  was  attended  wilh  a 
Vf^ry  good  efiect.  Soujo  of  the  articles  which  had  been 
lutil  were  instantly  brought  back,  and  such  good  as- 
smances  were  given  with  regard  to  the  remainder, 
that,  in  the  afternoon,  the  chiefs  were  released.  It  was 
.1  liappy  circumstance,  with  respect  to  this  transaction, 
tiiut  it  did  not  abate  the  future  confidence  of  Poulaho 
uud  his  friends  in  the  captain's  kind  and  generous 
treatment. 

On  the  5th  of  July  was  an  eclipse  of  the  sun,  wbich, 
however,  in  consequence  of  unfavourable  weather,  was 
very  imperfectly  observed.    Happily,  the  disappoiut- 
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iiient  was  of  Hllle  cunseqiieiice,  as  tlio  ]ong;iliide  wa» 
more  than  sutiicienlly  dclcTHtiiied  bj  lunar  ubsorva- 
tions. 

Captain  Cook  sailed  Irom  Tongalaboo  on  the  lOlir, 
and,  two  da^s  after,  came  to  anciior  at  the  island  of 
Middleburg,  or  Kooa,  as  it  is  called  by  the  inhabitants. 
Here  he  was  immediately  visited  by  Taoofa,  the  chitf 
with  whom  he  had  formerly  been  acquainted.  The 
intercourse  now  renewed  was  friendly  in  the  highest 
degree,  both  with  Taoofa  and  the  rest  of  the  natives  ; 
and  our  commander  endeavoured  to  meliorate  their 
condition  bv  planting  a  pine-apple  and  sowing  the 
seeds  of  n^elons,  and  other  vegetables,  in  the  chief's 
plantation.  To  this  he  was  encouraged  by  a  proof 
that  his  past  endeavours  had  not  been  wholly  unsuc- 
cessful. He  had,  one  day,  served  up  to  him  at  his  din^ 
ner,  a  dish  of  turnips,  being  the  produce  of  the  seeds 
u^hich  he  had  left  at  Eooa  in  his  last  voyage. 

The  stay  which  Captain  Cook  made  at  the  Friendly 
Islands  was  between  two  and  three  months  ;  during 
^hich  time,  some  accidental  diiferences  excepted,  there 
subsisted  the  utmost  cordiality  between  the  English 
and  the  natives.  These  difl'ereuces  were  never  at- 
tended with  any  fatal  consequences ;  which  happy  cir- 
cumstance was  principally  owing  to  the  unremitting 
attention  of  the  captain,  who  directed  all  his  measures 
with  a  view  to  the  prevention  of  such  quarrels,  as 
-would  be  injurious  either  to  the  inhabitants  or  to  his 
own  people.  So  long  as  our  navigators  stuid  at  the 
islands,  they  expended  very  little  of  their  sea  pro- 
visions, subsisting,  in  general,  upon  the  produce  of 
the  country,  and  carrying  away  with  them  a  quantity 
of  refreshments,  sutlicit  nt  to  last  till  their  arrival  at 
another  station,  where  they  could  depend  upon  a  fresh 
supply.  It  was  a  singular  pleasure  to  our  commander, 
that  he  possessed  an  opnortunity  of  adding  to  the  hap- 
piness of  these  good  Indians,  by  the  useful  animals 
which  he  left  among  them.  Upon  the  whole,  the  ad- 
vantages of  having  touched  at  the  Friendly  Islands 
were  very  great;  and  Captain  Cook  reflected  upon  it 
with  peculiar  satisfaction,  that  these  advantages  were 
obtained  without  retarding,  for  a  single  niomcut,  the 
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prosecution  of  llie  great  object  of  his  vo^'age;  the 
season  f(»r  proceeding  to  the  north  having  been  pre- 
viously lost. 

Besides  the  immediate  benefits  whioli  both  the  na- 
tives and  the  English  derived  from  their  mutual  inter*- 
course  on  the  present  occasion,  such  a  large  addition 
was  now  made  to  the  geographical  knowledge  of  this 
part  of  the  Pacific  Ocean,  as  may  render  no  small  ser- 
vice to  future  navigators.     Under  the  denomination  of 
the  Friendly  Islands,  must  be  included  not  only  the 
group  at  Hapaee,  but  all  those  islands  that  have  been 
discovered  nearly  under   the  same   meridian,   to   the 
north,  as  well  as  some  others,  which  though  they  have 
never  hitherto  been  seen  by  any  European  voyagers, 
are  under  the  dominion  of  Tongataboo.      Prom  the 
information  which  our  commander  received,  it  appears, 
that  this  Archi[)elago  is  very  extensive.     Above  one 
hundred  and  titty  islands  were  reckoned   up   by  the 
natives,  who  made  use  of  bits  of  leaves  to  ascertain 
their  number  ;  and  Mr.  Anderson,  with  his  usual  dili- 
gence, procured  all  their  names.     Fifteen  of  them  are 
said  to  be  high  or  hilly,  and  thirty-five  of  them  large. 
Concerning  the  size  of  the  thirty-two  which  were  un- 
explored, it  can  only  be  mentioned,  that  they  must  be 
larger  than  Annomooka,  which  wa«  ranked  amongst 
the  smaller  isles,     Several,  indeed,  of  those  which  be- 
long to  this  latter  denomination,  are  mere  spots,  without 
inhabitants.     Captain  Cook   had  not  the  least  doubt 
but  that  Prince  William's  Islands,  discovered  and  so 
named  by  Tasman,  were  comprehended  in  the  list  fur- 
nished by  the  natives.     He  had  also  good  authority  for 
believing  that  Keppel's  and  Boscawen's  Islands,  two  of 
Captain  Wallis's  discoveries  in  1765,  were  included  in 
the  same  list;   and  that   they  were  under   the  sove- 
reignty of  Tongataboo,  which  is  the  grand  seat  of 
govi'rnmenl.     It  must  be  left  to  future  navigatrv3to 
e:  lend  the  geography  of  this  part  of  the  South  Pacific 
Oeoau,  by  ascertaining  the  exact  situation  and  size  of 
nearly  a  hundred  islands,  in  the  neighbourhood,  which 
our  commander  had  no  opportunity  of  exploring. 

During  the  present  visit  to   the  Friendly  Islands, 
large  additions  were  made  to  the  knowledge  which 
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Avas  obtained,  in  llie  last  voyage,  of  llie  natural  liLtorv 
and  production^  of  the  country,  and  the  manni^rs  and 
customs  of  its  inhabitants.  Though  it  does  not  fall 
within  the  plan  of  this  narrative  to  enter  into  a  detail 
of  the  particulars  recorded,  I  cannot  help  taking  notice 
of  the  explanation  which  Captain  Cook  has  given  of 
the  thievish  disposition  of  the  natives.  L  is  an  ex- 
planation which  reflects  honour  upon  his  sagacity,  hu- 
manit}',  and  candour ;  and  therefore  I  shall  relate  it  in 
his  own  words :  "  The  only  defect,"  says  he,  "sullying 
their  character,  that  we  know  of,  is  a  propensity  to 
thieving;  to  which  we  found  those  of  all  ages,  and 
both  sexes,  addicted,  and  to  an  uncommon  degree.  It 
should,  however,  be  considered,  that  this  exception- 
able part  of  their  conduct  seemed  to  exist  merely  with 
respect  to  us;  for,  in  their  general  intercourse  with 
one  another,  I  had  reason  to  be  of  opinion,  that  thefts 
do  not  happen  more  frequently  (perhaps  less  so)  than 
in  other  countries,  the  dishonest  practices  of  whose 
worthless  individuals  are  not  supposed  to  authorize 
any  indiscriminate  censure  on  the  whole  body  of  the 
people.  Great  allowances  should  be  made  for  the 
foibles  of  these  poor  natives  of  the  Pacific  Ocean, 
whose  minds  we  overpowered  with  the  glare  of  objects, 
equally  new  to  them  as  they  were  cptivaling.  Steal- 
ing, among  the  civilized  nations  of  the  world,  may 
well  be  considered  as  denoting  a  character  deeply 
stained  with  moral  turpitude;  with  avarice,  unre- 
strained by  the  known  rules  of  right;  and  with  profli- 
gacy, producing  extreme  indigence,  and  neglecting  the 
means  of  relieving  it.  But  at  the  Friendly  and  other 
islands  which  we  visited,  the  thefts,  so  frequently  com- 
mitted by  the  natives,  of  what  we  had  brought  along 
with  us,  may  be  fairly  traced  to  less  culpable  motives. 
They  seemed  to  arise  solely  from  an  intense  curiosity 
or  desire  to  possess  something  which  they  had  not 
been  accustomed  to  before,  and  belonging  to  a  sort  of 
people  so  diflerent  from  themselves.  And,  perhaps,  if 
if  it  were  possible,  that  a  set  of  beings,  seemingly  as 
superior  in  our  judgment,  as  we  are  in  theirs,  should 
appear  amongst  us,  it  might  be  doubted,  whether  our 
natural  regard  to  justice  would  be  able  to  restrain 
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many  from  falling  into  the  same  error.  That  I  have 
assigned  the  true  niolive  for  their  propensity  to  this 
practice,  appears  from  their  stealinjj  every  thing  indis- 
criminately at  iirht  sight,  before  they  could  have  the 
least  concep'ion  of  converting  their  prize  to  any  one 
useful  purpose.  But,  1  believe,  with  us,  no  person 
would  forfeit  his  reputation,  or  expose  himself  to  pu- 
nishment, without  knowing,  beforehand,  how  to  em- 
ploy the  stolen  goods.  Upon  the  whole,  the  pilfering 
disposition  of  these  islanders,  though  certainly  dis- 
agreeable and  troublesome  to  strangers,  was  the  means 
of  ailbrding  us  some  information  as  to  the  quickness 
of  their  intellects." 

With  respect  to  the  religion  of  these  Indians,  Mr. 
Anderson  maintains,  that  they  have  very  proper  senti- 
ments concerning  the  immateriality  and  immortality  of 
tiie  soul ;  and  thinks  himself  sufficiently  authorized  to 
assert,  that  they  do  not  worship  any  thing  which  is 
the  work  of  their  own  hands,  or  any  visible  part  of 
the  creation.  "J'ho  Inuguage  of  the  Friendly  islands 
has  the  greatest  imaginable  conformity  with  that  of 
New  Zealand,  of  Waleeoo,  and  Mangeea.  Several 
hundreds  of  the  words  of  it  were  collected  by  Mr. 
Anderson  ;  and  amongst  th^se,  are  terms  that  express 
numbers  reaching  to  a  hundred  thousand.  Beyond 
tliis  limit  they  never  went,  and  probably  were  not  able 
to  go  farther ;  for  it  was  observed,  that  when  they  had 
gotten  thus  far,  they  commonly  used  a  word  which  ex- 
presses an  indefinite  number. 

On  the  17th  of  July,  our  commander  took  his  final 
leave  of  the  Friendly  islands,  and  resumed  his  voyaire. 
An  eclipse  was  observed  in  the  night  between  the  2()lli 
and  the  21st ;  and  on  the  8th  of  August  land  was  dis- 
covered. Some  of  the  inhabitants  who  came  off  in 
canoes,  seemed  earnestly  to  invite  our  people  to  go  on 
shore ;  but  Captain  Cook  did  not  think  proper  to  run 
the  risk  of  losing  the  advantage  of  a  fair  wind,  for 
tiie  sake  of  examining  an  island,  which  appeared  to  be 
of  little  consequence.  Its  name,  as  was  learned  from 
the  natives,  who  spake  the  Otaheite  languiige,  is  Too- 
bouai. 

Pursuing  his  course,  the  captain  reached  Otaheite 
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on  the  I21I1,  and  steered  for  Oheilepelia  Baj,  wilh  an 
intention  to  anchor  there,  in  order  to  draw  what  re- 
freshments he  could  frohi  the  south-east  part  of  the 
island,  before  he  went  down  to  Matavai.  Oniai's  first 
reception  among^st  his  countrymen  was  not  entirely  of 
a  flattering  nature.  Though  several  persons  came  on 
board  who  knew  him,  and  one  of  them  was  his  brother- 
in-law,  there  was  nothing  remarkably  tender  or  strik- 
ing in  their  meeting.  An  interview  which  Omai  bad, 
on  the  13lh,  with  his  sister,  was  agreeable  to  the  feel- 
ings of  nature;  for  their  meeting  was  marked  with  ex- 
pressions of  tender  affection,  more  easy  to  be  con- 
ceived than  described.  In  a  visit,  likewise,  which  he 
received  from  an  aunt,  the  old  lady  threw  herself  at 
his  feet,  and  plentifully  bedewed  them  with  tears  of 
joy. 

Captain  Cook  was  informed  by  the  natives,  that, 
since  he  was  last  at  the  island,  in  1774,  two  ships  had 
been  twice  in  Oheitepeha  Bay,  and  had  left  animals  in 
the  country.  These,  on  farther  inquiry,  were  found  to 
be  hogs,  dogs,  goats,  one  bull,  and  a  ram.  That  the 
vessels  which  had  visited  Otaheite  were  Spanish,  was 
plain  from  an  inscription  that  war;  cut  upon  a  wooden 
cross,  standing  at  some  distance  from  the  front  of  a 
house  which  had  been  occupied  by  the  strangers.  On 
the  transverse  pto-t  of  the  cross  was  inscribed, 

Christus  mncit. 

And  on  the  perpendicular  part, 

Carolus  II J,  imperat.  1774. 

Our  commander  took  this  occasion  to  preserve  the 
memory  of  the  prior  visits  of  the  English,  by  inscrib- 
ing, on  the  other  side  of  the  post, 

Georgius  tertius  Rex, 
Annis  1767, 
1769,  1773,  1774,  S^  1777. 

Whatever  might  be  the  intentions  of  the  Spaniards  in 
tlieir  visit  to  the  island,  it  ought  to  be  remembered  to 
their  honour,  that  they  behaved  so  well  to  the  inhabi- 
tants, as  always  to  bo  spoken  of  in  the  strongest  ex- 
pressions of  esteem  and  veneration. 
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Caplain  Cook  had  at  this  time  an  important  affair  to 
settle.    As  he  knew  that  he  could   now  be  furnished 
with  a  plentiful  supply  of  cocoa-nuts,  the  liquor  of 
which  is  an  excellent  and  wholesome  bev^eragc,  lie  was 
desirous  of  prevailincr  upon  his  people  to  consent  to 
their  being;  abridged,  during  their  stay  at  Otaheite  and 
the  neighbouring  islands,  of  their  stated  allowance  of 
spirits  to  mix  with  water.     But  as  this  stoppage  of  a 
favourite  arlicle,  without  assigning  some  reason  for  it, 
might  occasion  a  general  murmur,  he  thought  it  most 
prudent  to  assemble  the  ship's  company,  and  to  make 
known   to  them  the  design  of  the  voyage,  and   the 
extent  of  the  future  operations.     To   animate  them 
in   undertaking   with    cheerfulness  and    perseverance 
what  lay  before  them,  he  took  notice  of  the  rewards 
offered  by  parliament,  to  such  of  his  majesty's  sub- 
jects as   should   first   discover  a  communication    be- 
tween  the  Atlantic  and   Pacific  Oceans,  in   any  di- 
rection  whatever,  in  the  northern  hemisphere;    and 
also  to    such   as  should   first   penetrate    bejond   the 
eighty-ninth  degree  of  northern   latitude.    The  cap- 
tain made  no  doubt,  ho  told   them,   that  he  should 
find  them   willing    to   co-operate    with   him    in    at- 
tempting, as  far   as   might   bo  possible,   to    become 
entitled  to  one  or  be?.h  of  these  rewards;  but  that,  to 
give  the  best  chance  of  success,  it  would  be  necessary 
to  observe  the  utmost  economy  in  the  expenditure  of 
the  stores  and  provisions,  particularly  the  latter,  as 
there  was  no  probability  of  getting  a  supply  any  where, 
after  leaving  these  islands.     He  strengthened  his  argu- 
ment by  reminding  them,  that,  in  consequence  of  the 
opportunity's  having  been  lost  of  getting  to  the  north 
this  summer,  the  voyage  must   last  at  least  a   year 
longer  than  had  originally  been  supposed.     He  en- 
treated them  to  consider  the  various  obstructions  and 
difficulties  the}'  might  still  meet  with,  and  the  aggra- 
vated hardships  they  would  endure,  if  it  should  be 
found  necessary  to  put  them  to  short  allowance,  of 
any  species  of  provisions,  in  a  cold  climate.    For  these 
very  substantial  reasons,  he  submitted  to  them,  whe- 
ther it  would  not  be  better  to  be  prudent  in  time,  and, 
rather  than  to  incur  the  hazard  of  having  no  spirits 
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left,  when  such  a  cordial  would  most  be  wanted,  to 
consent  to  jjive  up  their  gro^  now,  when  so  excellent 
a  liquor  as  thai  of  cocoa-nuts,  could  he  substituted  in 
its  place.  In  cunclusion,  our  commander  leil  the  deler- 
ininalion  of  the  matter  cnlirelv  to  their  own  choice. 

This  s|iee('h,  which  certainly  partook  much  of  tlio 
nature  of  true  eloquence,  if  a  discourse  admirablj^  cal- 
culated for  persuasion  be  entitled  to  that  character, 
produced  its  full  eflect  on  the  generous  minds  of  En;^- 
Jish  seamen.  Captain  Cook  had  the  satisfaction  of 
finding  Uial  his  proposal  did  not  remain  a  single  mo- 
ment nruhr  consideration  ;  l)eing  unanimously  and 
immediali'iy  approved  of,  without  the  least  objection. 
By  our  commander's  order,  Captain  Clerke  made  the 
same  proposal  to  his  people,  to  which  they,  likewise, 
agreed.  AeeordiuLfly,  grog  was  no  longer  served,  ex- 
cepting on  Saturday  i>i«;lils;  when  the  companies  of 
both  ships  had  a  iul!  aSlowance  of  it,  that  they  might 
drink  the  healths  ol'  their  friends  in  Hngland. 

On  the  24lh,  Captain  Cook  quitted  the  south-east 
part  of  Olaheile,  an<l  resumed  his  old  station  in  Ma- 
tavai  Bay.  immediately  upon  his  arrival,  he  was 
"visited  hy  Otoo,  the  king  of  the  whole  island,  and  their 
former  friendship  was  renewed;  a  friendship  which 
was  continued  without  interruption,  and  cenienled  by 
a  perpetual  succession  of  civilities,  good  oHices,  and 
entertainments.  One  of  our  commander's  first  objects 
was  to  dispose  of  all  the  PJuropean  animals  which  were 
in  the  ships.  Accordingly,  he  conveyed  to  Oparrc, 
Otoo's  place  of  residence,  a  peacock  and  hen ;  a  tur- 
key cock  and  hen,  one  gander  and  three  j;ee.se,  a  drake 
and  four  ducks.  The  geese  and  ducks  beiran  to  hreed 
before  our  navigators  left  their  present  station.  There 
were  already,  at  Oloo's,  several  goats,  and  the  Spanish 
bull ;  which  was  one  of  the  finest  animals  of  the  kind 
that  was  ever  seen.  To  the  bull  Captain  Cook  sent 
the  three  cows  he  had  on  board,  together  with  a  bull 
of  his  own;  to  all  which  were  added  the  horse  and 
mare,  and  the  sheep  that  bad  still  remained  in  the 
vessels. 

The  captain  found  himself  lightened  of  a  very  heavy 
burthen,  in  having  disposed  of  these  passengers.     It 
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is  not  easy  lo  conceive  the  trouble  and  vexation,  which 
had  attended  the  conveyance  of  this  living  cargo, 
through  such  various  ha/:irds,  and  to  so  immense  a 
distance.  But  the  satisCaclio!!  which  our  commander 
felt,  in  liavin^i;  been  so  forluiiale  as  to  fulhl  his  ma- 
jesty *s  humane  designs,  in  sending  such  valuable  ani- 
mals, to  supply  the  wants  of  two  worthy  nations,  af- 
forded him  ar\  ample  recompense  for  the  many  anxious 
hours  he  had  passed,  l>el(>re  this  snbor'dinate  object  of 
his  voyage  could  be  carried  into  execution. 

At  this  time,  a  war  was  on  the  point  of  bretiking  out, 
between  the  inhabitanls  of  Kimeo  and  those  of  Ota- 
heile;  and  by  the  laller  Caplain  Cook  was  requested 
to  take  a  part  in  their  favour.  With  this  request,  how- 
ever, though  enforced  by  frequent  and  urgent  solicita- 
tions, the  captain,  according  to  his  usual  wisdom,  re- 
fused lo  comply.  He  alleged,  that,  as  he  was  not 
thoroughly  acquainted  with  tlie  dispute,  and  the  people 
of  Eimeo  had  never  oflended  him,  he  could  not  think 
himself  at  liberty  to  engage  in  hostilities  against  them. 
With  these  reasons  Oloo  and  most  of  the  chiefs  ap- 
peared to  be  satisfied  ;  but  one  of  them,  Towha  was 
so  highly  displeased,  that  our  commander  never  after- 
ward recovered  his  friendship. 

Ul^n  the  present  occasion,  Caplain  Cook  had  full 
and  undeniable  proof,  that  the  ottering  of  human  sa- 
crifices forms  a  jiarl  of  the  religious  institutions  of 
Olaheile.  Indeed,  he  was  a  witness  to  a  solemnity  of 
this  kind;  the  process  of  which  he  has  particularly 
described,  and  has  related  it  with  the  just  sentiments 
of  indignation  and  abhorrence.  The  unhappy  victim, 
who  was  now  offered  to  the  ol)ject  of  worship,  seemed 
to  be  a  middle-aged  man,  and  was  said  to  be  one  of  the 
lowest  class  of  the  people.  But  the  captain  could  not 
learn,  alter  all  his  inquiries,  whether  the  wretch  had 
been  fixed  upon  on  account  of  his  having  committed 
any  crime  which  was  supposed  to  be  deserving  of 
death.  It  is  certain,  that  a  choice  is  generally  made, 
either  of  such  guilty  persons  for  the  sacrifices,  or  of 
cotuuion  low  fellows,  who  stroll  about  from  place  lo 
place,  without  any  visible  methods  of  obtaining  an 
iionest  subsislcnce.     Those  who  are  devoted  lo  sulVer, 
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are  never  apprized  of  iheir  fate,  till  tlie  blow  is  given, 
that  puts  ail  end  to  tlieir  bein^.  Whenever,  upon  any 
particular  emergency,  one  of  the  great  chiefs  considers 
a  human  sacri(ieo  to  be  necessary,  he  pilches  upon  the 
victim,  and  then  orders  liim  to  be  suddenly  fallen  upon 
and  killed,  either  with  clubs  or  stones.  Althougn  it 
should  be  supposed,  that  no  more  than  one  person  is 
ever  devoted  to  destruction  on  any  single  occasion,  at 
Olaheite,it  will  still  be  found  that  these  occurrences  are 
o  frequent^  as  to  cause  a  sliocking  waste  of  the  human 
race;  for  our  commander  counted  no  less  than  forty- 
nine  skulls  of  former  victims,  lying  before  the  Moral, 
where  he  had  seen  another  added  to  the  number.  It 
was  apparent,  from  the  freshness  of  these  skulls,  that 
no  great  length  of  time  had  elapsed,  since  the  wretches 
to  whom  they  belonged  had  been  oilered  upon  the  altar 
of  blood. 

There  is  reason  to  fear,  that  this  custom  is  as  exten- 
sive as  it  is  horrid.  It  is  highly  probable,  that  it  pre- 
vails throughout  the  widely-diftused  islands  of  the 
Pacific  Ocean  ;  and  Captain  Cook  had  particular  evi- 
dence of  its  subsisting  at  the  Friendly  Islands.  To 
what  an  extent  the  practice  of  human  sacrifices  was 
carried  in  the  ancicut  world,  is  not  unknown  to  the 
learned.  Scarcely  any  nation  was  free  from  it  in  a 
certain  slate  of  society;  and,  as  religious  reformation 
is  one  of  the  last  efforts  of  the  human  mind,  the  prac- 
tice may  be  continued,  even  when  the  manners  are 
otherwise  far  removed  from  savage  life.  It  may  have 
been  a  long  time  before  civilization  has  made  such  a 
progress  as  to  deprive  superstition  of  its  cruelty,  and 
to  divert  it  from  barbarous  rites  to  ceremonies,  which, 
though  foolish  enough,  are  comparatively  mild,  gentle, 
and  innocent. 

On  the  5lh  of  September,  an  accident  happened, 
which,  though  slight  in  itself,  was  of  some  conse- 
quence from  the  situation  of  things.  A  voung  ram  of 
the  Cape  breed,  which  had  been  lambed  and  brought 
up  with  great  care  on  board  the  ship,  was  killed  by  a 
dog.  Desirous  as  Captain  Cook  was  of  propagating 
so  useful  a  race,  among  the  Society  Islands,  the  loss  of 


a 
h 


t 


THIRD  VOYAGE.  91 

a  ram  was  a  serious  misforlnne.  It  was  the  only  one 
lie  had  of  iliat  breed ;  and  of  tlie  English  breed  a 
single  rarn  was  all  that  remained. 

Captain  Cook  and  Captain  Clerke,  on  the  14lh, 
mounted  on  horseback,  and  took  a  ride  round  the 
plain  of  Maiavai,  to  the  p^reat  surprise  of  a  lar^e  num- 
ber of  the  natives,  who  attended  upon  the  occasion, 
and  gazed  upon  the  gentlemen  with  as  much  astonish- 
ment as  if  they  had  been  Centaurs.  What  the  two 
raptains  bad  begun  was  afterwards  repealed  every  day, 
l>y  one  and  another  of  our  people  ;  notwithstanding 
which,  the  curiosity  of  the  Otaheitans  still  continued 
unabated.  They  were  exceedingly  delighted  with  these 
animals,  after  they  bad  seen  the  use  which  was  made  of 
them.  Not  all  the  novelties  put  together,  which  Euro- 
pean visitors  had  carried  amongst  the  inhabitants,  in- 
spired them  with  so  high  an  idea  of  tiie  greatness  of 
distant  nations. 

Though  Captain  Cook  would  not  take  a  part  in  the 
quarrels  between  the  islands,  he  was  ready  to  protect 
his  particular  friends,  when  in  danger  of  being  injured. 
Towha,  who  commanded  the  expedition  against  Ei- 
meo,  had  been  obliged  to  submit  to  a  disgraceful  ac- 
commodation. Being  full  of  resentment,  on  account 
of  his  not  having  been  properly  supported,  he  was  said 
io  have  threatened,  that,  as  soon  as  the  captain  should 
leave  the  island,  he  would  join  his  forces  to  those  of 
'I'iaraboo,  and  attack  Oloo,  at  xMatavai  or  Oparre.  This 
induced  our  commander  to  declare,  in  the  most  public 
maimer,  that  he  was  determined  to  espouse  the  interest 
of  his  friend,  against  any  such  combination;  and  that, 
whoever  presumed  to  assault  him,  should  feel  the 
weight  of  his  heavy  displeasure,  when  he  returned 
again  to  Olaheite.  Captain  Cook's  declaration  had 
probably  the  desired  elfect ;  for,  if  Towha  had  formed 
hostile  intentions,  no  more  was  heard  of  the  matter. 

The  manner  in  which  our  commander  was  freed  from 
a  rheumatic  complaint,  that  consisted  of  a  pain  extend- 
ing  from  the  hip  to  the  foot,  deserves  to  be  recorded. 
Oloo's  mother,  his  three  sisters,  and  eight  other  wo- 
men went  on  board,  for  the  express  purpose  of  under<» 
taking  the  cure  of  his  disorder.     He  accepted  of  their 
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friendly  offer,  had  a  bed  spread  for  tliem  on  llio  cabin- 
iloor,  and  subinillcd  bimseit*  to  Iheir  directions.  Be- 
ing desired  lu  lay  himself  down  amongst  theui,  then,  as 
many  of  them  as  could  get  round  him  began  to  squeeze 
him  wilh  both  hands,  from  liead  to  fool,  but  more  par- 
ticularly in  the  part  where  the  pain  was  lodged,  till 
they  made  his  bones  crack,  and  his  ilesli  becante  a  per- 
fect mummy.  After  undergoing  this  discipline  about 
a  quarter  of  an  hour,  he  was  glad  to  be  released  from 
the  women.  The  operation,  however,  gave  him  imme- 
diate relief;  so  that  he  was  encouraged  to  submit  to 
another  rubbing  down  before  he  went  to  bed  ;  the 
consequence  of  which  was,  that  he  was  tolerably  easy 
all  the  succeeding  night.  His  female  physicians  re- 
peated their  prescription  the  next  morning,  and  again 
in  the  evening ;  after  which  his  pains  were  entirely 
removed,  and  the  cure  was  perfected.  This  operation, 
which  is  called  romeff  is  universally  practised  among 
these  islanders;  being  sometimes  performed  by  the 
men,  but  more  generally  by  the  women. 

Caplain  Cook,  who  now  had  come  to  the  resolution  of 
departing  soon  from  Otaheite,  accompanied, on  the^th, 
Otoo  to  Oparre,  and  examined  the  cattle  and  poultry, 
which  he  had  consigned  to  his  friend's  care  at  that 
place.  Every  thing  was  in  a  promising  way,  and  pro- 
perly attended.  The  captain  procured  from  Otoo  four 
goats;  two  of  which  he  designed  to  leave  at  Ulietea, 
where  none  had  as  yet  been  introduced  ;  and  the  other 
two  he  proposed  to  reserve  for  the  use  of  any  islands 
he  might  chance  to  meet  with  in  his  passage  to  the 
north.  On  the  next  day,  Otoo  came  on  board,  and  in- 
formed our  commander  that  he  had  gotten  a  canoe, 
which  he  desired  him  to  carry  home,  as  a  present  to 
the  Earee  rahie  no  Prelane.  This,  he  said,  was  the 
only  thing  he  could  send  which  was  worthy  of  his 
majesty's  acceplancn.  Captain  Cook  was  not  a  little 
pleased  with  Otoo,  for  this  mark  of  his  gratitude;  and 
the  more,  as  the  thought  was  entirely  Iiis  own.  Not 
one  of  our  people  had  given  him  the  least  hint  con- 
cerning it;  and  it  showed,  that  he  was  fully  sensible 
to  whom  he  stood  indebted  for  the  most  valuable  pre- 
sents that  lie  had  received.     As  the  canoe  was  too 
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Inr^o  In  bo  lulven  on  hoard,  llie  captain  could  only 
tii.'iiik  liitn  tor  his  ^ood  intentions;  hut  it  wouhi  have 
f^ivcn  him  a  niucli  greater  satisfaction,  if  his  present 
could  have  been  accepted. 

DuriM(^  this  visit  of  our  voyagers  to  Oluheitc,  such 
a  cordial  friendship  and  confidence  subsisted  between 
tiiein  and  the  natives,  as  never  once  to  he  inlen  upted 
by  any  untoward  accident.  Our  coniniander  had  made 
the  chiefs  fully  sensible,  that  it  was  their  interest  to 
treat  with  him 'on  fair  and  equitable  terms,  and  to 
keep  their  people  from  plundering  or  stealing.  So 
great  w.'is  Oloo's  attachment  to  the  Knglisli,  that  he 
seemed  pleased  with  the  idea  of  their  having  a  perma- 
nent settlement  at  Malavai ;  not  considering,  that  from 
that  time  he  would  be  deprived  of  his  kingdom,  and 
the  inhabitants  of  their  liberties.  Captain  Cook  had 
loo  much  gratitude  and  regard  for  these  islanders,  to 
wish  that  such  an  event  should  ever  take  place.  Though 
our  occasional  visits  may,  in  some  respects,  have  been 
of  advantage  to  the  natives,  he  was  afraid  that  a  durable 
establishment  among  them,  conducted  as  most  European 
establishments  amongst  Indian  nations  have  unfortu- 
nately been,  would  give  them  just  cause  to  lament  that 
they  had  been  discovered  by  our  navigators.  It  is  not, 
indeed,  likely  that  a  measure  of  this  kind  should  at 
any  time  .seriously  be  adopted,  because  it  cannot  serve 
either  the  purposes  of  public  ambition,  or  private 
avarice;  and,  without  such  inducements,  the  captain 
has  ventured  to  pronounce  that  it  will  never  be  under- 
taken. 

From  Otaheite  our  voyagers  sailed,  on  the  30th,  to 
Einieo,  where  they  came  to  an  anchor  on  the  same  day. 
At  this  island,  the  transactions  which  happened  were, 
fur  the  most  part,  very  unpleasaiit.  A  goat,  which  was 
stolen,  was  recovered  without  any  extraordinary  diffi- 
culty, and  one  of  the  thieves  was,  at  the  same  time, 
surrendered  ;  being  the  first  instance  of  the  kind  that 
our  commander  had  met  with  in  his  connexions  with 
the  Society  Islands.  The  stealing  of  another  goat  was 
attended  with  an  uncommon  degree  of  perplexity  and 
trouble.  As  the  recovery  of  it  was  a  matter  of  no 
small  importance,  Captain  Cook  was  determined  to 
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eilecl  this  at  any  rale  ;  and  accordingly  he  mnde  an 
expedition  across  the  island,  in  the  course  of  which  lie 
set  fire  to  six  or  eije^ht  houses,  and  burned  a  number  of 
war  canoes.  At  last,  in  consequence  of  a  peremptory 
message  to  Maheine,  the  chief  of  Kimeo,  that  not  a 
single  canoe  should  be  left  in  the  country,  or  an  end 
be  put  to  the  contest,  unless  the  animal  in  his  posses- 
sion should  bo  restored,  the  goat  was  brought  back. 
This  quarrel  was  as  much  regretted  on  the  part  of  the 
captain,  as  it  cculd  be  on  that  of  the  natiTCS.  It  grieved 
him  to  reflect,  that,  after  revising  the  pressing  solicita- 
tions of  his  friends  at  Otaheito  to  favour  their  invasion 
of  this  island,  he  should  /ind  himself  so  speedily  re- 
duced to  the  necessitv  of  engaging  in  hostilities  against 
its  inhabitants;  and  in  such  hostilities  as,  perhaps,  had 
been  more  injurious  to  them  than  Towha's  expeiiition. 

On  the  IKIi  of  October,  the  ships  departed  from 
Eimco,  and  the  next  day  arrived  at  Owharre  harbour, 
on  the  west  side  of  Huaheine.  The  grand  business  of 
our  cmmander  at  this  island  was  the  settlement  of 
Omai.  In  order  to  obtain  the  consent  of  the  chiefs  of 
the  island,  the  affair  was  conducted  with  great  solem- 
nity. Onmi  dressed  himself  very  properly  on  the  oc- 
casion ;  brought  with  him  a  suitable  assortment  of  pre- 
sents; went  through  a  variety  of  religious  ceremonies  ; 
and  made  a  speech,  the  topics  of  which  had  been  dic- 
tated to  him  by  our  commander.  The  result  of  the 
negotiation  was,  that  a  spot  of  ground  was  assigned 
him,  the  extent  of  which,  along  the  shore  of  the  har- 
bour, was  about  two  hundred  yards;  and  its  depth  to 
the  foot  of  the  hill,  somewliHt  more.  A  proportionable 
part  of  the  hill  was  included  in  the  graut.  This  busi- 
ness having  been  adjusted  in  a  satisfactory  manner, 
the  carpenters  of  both  ships  were  employed  in  building 
a  small  house  for  Omai,  in  which  he  might  secure  his 
£uro|)ean  commodities.  At  the  same  time,  some  of 
the  English  made  a  garden  for  his  use,  in  which  they 
planted  shaddocks,  vines,  piue-applcs,  melons,  and  the 
seeds  of  several  other  vegetable  articles.  All  of  these 
Captain  Cook  had  the  satisfaction  of  seeing  in  a  flou- 
rishing state  before  he  left  the  island. 

At  Huaheine,  Omai  found  a  brother,    .  sister^  and  a 
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Lrolher-in  law,  hy  whom  Iio  waa  received  wilh  preat 
regard  and  tenderness.  But  tiiuiig^h  these  people  were 
I'aithfiil  and  aOeotiunate  in  their  attachment  to  him, 
the  captain  discovered,  with  concern,  that  they  were 
of  too  little  consequence  in  the  island  to  be  capable  of 
rendering  him  any  positive  service.  They  had  not 
cither  authority  or  influence  to  protect  his  person  or 
property;  and,  in  sucfi  a  situation,  there  was  reasoa  to 
apprehend,  that  he  might  be  in  danger  of  being  strip- 
ped of  all  his  possessions,  as  soon  as  he  should  cease  to 
be  supported  by  the  power  of  the  Englisli.  To  pre- 
vent this  evil,  if  possible,  our  commander  advised  him 
to  conciliate  the  favour  end  engage  the  patronage  and 
{irotection  of  two  or  thrct  of  the  principal  chiefs,  by 
a  proper  distribution  of  some  of  his  moveables;  with 
which  advice  he  prudentlj  complied.  Captain  Cook, 
however,  did  not  entirely  trust  to  the  operations  of 
gratitude,  but  Lad  recourse  to  the  more  forcible  motive 
of  intimidation.  With  this  view,  he  took  every  oppor- 
tunity of  signifying  to  the  inhabitants,  that  it  was  his 
intention  to  return  to  the  island  again,  alter  being  ab- 
sent the  usual  time ;  and  that,  if  he  did  not  iind  Omai 
in  the  same  state  of  security  in  which  he  left  him,  all 
those  whom  he  should  then  discover  to  have  been  his 
enemies  should  feel  the  weight  of  his  resentment.  As 
the  natives  had  now  formed  an  opinion  that  their 
country  would  be  visited  by  the  ships  of  England  at 
stated  periods,  there  was  ground  to  hope,  that  this 
threatening  declaration  would  produce  no  inconsider- 
able eflect. 

When  Omai's  house  was  nearly  finished,  and  many 
of  his  moveables  were  carried  ashore,  a  box  of  toys 
excited  the  admiration  of  the  multitude  in  a  much 
higher  degree  than  articles  of  a  more  useful  nature. 
With  regard  to  his  pots,  kettles,  dishes,  plates,  drink- 
iug-mugs,  glasses,  and  the  whole  train  of  domestic 
accommodations,  which  in  our  estimation  are  so  neces- 
sary and  important,  scarcely  any  one  of  his  country- 
men would  condescend  to  look  upon  them.  Omai 
himself,  being  sensible  that  these  pieces  of  English 
furniture  would  be  of  no  great  consequence  in  his 
present  situation^  wisely  sold  a  number  of  theiUi  amoug 
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tlio  people  of  IIjo  ships,  for  halclicis,  and  oilier  iron 
tools,  whicli  had  a  more  intrinsic  value  in  this  part  of 
the  world,  and  would  g^ive  him  a  more  distinguished 
superiority  over  those  with  whom  ho  was  to  pass  the 
remainder  of  his  days. 

Omai's  family,  when  he  settled  at  Huaheine,  con- 
sisted of  ei^ht  or  ten  persons,  if  that  can  be  called  a 
family  lo  which  a  sinj»le  female  did  not  as  yet  belong, 
nor  was  likel>'  to  belong,  unless  its  master  should  be- 
come less  volatile.  There  was  nothing  in  his  present 
temper  which  seemed  likely  to  dispose  him  to  look 
ont  for  a  wife;  and,  perhaps,  it  is  to  be  apprehended, 
that  his  residence  in  England  had  not  contributed  to 
improve  his  taste  for  the  sober  felicity  of  a  domestic 
union  with  some  woman  of  his  own  country. 

The  European  weapons  of  Omai,  consisted  of  a  mus- 
ket, bayonet,  and  carlouch-box ;  a  fowling-piece,  two 
pair  of  pistols,  and  two  or  three  swords  or  cutlasses. 
With  the  possession  of  these  warlike  implements,  he 
was  highly  delighted;  and  it  was  only  to  gratify  his 
eager  desire  for  them  that  Captain  Cook  was  induced 
to  make  him  such  presents.  The  captain  would  other- 
wise have  thought  it  happier  for  him  to  be  without  Bre- 
arms,  or  any  European  weapons,  lest  an  imprudent  use 
of  them  (and  prudence  was  not  his  most  distinguished 
talent)  should  rather  incrccise  his  dangers  thau  establish 
his  superiorit}'.  Though  it  was  no  small  satisi'actioa 
to  our  commander  to  retlect,  that  he  had  brought  Omai 
safe  back  lo  the  verj  spot  from  which  he  had  been 
taken,  this  satisfaction  was,  nevertheless,  somewhat 
diminished  by  the  consideration,  that  his  situation  mi^ht 
now  be  less  desirable  than  it  was  before  his  connexion 
with  the  English.  It  was  to  be  feared,  that  the  ad- 
Tantages  which  he  had  derived  from  his  visit  lo  Eng- 
land would  place  him  in  a  more  hazardous  state,  with 
respect  to  his  personal  safety. 

Whatever  faults  belonged  to  Omai's  character,  they 
were  overbalanced  by  his  good  nature  and  his  grati- 
tude. He  had  a  tolerable  share  of  underslauding,  but 
it  was  not  accompanied  with  application  and  perse- 
verance; so  that  his  knowledge  of  things  was  ve.'y 
general,  and  in  most  instances  imperfe    :  nor  was  ho 
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a  man  of  mncli  observation.  He  would  not,  therefore^ 
be  able  to  introduce  many  of  the  arts  and  customs  of 
Knt^land  among;  his  countrymen,  or  greatly  to  improve 
those  to  which  they  have  long  been  habituated.  Cap- 
lain  Cook,  however,  was  confident,  that  he  would  en<* 
deavour  to  bring  to  perfection  the  fruits  and  vegetables 
^vhich  had  been  planted  in  his  garden.  This  of  itself 
would  be  no  small  acquisition  to  Ihe  natives.  But  tho 
i^reatcst  benefit  which  these  islands  are  likely  to  re- 
ceive from  Oinai's  travels,  will  be  in  the  animals  that 
arc  left  upon  them;  and  which,  had  it  not  been  for  his 
coming  to  England,  they  might  probably  never  have 
obtained.  Wlien  these  multiply,  of  which  Captain 
Cook  thought  there  was  little  reason  to  doubt,  Ota- 
lieite,  and  the  Society  Islands,  will  equal,  if  not  ex- 
ceed, any  country  in  the  known  world,  for  plenty  of 
provisions. 

Before  our  commander  sailed  from  Huahcine,  he  had 
the  following  inscription  cut  on  the  outside  of  Omai's 
house : 

Georgius  Tertius,  Rex,  2  Novembris,  1777, 
XT  5  Resolution,  Jac\  Cook,  Pr, 

jsaves  ^  ifiscovery,  Car,  Clerke,  Pr. 

On  the  same  day,  Omai  took  his  final  leave  of  our  navi- 
gators, in  doing  which,  he  bade  farewell  to  all  the 
officers  in  a  ver}'  affectionate  manner.  He  sustained 
himself  with  a  manly  resolution,  till  he  came  to  Cap- 
tain Cook,  when  his  utmost  efforts  to  conceal  his  tears 
failed  ;  and  he  continued  to  weep  all  the  time  that  the 
boat  was  conveying  him  to  shore.  Not  again  to  re- 
sume the  subject,  I  shall  here  mention,  that  when  the 
captain  was  at  Uiietca,  a  fortnight  alter  this  event, 
Omai  sent  two  men  with  tiie  satisfactory  intelligence, 
that  he  remained  undisturbed  by  the  people  of  Hua- 
heiiie,  and  that  every  thing  succeeded  well  with  him, 
excepling  in  the  loss  of  his  goat,  which  had  died  in 
kidding.  This  intelligence  was  accompanied  with  a 
request,  that  another  goat  miglit  be  given  him,  toge- 
ther with  two  axes.  Our  commander,  esteeming  him- 
self happy  in  having  an  additional  opportunity  of  serv- 
ing him,  dispatched  the  messengers  back  with  the  axes, 
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and  a  couple  of  kids,  male  and  female,  uliicli  were 
8])ared  Uj    him  out  of  the  Discovery. 

The  fate  of  the  two  youths,  who  had  been  brought 
from  New  Zealand,  must  not  be  forgotten.  As  they 
were  extremely  desirous  of  continuing  with  our  people, 
Captain  Cook  would  have  carried  them  to  England 
with  him,  if  tliere  had  appeared  the  most  distant  pro- 
bability of  their  ever  being  restored  to  their  own 
country.  Tiarooa,  the  eldest  of  them,  was  a  very 
well-disposed  young  man,  with  strong  natural  sense, 
and  a  capacity  of  receiving  any  instruction.  He  seemed 
to  be  fully  convinced  of  the  inferiority  of  New  Zea- 
land to  these  islands,  and  resigned  lijmself,  though  not 
without  some  degree  of  reluctanj:;e,  to  end  his  days,  in 
ease  and  plenty,  in  Huaheine.  The  other  had  formed 
so  strong  an  attachment  to  our  navigators,  that  it  was 
necessary  to  take  him  out  of  the  ship,  and  carry  him 
ashore  by  force.  This  necessity  was  the  more  painful, 
as  he  was  a  witty,  smart  boy;  and,  on  that  account,  a 
great  favourite  on  board.  Both  these  youths  became  t^ 
part  of  Omai's  family. 

Whilst  our  voyagers  were  at  Huaheine,  the  atrocious 
conduct  of  one  particular  thief  occasioned  so  much 
trouble,  that  the  captain  punished  him  more  severely 
than  he  had  ever  clone  any  culprit  before.  Besides 
having  his  head  and  beard  shaved,  he  ordered  both  his 
ears  to  be  cut  oft',  and  then  dismissed  him.  It  c^n 
scarcely  be  reflected  upon  without  regret,  that  o'^r 
commander  should  have  been  compelled  to  such  an  act 
of  sevcril}'. 

On  the  3d  of  November,  the  ships  came  to  an  anchor 
in  the  harbour  of  Ohamaneno,  in  the  island  of  Ulietea. 
The  observatories  being  set  up  on  the  6th,  and  the 
necessary  instruments  having  been  carried  on  shore, 
the  two  following  days  were  employed  in  making  as- 
tronomical observations.  In  the  night  between  the 
12lh  and  13lh,  John  Harrison,  a  marine,  who  was  sen- 
tinel at  the  observatory,  deserted,  taking  with  him  his 
arms  and  accoutrements.  Captain  Cook  exerted  him- 
self on  this  occasion,  with  his  usual  vigour.  He  went 
himself  in  pursuit  of  the  deserter,  who,  after  some 
evasion  on  the  part  of  the  inhabitants,  was  isurren- 
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dercd.  He  was.  found  sitting  between  two  women, 
with  the  musket  lying  before  him  ;  and  all  the  defence 
Jie  was  able  to  make  was,  that  he  had  been  enticed 
away  by  the  natives.  As  this  account  was  probably 
the  truth,  and  as  it  appeared  besides,  that  he  had  re- 
mained upon  his  post  till  within  ten  minutes  of  the 
time  when  he  was  to  have  been  relieved,  the  punish- 
ment which  the  captain  inflicted  upon  him  was  not 
very  severe. 

Some  days  after,  a  still  mere  troublesome  affair  hap- 
pened, of  the  same  nature.  On  the  morning  of  the 
24lh,  the  captain  was  informed  that  a  midshipman  and 
a  seaman,  both  belonging  to  the  Discovery,  were  mis- 
sing; and  it  soon  appeared,  that  they  had  gone  away  in 
a  canoe  in  the  preceding  evening,  and  had  now  reached 
the  other  end  of  the  island.  As  the  midshipman  was 
known  to  have  expressed  a  desire  of  remaining  at  these 
islands,  it  was  evident,  that  he  and  his  companion  had 
gone  off  with  that  intention.  Though  Captain  Clerke 
immediately  set  out  in  quest  of  them  with  two  armed 
boats,  and  a  party  of  marines,  his  expedition  proved 
fruitless,  the  natives  having  amused  him  the  whole  day 
with  false  intelligence.  The  next  morning  an  account 
was  brought  that  the  deserters  were  at  Olaha.  As  they 
were  not  the  only  persons  in  the  ships  who  wished  to 
spend  their  days  at  these  favourite  islands,  it  became 
necessary,  for  the  purpose  of  preventing  any  farther 
desertion,  to  recover  them  at  all  events.  Captain 
Cook,  therefore,  in  order  to  convince  the  inhabitants 
that  he  was  in  earnest,  resolved  to  go  after  the  fugitives 
himself;  to  which  measure  he  was  determined,  from 
having  observed,  in  repeated  instances,  that  the  natives 
had  seldom  offered  to  deceive  him  with  false  infor- 
mation. 

Agreeably  to  this  resolution,  the  captain  set  out,  the 
next  morning,  with  two  armed  boats,  being  accom- 
panied by  Oreo,  the  chief  of  Ulietea,  and  proceeded 
immediately  to  Otaha.  But  when  he  had  gotten  to  the 
place  where  the  deserters  were  expected  to  be  found, 
he  was  acquainted,,  that  they  were  gone  over  to  Bola- 
bola.  Thither  our  commander  did  not  think  proper  to 
follow  them,  having  determined  to  pursue  another  mca- 
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sure,  which  he  judged  would  more  effectually  answer 
Iiis  purpose.  This  measure  was  to  put  liie  chief's  son, 
xlau^hter,  and  son-in-law,  into  confinement,  and  to 
detain  them  till  the  fugitives  should  be  restored.  As 
to  Oreo,  he  was  informed,  that  he  was  at  liberty  to 
leave  the  ship  whenever  he  pleased,  and  to  take  such 
methods  as  he  esteemed  best  calculated  to  get  our  two 
men  back;  that,  if  he  succeeded,  his  friends  should  be 
released ;  if  not,  tliat  Captain  Cook  was  resolved  to 
carry  lliem  away  with  him.  The  captain  added,  that 
the  chief's  own  conduct,  as  well  as  that  of  many  of  his 
people,  in  assisting  the  runaways  lo  escape,  and  in  en- 
ticing others  to  follow  them,  would  justify  any  step 
Ihat  could  be  taken  to  put  a  stop  to  such  proceedings. 
In  consequence  of  this  explanation  of  our  commander's 
views  and  intentions,  Oreo  zealously  exerted  himself 
to  recover  the  deserters;  for  which  purpose  he  dis- 
patched a  canoe  to  Bolabola,  willi  a  message  to  Opoony, 
the  sovereign  of  that  island,  acquainting  him  witii  what 
had  happened,  and  requesting  hitn  to  seize  the  two 
fugitives,  and  send  them  back.  The  messenger,  who 
was  no  less  a  person  than  the  father  of  Pootoe,  Oreo's 
son-in-law,  came,  before  he  set  out,  to  Captain  Cook, 
lo  receive  his  commands  ;  which  were,  not  to  return 
without  the  runaways,  and  to  inform  Opoony,  that,  if 
they  had  lefl  Bolabola,  he  must  dispatch  canoes  in 
pursuit  of  them,  till  they  should  finally  l)e  restored. 
These  vigorous  measures  were,  at  length  successful. 
On  the  28lh  the  deserters  were  brought  back  ;  and,  as 
soon  as  they  were  on  board,  the  three  prisoners  were 
released.  Our  commander  would  not  have  ac*- -^  so 
resolutely  on  the  present  occasion,  had  he  not  been  pe- 
culiarly solicitous  to  save  the  son  of  a  brother  officer 
from  being  lost  to  his  country. 

While  this  affair  was  in  suspense,  some  of  the  natives, 
from  their  anxiety  on  account  of  the  confinement  of 
the  chief's  relations,  had  formed  a  design  of  a  very 
serious  nature;  which  was  no  less  than  to  seize  upon 
the  persons  of  Captain  Clerke  and  Captain  Cook.  With 
regard  to  Captain  Clerke,  they  made  no  secret  of  speak- 
ing of  their  scliinie,  the  day  after  it  was  discovered. 
But  their  first  and  grand  plan  of  operations  was  to  lay 
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hold  of  Captain  Cook.  It  was  his  cnslom  to  bathe, 
every  evening,  in  tVesh  water;  in  doing  which  he  fre- 
quently went  alone,  and  always  without  arms.  As  the 
inhabitants  expected  him  to  go,  as  usual,  on  (he  evening 
of  the  26th,  they  had  determined  at  that  linic  to  make 
liim  a  prisoner.  But  he  had  thought  it  prudent,  after 
confining  Oreo's  family,  to  avoid  pulling  himself  in 
their  power ,  and  had  cautioned  Caplain  Gierke,  and 
the  officers,  not  to  venture  themselves  far  from  the 
ships.  In  the  course  of  the  atlernoon,  the  chief  asked 
Caplain  Cook,  three  several  limes,  if  he  would  not  go 
to  the  bathing-place;  and  when  he  found,  at  last,  that 
the  captain  could  not  be  prevailed  upon,  he  went  off, 
with  all  his  people.  He  was  apprehensive,  without 
doubt,  that  the  design  was  discovered  ;  though  no  sus- 
picion of  it  was  then  entertained  by  our  commander, 
who  imagined,  that  the  natives  were  seized  with  some 
sudden  fright,  from  which,  as  usual,  they  would  quickly 
recover.  On  one  occasion.  Captain  Clerke  and  Mr. 
Gore  were  in  particular  danger.  A  parly  of  the  inha- 
bitants, armed  wilh  clubs,  advanced  against  Iheni ;  and 
their  safety  was  principally  owing  to  Caplain  Clerke's 
walking  with  a  pistol  in  his  hand,  which  he  once  fired. 
The  discovery  of  the  conspiracy,  especially  so  far  as 
respected  Captain  Clerke  and  Mr.  Gore,  was  made  by 
a  girl,  whom  one  of  the  officers  had  brought  from  Hua- 
heine.  On  this  account,  those  whawere  (charged  with 
the  execution  of  the  design  were  so  greatly  offended 
with  her,  that  they  threatened  to  lake  away  her  life,  as 
soon  as  our  navigators  should  leave  lite  island :  but 
proper  melhods  were  pursued  for  her  security.  It  was 
a  happy  circumstance  that  the  affair  was  brought  to 
light;  since  such  a  scheme  could  not  have  been  carried 
into  effect,  wilhout  being,  in  ils  consequences,  produc- 
tive of  much  distress  and  calamity  to  the  nalives. 

Whilst  Captain  Cook  was  at  Ulielea,  he  was  visited 
by  his  old  friend  Oree,  who,  in  the  former  voyages,  was 
chief,  or  rather  regent,  of  Huaheine.  Notwithstand- 
ing his  now  being,  in  some  degree,  reduced  to  the  rank 
of  a  private  person,  he  still  preserved  his  consequence ; 
never  appeared  wilhout  a  numerous  body  of  attendants ; 
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and  was  always  provided  wilii  such  presents,  as  indi- 
cated liis  wealth,  and  were  highly  acceptable. 

The  last  of  the  Society  Islands  to  which  our  com- 
mander sailed  was  Bolaboia,  where  he  arrived  on  the 
8tli  of  December.  His  chief  view  in  passing  over  to 
this  island  was  to  procure  from  its  monarch,  Opoony, 
an  anchor  which  Monsieur  de  Bougainville  had  lost  at 
Otaheite,  and  which  had  been  conveyed  to  Bolaboia. 
It  was  not  from  a  want  of  anchors,  that  Captain  Cook 
was  desiroQS  of  making  the  purchase,  but  to  convert 
the  iron  of  which  it  consisted  into  a  fresh  assortment  of 
trading  articles,  these  being  now  very  much  exhausted. 
The  captain  succeeded  in  his  nc^^ociation,  and  amply 
rewarded  Opoony  for  giving  up  the  anchor. 

Whilst  our  commander  was  at  Bolaboia,  he  received 
an  account  of  those  military  expeditions  of  the  people 
of  this  country,  which  he  had  heard  much  of  in  each  of 
his  three  voyages,  and  which  had  ended  in  the  complete 
conquest  of  Ulietea  and  Olaha.  The  Bolaboia  men  in 
consequence  of  these  enterprises,  were  in  the  highest 
reputation  for  their  valour;  and,  indeed,  were  deemed 
so  invincible,  as  to  be  the  objects  of  terror  to  all  the 
neighbouring  islands.  It  was  an  addition  to  their 
fame,  that  their  country  was  of  such  small  extent,  being 
not  more  than  eight  leagues  in  compass,  and  not  half 
so  large  as  Ulietea. 

Captain  Cook  continued  to  tlie  last  his  zeal  for  fur- 
nishing the  natives  of  the  South  S'^a  with  useful  ani- 
mals. At  Bolaboia,  where  there  was  already  a  ram, 
which  had  originally  been  left  by  the  Spaniards  at 
Olaheite,  he  carried  ashore  an  ewe,  that  had  been 
brought  from  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope ;  and  he  rejoiced 
in  the  prospect  of  laying  a  foundation  by  this  present, 
for  a  breed  of  sheep  in  the  island.  He  left  also  at 
Ulietea,  under  the  care  of  Oreo,  an  English  boar  and 
sow,  and  two  goats.  It  may,  therefore,  be  regarded 
as  certain,  that  not  only  Olaheite,  but  all  the  neigh- 
bouring islands,  will,  in  a  few  years,  have  tlieir  race  of 
hogs  considerably  improved ;  and  it  is  probable,  that 
they  will  be  stocked  with  all  the  valuable  animals, 
which  have  been  transported  thither  by  their  European 
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visiters.  When  this  siiall  be  accotnulisluu),  no  part  of 
the  world  will  equal  these  islands,  in  the  variety  and 
abundance  of  the  retVeshnients  which  they  will  be  able 
to  afford  to  navigators;  nor  did  the  captain  know  any 
place  that  excelled  them,  even  in  their  present  state. 

It  is  an  observation  of  ^reat  importance,  that  the 
future  felicity  of  the  inhabitants  of  Otaheite,  and  the 
Society  Islands,  will  not  a  little  depend  on  their  con- 
tinuing; to  be  visited  from  Europe.  Our  commander 
could  not  avoid  expressing  it  as  his  real  opinion,  that  it 
would  have  been  far  better  for  these  poor  people,  never 
to  have  known  our  superiority  in  the  accoiitmodations 
and  arts  which  render  life  comfortable,  thafi  after  once 
knowing  it,  to  be  again  left  and  abandoned  to  their 
original  incapacity  of  improvement.  If  the  intercourso 
between  them  and  us  should  wholly  be  discontinued, 
they  cannot  be  restored  to  that  happy  mediocrity,  in 
which  they  lived  before  they  were  first  discovered. 
It  seemed  to  Captain  Cook,  that  it  was  become,  in 
a  manner,  incumbent  upon  the  Europeans  to  visit 
these  islands  once  in  three  or  four  years,  in  order 
to  supply  the  natives  with  those  conveniences  which 
we  have  introduced  among  them,  and  for  which  we 
have  given  them  a  predilection.  Perhaps  they  may 
heavily  feel  the  want  of  such  occasional  supplies,  when 
it  may  be  too  late  to  go  back  to  their  old  and  less  per- 
fect contrivances;  contrivances  which  they  now  de- 
spise, and  which  they  have  discontinued  since  the 
introduction  of  ours.  It  is,  indeed,  to  be  apprehended, 
that  by  the  time  that  the  iron  tools  of  which  they  had 
become  possessed,  are  worn  out,  they  will  have  almost 
lost  the  knowledge  of  their  own.  In  this  last  voyage 
of  our  commander,  a  stone  hatchet  was  as  rare  a  thing 
among  the  inhabitants  as  an  iron  one  was  eight  years 
before ;  and  a  chissel  of  bone  or  stone  wns  not  to  be 
seen.  Spike-nails  had  succeeded  in  their  place ;  and  of 
snike-nails  the  natives  were  weak  enough  to  imagine 
that  they  had  gotten  an  inexhaustible  store.  Of  all  our 
commodities,  axes  and  hatchets  remained  the  most  un- 
rivalled ;  and  they  must  ever  be  held  in  the  highest 
estimation  through  the  whole  of  the  islands.    Iron  tools 
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are  so  strikingly  useful,  and  are  uow  become  so  neces- 
sary to  the  comfortable  existence  of  the  inhabitants, 
that,  should  they  cease  to  receive  supplies  of  them, 
their  situation,  in  consequence  of  their  neither  pos- 
sessing the  materials,  nor  being  trained  up  to  the  art  of 
fabricating  them,  would  be  rendered  completely  mi- 
serable. It  is  impossible  to  rellcct  upon  this  represen- 
tation of  things  without  strong  feelings  of  sympathy 
and  concern.  Sincerely  is  it  to  be  wished j.  that 
such  may  be  the  order  of  events,  and  such  the  in- 
tercourse carried  on  with  the  southern  islanders,  that, 
instead  of  finally  sufiering  by  their  acquaintance  with 
us,  they  may  rise  to  a  higher  slate  of  civilization,  and 

Eermanently  enjoy  blessings  far  superior  to  what  they 
ad  heretofore  known. 
Amidst  the  various  subordinate  employments  which 
engaged  the  attention  of  Captain  Cook  and  his  asso- 
ciates, the  great  objects  of  their  duty  were  never  for- 
gotten. No  opportunity  was  lost  of  making  astro- 
nomical and  nautical  observations;  the  consequence  of 
which  was,  that  the  latitude  and  longitude  of  the  places 
where  the  ships  anchored,  the  variations  of  the  com- 
pass, the  dips  of  the  needle^  and  the  stale  of  the  tides, 
were  ascertained  with  an  accuracy  that  forms  a  valua- 
able  addition  to  philosophical  science,  and  wilt  be  of 
eminent  service  to  future  navigators. 

Our  commander  was  now  going  to  take  hi?  final  de- 
parture from  Otaheite  and  the  Society  Islands.  Fre- 
quently as  they  had  been  visited,  it  might  have  been 
imagined,  that  their  religious,  political,  and  domestic 
regulations,  manners,  and  customs,  must,  by  this  time, 
be  thoroughly  understood.  A  great  accession  of  know- 
ledge was  undoubtedly  gained  in  the  present  voyage  ; 
and  yet  it  was  confessed,  both  by  Captain  Cook  and 
Mr.  Anderson,  that  their  accounts  of  things  were  still 
imperfect  in  various  respects  ;  and  that  they  continued 
strangers  to  many  of  the  most  important  institutions 
which  prevail  among  the  natives.  There  was  one  part 
of  the  character  of  several  of  these  people,  on  wliick 
the  well-regulated  mind  of  the  captain  would  not  per* 
mit  bim  to  enlarge.    **  Too  much/'  says  he  "seems  to 
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have  been  already  known,  and  published  in  onr  former 
rcialionsi  about  some  ol'  Ihe  modes  of  Jife,  that  made 
Olaheile  so  aj^jreeable  an  abode  to  many  on  board  our 
ships;  and  if  i  could  now  add  any  finishing  strokes 
to  a  picture,  the  ouliines  of  which  have  been  already 
drawn  with  suificient  accurac3%  I  should  still  have  hesi* 
tilled  to  make  this  journal  tiie  place  for  exhibiting  a 
view  of  licentious  manners,  which  could  only  serve  to 
disgust  those  for  whose  information  1  write." 

From  Mr.  Anderson's  account  of  the  Otaheilans,  it 
appears,  that  their  religious  system  is  extensive,  and, 
in  various  instances,  singular.  They  do  not  seem  to 
pay  respect  to  one  Cod  as  possessing  pre-eminence, 
but  believe  in  a  plurality  of  divinities,  all  of  whom  are 
supposed  to  be  very  powerful.  In  difl'erent  part*  of 
the  island,  and  in  the  neighbouring  islands,  the  inhabi- 
tants choose  those  deities  for  the  objects  of  their  wor- 
ship, who,  they  think,  are  most  likely  to  protect  them, 
and  to  supply  all  their  wants.  If,  however,  they  are 
disappointed  in  their  expectations,  they  deem  it  no  im- 
piety to  change  their  divinity,  by  having  recourse  to 
another,  whom  they  hope  to  find  more  propitious  and 
successful.  In  general,  their  notions  concerning  Deity 
are  extravagantly  absurd.  With  regard  to  the  soul, 
they  believe  it,  according  to  Mr.  Anderson,  to  be  both 
immaterial  and  immortal ;  but  he  acknowledges,  that 
they  are  far  from  entertaining  those  sublime  expecta- 
tions of  future  happiness  which  the  Christian  revelation 
affords,  and  which  even  reason  alone>  duly  exercised, 
might  teach  us  to  expect. 

Although  seventeen  months  had  elapsed  since  Cap- 
tain Cook^s  departure  from  England,  during  which 
time  he  had  not,  upon  the  whole,  been  unprofitably  em- 
ployed, he  was  sensible  that,  with  respect  to  the  prin- 
cipal object  of  his  instructions,  it  was  now  only  the 
commencement  of  his  voyage ;  and  that,  therefore,  his 
attention  was  to  be  called  anew  to  every  circumstance 
which  might  contribute  towards  the  safety  of  his  peo- 
ple, and  the  ultimate  success  of  the  expedition.  Ac- 
cordingly, he  had  examined  into  the  state  of  the  pro- 
visions, whilst  he  was  at  the  Society  Islands^  and,  as 
soon  as  he  had  left  them^  and  had  gotten  beyond  the 
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extent  of  his  i'ornier  discoveries,  lie  ordered  a  survey 
to  be  taken  of  all  the  boatswain's  and  carpenter's  stores 
which  were  in  the  ships,  tliat  he  might  be  fully  informed 
of  their  quantit)'  and  condition ;  and,  by  that  nieanS| 
know  how  to  use  them  to  the  greatest  advantage. 

It  was  on  the  8lh  of  December,  the  very  day  on 
which  he  had  touched  therci  that  our  commander  sailed 
from  Bolabola.  In  the  night  between  the  2^2d  and  T3(\, 
he  crossed  the  line,  in  the  longitude  of  203^  15'  east; 
and  on  the  24lh,  land  was  discovered,  which  was  found 
to  be  one  of  those  low  uninhabited  islands,  that  are  so 
frequent  in  this  ocean.  Here  our  voyagers  were  suc- 
cessful in  catching  a  large  quantity  of  turtle,  which 
supplied  them  with  an  agreeable  refreshment ;  and 
here,  on  the  28th,  an  eclipse  of  the  sun  was  observed  by 
Mr.  Bayly,  Mr.  King,  and  Captain  Cook.  On  account 
of  the  season  of  the  year,  the  captain  called  the  land 
where  he  now  was,  and  which  he  judged  to  be  about 
fifteen  or  twenty  leagues  in  circumference,  Christmas 
Island.  By  his  order,  several  cocoa-nuts  and  yams 
were  planted,  and  some  melon-seeds  sown  in  proper 
places;  and  a  bottle  was  left,  containing  this  inscrip- 
tion : 

Georgius  Tertius,  ReXy  31  Dccembris,  1777. 
Naves  J  Resolution,  Jac,  Cook,  Pr. 
(  Discovery,  Car,  Gierke,  Pr. 

On  the  2d  of  January,  1778,  the  ships  resumed  their 
course  to  the  northward,  and  though  several  evidences 
occurred  of  the  vicinity  of  land,  none  was  discovered 
till  the  18lh,  when  an  island  made  its  appearance, 
bearing  north-east  by  east.  Soon  after,  more  land  was 
seen,  lying  towards  the  north,  and  entirely  detached 
from  the  former.  The  succeeding  day  was  distin- 
guished by  the  discovery  of  a  third  island,  in  the  direc- 
tion of  west-north-west,  and  as  far  distant  as  the  eye 
could  reach.  In  steering  towards  the  second  island,  our 
voyagers  had  some  doubt  whether  the  land  before  them 
was  inhabited ;  but  this  matter  was  speedily  cleared 
up,  by  the  putting  off  of  some  canoes  from  the  shore, 
containing  from  three  to  six  men  each.  Upon  their 
approach,  the  English  were  agreeably  surpri.sed  to  iind, 
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that  they  spoke  the  language  of  Otaheite,  and  of  the 
other  countries  which  had  lately  been  visited.  These 
people  were  at  first  fearful  of  going  on  board ;  but 
when,  on  the  20lh,  some  of  them  took  courage,  and 
ventured  to  do  it,  they  expressed  an  astonishment,  on 
entering  the  ship,  which  Captain  Cook  had  never  ex- 
perienced in  the  natives  of  any  place,  during  the  whole 
course  of  his  several  voyages.  Their  eyes  continually 
Hew  from  object  to  object;  and,  by  the  wildness  of 
their  looks  and  gestures,  they  fully  manifested  their 
entire  ignorance  with  relation  to  every  thing  they  saw, 
and  strongly  marked  to  onr  navigators,  that,  till  this 
time,  they  had  never  been  visited  by  Europeans,  or 
been  acquainted  with  any  of  our  commodities,  except- 
ing iron.  Even  with  respect  to  iron,  it  was  evident 
that  they  had  only  heard  of  it,  or  at  most,  had  known 
it  in  some  small  quantity,  brought  to  them  at  a  distant 
period  ;  for  all  they  understood  concerning  it  was,  that 
it  was  a  substance  much  better  adapted  to  the  purposes 
of  cutting,  or  the  boring  of  holes,  than  any  thing  their 
own  country  produced.  Their  ceremonies  on  entering 
the  ship,  their  gestures  and  motions,  and  their  manner 
of  singing,  were  similar  to  those  which  our  voyagers 
had  been  accustomed  to  see  in  the  places  lately  visited. 
There  was,  likewise,  a  farther  circumstance  in  which 
these  people  perfectly  resembled  the  other  islanders :  and 
that  was,  in  their  endeavouring  to  steal  whatever  came 
within  their  reach ;  or  rather  to  take  it  openly,  as  what 
would  either  not  be  resented,  or  not  hindered.  The 
English  soon  convinced  them  of  their  mistake,  by  keep- 
ing such  a  watchful  eye  over  them,  that  they  afterwards 
were  obliged  to  be  less  active  in  appropriating  to  them- 
selves every  object  that  struck  upon  their  fancy,  and 
excited  the  desire  of  possession. 

One  order  given  by  Captain  Cook  at  this  island  was, 
that  none  of  the  boats'  crews  should  be  permitted  to  go 
on  shore ;  the  reason  of  which  was,  that  he  injght  do 
every  thing  in  his  power  to  prevent  the  importation  of 
a  fatal  disease,  which  unhappily  had  already  been  com- 
municated in  other  places.  With  the  same  view,  he 
directed  that  all  female  visiters  should  be  excluded 
from  the  ships.    Another  necessary  precaution,  taken 
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by  tlie  captain,  was  a  stiicl  injunction,  tTi«it  no  prrnnR, 
known  to  t)c  capable  of  propa^^utinpf  disorder,  slionbl  ho 
sent  npon  duly  out  oi  the  vessels.  Tims  zealous  was 
the  humanity  of  our  commandt^r,  to  prevent  an  irre- 
parable injury  from  beinj;  done  to  the  natives.  Thero 
are  men  who  glory  in  their  shame,  and  who  do  nolonio 
how  much  evil  they  communicate.  Of  this  there  was 
an  instance  at  Tonji^ataboo,  in  the  p^unner  of  the  Dis- 
covery, who  had  been  stationed  on  shore  lo  manasfc  tho 
trade  for  that  ship ;  and  who,  though  he  was  well  ac' 
quainled  with  his  own  situation,  continued  to  have 
connexions  with  dillerenl  women,    flis  companions  ex- 

I)ostulated  with  him  without  eilect,  till  Captain  Gierke, 
learing  of  the  dangerous  irregularity  of  his  (  onduct, 
ordered  hun  on  board.  If  I  knew  the  rascal's  name,  1 
would  hang  it  up,  as  far  as  lies  in  my  power,  to  ever- 
lasting infamy. 

Mr.  Williamson  being  sent  with  the  boats  to  search 
for  water,  and  attempting  to  land,  the  inhabitants  came 
down  in  such  numbers,  and  were  so  violent  in  their 
endeavours  to  seize  upon  the  oars,  muskets,  and,  in 
short  every  thing  they  could  lay  hold  of,  that  be  was 
obliged  to  lire,  by  which  one  man  was  killed.  This 
unhappy  circumstance  was  not  known  to  Captain  Cook 
till  after  he  had  left  the  island;  so  that  all  his  mea- 
sures were  directed  as  if  nothing  uf  the  kind  had 
happened. 

Whtiu  the  ships  were  brought  to  an  anchor,  our  com- 
mander went  on  shore;  and,  at  the  very  instant  of  his 
doing  it,  tho  collected  body  of  the  natives  all  fell  flat 
upon  their  faces,  and  continued  in  that  humble  posture, 
till,  by  expressive  signs,  he  prevailed  npon  them  to 
rise.  Other  ceremonies  followed  ;  and  the  next  day  a 
trade  was  set  on  foot  for  hogs  and  potatoes,  which  the 
people  of  the  island  gave  in  exchange  for  nails  and 
pieces  of  iron,  formed  into  something  like  chissels. 
So  far  was  any  obstruction  from  being  met  with  in 
watering,  that,  on  the  contrary,  the  inhabitants  assisted 
our  men  in  rolling  the  casks  to  and  from  the  pool ;  and 
readily  performed  whatever  was  required. 

AfTaird  thus  going  on  to  the  captain's  satisfaction,  he 
made  an  excursion  into  the  country,  accompanied  by 
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Mr.  Anderson  and  Mr*  Welihcr,  the  former  of  whom 
was  as  well  qiialiHed  to  descriho  with  the  pen,  as  the 
the  latter  was  to  represent  with  his  penclli  whatever 
mig^ht  ocour  worthy  of  observation.  In  this  excursion, 
ti)c  gentlemen,  among  other  objects  that  called  for 
lliuir  attention,  fuund  a  Moral.  On  the  return  of  our 
commander,  he  had  the  pleasure  of  tiiiding  that  a  brisk 
trade  for  pijjs,  fowls,  and  roots  was  carrying  on  with 
the  p^realcst  ;^uud  order,  and  wilitout  any  attempt  to 
cheat,  or  steal,  on  the  part  of  the  natives,  'i^he  rapa- 
cious disposition  they  at  first  displayed,  was  enlirelj' 
corrected  by  their  conviction  that  it  could  not  be  exer- 
cised with  impunity.  Among  the  articles  which  they 
brou;;ht  to  barter,  the  most  remarkable  was  a  particular 
sort  of  cloak  and  cap,  that  might  be  reckoniia  elegant, 
even  in  countries  where  dress  is  eminently  the  object 
of  allenlion.  The  cloak  was  richly  adorned  with  red 
and  yellow  feathers,  which  in  themselves  were  highly 
beautiful,  and  the  newness  and  freshness  of  which 
added  not  a  little  to  their  beauty. 

On  the  i^2d,  a  circumstance  occurred,  which  gave 
tlie  English  room  to  suspect  that  the  people  of  the 
island  are  eaters  of  human  flesh.  Not,  however,  to 
rest  the  belief  of  the  existence  of  so  horrid  a  practice 
on  the  foundation  of  suspicion  only.  Captain  Cook 
was  anxious  to  inquire  into  the  truth  of  the  fact,  the 
result  of  which  was  its  being  fully  cunlirmed.  An  old 
man,  in  particular,  who  was  atiked  upon  the  subject, 
answered  in  the  fiilirmative,  and  seemed  to  laugh  at  the 
simplicity  of  such  a  question.  His  answer  was  equally 
aOirmative  on  a  repetition  of  the  inc^uiry ;  and  he 
added,  that  the  llesh  of  men  was  excellent  foo<l,  or,  as 
he  expressed  it,  "  savoury  eating."  It  is  understood 
that  enemies  slain  in  battle  are  the  sole  objects  of  this 
aboniiuable  custom. 

The  island,  at  which  our  voyagers  had  now  touched, 
was  called  Atooi  by  the  natives.  Near  it  was  another 
island,  named  Oneeheow,  where  our  commander  came 
to  an  anchor  on  the  29lh  of  the  month.  The  inhabi- 
tants were  found  to  resemble  tiiose  of  Atooi  in  their 
dispositions,  manners,  and  customs;  and  proofs,  too 
convincing,  ajipeared,  that  the  horrid  banquet  of  human 
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flesh  is  here  as  much  relished,  amidst  plenty,  as  il  is  in 
New  Zealand.  From  a  desire  of  benefiting  these  peo- 
ple, bj  furnishing  them  with  additional  articles  of 
}bcd,  the  captain  left  them  a  ram-g^oat  and  two  ewes,  a 
boar  and  sow  pig  of  the  English  breed,  and  the  seeds 
of  melons,  pumpkins,  and  onions.  These  benevolent 
presents  would  have  been  made  to  Atooi,  the  larger 
island,  had  not  out  navigators  been  unexpectedly 
driven  from  it  by  stress  of  weather.  Though  the  soil 
of  Oneeheow  seemed  in  general  poor,  it  was  observa- 
ble, that  the  ground  was  covered  with  shrubs  and 
plants,  some  of  which  perfumed  the  air  with  a  more  de- 
licious fragrancy,  than  what  Captain  Cook  had  met 
with  at  any  other  of  the  countries  that  had  been  visited 
by  him  in  this  part  of  the  world. 

U  is  a  curious  circumstance,  with  regard  to  the 
islands  in  the  Pacific  Ocean  which  the  late  European 
voyages  have  added  to  the  geography  of  the  globe, 
that  they  have  generall3'  been  found  to  lie  in  groups, 
or  clusters.  The  single  intermediate  islands,  wliih 
have  as  yet  been  discovered,  a.e  few  in  proportion  to 
the  others ;  though  there  are  probably  many  more  of 
them  that  arc  still  unknown,  and  may  serve  as  steps, 
by  which  the  srveral  clusters  are  in  some  degree,  con- 
nected together.  Of  the  Archipelago  now  first  visited, 
there  were  five  only  with  which  our  commander  be- 
came at  this  time  acquainted.  The  names  of  these,  as 
given  by  the  natives,  were  Woahoo,  Atooi,  Oneeheow, 
Oreehoua,  and  Tahoora.  To  the  whole  group  Cap- 
tain Cook  gave  the  appellation  of  Sandwich  Islands, 
in  honour  of  his  great  friend  and  patron,  the  Earl  of 
Sandwich. 

Concerning  tf«e  island  of  Atooi,  which  is  the  largest 
of  the  five,  and  which  was  the  principal  scene  of  the 
captain's  operations,  he  collected,  in  conjunction  with 
Mr,  Anderson,  a  considerable  degree  of  information. 
The  land,  as  to  its  general  appearance,  does  not  in  the 
least  resemble  any  of  the  islands  that  our  voyagers  had 
hitherto  visited  wiihin  the  tropic,  on  the  south  side  of 
the  equator;  excepting  so  far  as  regards. its  hills  near 
the  centre,  which  slope  gently  towards  the  sea.  Hogs, 
dogs,  and  fowls,  were  the  only  tame  or  domestic  aui- 
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mals  that  were  here  found  ;  and  these  were  of  the  same 
kind  with  those  which  exist  in  the  countries  of  the 
South  Pacific  Ocean.  Among  the  inhabitants  (who 
are  of  a  middle  stature,  and  firmly  made),  there  is  a 
more  remarkable  equality  in  the  size,  colour,  and  figure 
of  both  sexes,  than  our  commander  had  observed  in 
most  other  places.  They  appeared  to  be  blessed  with  a 
frank  and  cheerful  disposition;  and,  in  Captain  Cook's 
opinion,  they  are  equally  free  from  **ie  fickle  levity 
which  distinguishes  the  natives  of  Otaheite,  and  the 
sedate  cast  discernible  amongst  many  of  those  at  Ton- 
gataboo.  It  is  a  very  pleasing  circumstance  in  their 
character,  that  they  pay  a  particular  attention  to  their 
women,  and  readily  lend  assistance  to  their  wives  in 
the  tender  offices  of  maternal  duty.  On  all  occasions, 
they  seemed  to  be  deeply  impressed  with  a  conscious- 
ness of  their  own  inferiority;  being  alike  strangers  to 
the  preposterous  pride  of  the  more  polished  Japanese, 
and  of  the  ruder  Greenlander.  Contrary  to  the  general 
practice  of  the  countries  that  had  hitherto  been  disco- 
vered in  the  Pacific  Ocean,  the  people  of  the  Sandwich 
Islands  have  not  their  ears  perforated ;  nor  have  they 
thu  least  idea  of  wearing  ornaments  in  them,  though, 
in  other  respects,  they  are  sufficiently  fond  of  adorning 
their  persons.  In  everything  manufactured  by  .them, 
there  is  an  uncommon  degree  of  neatness  and  inge- 
nuity; and  the  elegant  form  and  polish  of  some  of  their 
ffsliing-hooks  could  not  be  exceeded  by  any  European 
artist,  even  if  he  should  add  ail  his  knowledge  in  de- 
sign to  the  number  and  convenience  of  his  tools. 
From  what  was  seen  of  their  agriculture,  sufficient 
proof?  were  afforded,  that  they  are  not  novices  in  that 
art ;  and  that  the  quantity  and  goodness  of  their  vege- 
table productions  may  as  much  be  attributed  to  skilful 
culture,  as  to  natural  fertility  of  soil.  Amidst  all  the 
resemblances  between  the  natives  of  Atooi,  and  those 
of  Otaheite,  the  coincidence  of  their  languages  was 
the  most  striking ;  being  almost  word  for  word  the 
same.  Had  the  Sandwich  Islands  been  discovered  by 
tlie  Spaniards,  at  an  earlv  iieriod,  they  would  undoubt- 
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their  ships,  which  sail  Hnnually  from  Acapnlca  fur 
Manilla.  Happy,  loo,  would  it  have  been  for  Lord 
Anson,  if  he  had  known,  tiial  Ihere  existed  a  group  of 
islands,  half  way  between  America  and  Tinian,  where 
all  his  wanls  could  eflectually  have  been  supplied,  and 
the  different  hardships  to  which  he  was  exposed  have 
been  avoided. 

On  the  second  of  February,  our  navigators  pursued 
their  course  to  the  northward,  in  doing  which  the  inci- 
dents they  met  with  were  almost  entirely  of  a  nautical 
kind.  The  long-looked  for  coast  of  New  Albion  was 
seen  on  the  7th  of  March,  the  ships  being  then  in  the 
latitude  of  44°  33'  north,  and  in  the  longitude  of  235° 
2(y  east.  As  the  vessels  ranged  along  the  west  side  of 
America,  Captain  Cook  gave  names  to  several  capes 
and  head-lands  which  appeared  in  sight.  At  length,  on 
the  29th,  the  captain  came  to  an  anchor  at  an  inlet, 
where  the  appearance  of  the  country  differed  much 
from  what  had  been  seen  before;  being  full  of  moun- 
tains, the  summits  of  which  were  covered  with  snow  ; 
while  the  valleys  between  them,  and  the  grounds  on  the 
sea-coast,  high  as  well  as  low,  were  covered,  to  a  con- 
riiderable  breadth,  with  high,  straight  trees,  which 
formed  a  beautiful  prospect,  as  of  one  vast  forest.  It 
was  iuimedialely  found,  that  the  coast  was  inhabited  ; 
and  there  soon  came  off  tothe  Resolution  three  canoes, 
containing  eighteen  of  the  natives;  who  could  not, 
however,  be  prevailed  upon  to  venture  themselves  on 
board.  Notwithstanding  this,  they  displayed  a  peace- 
able disposition  ;  showed  great  readiness  to  part  witli 
atiy  thi.Mg  they  had,  in  exchange  for  what  was  offered 
them ;  and  expressed  a  stronger  desire  for  iron,  than 
for  any  other  of  our  commercial  articles,  appearing  to 
be  perfectly  acquainted  with  the  use  of  that  metal. 
From  these  favourable  circumstances,  our  voyagers  had 
reason  to  hope,  that  they  should  find  this  a  comfortable 
station  to  supply  all  their  wants,  and  to  make  them 
forget  tiie  hardships  and  delays  which  they  had  expe- 
rienced during  a  constant  succession  of  adverse  winds, 
and  boisterous  weather,  almost  ever  since  their  arrival 
upon  the  coast  of  America. 

The  ships  having  happily  found  an  excrllcnt  in1<  t, 
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the  coasts  of  which  appeared  to  be  inhabited  by  a  race 
of  people  who  were  disposed  to  maintain  a  friendly 
intercourse  with  strangers,  Captain  Cook's  first  object 
was  to  search  for  a  commodious  harbour ;  and  he  had 
lillio  trouble  in  discovering  wiiat  he  wanted.  A  trade 
havinj;  immediately  commenced,  the  articles  which  the 
inhabitants  oll'ered  to  sale  were  the  skins  of  various 
animals,  such  as  bears,  wolves,  foxes,  deer,  rackoons, 
pole-cats,  martins;  and,  in  particular,  of  the  sea-otlers. 
To  these  were  added,  besides  the  skins  in  their  native 
shape,  garments  made  of  them;  another  sort  of  cloth- 
ing', formed  from  the  bark  of  a  tree;  and  various  dif- 
ferent pieces  of  workmanship.  But  of  all  the  articles 
brought  to  market,  the  most  extraordinary  were  human 
skulls,  and  hands  not  vet  (piite  stripped  of  their  flesh; 
some  of  which  had  evident  nmrks  of  their  Iiavina;  been 
upon  the  fire.  The  things,  which  the  natives  took  in 
exchange  for  their  commodilies,  were  knives,  chissels, 
pieces  of  iron  and  tin,  nails,  looking-glasses,  buttons, 
or  any  kind  of  niclal.  Glass  beads  did  not  strike  their 
imaginations;  and  cloth  of  every  sort  they  rejected. 
Though  commerce,  in  general,  was  carried  on  with 
muluul  honesty,  there  were  some  among  these  people 
who  were  as  much  inclined  to  thieverv  as  the  islanders 
in  the  Southern  Ocean.  Tliey  were,  at  the  same  time, 
far  more  dangerous  thieves;  for,  ])ossessing  sharp  iron 
instruments,  they  could  cut  a  hook  from  a  tackle,  or 
an}'  other  piece  of  iron  from  a  rope,  the  moment  that 
l!ie  backs  of  the  English  we''^3  turned.  Tlie  dexterity 
with  which  they  condncted  their  operaliotiS  of  this 
nature,  frefpienllv  eluded  the  most  cautious  vigilance. 
Some  slighter  instances  of  deception,  in  the  way  of 
trallic,  Captain  Cook  thought  it  belter  to  bear  with, 
liian  to  make  them  the  foundation  of  a  quarrel;  and  to 
this  he  was  the  rallier  determined,  as  the  l^lnglish  arti- 
cles were  now  reduced  to  objects  of  a  trilling  nature. 
Jn  the  progress  of  the  commerce,  the  natives  would 
deal  for  nothing  but  metal;  and,  at  length,  brass  was 
so  eagerly  sought  for,  in  preference  to  iron,  that,  before 
our  navigators  quilted  the  place,  scarcely  a  bit  of  it 
was  left  in  the  ships,  excepting  what  belonged  to  the 
nocessary  instruments.     VVhole  suits  of  clothes  were 
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slrippcd  of  every  button  ;  bureaus  were  deprived  of 
their  furniture ;  copper  kettles^  tin  canisters,  candle- 
sticks, and  whatever  of  the  like  kind  could  be  found, 
all  went  to  wreck ;  so  that  these  Americans  became 
possessors  of  a  greater  medlej  and  variety  of  things 
iVom  our  |)eople,  than  any  other  nation  that  bad  been 
visited  in  the  course  of  the  voyaare. 

Of  all  the  uncivilized  tribes  which  our  commander 
had  met  with  in  his  several  navigations,  he  never  found 
any  who  had  such  strict  notions  of  their  bavins^  a  right 
to  the  exclusive  property  of  every  thing  which  their 
country  produces,  as  the  inhabiianls  of  the  sound 
where  he  was  now  stationed.  At  first,  they  wanted  to 
be  paid  for  the  wood  and  water  that  were  carried  on 
board;  and  had  llie  captain  been  upon  the  spot,  when 
these  demands  were  made,  he  would  certainly  have 
complied  with  them  :  but  the  workmen,  in  his  absence, 
maintained  a  different  opinion,  and  refused  to  submit 
to  any  such  claims.  When  some  grass,  which  appeared 
to  be  of  no  use  to  the  natives,  was  wanted  to  be  cut,  as 
food  for  the  few  goats  and  sheep  which  still  remained  on 
board,  they  insisted  that  it  should  be  purchased,  and 
were  very  unreasonable  in  their  terms;  notwithstand- 
ing which  Captain  Cook  consented  to  gratify  them,  as 
far  as  he  was  able.  It  was  alwa}s  a  sacred  rule  with 
him,  never  to  lake  any  of  the  property  of  the  people 
whom  he  visited,  without  making  them  an  ample  com- 
pensation. 

The  grand  operation  of  our  navigators,  in  their  pre- 
sent station,  was  to  put  the  ships  into  a  complete  repair 
for  the  prosecution  of  the  expedition.  While  this  bu- 
siness was  carrying  on,  our  commander  took  the  oppor- 
tunity of  examining  every  part  of  the  sound  ;  in  the 
course  of  which  he  gained  a  farther  knowledge  of  the 
inhabitants,  who,  in  general,  received  him  with  great 
civility.  In  one  instance  he  met  with  a  surly  chief, 
who  could  not  be  softened  with  prcvsents,  though  he 
condescended  to  accept  of  them.  The  females  of  the 
place  over  which  he  presided  showed  a  more  agreeable 
disposition;  for  some  of  the  young  women  expedi- 
tiously dressed  themselves  in  their  best  apparel,  and, 
assembling  in  a  body,  welcomed  the  English  to  their 
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village,  by  joining  in  a  song,  which  was  far  from  being 
harsh  or  disagreeable.  On  another  occasion,  the  cap- 
tain was  entertained  with  singing.  Being  visited  by  a 
number  of  strangers,  on  the  ^2d  of  April,  as  they  ad- 
vanced towards  the  ships,  they  all  stood  up  in  their 
canoes,  and  began  to  sing.  Some  of  their  songs,  in 
which  the  whole  body  joined,  were  in  a  slow,  and 
others  in  a  quicker  time;  and  their  notes  were  accom- 
])anied  with  the  most  regular  motions  of  their  hands ; 
or  with  beating  in  concert,  with  their  paddles,  on  the 
sides  of  their  canoes;  to  which  were  added  other  very 
expressive  gestures.  At  the  end  of  each  song,  they 
continued  silent  for  a  few  moments,  and  then  began 
a^ain,  sometimes  pronouncing  the  word  Ilooee!  forci- 
bly as  a  chorus. 

Among  the  natives  of  the  country,  there  was  one 
chief  who  attached  himself  to  our  commander  in  a 
particular  manner.  Captain  Cook  having,  at  parting, 
bestowed  upon  him  a  small  present,  received,  in  return, 
a  beaver  skin,  of  much  greater  value.  This  called  upon 
the  captain  to  make  some  addition  to  his  present,  with 
which  the  chief  was  so  much  pleased,  that  he  insisted 
on  our  commander's  acceptance  of  tlie  beaver-skin 
cloak  which  he  then  wore;  and  of  which  he  was  par< 
ticularly  fond.  Admiring  this  instance  of  generosity, 
and  desirous  that  he  should  not  sufier  by  his  friendship, 
the  captain  gave  him  a  new  broad  sword,  with  a  brass 
hilt;  the  possession  of  which  rendered  him  completely 
happy. 

On  Captain  Cook's  first  arrival  in  this  iulet,  he  had 
honoured  it  with  the  name  of  King  George's  Sound  ; 
but  he  afterwards  found  that  it  is  called  Nootka  by  the 
natives.  During  his  slay  in  the  place,  lie  displayed  his 
usual  sagacity  and  diligence,  in  conjunction  with  Mr. 
Anderson,  in  collecting  every  thing  that  could  be 
learned  concerning  the  neighbouring  country  and  its 
inhabitants ;  and  the  account  is  interesting,  as  it  ex- 
hibits a  picture  of  productions,  people,  and  manners 
very  difierenl  from  what  had  occurred  in  the  Southern 
Ocean.  1  can  only,  as  on  former  occasions,  slightly 
advert  to  a  few  of  the  more  leading  circumstances. 
The  climate,  so  far  as  our  navigators  had  experience 
of  it,  was  found  to  be  in  an  eminent  degree  milder 


'  4 


M 


i     \' 


116  CAPTAIN  COOIv'S 

than  that  on  the  east  coast  ot*  America,  in  liio  same 
parallel  of  latitude  :  and  it  was  remarkable,  lliat  tlio 
lliermomeler,  even  in  llie  nio-ht,  never  fell  lower  than 
42°;  while  in  the  day  it  frequently  rose  to  60°.  With 
rejjard  to  trees,  those  of  which  the  woods  are  chiefly 
composed,  are  the  Canadian  pine,  the  while  cypress, 
and  the  wild  pine,  with  two  or  three  different  sorts  of 
pine  that  are  less  common.  In  Ihe  other  TCgclable 
productions  there  appeared  hut  little  variety  :  but  it  is 
to  be  considered,  thai,  at  so  early  n.  season,  several 
inis;ht  not  yet  have  sprnnfi:  up  ;  and  that  many  more 
mig^ht  be  concealed  from  our  voyaijers,  in  consequence 
of  the  narrow  sphere  of  their  researches.  Of  the  land 
animals,  the  most  common  were  bears,  deers,  foxes, 
and  wolves.  The  sea  animals,  which  were  seen  oft'  the 
coast,  were  whales,  porpoises,  and  seals.  Birds,  in 
jn^eneral,  are  not  only  rare  as  to  the  different  species, 
but  very  scarce  as  to  numbers  ;  and  the  few  which  are 
to  be  met  with  are  so  shy,  that,  in  all  probability,  they 
are  continually  harassed  by  the  natives;  either  to  eat 
them  as  food,  or  to  p^ct  possession  of  their  feathers, 
which  are  used  as  ornameiils.  Fish  are  more  plentiful 
in  quantity  than  birds,  but  were  not  found  in  any  great 
variety  ;  and  yet,  from  several  circumstances,  there 
was  reason  to  believe,  that  llie  varielv  is  considerablv 
increased  at  certain  seasons.  Tlie  only  animals  that 
were  observed  of  the  reptile  kind  were  snakes  and 
water-lizards;  but  the  insect  tribe  seemed  to  be  more 
numerous. 

With  respect  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  country,  their 
persons  are  generally  under  the  common  stature  ;  but 
not  slender  in  proportion,  being  usually  pretty  lull  or 

{)lump,  though  without  being  muscular.  From  their 
)ringing  to  sale  liuman  skulls  and  bones,  it  may 
justly  be  inferred,  that  thev  treat  their  enemies  with  a 
degree  of  brutal  cruelty ;  notwithstanding  which,  it 
does  not  follow,  that  they  are  to  be  reproached  with 
any  charge  of  peculiar  inhumanity:  for  the  circum- 
stance now  mentioned  only  marks  a  general  agreement 
of  character  with  that  of  almost  every  tribe  of  unci- 
vilized men,  in  every  age,  and  in  every  part  of  the 
globe.  Our  navigators  had  no  reason  to  complain  of 
the  disposition  of  the  natives,  who  appeared  to  be  a  du- 
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'■]       cile, courteous,  jjood-uaturcd  people ;  rather  phlegmatic 
I  f,        ia  the  usual  cast  of  their  teiupers,  but  quick  in  resent- 
I        ii)||;  what  thoy  ap|)rehend  to  be  an  injury,  and  easily 
jiermiltin^  their  angler  to  subside.     Their  other  pas- 
sions, and  especially  their  curiosity,  seemed  to  lie  in 
some  measure  dormant ;  cue  cause  of  which  may  be 
found  in  the  indolence,  that,  for  the  most  part,  is  pre- 
valent amouo^st  them.     I'he  chief  employments  of  the 
men  are  tiiose  of  iisliin<^,  and  of  killins^  land  or  sea- 
animals,  for  liie  sustenance  of  their  families;  while  the 
women  are  occupied  in  manufacturinj^  their  ilaxeii  or 
woollen  garments,  or  in  other  domestic  oilices.     It 
must  be  mentioned  to  their  honour,  that  they  were 
always  properly  clothed,  and  behaved  with  the  utmost 
decorum  ;   justly  deserving  all   commendation,  for  a 
bashfuliiess  and  modesty  becoming  their  sex:  and  this 
was  the  more  meritorious  in  them,  as  the  male  inhabi- 
tants discovered  no  sense  of  shame.     In  their  manu- 
factures and  mechanic  arts,  these  people  have  arrived 
lo  a  greater  degree  of  extent  and  ingenuity,  both  with 
regard  lo  the  design  and  the  execution,  than  could 
have  been  expected  from  their  natural  disposition,  and 
the  little  progress  to  which  they  have  arrived  in  njeneral 
civilization.     Tiieir  dexterity,  in  particular,  w^th  re- 
spect to  works  of  wood>  must  principally  be  ascribed 
to  the  assistance  they  receive  from  iron  tools,  which 
are  in  universal  use  amongst  them,  and  in  the  applica- 
tion of  which  they  are  very  dexterous.     Whence  they 
have  derived  their  knowledge  of  iron,  was  a  matter 
of  speculation  with  Captain  Cook.    The  most  probable 
opinion  is,  that  this  and  other  metals  may  have  been  in- 
troduced by  way  of  Hudson's  Bay  and  Canada,  and  thus 
successively  have  been  conveyed  across  the  continent, 
from  tribe  to  tribe.     Nor  is  it  unreasonable  to  suppose, 
that  these  metals  may  sometimes  be  brought,  in  the 
same  mauuer,  from  the  north-western  parts  of  Mexico^. 

*  Two  silver  spoons,  of  a  construction  similar  to  what  may 
sometimes  be  seen  in  Fiemish  pictures  of  still  Jife,  were  i)ro- 
cured  here  by  Mr.  Gore,  who  bought  theui  from  a  native, 
who  wore  them,  tied  t02;elher  with  a  leathern  thong,  as  an  or- 
nament round  his  neck.  Mr.  Gore  gave  the  spoons  to  Sir  JoBeph 
Banks. 
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The  lan^nage  of  Noolka  is  b^  no  ine.nns  liarsh  or  dis- 
ag^reeable  ;  for  it  abounds,  upon  the  whole,  rather  with 
what  may  be  called  labial  and  dental,  than  with  p;ut- 
tural  sounds.  A  large  vocabulary  of  it  was  collected 
by  Mr.  Anderson. 

Whilst  Captain  Cook  was  at  Nootka  Sound,  great 
attention  was  paid  by  him,  as  usual,  to  astronomical 
and  nautical  subjects.  The  observations  which  he  bad 
an  opportunity  of  making  were,  indeed,  so  numerous, 
as  to  form  a  very  considerable  addition  to  geographical 
and  philosophical  science. 

On  the  26th,  the  repairs  of  the  ships  having  been 
completed,  every  thing  was  ready  for  tlie  captain's  de- 
parture. When,  in  the  afternoon  of  that  day,  the 
vessels  were  upon  the  point  of  sailing,  the  mercury  in 
the  barometer  fell  unusally  low;  and  there  was  every 
other  presage  of  an  approaching  storm,  which  might 
reasonably  be  expected  to  come  from  the  southward. 
This  circumstance  induced  our  commander  in  some  de- 
gree to  hesitate,  and  especially  as  night  was  at  hand, 
whether  he  should  venture  to  sail,  or  wait  till  the  next 
morning.  But  his  anxious  impatience  to  proceed  upon 
the  voyage,  and  the  fear  of  losing  the  present  oppor- 
tunity of  getting  out  of  the  sound,  made  a  greater 
impression  upon  his  mind,  than  any  apprehension  of 
immediate  danger.  He  determined,  therefore,  to  put 
to  sea  at  all  events;  and  accordingly  carried  his  design 
into  execution  that  evening.  He  was  not  deceived  in 
liis  expectations  of  a  storm.  Scarcely  were  the  vessels 
out  of  the  sound  before  the  wind  increased  to  a  strong 
ga\ej  with  squalls  and  rain,  accompanied  by  so  dark  a 
fiky,  that  the  length  of  the  ships  could  not  be  seen. 
Happily  the  wind  took  a  direction  that  blew  our  navi- 
gators from  the  coast ;  and  though,  on  the  27lh,  the 
tempest  rose  to  a  perfect  hurricane,  and  the  Resolution 
sprank  a  leak,  no  material  damage  ensued. 

In  the  prosecution  of  the  voyage  to  the  north,  and 
back  again  to  the  Sandwich  Islands,  the  facts  that  oc- 
curred were  chiefly  of  a  nautical  kind.  Minutely  to 
record  these,  is  not  the  purpose  of  the  present  work, 
and  indeed  would  extend  it  to  an  unreasonable  length. 

From   this  Jong   and  important   navigation,  1  can 
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onl)^  select  some  iew  incidents,  that  inajr  be  accomtno- 
diUed  to  the  taste  and  expectations  of  the  generality  of 
readers. 

One  thing  it  is  not  improper  here  to  observe ;  which 
is,  that  the  captain,  in  his  passage  along  the  coast  of 
America,  kept  at  a  distance  from  that  coast,  whenever  the 
wind  blew  strongly  upon  it,  and  sailed  on  till  he  could 
approach  it  again  with  safety.  Hence  several  great 
gaps  were  left  unexplored,  and  particularly  between 
the  latitudes  of  50°  and  55°.  The  exact  situation,  tor 
instance,  of  the  supposed  Straits  of  Auian  was  not 
ascertained.  Every  one  who  is  acquainted  with  the 
character  of  our  commander  will  be  sensible,  that  if  he 
had  lived  to  return  again  to  the  north  in  1779,  he  would 
have  endeavoured  to  explore  the  parts  which  had  been 
left  unexamined. 

The  first  place  at  which  Captain  Cook  landed,  after 
his  departure  from  Noctka  Sound,  was  at  an  island,  of 
eleven  or  twelve  leagues  in  length,  the  south-west  point 
of  which  lies  in  the  latitude  of  59°  49^  north,  and  the 
longitude  of  216°  58'  east.  Here,  on  the  lllh  of  May, 
at  the  foot  of  a  tree,  on  a  little  eminence  not  far  from 
the  shore,  he  left  a  bottle,  with  a  paper  in  it,  on  which 
were  inscribed  the  names  of  the  ships,  and  the  date  of 
the  discovery.  Together  with  the  bottle,  he  enclosed 
two  silver  two-penny  pieces  of  his  majesty's  coin, 
which  had  been  struck  in  1772.  These,  with  many 
others,  had  been  given  him  by  the  Reverend  Dr.  Kaye, 
the  present  Dean  of  Lincoln;  and  our  commander, 
as  a  mark  of  his  esteem  and  regard  for  that  learned  and 
respectable  gentleman,  named  the  island,  after  him, 
Kaye's  Island. 

At  an  inlet,  where  the  ships  came  to  an  anchor,  on 
the  12th,  and  to  which  Captain  Cook  gave  the  appella- 
tion of  Prince  William's  Sound,  he  had  an  opportunity 
not  only  of  stopping  the  leak  which  the  Resolution  had 
sprung  in  the  late  storm,  and  of  prosecuting  his  nau- 
tical and  geographical  discoveries,  but  of  making  con- 
siderable additions  to  his  knowledge  of  the  inhabitants 
of  the  American  coast.  From  every  observation  which 
was  made  concerning  the  persons  of  the  natives  of  this 
part  of  the  coast,  it  appeared,  that  they  had  a  striking 
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resein}>lance  lo  those  of  tlie  Esquimaux  and  Green- 
laiiders.  'I'lurir  canoes,  ihcii-  weapons,  and  llieir  insiru- 
menls  for  fisiiin^  and  liunling,  are  likewise  exaclly  the 
same,  in  point  of  uiaterials  and  construction,  that  are 
used  in  Greenland.  The  animals  iu  the  neighbourhood 
of  Prince  VV'illiuin^s  Sound  are,  in  j^^oneral,  similar  lo 
those  which  are  found  at  Noolka.  One  of  the  most 
beautiful  skins  here  ollbred  to  sale,  was,  however,  that 
of  a  small  anim^il,  which  seemed  to  be  pccidiar  to  the 
place.  Mr.  Anderson  was  inclined  to  think  that  it  is 
the  animal  which  is  described  bv  Mr.  Pennant,  under 
the  name  of  the  casan  mai  mot.  Amon(>^  the  bitds  seen 
ill  this  counlrv,  were  the  while-head jd  cajole;  the 
shag;  and  Ihc  ufceilo,  ur  great  kiny;-tisfier,  the  colours 
of  which  were  ver>'  IImc  and  bri^lit.  The  Jtumming- 
bird,  also,  came  fiequenily  and  Hew  A!)out  the  ship, 
while  at  anchor;  bul  it  can  scarcely  be  s^ipposed,  that 
it  can  be  able  lo  subsist  here  during  the  severity  of 
winter.  Water-lowl,  upon  tlic  whole,  are  in  consider- 
able plenty  ;  and  there  is  a  species  of  diver,  about  the 
size  of  a  parlriilge,  which  seems  peculiar  to  the  place. 
Torsk  and  halibut  were  almost  the  only  kinds  of  fish 
that  were  obtained  by  our  voyagers.  Vegetables,  of 
any  sort,  were  few  in  number;  arid  the  trees  were 
chiefly  the  Canadian  and  spruce  pine,  some  of  which 
were  of  a  considerable  height  and  thickness.  The 
beads  and  iron,  that  were  found  among  the  people  of 
the  coast,  must  undoubtedly  have  been  derived  from 
some  civilized  nation  ;  and  yet  there  was  ample  reason 
to  believe,  that  our  English  navigators  were  the  first 
Europeans  with  whom  the  natives  had  ever  held  a 
direct  communicalion.  From  what  quarter,  then,  had 
they  gotten  our  man:jfac|,ures?  Most  probably,  through 
the  intervention  of  tlu  more  inland  tribes,  from  Hud- 
sou's  JtJay,  or  the  sctlbinenls  on  the  Canadian  lakes. 
Tliis,  indeed,  must  certainly  ha\e  been  the  case,  if 
iron  was  known,  among>t  the  inhabitants  of  this  part 
of  the  American  coast,  prior  lo  the  discovery  of  it  by 
the  Russians,  and  before  there  was  any  traflic  with 
them  carried  on  from  Kamtschatka.  From  what  was 
seen  of  Prince  William's  Sound,  Captain  Cook  judged 
that  it  occupied,  at  least,  a  degree  aud  a  half  of  lati- 


t 


•> 


md  Green- 
lieii'inslni- 

CXHCll^^  llio 
}n,  that  aru 

tihuurliooU 
,  similar  to 
i'  the  must 
wever,  that 
iliar  to  the 
k  that  it  is 
lant,  under 

bil  ds  seen 
eagle;  tliu 
Llie  colours 

iiuiniiiin^- 
l  the  ship, 
posed,  that 
severity  of 
I  eonsider- 
,  about  tho 

the  place, 
ids  of  fisii 
;elables,  of 
tiees  were 
I  of  which 
ess.  The 
f  people  of 
ived  from 
pie  reason 
e  the  first 
cr  held  a 
,  then,  had 
J,  through 
rom  Hud- 
lian  lakes, 
e  case,  if 
:'  this  part 
y  of  it  by 
ralHc  with 

what  was 
ok  judged 
df  of  lati- 


TlIIRl)  VOYAGE.  121 

tude,  and  two  of  longitude,  exclusively  of  tho  arms  or 
branches,  the  extent  of  which  is  not  known. 

Some  days  alter  leaving  this  sound,  our  navigators 
came  to  an  inlet,  from  which  great  things  weie  ex- 
pected. Hopes  were  strongly  entertained,  that  it  would 
be  found  to  cominunieate  eillu^r  witli  the  sea  to  the 
north,  or  with  iiallitrs  or  Hudson's  Bay  to  the  east; 
and  accordingly  it  became  the  olijeet  of  very  accurate 
and  serious  examination.  The  captain  was  soon  per- 
iiuuded  that  the  expectations  formed  from  it  were 
groundless;  notwithstanding  which,  he  persisted  in 
the  search  of  a  passage,  more,  indeed,  to  satisfy  other 
people,  than  to  coniirm  his  own  opinion.  In  conse- 
quence of  a  com|)lete  investigation  of  the  inlet,  indu- 
bitable marks  occurred  of  its  being  a  river.  This  river, 
without  seeing  the  least  appearance  of  ils  source,  was 
traced  by  our  voyagers,  as  high  as  the  latitude  of 
61°  34',  and  the  longitude  of  210°,  being  seventy 
leagues  from  its  entrance.  During  the  course  of  the 
navigation,  on  the  1st  "f  June,  Lieutenant  King  wui 
ordered  on  shore,  to  display  the  royal  Hag,  and  to  tako 

f>ossession  of  the  country  in  his  majesty's  name.  The 
ieutenant  at  the  same  time,  buried  in  the  ground  a 
bottle,  containing  some  pieces  of  English  coin,  of  tho 
year  1772,  and  a  paper,  on  which  the  names  of  the 
ships  were  inscribed,  and  the  date  of  the  present  dis- 
covery. The  great  river  now  discovered,  promises  to 
vie  with  the  most  considerable  ones  already  known ; 
and,  by  itself  and  its  branches,  lies  open  to  a  very  ex- 
tensive inland  communication.  If,  therelore,  the  know- 
ledge of  it  should  be  of  future  service,  the  time  which 
was  spent  in  exploring  it  ought  the  less  to  be  regretted. 
But  to  Captain  Cook,  who  had  a  much  greater  object 
ill  view,  the  delay  that  was  hence  occasioned  was  a  real 
loss,  because  the  season  was  advancing  apace.  It  was, 
however,  a  satisfaction  to  him  to  reilect,  that  if  he  had 
not  examined  this  very  considerable  inlet,  it  would 
have  been  assumed,  by  speculative  fabricators  of  geo- 
graphy, as  a  fact,  that  tkere  was  a  passage  through  it 
to  the  North  Sea,  or  to  Ballin's,  or  Hudson's  Say. 
Perhaps,  too,  it  would  have  been  marked,  on  future 
maps  of  the  world,  with  greater  precision,  aud  more 
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certain  signs  ot*  reality,  than  the  invisible,  because 
imaginary,  Straits  of  do  Fuca  and  de  Fonto.  In  de- 
scribing the  inlet,  uur  commander  had  left  a  blank 
which  was  not  filled  up  with  any  particular  name; 
and,  therefore,  the  Karl  of  Sandwich  directed,  with  the 
greatest  propriety,  that  it  should  be  called  Cook's  River. 

All  the  natives  who  were  met  with,  during  the  exa- 
mination of  this  river,  appeared,  from  every  mark  of 
resemblance,  to  be  of  the  same  nation  with  the  inhabi- 
tants ef  Prince  William's  Sound ;  but  from  the  people 
of  Nootka,  or  King  George's  Sound,  the^  essentially 
diflered,  both  in  their  persons  and  their  language. 
The  only  things  which  were  seen  among  them,  that 
were  not  of  their  own  manufacture,  were  a  few  glass 
beads,  the  iron  points  of  their  spears,  and  knives  of 
the  same  metal.  Whensoever  these  articles  might  be 
derived,  it  was  evident,  that  they  had  never  had  any 
immediate  intercourse  with  the  Russians ;  since,  if  that 
had  been  the  case,  our  voyagers  would  scarcely  have 
found  them  clothed  in  such  valuable  skins  as  those  of 
the  sea-otter.  A  very  beneficial  fur-trade  might  un- 
doubtedly be  carried  on  with  the  inhabitants  of  this 
vast  coast.  But,  without  a  practicable  northern  pas- 
sage, the  situation  is  too  remote  to  render  it  probable, 
that  Great  Britain  should  hence  ever  derive  any  ma- 
terial advantage;  though  it  is  impossible  to  say  with 
certainty,  how  far  the  spirit  of  commerce,  for  which 
the  English  nation  is  so  eminently  distinguished,  may 
extend.  Thy  most  valuable,  or  rather  the  only  valua- 
ble skins,  which  Captain  Cook  saw  on  the  west  side  of 
America,  were  those  of  the  sea-otter ;  for  as  to  the 
skins  of  all  the  other  animals  of  the  countrv,  and  espe- 
cially of  the  foxes  and  martins,  they  seemed  to  be  of  an 
inferior  quality. 

It  was  on  the  6lh  of  June  that  our  navigators  got 
clear  of  Cook's  River.  Proceeding  in  the  course  of 
their  discoveries,  when  they  were  sailing,  on  the  19lh, 
amidst  the  group  of  islands,  which  were  called,  by 
Beering,  Scliumagin's  Islands,  Captain  Gierke  fired 
three  guns,  and  brought  to,  expressing  by  tire  proper 
signals,  that  be  wished  to  speak  with  Captain  Cook. 
At  this  our  commander  was  not  a  little  alarmed  ;  and, 
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aft  no  apparent  danger  had  been  remarked  in  the  pas- 
sa^j^e  through  the  oliannel  where  the  vessels  now  were, 
it  was  apprehended,  that  some  accident,  such  as  spring- 
ing a  leak,  must  have  happened.     On  Captain  Clerke's 
coming  on  board  the  Resolution,  he  related  that  several 
of  the  natives  had  followed  his  ship;  that  one  of  them 
liad  made  many  signs,  taking olThis  cap, and  bowingafter 
the  manner  of  Europeans;  and  that,  at  length,  he  had 
fastened  to  a  rope,  which  was  handed  down  to  him,  a 
small  thin  wooden  case  or  box.     Having  delivered  his 
parcel  safe,  and  spoken  something,  accompanied  wUh 
more  signs,  the  canoes  dropped  astern,  and  left  the 
Discovery.     On  opening  the  box,  a  piece  of  paper 
was  found,  folded  up  carefully,  upon  which  something 
was  written,  that  was  reasonably  supposed  to  be  in  the 
Russian  language.    To  the  paper  was  prefixed  the  date 
1778,  and  in  the  body  of  the  note  there  was  a  reference 
to  the  year  1776.    Although  no  person  on  board  was 
learned  enough  to  decipher  the  alphabet  of  the  writer, 
his  numerals  sufficiently  marked,  that  others  had  pre- 
ceded our  voyagers  in  visiting  this  dreary  part  of  the 
globe;  and  the  prospect  of  soon  meeting  with  men, 
who  were  united  tc  tliem  in  ties  somewhat  closer  than 
those   of   our  common  nature,   and    who    were  not 
strangers  to  the  arts  and  commerce  of  civilized  life, 
could  not  but  afford  a  sensible  satisfaction  to  people 
who,  for  such  a  length  of  time,  had  been  conversant 
with  the  savages  of  the    Pacific  Ocean,  and  of  the 
North  American  continent.     Captain  Gierke  was,  at 
first,  of  opinion  that  some  Russians  had  been  ship- 
wrecked ;  but  no  such  idea  occurred  to  Captain  Cook. 
He  rather  thought,  that  the  paper  contained  a  note  of 
information,  left  by  some  Russian  traders,  to  be  deli- 
vered to  the  next  of  their  countrymen  who  should 
arrive;  and  that  the  natives,  seeing  the  £nglisli  pass, 
and  supposing  them  to  be  Russians,  had  resolved  to 
bring  off  the  note.     Accordingly,  our  commander  pur- 
sued his  voyage,  without   inquiring*  farther  into  the 
mat  er. 

Oil  the  21st,  amongst  some  hills,  on  the  main  land, 
that  towered  above  the  clouds  to  a  most  amazing 
height,  one  was  discovered  to  have  a  volcano,  which 
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continually  threw  up  vast  columns  of  black  smoke.  It 
doth  not  stand  far  from  the  coast ;  and  it  lies  in  the 
latitude  of  54P  48',  and  the  longitude  of  IQd*^  45'.  This 
'noun^ain  was  rendered  remarkable  by  its  iigure,  whicli 
is  a  complete  cone,  and  tiie  volcano  is  at  the  very  sum- 
mit. Wiiile,  in  the  afternoon  of  the  same  day,  durin*^ 
a  calm  of  three  hours,  the  Enj;  ish  were  iishing^  witii 
great  success  for  halibuts,  a  small  canoe,  conducted  by 
one  man,  came  to  lliem  from  an  island  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood. On  approaching  the  ship,  he  took  oft'  his 
cap,  and  bowed,  ari  the  native  had  done,  who  had  visited 
Ihe  Discovery  a  day  or  two  before.  From  the  acquired 
politeness  of  these  people,  us  well  as  from  the  note 
already  mentioned,  it  was  evident,  that  the  Russians 
must  have  a  couimunicalionahd  traflic  with  them  ;  and 
of  this  a  fresh  proof  occurred  in  the  present  visiter; 
2'or  he  wore  a  pair  of  *:^i'een  cloth  breeches,  and  a  jacket 
of  black  cloth,  or  stutl',  under  the  gut-shirt  or  frock  of 
Lis  own  country. 

In  the  prosecution  of  the  voyage,  on  the  26th,  there 
was  so  thick  a  foo,  that  our  na\igalors  could  not  see  a 
hundred  yards  before  them  ;  notwithstanding  which, 
as  the  weather  was  moderate,  the  captain  did  not  inter- 
mit his  course.  At  length,  however,  being  alarmed  at 
the  sound  of  breakers  on  one  side  of  the  ship,  he  imme- 
diately brought  her  to, and  came  to  an  anchor;  and  the 
Discovery,  by  Lis  order,  did  the  same.  A  few  hours 
after,  the  fog  having';  in  some  degree  cleared  away,  it 
appeared,  that  both  the  vessels  had  escaped  a  very  im- 
minent danger.  Providence,  in  the  dark,  had  con- 
ducted them  between  rocks  which  our  comniander 
would  not  have  ventured  to  pas^*  through  in  a  clear 
day,  and  had  conve3ed  them  to  an  anchoring-place,  a.s 
good  as  he  could  possibly  have  lixed  upon,  had  the 
choice  been  entirely  at  his  option. 

On  the  ^/th,  our  voyagers  reached  an  island,  that  is 
known  by  the  name  of  Oonalashka  ;  the  inhabitants  of 
which  behaved  with  a  degree  of  politeness  unoonimou 
to  savage  tribes.  A  joung  man,  who  had  overset  his 
canoe,  being  obliged  by  this  accident  to  cooie  on  board 
the  ship,  went  down  into  Captain  Cook's  cabin,  upon 
the  hrst  iiivitatioriy  without  expressing  the  least  reluc- 
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laiico  or  uneasiness.  His  own  clothes  belns;  wet,  the 
captain  gave  him  others,  in  which  he  dressed  himself 
with  as  much  ease  as  any  Englishman  cordd  have  done. 
From  the  behaviour  of  this  youth,  and  that  of  some  of 
the  rest  of  the  natives,  it  was  evident,  that  these  peo- 
ple were  no  slranc^ers  to  Europeans,  and  to  several  of 
their  customs.  There  was  something,  however,  in  the 
English  ships,  that  greatly  excited  their  at'ention  ;  for 
such  as  could  not  «ome  off  in  canoes,  assembled  on  ths 
neighbouring  hills  to  look  at  them.  In  one  instance  it 
was  apparent,  that  the  inhabitants  were  so  Car  from 
having  made  any  progress  in  politeness,  that  they  were 
Blill  immersed  in  the  most  savage  manners.  For  as  our 
commander  was  walking  along  the  shore,  on  the  29lh, 
lie  met  with  a  group  of  them,  of  both  sexes,  who  were 
sealed  on  the  grass,  at  a  repast,  consisting  of  raw  fish, 
which  they  seemed  to  eat  with  as  much  relish,  as  per- 
sons in  civilized  life  would  experience  from  a  turbot, 
served  up  in  the  richest  sauce.  Soon  alter  the  vessels 
had  come  to  an  anchor  at  Oonalashka,  a  native  of  the 
island  brought  on  board  such  another  nolo  as  had  been 
given  to  Captain  Clerke.  He  presented  it  to  Captain 
Cook;  but, as  it  was  written  in  the  llussian  language, 
and  could  be  of  no  use  to  the  English,  though  it  might 
Lo  of  consequence  to  others,  the  captain  returned  it  to 
the  brarer,  and  disn»issed  him  with  a  few  presents  ;  for 
whicli  he  expressed  his  thanks  by  making  several  low 
bows  as  he  retired. 

On  the  2d  of  July,  our  voyagers  put  to  sea  from 
Oonalashka;  f»nd,  pursuing  their  course  of  navigation 
and  discovery,  came,  on  the  16th  within  sight  of  a  pro- 
snontory,  near  which  our  commandtr  ordered  Lieutenant 
VViliiuinson  to  land,  that  he  might  see  what  direction 
the  coast  took  b«^;. ond  it,  and  what  the  country  pro- 
duced. Accordingly,  Mr.  Williamson  went  on  shore, 
and  reported,  on  his  rtturn,  Ihat,  having  landed  on  the 
point,  and  climbed  the  highest  hill,  he  found  Ihnt  the 
farthest  part  of  the  coast  in  'ight  bore  nearly  north. 
At  the  same  time,  he  took  possession  of  the  country  in 
his  majesty's  name,  and  left  a  bottle,  in  whic!  was  en- 
closed a  piece  of  paper,  containing  an  inscription  of 
the  names  of  the  ships,  together  witii  the  date  of  the 
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discovery.    To  the  pronionlory  ho  gave  Ihe  name  of 
Ctipe  Newenham.    The  land,  as  far  as  Mr.  Williamson 
could  see,  produces  neither  tree  nor  shrub;  but  the     ' 
lower  grounds  were  not  destitute  of  grass,  and  oi  some 
other  plants,  very  few  of  which  were  in  flower. 

When  our  navigators,  on  the  3d  of  August,  had  ad- 
vanced to  the  latitude  of  62°  34^  a  great  loss  was 
sustained  by  them  in  the  death  of  Mr.  Anderson,  the 
surgeon  of  the  Resolution,  who  had  been  lingering 
under  a  consumption  for  more  than  twelve  months. 
He  was  a  young  man  of  a  cullivatei  undeslanding  and 
agreeable  manners,  and  was  well  skilled  in  his  own 
profession ;  besides  which,  he  had  acquired  a  consi- 
derable degree  of  knowledge  in  other  branches  of 
science.  How  useful  an  assistant  he  wai^  to  Captain 
Cook,  hath  often  appeared  in  the  pre-eni  narrative. 
Had  his  life  been  spared,  the  public  wou!  l  .  .  uubtedly 
have  received  from  him  such  communications,  on  va- 
rioDs  parts  of  the  natural  history  of  the  several  places 
that  had  been  visited,  as  would  justly  have  entitled 
him  to  very  high  commendation^  The  proofs  of  his 
abilities  that  now  remain,  will  hand  down  the  name  of 
Andersen,  in  conjunction  with  that  of  Cook,  to  pos- 
terity. Soon  after  he  had  breathed  his  last,  land  having 
been  seen  at  a  distance,  which  was  supposed  to  be  an 
island,  our  commander  honoured  it  with  the  appellation 
of  Anderson's  Island.  The  next  nay  he  removed  Mr. 
Law,  the  surgeon  of  the  Discovery,  into  the  Rep.;U: 
tion,  and  appointed  Mr.  Samwell,  the  surgeon's  ■'  .'.. 
mate  of  the  Resolution,  to  be  surgeon  of  the  DiscuVL-r; . 

On  the  9th,  Captain  Cook  came  to  an  anchor  unde^' 
a  point  of  land,  to  which  he  gave  the  name  of  Cane 
Prince  of  Wales,  and  which  is  remarkable  by  being  the 
most  western  extremity  of  America  hitherto  explored. 
This  extremity  is  distant  from  t'  eastern  Cape  of  Si- 
beria only  thirteen  leagues :  and  thus  our  commander 
had  the  glory  of  ascertaining  the  vicinity  of  i^  ^  two 
continents,  which  had  only  been  conjectured  f ;.  r^^  the 
reports  of  the  neighbouring  Asiatic  inhabitant^,,  anJ 
the  imperfect  observations  of  the  Russian  navigators. 

Resuming  his  course  on  the  lOlli,  Captitin  Cook  an> 
chored  in  a  bay,  the  land  of  whic^  was  at  first  sup- 
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posed  to  be  part  of  the  island  of  Alaschka,  which  is 
laid  down  in  Mr.  Staehlin's  map.  fint,  from  the  figure 
of  the  coast,  from  the  situation  of  the  opposite  shore 
of  America,  and  from  the  longitude,  the  captain  soon 
began  to  think,  that  it  was  more  probably  the  ooantry 
of  the  Tschutski,  on  the  eastern  extremity  of  Asia, 
which  had  been  explored  by  Beering  in  1728.  In  the 
result  it  appeared,  that  this  was  in  fact  the  case.  Our 
commander  became  fully  satisfied  in  the  farther  pro- 
gress of  his  voyage,  that  Mr.  Slashlin's  map  must  be 
erroneous;  and  lie  h:id  the  honour  of  restoring  tlie 
American  continent  to  that  space  which  the  geographer 
now  mentioned  had  occupied  with  his  imaginary  island 
of  Alaschka. 

From  the  Bay  of  St.  Lawrence,  belonging  to  the 
country  of  the  Tschutski,  our  navigators  steered,  on 
the  Ittb,  to  the  east,  in  order  to  get  nearer  to  the  coast 
of  America.  After  that,  proceeding  to  the  north,  they 
reached,  on  the  17th,  the  latitude  of  70^33'.  On  this 
day,  a  brightness  was  pertieived  in  the  northern  hori- 
zon, like  that  which  is  reflected  from  ice,  and  is  com- 
monly called  the  blink.  This  was  at  first  but  lilllo 
noticed,  from  a  supposition  that  there  was  no  proba- 
bility of  meeting  with  ice  so  soor* :  and  yet  the  sharp- 
ness of  the  air,  and  the  gloominess  of  the  weather,  hag, 
for  two  or  three  days  past,  seemed  to  indicate  a  sudden 
change.  In  about  an  hour's  time,  the  sight  of  a  large 
field  of  ice  left  Captain  Cook  no  longer  in  doubt  with 
regard  to  the  cause  of  the  brightness  of  the  horizon. 
The  ships,  in  the  same  afternoon,  being  then  in  the 
latitude  of  70°  41',  were  close  to  the  edge  of  the  ic«>, 
and  not  able  to  stand  on  any  farther.  On  the  18lh, 
when  the  vessels  were  in  the  latitude  of  70°  44',  the  ice 
on  the  side  of  them  was  as  compact  as  a  wall,  and  was 
judged  to  be  at  least  ten  or  twelve  feet  in  height.  Far- 
ther to  the  norths  it  appeared  to  be  much  higher,  its 
surface  was  extremely  rugged,  and  in  diHerent  places 
there  were  seen  upon  it  pools  of  water.  A  prodigious 
number  of  sea  horses  lay  upon  the  ice;  and  some  of 
tliem,  on  the  nineteenth,  *¥ere  procured  for  food,  there 
being  at  this  time  a  v*ant  of  fresh  provisious.  When 
tiie  animals  were  brought  to  the  vessels,  it  was  no  small 
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fiisappointineiit  to  many  of  the  seamen,  wlio  had  feasfod 
their  ejes  for  several  days  with  the  prospect  of  ealisi^^ 
them,  to  find  that  they  were  not  sea-cows,  as  they  had 
supposed,  but  sea-horses.  This  disappointment  would 
not  have  been  occasioned,  or  the  difJerence  known,  had 
there  not  happened  to  he  one  or  two  sailors  on  board 
who  had  been  in  Greoidand,  and  who  declared  wlial 
these  animals  were,  ami  thai  it  never  was  customary  to 
eat  of  them.  Sucii,  however,  was  the  anxiety  for  a 
chancre  of  diet,  as  to  overcome  this  prejudice.  Our 
voyapjers  lived  upon  llie  sea-horses  as  long  as  they 
lasted  ;  and  there  were  few  who  did  not  not  prefer  them 
to  ll)c  salt  meat. 

rjnuiain  Cook  continued,  to  the  29lh,  to  traverse  the 
iv  ?a  beyond  Beeriu<;\s  Slrait,  in  various  directions, 
atid  ihrou^h  numberless  obstructions  and  diiliculties. 
Every  day  the  ice  incrt?ased,  so  as  lo  preclude  all  hopes 
of  attaining:,  at  least  during  the  present  year,  the  js^rrjid 
object  of  llje  voyage.  Indeed,  the  season  was  now  so 
far  advanced,  and  the  time  in  which  the  frost  was  ex- 
pected to  set  in  was  so  near  at  hand,  that  it  would  have 
been  totally  inconsistent  with  prudence,  to  have  made 
any  farther  attempts,  till  the  next  summer,  at  lindinga 
passage  into  the  Atlantic.  The  attention,  therefore,  ol 
our  commander  was  now  directed  to  other  important 
and  necessary  concerns.  It  was  of  great  consequence 
to  meet  with  a  place  whore  our  navigators  might  ho 
supplied  with  wood  and  water.  But  the  point  whitli 
principally  occupied  the  captain's  thoughts  was,  how 
he  should  spend  the  winter,  so  as  to  make  some  im- 
provements.in  geograp(iy  and  navigation,  and,  at  the 
same  time,  to  be  in  a  condition  lo  return  to  the  north, 
in  farther  search  of  a  passage,  in  the  ensuing  summer. 

Before  Captain  Cook  proceeded  far  to  the  south,  he  t 
employed  a  considerable  time  in  examining  the  sea 
and  coasts  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Beering*s  Strait, 
both  on  tlie  side  of  Asia  and  America,  in  this  exami- 
nation, he  ascertained  the  accuracy  of  Beering,  so 
far  as  he  went;  demonstrated  the  errors  with  which 
Stashlin\s  map  of  the  New  Northern  Archipelago 
abounds ;  and  made  large  additions  lo  the  geogra- 
phical  knowledge  of  this  part  of  the   world.     *'  It 
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reflects,'^  as  Mr.  Coxe  justly  observes,  "  the  highest 
lionoar  even  on  the  British  name,  that  our  great  navi- 
gator extended  his  discoveries  much  farther  in  one  ex- 
pedition, and  at  so  great  a  distance  from  the  point  of 
Ills  departure,  than  the  Russians  accomplished  in  a 
long  series  of  years,  and  in  parts  belonging  or  con- 
tiguous to  their  own  empire." 

On  the  2d  of  October,  our  voyagers  came  within 
sight  of  the  island  of  Oonalashka,  and  anchored  the 
next  day  in  Samganoodha  harbour.  Here  the  first 
concern  was  to  put  the  ships  under  the  necessary  re- 
pair; and,  while  the  carpenters  were  employed  in  this 
business,  one  third  of  the  people  had  permission,  by 
turns,  lo  go  and  collect  the  berries  with  which  the 
island  abounds,  and  which,  though  now  beginning  to 
be  in  a  slate  of  decay,  did  not  a  little  contribute,  in 
conjunction  with  spruce-beer,  efi'ectually  to  eradicate 
every  seed  of  the  scurvy,  that  might  exist  in  either  of 
the  vessels.  Such  a  supply  of  fish  was  likewise  pro- 
cured, as  not  only  served  for  present  consumption,  but 
aHTorded  a  quantity  to  be  carried  out  to  sea ;  so  that 
hence  aconsiderable  saving  was  made  of  the  provisions 
of  the  ships,  which  was  at  this  lime  an  object  of  no 
small  importance. 

Captain  Cook,  on  the  8lh,  received  by  the  hands  of 
an  Oonalashka  man,  named  Derramoushk,  a  very  sin- 
gular present,  which  was  that  of  a  rye  loaf,  or  rather  a 
pie  in  the  form  of  a  loaf,  for  it  enclosed  some  salmon, 
liighly  seasoned  with  pepper.  This  man  had  the  like 
present  for  Captain  Gierke,  and  a  note  for  each  of  the 
two  captains,  written  in  a  character  which  none  on 
board  could  understand.  It  was  natural  to  suppose, 
that  the  presents  came  from  some  Russians  in  the 
neighbourhood ;  and  therefore  a  few  bottles  of  rum, 
uiue,  and  porter,  were  sent  to  these  unknown  friends 
in  return;  it  being  rightly  judged,  that  such  articles 
would  be  more  acceptable  than  any  thing  besides  which 
it  was  in  the  power  of  our  navigators  to  bestow.  Cor- 
poral Lediard  of  the  marines*,  an  intelligent  man, 

*  This  Corporal  Lediard  ia  an  extraordinary  man,  something 
of  whose  history  cannot  fail  of  being  entertaining  to  my 
readers.    In  the  winter  of  1786,  he  set  out  on  the  singular  nn- 
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was,  at  the  same  lime,  directed  to  aooompaiiy  Derra- 
nioushk,  for  the  purpose  of  gaining  farther  informa- 
tion ',  and  with  orders,  if  he  met  with  any  Russians, 

dertaking  of  walking  across  the  continent  of  America;  for  the 
accomplishment  of  which  purpose,  he  determined  to  travel  hy 
the  way  of  Siberia,  and  to  procure  a  passage  from  that  coun- 
try lo  the  opposite  American  coast.  Being  an  American  by 
birth,  and  having  no  means  of  raising  the  money  necessary  for 
his  expenses,  a  subscription  was  raised  for  him  by  Sir  Joseph 
Banks,  and  some  other  gentlemen,  amounting,  in  the  whole, 
to  a  little  more  than  titty  pounds.  With  this  sum  he  pro- 
ceeded to  Hamburgh,  from  which  place  he  went  to  Copen- 
hagen, and  thence  to  Petersburgh,  where  he  arrived  in  the 
beginning  of  March,  17B7.  In  his  journey  from  Copenhagen 
to  Petersbiirgh,  finding  that  the  gulf  of  Bothnia  was  not  frozen 
over,  he  was  obliged  to  walk  round  the  whole  of  it,  by  Tor- 
naeo.  At  Peiersburgh  he  staid  till  the  21st  of  May,  when  he 
obtained  leave  to  accompany  a  convoy  of  military  stores, 
which  at  that  time  was  proceeding  to  Mr.  Billings,  who  had 
been  his  shipmate  in  Captain  Cook's  voyage,  and  who  was 
then  employed  by  the  Empress  of  Russia,  for  the  purpose  of 
making  discoveries  in  Siberia,  and  on  the  north-west  coast  of 
America.  With  this  convoy  Mr.  Lediard  set  ont,  and  in  Au- 
gust reached  the  city  of  Irkutsk  in  Siberia.  After  that,  he  pro- 
ceeded  to  the  town  of  Yakutsk,  where  he  met  with  Captain 
JBiilings.  From  this  place  he  went  back  to  Irkutsk,  to  spend 
a  part  of  the  winter ;  proposing,  in  the  spring,  to  return  to 
Yakutsk,  in  order  to  proceed  in  the  summer  to  Okotsk. 

Hitherto,  Mr.  Lediard  had  gone  on  prosperously,  and  flat- 
tered himself  with  the  hones  of  succeeding  in  his  undei  taking. 
But,  in  January  last  (1788),  in  consequence  of  an  express  from 
the  empress,  he  was  arrested,  and,  in  half  an  hour's  time, 
carried  away,  under  the  guard  of  two  soldiers  and  an  officer, 
in  a  post  sledge,  for  Moscow,  without  his  clothes,  money,  and 

f)aper8.  From  Moscow  he  was  conveyed  to  the  city  of  Moia- 
off  in  White  Russia,  and  thence  to  the  town  of  Tolochin  in 
Poland.  There  he  was  informed,  that  her  majesty's  orders 
were,  that  he  was  never  to  enter  her  dominions  again  without 
her  express  permission.  During  all  this  time,  he  suffered  the 
greatest  hardships,  from  sickness,  fatigue,  and  want  of  rest; 
so  that  he  was  almost  reduced  to  a  skeleton.  From  Tolochin 
he  made  his  way  to  Konigsberg;  having  had,  as  he  says,  a 
ndserable  journey,  in  a  miserable  country,  in  a  miserable  sea- 
son, in  miserable  health,  and  a  miserable  purse  ;  and  disap- 
pointed of  his  darling  enterprise.  Mr.  Lediard  informs  Sir 
Joseph  Banks,  to  whom  he  sent,  from  time  to  time,  a  full 
account  of  his  transactions,  that,  though  he  had  been  retarded 
in  his  pursuits  by  malice,  he  had  not  tiavelled  totally  in  vain ; 
his  observations  in  Asia  being,  perhaps,  as  complete  as  a 
longer  visit  woidd  have  rendered  them.  From  his  last  letter 
it  appears,  that  he  proposed  to  return,  as  speedily  as  possible, 
irom  Konigsbeig  to  England. 
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that  he  should  endeavour  to  make  tliein  understand 
that  our  voyagers  were  Englishmen,  and  the  friends 
and  allies  ot'  their  nation.     On  the  10th,  the  corporal 
returned  with  three  Russian  seamen,  or  furriers,  who, 
with  several  others,  resided  at  Egoochshac,  where  they 
had  a  dwelling-house,  some  storehouses,  and  a  sloop  of 
about  thirty   tons   burden.     One  of   these  men  was 
either  master  or  male  of  this  vessel  ;  another  of  them 
wrote  a  very  good   hand,  and  was  acquainted   with 
figures :    and  all  of  them  were  sensible  and  well-be- 
haved persons,  who  were  ready  to  give  Captain  Cook 
every  possible  degree  of  information.     The  great  dif- 
ilcully,  in  the  reception  and  communication  of  intelli- 
gence, arose  from  the  want  of  an  interpreter.     On  the 
14th,  a  Russian  landed  at  Oonalashka,  whose  name  was 
Erasim  Gregorioff  Sin  IsmylofF,  and  who  was  the  prin- 
cipal person  among  his  countrymen  in   this  and  the 
neighbouring  islands.     Besides  the  intelligence  which 
our  cointnander  derived  from  his  conversations  with 
Isniyloff,  and  which  were  carried  on  by  signs,  assisted 
by  figures  and  other  characters,  he  obtained  from  him 
tlie  sight  of  two  charts,  and  was  permitted  to  copy 
them.     Roth  of  them  were  manuscripts,  and  bore  every 
mark  of  authenticity.     The  first  included  the  Penshin- 
"kian  Sea ;  the  coast  of  Tartary,  down  to  the  latitude 
of  4P ;  the  Curil  islands  ;  and  the  peninsula  of  Kamt- 
schatka.     But  it  was  the  second  chart  that  was  the 
uiost  interesting  to  Captain  Cook  ;  for  it  comprehended 
ail  the  discoveries  made  by  the  Russians  to  the  east- 
ward of  Kamtschalka,  towards  America;    which,  how- 
ever, exclusively  of  the  voyages  of  Beering  and  Tsche- 
rikoff,  amounted  to  little  or  nothing.     Indeed,  all  tho 
people  with  whom  the  cai)tain  conversed  at  Oonalashka, 
agreed  in  assuring  him,  over  and  over  again,  that  they 
knew  of  no  other  islands,  besides  those  which  were 
laid  down  upon  this  chart ;  and  that  no  Russian  had 
ever  seen  any  part  of  the  continent  of  America  to  the 
northward,  excepting  that  which  lies  opposite  to  the 
country  of  the  Tschutskis. 

When,  on  the  21st,  Mr.  Ismyloflf'took  his  final  leave 
of  the  English  navigators,  our  commander  intrusted  to- 
his  care  a  letter   to   the  lords   commissioners  of  Iho 
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admirallj,  in  ^liicli  was  enclosed  a  chart  of  all  the 
northern  coasts  the  captain  had  visited.  It  was  ex- 
pected, that  there  would  be  an  opportunity  of  sending 
this  letter,  in  the  ensuint^  springs,  to- Kanitschatka  or 
Okotsk,  and  that  it  would  reach  Petersburgh  durintr 
the  following  winter.  Mr.  Ismyloft*,  who  faithfully 
and  successfully  discharged  the  trust  our  comman- 
der had  reposed  in  him,  seemed  to  possess  abili- 
ties, that  might  entitle  him  to  a  higher  station  in  life 
than  that  which  he  occupied.  He  had  a  considerable 
knowledge  of  astronomy,  and  was  acquainted  with  the 
most  useful  branches  of  the  mathematics.  Captain 
Cook  made  him  a  present  of  an  Hadley's  octant;  and, 
though  it  was  probably  the  first  he  had  ever  seen,  ho 
understood,  in  a  very  short  time,  the  various  uses  to 
-which  that  instrument  can  be  applied. 

While  the  ships  lay  at  Oonalashka,  our  voyagers  did 
not  neglect  to  make  a  diligent  inquiry  into  the  produc- 
tions of  the  island,  and  the  general  manners  ot  the  in- 
habitants. On  these,  as  being  in  a  great  measure 
similar  to  objects  which  have  already  been  noticed,  it 
is  not  necessary  to  enlarge.  There  is  one  circum- 
stance, however,  so  honourable  to  the  natives,  that  it 
must  not  be  omitted.  They  are,  to  all  appearance,  the 
most  peaceable  and  inoffensive  people  our  commander 
Lad  ever  met  with  ;  and,  with  respect  to  honesty,  they 
might  serve  as  a  pattern  to  countries,  that  are  in  the 
highest  slate  of  civilization.  A  doubt  is  suggested, 
whether  this  disposition  may  not  have  been  the  conse- 
quence of  their  present  subjection  to  the  Russians. 
From  the  affinity  which  was  found  to  subsist  between 
the  dialects  of  the  Greenlanders  and  Esquimaux,  and 
those  of  the  inhabitants  of  Norton's  Sound  and  Oona- 
lashka,  there  is  strong  reason  to  believe,  that  all  these 
nations  are  of  the  same  extraction ;  and,  if  that  be  the 
case,  the  existence  of  a  northern  communication  of 
some  kind,  by  sea,  between  the  west  side  of  America 
and  the  east  side,  through  Baffin's  Bay,  can  scarcely 
be  doubled  ;  which  communication,  nevertheless,  may 
effectually  be  shut  up  against  ships,  by  ice  and  other 
impediments. 

While  the  vessels  lay  in  Samganoodha  harbour,  Cap- 
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in  making  naii- 
AH  things,  on 
the  ^6lh,  having  been  gotten  ready  for  his  departure, 
he  put  to  sea  on  that  day,  and  sailed  for  the  Sandwich 
Islands;  it  being  his  intention  to  spend  a  few  months 
there,  and  then  to  direct  his  course  to  Kamtschatka,  so 
as  to  endeavour  to  reach  that  country  by  the  middle  of 
May,  in  the  ensuing  summer. 

On  the  26lh  of  November,  when  the  ships  had  pro- 
ceeded southward  till  they  came  to  the  latitude  of  ^(P 
5;y,  land  was  discovered,  which  proved  to  be  an  island 
of  the  name  of  Mowee,  that  had  not  hitherto  been 
visited.  It  is  one  of  the  group  of  the  Sandwich 
Islands.  As  it  was  of  the  last  importance  to  procure  a 
supply  of  provisions  at  these  islands,  and  experience 
had  taught  our  commander,  that  he  could  have  had  no 
chance  of  succeeding  in  his  object,  if  it  were  left  to 
every  man's  discretion  to  trafiic  for  what  he  pleased, 
and  in  what  manner  he  pleased  ;  the  captain  published 
an  order,  prohibiting  all  persons  from  trading,  except- 
ing such  as  should  be  appointed  by  himself  and  Cap- 
tain  Clerke.  Even  these  persons  were  enjjined  to 
trade  only  for  provisions  and  refreshments.  While 
our  navigators  lay  off  Mowee,  which  was  for  some 
days,  a  friendly  intercourse  was  maintained  with  the 
inhabitants. 

Another  island  was  discovered  on  the  30th,  which  is 
calhd  by  the  natives  Owhyhee.  As  it  appeared  to  be 
of  greater  extent  and  importance  than  any  of  the 
islands  which  had  yet  been  visit'^d  in  this  part  of  the 
world.  Captain  Cook  spent  neariy  seven  weeks  in  sail- 
ing round,  and  examining  its  coast.  Whilst  he  was 
thus  employed,  the  inhabitants  came  off,  from  time  to 
time,  in  their  canoes,  and  readily  engaged  in  traffic 
with  our  voyagers.  In  the  condiict  of  this  business, 
the  behaviour  of  the  islanders  was  more  entirely  free 
from  suspicion  and  reserve  than  our  commander  had 
ever  yet  experienced.  Not  even  the  people  of  Ota- 
heite  itself,  with  whom  he  had  been  so  intimately  and 
repeatedly  connected,  had  displayed  such  a  full  con- 
fidence in  the  integrity  and  good  treatment  of  the 
English. 
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Among  Ihc  arlicles  procured  from  Ihe  nftlivcs,  was 
a  quanlitj  of  siigar-caiie.  Upon  a  trial,  Captain  Cook 
found  that  a  strong  decoction  of  it  produced  a  very 
palatable  beer;  on  which  account,  he  ordered  some 
more  to  be  brewed,  for  general  use.  When>  however, 
the  barrel  was  broached,  not  one  of  ihe  crew  would 
taste  of  the  liquor.  As  the  captain  had  no  motive  in 
preparing  this  beverage,  but  that  of  sparing  the  rum 
and  other  spirits  for  a  colder  climate,  he  did  not  exert 
either  authority  or  persuasion  to  prevail  upon  the 
men  to  change  their  resolution  ;  for  he  knew,  that 
there  was  no  danger  of  the  scurvy,  so  long  as  a  plenti- 
ful supply  could  be  obtained  of  diflerent  vegetables. 
Nevertneless,  that  he  might  not  be  disappointed  in  his 
views,  he  gave  orders  that  no  grog  should  be  served  in 
the  ships ;  and  he  himself,  together  with  the  officers, 
continued  to  make  use  of  the  sugar-cane  beer,  which 
was  much  improved  by  the  addition  of  a  few  hops, 
that  chanced  to  be  still  on  board.  There  could  be  no 
reasonable  doubt  of  its  being  a  very  wholesome  liquor ; 
and  yet  the  inconsiderate  crew  alleged  that  it  would 
be  injurious  to  their  health.  No  people  are  more 
averse  to  every  kind  of  innovation  than  seamen,  and 
their  prejudices  are  extremely  difficult  to  be  con- 
quered. It  was,  however,  by  acting  contrary  to  these 
prejudices,  and  by  various  deviations  from  established 
practice,  that  Captain  Cook  had  been  enabled  to  pre- 
serve his  men  from  that  dreadful  distemper,  the  scurvy, 
which,  perhaps,  has  destroyed  moi "  of  our  sailors,  in 
their  peaceful  voyages,  than  have  fallen  by  the  enemy 
in  military  expeditions. 

As  the  captain  was  pursuing  his  examination  of  the 
coast  of  Owhyhee,  it  having  fallen  calm  at  one  o'clock 
in  the  morning  of  the  19th  of  December,  the  Resolu- 
tion was  left  to  the  mercy  of  a  north-easterly  swell, 
which  impelled  her  fast  towards  the  land ;  so  that,  long 
before  day-break,  lights  were  seen  from  the  land,  which 
was  not  more  than  a  league  distant.  The  night,  at  tho 
same  time,  was  dark,  with  thunder,  lightning,  and  rain. 
As  soon  as  it  was  light,  a  dreadful  surf,  within  half  a 
league  of  the  vessel,  appeared  breaking  from  the  shore ; 
and  it  was  evident,  that  oui  navigators  had  been  in  the 


it 


lives,  was 

aiii  Couk 

3d  a  ver}' 

red   some 

liowever, 

w  would 

notive  in 

X  the  rum 

iiol  exert 

upon   tlio 

[new,  lliat 

s  a  plenti- 

ejjetables. 

ted  in  his 

served  in 

e  officers, 

?er,  whicli 

few  hops, 

uld  be  no 

Ine  liquor; 

I  it  would 

are  more 

amen,  and 

►    be   con- 

y  to  these 

established 

ed  to  pre- 

he  scurv}', 

sailors,  iti 

the  enemy 

ion  of  the 
ne  o'clock 
e  Resolu- 
riy  swell, 
that,  lon^ 
,nd,  which 
flit,  at  tho 
,  and  rain, 
lin  half  a 
the  shore ; 
een  in  the 


f 


Tin  HI)  VOYAGE.  155 

must  perilous  situation  :  nor  was  the  danger  yet  over  ; 
for,  in  consequeneo  of  the  veering  of  the  wind,  they 
were  but  just  able  to  keep  their  distance  from  tho 
coast.  What  rendered  their  situation  more  alarmin<<f 
was,  that  a  rope  of  the  main-lop  sail  having  given 
way,  this  occasioned  the  sail  to  be  rent  in  two.  In  the 
same  manner,  the  two  top-gallant  sails  gave  way, 
though  they  were  not  half  worn  out.  f  Jowever,  a  fa- 
vourable opportunity  was  seized  of  gelling  olliers  lo 
the  yards ;  and  the  Resolution  again  proceeded  in 
safety. 

On  the  16th  of  January,  1779,  canoes  arrived  in  such 
numbers  from  all  parts,  that  there  were  not  fewer  than 
a  thousand  about  the  two  ships,  most  of  them  crowded 
wilh  people,  and  well  laden  with  hogs,  and  other  pro- 
ductions of  the  island.     It  was  a  satisfactory  proof  of 
their  friendly  intentions,  that  there  was  not  a  single 
person  amongst  them  who  had  wilh  him  a  weapon  of 
any  kind  ;  trade  and  curiosity  alone  appearing  to  be 
the  motives  which   actuated   their  conduct.     Among 
such  multitudes,  however,  as,  at  times,  were  on  board, 
it  will  not  be  deemed  surprising,  that  some  should  be- 
tray a  thievish  disposition.     One  of  them  took  out  of 
the  Resolution  a  boat's  rudder  ;  and  made  off  wilh  it 
so  speedily,  that  it  could  not  be  recovered.     Caplain 
Cook  judged  this  to  be  a  favourable  opportunity  of 
showing  to  these  people  the  use  of  iire-arms;  and  ac- 
cdtdingly  he  ordered  two  or   three   muskets,  and  as 
many  four-pounders,  lo  be  fired  over  the  canoe,  whicli 
carried   oil'  the  rudder.      It  not   being  intended  that 
any  of  the  shot  should   take  effect,  the  surrounding 
multitude  of  the  natives  seemed  to  be  more  surprised 
than  terrified. 

Mr.  Bligh,  having  been  sent  to  examine  a  neigh- 
bouring bay,  reported,  on  his  return,  thai  it  had  good 
anchorage  and  Iresh  water,  and  that  it  was  in  an  acces- 
sible situation.  Into  this  bay,  therefore,  the  captain 
resolved  to  carry  the  ships,  in  order  to  refit,  and  to 
obtain  every  refreshment  which  the  place  could  afford. 
As  night  approached,  Ihe  greater  part  of  the  Indians 
retired  on  shore  ;  but  numbers  of  them  requested  per- 
mission to  sleep  on  board  ;  in  which  request,  curiosity 
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(at  least  with  regard  to  several  of  them)  was  not  llicir 
sole  motive;  for  it  ivas  found,  the  next  morning,  that 
various  things  were  missing;  on  which  account  our 
commander  determined  not  tu  entertain  so  man^  per- 
sons another  night. 

On  the  17th,  the  ships  came  to  an  aiiclior  in  the  hiiy 
which  had  been  examined  by  Mr.  Bligh,  and  which  is 
called  Karakakooa  by  the  inhabitants.     At  this  time, 
the  vessels  continued  to  be  much  crowded  willi  natives, 
and   were   surrounded   with   a   multitude  of  canoes. 
Captain  Cook,  in  thei  whole  course  of  his  voyages,  had 
never  seen  so  numerous  a  body  of  people  assembled  in 
one  place.     For,  besides  those  who  had  come  olF  to 
the  English  in  their  canoes,  all  the  shore  of  the  bay 
was  covered  with  spectators,  and  many  hundreds  were 
swimming  round  the  ships  like  shoals  of  fish.     Our  na- 
vigators could  not  avoid  being  greatly  impressed  with 
the  singularity  of  this  scene;  and  perhaps  there  were 
few  on  board  that  now  lamented  the  want  of  success 
which  had  attended  the  endeavours  of       ling  home- 
ward, the  last  summer,  by  a  northern  |       ^ge.     *•  To 
this  disappointment,"  says  the  captain,  **  we  owed  our 
having  it  in  our  power  to  revisit  the  Sandwich  Islands, 
and  to   enrich   our  voyage  with  a  discovery,  which, 
though  the  last,  seemed,  in  many  respects,  to  be  the 
most  important  that  had  hitherto  been  made  by  Eu- 
ropeans, throughout  the  extent  of  the  Pacific  Ocean." 
Such  is  the  sentence  that  concludes  our  commander's 
journal :  and  the  satisfaction  with  which  this  sentence 
appears  to  have  been  written,  cannot  fail  of  striking 
the  mind  of  every  readci*.     Little  did  Captain  Cook 
then  imagine,  that  a  discovery  which  promised  to  add 
no  small  honour  to  his  name,  and  to  be  productive  of 
very  agreeable  consequences,  should  be  so  fatal  in  the 
result.     Little  did  he  think,  that  the  island  of  Owhyhee 
was  destined  to  be  the  last  scene  of  his  exploits,  and 
the  cause  of  his  destruction. 

The  reception  which  the  captain  met  with  from  the 
natives,  on  his  proceeding  to  anchor  in  Karakakooa 
Bay,  was  flattering  in  the  highest  degree.  They  came 
off  from  the  shore  in  astonishing  numbers,  and  ex- 
pressed their  joy  by  singing  and  shouting,  and    by 
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oxliibiling;  a  variety  of  wild  and  exiravagaiil  gestures. 
Par^ea,  a  yoiin^  man  of  great  auUiority,  and  Kaneena, 
anollier  chief,  had  ah-eady  attaclied  themselves  to  our 
commander,  and  were  very  useful  in  keeping  their  coun- 
trymen from  being  troublesome. 

During  the  long  cruize  of  our  navigators  off  the 
island  of  Owhyhee,  the  inhabitants  had  almost  univer- 
sally behaved  with  great  fairness  and  honesty  in  their 
dealings,  and  had  not  shown  tiie  slightest  propensity 
to  thett :  and  this  was  a  fact  the  more  extraordinary, 
as  those  with  whom  our  people  had  hitherto  main- 
tained any  intercourse,  were  of  the  lowest  rank,  being 
either  servants  or  iishermen.  But,  after  the  arrival  of 
the  Resolutiou  and  Discovery  in  Karakakooa  Bay,  iho 
case  was  greatly  altered.  The  immense  crowd  of 
islanders  that  blocked  up  every  part  of  the  ships,  not 
only  afforded  frequent  opportunities  of  pilfering  with- 
out risk  of  detection;  but  held  out,  even  if  they  should 
be  delected,  a  prospect  of  escaping  with  impunity, 
from  the  superiority  of  their  numbers  to  that  of  tho 
English.  Another  circumstance,  to  which  the  altera- 
tion in  the  conduct  of  the  natives  might  be  ascribed, 
arose  from  the  presence  and  encouragement  of  their 
chiefs,  into  whose  possession  the  booty  might  be  traced, 
and  whom  there  was  reason  to  suspect  of  being  the  in- 
stigators of  the  depredations  that  Were  committed. 

Soon  after  the  Resolution  had  gotten  into  her  sta- 
tion, Pareea  and  Kaneena  brought  on  board  a  third 
chief,  named  Koah,  who  was  represented  as  being  a 
priest,  and  as  having,  in  his  early  youth,  been  a  distin- 
guished warrior.  In  the  evening,  Captain  Cook,  at- 
tended by  Mr.  Bayley  and  Mr.  King,  accompanied 
Koah  on  shore.  Upon  this  occasion,  the  captain  was 
received  with  very  peculiar  and  extraordinary  cere- 
monies; with  ceremonies  that  indicated  the  highest 
respect  on  the  part  of  f  he  natives,  and  which,  indeed, 
seemed  to  fall  little  short  of  adoration. 

One  of  principal  objects  that  engaged  our  com- 
mander*s  attention  at  Owhyhee,  was  the  salting  of  hogs 
for  sea-store;  in  which  his  success  was  far  more  com- 
plete than  had  been  attained  in  any  former  attempt  of 
the  same  kind.    It  doth  not  appear^  that  experiments 
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relative  to  tlis  subject  liad  hcori  made  b^  llie  navi- 
gators of  any  nation  before  Captain  Cook.  liis  firvSt 
trials  were  in  1774,  during  his  second  voyage  roun^I 
the  world ;  when  his  success,  though  very  iniperrecl, 
was  nevertheless,  sufficient  to  encourage  his  farther 
efTurts,  in  a  matter  of  so  much  importance.  As  the 
present  voyage  was  likely  to  be  protracted  a  year  be- 
yond the  t^me  for  which  the  ships  were  victualled,  he 
was  under  a  necessity  of  providing,  by  some  such  me- 
thod, for  the  subsistence  of  the  crews,  or  of  relin- 
quishing the  prosecution  of  his  discoveries.  Accord- 
ingly, he  lost  no  opportunity  of  renewing  his  attempts ; 
and  the  event  answered  his  most  sanguine  expecta- 
tions. Captain  King  brought  home  with  him  some  of 
the  pork,  which  was  pickled  at  Osvhyhee  in  January, 
1779;  and,  upon  its  being  tasted  by  several  persons  in 
England  about  Christmas,  1780,  it  was  found  to  be  per- 
fectly sound  and  wholesome.  It  seemed  to  be  destined, 
that  in  every  instance  Captain  Cook  should  excel  all 
who  bad  gone  before  him,  in  promoting  the  purposes  of 
navigation. 

On  the  26tb,  the  captain  had  his  first  interview  w.th 
Terreeoboo,  the  king  of  the  island.  The  meeting  was 
conducted  with  a  variety  of  oereniunies,  among  which, 
the  custom  of  making  an  exchaii^re  of  names,  which, 
amongst  all  the  islanders  of  the  Pacific  Ocean  is  the 
strongest  pledge  of  friendship,  was  observed.  When 
the  formalities  of  the  interview  were  over,  our  com- 
mander carried  Terreeoboo,  and  as  many  chiefs  as  the 
pinnace  could  hold,  on  board  the  Resolution.  They 
Avere  received,  on  this  occasion,  with  every  mark  of 
respect  that  could  be  shown  them  ;  and,  in  return  for  a 
beautiful  and  splendid  feathered  cloak  which  the  king 
]iad  bestowed  on  Captain  Cook,  the  captain  put  a 
linen  shirt  on  his  majesty,  and  girt  his  own  hanger 
round  him. 

In  the  progress  of  the  intercourse  which  was  main- 
tained between  our  voyagers  and  the  natives,  the  quiet 
and  inoflensive  behaviour  of  the  latter  took  away 
every  apprehension  of  danger;  so  that  the  English 
trusted  themselves  among  them  at  ull  times,  and  in  all 
situations.      The  instances  of    kindness  and  civility 


'I 


I 


THIRD  VOYAGE* 


139 


tlie  navi- 
Uis  first 
a^e  roiin^I 
iiuperiect, 
Jiis  farllier 
e.     As  the 
a  jear  be- 
tuailed,  lie 
e  such  ine- 
of  reliii- 
Accord- 
alteriipts; 
e  expecta- 
im  some  of 
n  January, 
persons  in 
to  be  per- 
e  destined, 
i  excel  all 
purposes  of 

mew  w.ih 
ieeting  was 
ong  wbicli, 
les,  which, 
5ean  is  the 
>d.  When 
,  our  com- 
liefs  as  the 
on.  They 
V  mark  ol 
eturn  for  a 
i  the  kin^r 
ain  put  a 
-vn  hanger 

was  main- 
»  the  quiet 
ook  away 
e  English 
and  In  all 
d  civility 


which  our  people  experienced  from  Ihem  were  bo  nn- 
inerous,  that  they  could  not  easily  be  recounted.  A 
society  of  priests,  in  particular,  displayed  a  generosity 
and  munihcence,  of  whic'i  no  equal  example  had 
hitherto  been  given  :  for  they  furnished  a  constant 
supply  of  hogs  and  vegetables  to  our  navigators,  with- 
out  ever  demanding  a  return,  or  even  hinting  at  it  in 
the  most  distant  manner.  All  this  was  said  to  be  dune 
at  the  expense  of  a  great  man  among  them,  who  was  at 
!he  head  of  their  body,  whose  name  was  Kaoo,  and 
who  on  other  occasions  manifested  his  attachment  to 
the  English.  There  was  not  always  so  much  reason 
to  be  sa'isfied  with  the  conduct  of  the  warrior  chiefs, 
or  earees,  as  with  that  of  the  priests.  Indeed,  the  sa- 
tisfaction that  was  derived  from  the  usual  gentleness 
and  hospitality  of  the  inhabitants,  was  frequently  in- 
terrupted by  the  propensity  of  many  of  them  to  steal- 
ing; and  this  circumstance  was  the  more  distressing, 
as  it  sometimes  obliged  our  commander  and  the  other 
officers  to  have  recourse  to  acts  of  severity,  which 
they  would  willingly  have  avoided,  if  the  necessity  of 
the  case  had  not  absolutely  called  for  them. 

Though  the  kind  and  liberal  behaviour  of  the  natives 
continued  without  remission,  Terreeoboo,  and  his  chiefs, 
began  at  length  to  be  very  inquisitive  about  the  time 
in  which  our  voyagers  were  to  take  their  departure. 
Nor  will  this  be  deemed  surprising,  when  it  is  consi- 
dered, that,  during  sixteen  days  in  which  the  English 
had  been  in  the  bay  of  Karakakooa,  they  had  made  an 
enormous  consumption  of  hogs  and  vegetables.  It 
did  not  appear,  however,  thil  Terreeoboo  had  any 
oilier  view  in  his  inquiries,  than  a  desire  of  making 
sutUcient  preparation  for  dismissing  our  navigators  with 
presents,  suitable  to  the  rerpect  and  kindness  towards 
them  which  he  had  always  displayed.  For,  on  his 
being  informed,  that  they  were  to  leave  the  island  in  a 
day  or  two,  it  was  observed,  that  a  kind  of  proclama- 
tion was  immediately  made  through  the  villages,  re- 
quiring the  people  to  bring  in  their  hogs  and  vege- 
tables, for  the  king  to  present  to  the  orono^,  on  his 

*  Orono  was  a  title  of  high  honour,  which  had  been  be- 
stowed on  Caylain  Cook. 
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quitting  ile  country.  Accordingly,  on  the  3d  of  Fe- 
bruary, bft.'ng  the  day  preceding  the  time  which  had 
been  fixed  for  the  sailing  of  the  ships,  Terreeoboo 
invited  Captain  Cook  and  Mr.  King  to  attend  him  to 
the  place  where  Kaoo  resided.  On  their  arrival,  they 
found  the  ground  covered  with  parcels  of  cloth,  at  a 
small  distance  from  which  lay  an  immense  quantity  of 
vegetables ;  and  near  them  was  a  large  herd  of  hogs. 
At  the  close  of  the  visit,  the  greater  part  of  the  cloth, 
and  the  whole  of  the  hogs  and  vegetables,  were  given 
by  Terreeoboo  to  the  captain  and  Mr.  King;  who  were 
astonished  at  the  value  and  magnificence  of  the  present ; 
for  it  far  exceeded  every  thing  of  the  kind  which  they 
bad  seen  either  at  the  Friendly  or  Society  Islands. 
Mr.  King  had  in  so  high  a  degree  conciliated  the  affec- 
tions, and  gained  the  esteem,  of  the  inhabitants  of 
Owhjhee,  that,  with  offers  of  the  most  flattering  nature, 
be  was  strongly  solicited  to  remain  in  the  country. 
Terreeoboo  and  Kaoo  waited  upon  Captain  Cook, 
whose  son  they  supposed  Mr.  King  to  be,  with  a 
formal  request,  that  lie  might  be  left  behind.  To  avoid 
giving  a  positive  refusal  to  an  offer  which  was  so 
kindly  intended,  the  captain  told  them,  that  he  could 
not  part  with  Mr.  King  at  that  time,  but  that,  on  his 
return  to  the  island  in  the  next  year,  he  would  endea- 
vour to  settle  the  matter  to  their  satisfaction. 

Early  on  the  4th,  the  ships  sailed  out  of  Karakakoua 
Bay,  being  followed  by  a  large  number  of  canoes.  It 
was  our  commander's  design,  before  he  visited  tlio 
other  islands,  to  finish  the  survey  of  Owh3'hee,  in  hopes 
of  meeting  with  a  road  better  sheltered  than  the  bay 
be  had  just  left.  In  case  of  not  succeeding  in  tiiis 
respect,  he  purposed  to  take  a  view  of  ihe  south-east 
I)art  of  Mowee,  where  he  was  informed  ithat  he  should 
find  an  excellent  harbour. 

The  circumstances  which  brought  Captaii^  Cook  back 
to  Karakakooa  Bay,  and  the  unhappy  consequences 
that  followed,  7  shall  give  from  Mr.  SfimwelTs  narra- 
tive of  his  death.  This  narrative  v^as,  in  the  most 
obliging  manner,  communicated  to  tne  in  manuscript, 
by  Mr.  Samwell,  with  entire  liberty  to  make  such  use 
of  it  as  I  should  judge  proper.    Upon  a  perusal  of  it, 
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its  imporlance  struck  me  in  so  strong  a  light,  that  I 
wishea  to  have  it  separately  laid  before  tlio  world. 
Accordingly,  with  Mr.  Samwell's  concurrence,  I  pro- 
cured its  publication,  that,  if  any  objections  should  be 
made  to  it,  I  might  be  able  to  notice  them  in  my  own 
work.  As  the  narrative  hath  continued  for  more  than 
two  years  unimpeached  and  uncontradicted,  I  esteem 
mvseif  fully  authorized  to  insert  it  in  this  place,  as  con- 
taining the  most  complete  and  authentic  account  of  the 
melancholy  catastrophe,  which,  at  Owhyhee,  befel  our 
illustrious  navigator  and  commander* 

**  On  the  6th,  we  were  overtaken  by  a  gale  of  wind  ; 
and  the  next  night,  the  Resolution  had  the  misfortune  of 
springing  the  head  of  her  foremast,  in  such  a  dangerous 
manner,  that  Captain  Cook  was  obliged  to  return  to 
Keragegooah  *,  in  order  to  have  it  repaired ;  for  we 
could  iind  no  other  convenient  harbour  on  the  island. 
The  same  gale  had  occasioned  much  distress  among 
some  canoes,  that  had  paid  us  a  yisit  from  the  shore. 
One  of  them,  with  two  men  and  a  child  on  board,  was 
picked  up  by  the  Resolution,  and  rescued  from  de- 
struction :  the  men,  having  toiled  hard  all  night,  in 
atlemplitig  to  reach  the  land,  were  so  much  exhausted, 
that  Ihey  could  hardly  mount  the  ship's  side.  When 
they  got  upon  the  quarter-deck,  they  burst  into  tears, 
and  seemed  much  alieclr  '  with  the  dangerous  situation 
from  .vhich  they  had  escaptd ;  but  the  little  child  ap- 
peared lively  and  cheerful.  On*"  of  the  Resolution's 
boats  was  also  so  fortunate,  as  to  save  a  man  and 
two  women,  whose  canoe  had  been  upset  i>y  the  vio- 
lence of  the  waves.  The^y  were  brought  on  board,  and, 
villi  the  others,  partook  of  the  kindness  and  humanity 
of  Captain  Cook. 

**  On  the  morning  of  Wednesday,  the  lOlh,  we  were 
williin  a  few  miles  of  the  harbour;  and  v '^re  soon 
joined  by  several  canoes,  in  which  appca*   d  many  of 

*  It  is  proper  to  take  notice,  that  Mr.  Samwell  spells  the 
names  of  several  persons  and  places  ditt'erently  from  what  is 
done  in  the  history  of  the  voyage.    For  instance, 

Karakakooa        he  calls 

Terreeoboo         — 

Kowrowa 


Kaneecab  areca  - 
Mailia  niaiha 


Ke,  rag,  e,  goo,  ah, 
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Kavaroab, 
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otir  old  arqiiaintauce,  who  seemed  to  have  ooine  to 
welcome  as  back.  Among^  them  was  Coo,  aha,  a 
priest :  he  liad  brought  a  small  pig,  and  some  cocoa- 
nuts  in  his  hand,  which,  after  having  chanted  a  few 
sentences,  he  presented  to  Captain  Clerke.  He  then 
left  us,  and  hastened  on  board  the  Resolution,  to  per* 
form  the  same  friendly  ceremony  before  Captain  Cook. 
Having  but  light  winds  all  that  day,  we  could  not  gain 
the  harbour.  In  the  afternoon,  a  chief  of  the  first 
rank,  and  nearly  related  to  Kariopoo,  paid  us  a  visit  on 
board  the  Discovery.  His  name  was  Ka,  mea,  mea  : 
he  was  dressed  an  a  very  rich  feathered  cloak,  which 
he  seemed  to  have  brought  for  snle,  but  would  part 
with  it  for  nothing  except  iron  daggers.  These,  the 
chiefs,  some  time  before  onr  departure,  had  preferred 
to  every  other  article  ;  for,  having  received  a  ptentiful 
supply  of  hatchets  and  other  tools,  they  began  to  col- 
lect a  store  of  warlike  instruments.  Kameamea  pro- 
cured nine  daggers  for  his  cloak;  and,  being  pleased 
with  !i'.s  reception,  he  and  his  attendants  slept  on  board 
that  night. 

*'  In  the  morning  of  the  lllh  of  February,  the  ships 
anchored  again  in  Keragegooah  bay,  and  preparation 
was  immediately  made  for  landing  the  Resolution's 
fore-mast.  We  were  visiled  but  by  few  of  the  In- 
dians, because  there  were  but  few  in  the  bay.  On  our 
departure,  those  belonging  to  other  pan^s  had  repaired 
to  their  several  habitations,  and  were  again  to  collect 
from  varioos  qnari'ers,  before  we  could  expect  to  be 
surrounded  by  such  multitudes  as  we  had  once  seen 
in  that  harbour.  In  the  afternoon,  1  ^valked  about  a 
mile  into  tiie  counlcy,  to  visit  an  Indian  triend,  who 
had,  a  few  davs  before,  come  near  twenty  miles,  in  a 
small  canoe,  to  see  me,  while  the  ship  lay  becalmed. 
As  the  canoe  had  not  left  us  long  before  a  gale  of  uiiid 
came  on,  I  was  alarmed  for  the  consequence:  however, 
I  had  the  pleasure  to  lind,  that  my  triend  had  escaped 
unhurt,  though  not  without  some  dilHculties.  1  take 
notice  of  this  short  excursion,  merely  because  it  af- 
forded me  an  opportunity  ol  observing,  that  there  ap- 
peared no  change  in  the  disposition  or  behaviour  of 
the  inhabitants.  1  saw  nothing  that  could  induce  nio 
to  tliiiik,  that  they  were  displeased  with  our  rcturU;  or 
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jealous  of  the  intention  of  oar  second  visit.  On  the 
contrary,  that  abundant  ^ood  nature,  which  had  always 
characterized  them,  seemed  still  to  glow  in  every 
bosom,  and  to  animate  every  countenance. 

**  The  next  day,  February  the  12lh,  the  ships  were 
pnt  under  a  taboo,  t>y  the  chiefs:  a  solc.nnity,  it  seems, 
that  was  requisite  to  t)e  observed,  before  Kariopoo,  the 
king,  paid  his  first  visit  to  Captain  Cook,  after  his  re- 
turn. He  waited  upon  him  the  same  day,  on  board 
the  Resolution,  attended  by  a  large  tram,  some  of 
which  bore  the  presents  designed  for  Captain  Cook  ; 
v.ho  received  him  in  h^s  usual  friendly  manner,  and 
^ave  him  several  articles  in  return.  This  amicable 
ceremony  being  settled,  the  taboo  was  dissolved  ;  mat- 
ters went  on  in  the  usual  train  ;  and  the  next  day,  Fe- 
bruary the  13th,  we  were  visited  by  the  natives  in  great 
nmnbers:  the  Resolution's  mast  was  landed,  and  the 
astrotioniical  observatories  erected  on  their  former  si- 
tuation. I  landed,  with  another  gentleman,  at  the 
town  of  Kavaroah,  where  we  found  a  great  number  of 
canoes,  just  arrived  from  different  parts  of  the  island, 
and  the  Indians  busy  in  constructing  temporary  huts 
on  the  beach,  for  their  residence  during  the  stay  of  the 
ships.  On  our  return  on  board  the  Discovery,  we 
learned,  that  an  Indian  had  been  detected  in  stealing 
the  armourer's  tongs  from  the  forge,  for  which  he  re- 
ceived a  pretty  severe  flogging,  and  was  sent  out  of  the 
ship.  Notwithstanding  the  example  made  of  this  man, 
in  the  afternoon  another  had  the  audacity  to  snatch  the 
longs  and  a  chissel  from  the  same  place,  with  which 
he  jumped  overboard,  and  swam  for  the  shore.  The 
master  and  a  midshipman  were  instantly  dispatched  alter 
him,  in  the  small  cutter.  The  Indian,  seeing  himself 
pursued,  made  for  a  canoe;  his  countrymen  took  'iiim 
on  board,  and  paddled  as  swift  as  they  could  towards 
the  shore;  we  tired  several  muskets  at  them,  but  to 
no  effect,  for  they  soon  got  out  of  the  reach  of  our 
shot.  Pareah,  one  of  the  chiefs,  who  was  at  that  time 
0.1  board  the  Discovery,  understanding  what  had  hap- 
pened, immediately  went  ashore,  promising  to  bring 
back  the  stolen  goods.  Our  boat  vvas  so  far  distanced, 
in  chasintr  the  canoe  which  had  taken  the  thief  on 
board,  that  he  had  time  to  make  his  escape  into  the 
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country.  Captain  Cook,  who  was  then  asboro,  endca- 
Toured  to  intercept  his  landing ;  but,  it  seems,  that  ho 
was  led  out  of  tue  way  by  some  of  the  natives,  who 
had  officiously  intruded  themselves  as  guides.  As  the 
master  was  approaching  near  the  landing-place,  he  was 
met  by  some  of  the  Indians  in  a  canoe :  they  had 
brought  back  the  tongs  and  chissel,  together  with  ano- 
ther article,  that  we  had  not  missed,  which  happened 
to  be  the  lid  of  the  water-cask.  Having  recovered 
these  things,  he  was  returning  on  board,  when  he  was 
met  by  the  Resolution's  pinnace,  with  five  men  in  her, 
who,  without  any  orders,  had  come  from  the  observa- 
tories to  his  assistance.  Being  thus  unexpectedly  rein- 
forced, he  thought  himself  strong  enough  to  insist  upon 
having  the  thief,  or  the  canoe  which  took  him  in,  cleii- 
vered  up  ^s  reprisals.  With  that  view  he  turned  back ; 
and  having  found  the  canoe  on  the  beach,  he  was  pre- 

{)aring  to  launch  it  into  the  water,  when  Pareah  made 
lis  appearance,  and  insisted  upon  his  not  taking  it 
away,  as  it  was  his  property.  The  officer  not  regani- 
ing  him,  the  chief  seized  upon  him,  pinioned  his  arms 
behind,  and  held  him  by  the  hair  of  his  head ;  on 
which  one  of  the  sailors  struck  him  with  an  oar: 
Pareah  instantly  quitted  the  officer,  snatched  the  onr 
out  of  the  man's  hand,  and  snapped  it  in  two  across  his 
knee.  At  length  the  multitude  began  to  attack  our 
people  with  stones.  They  made  some  resistance,  but 
were  soon  overpowered,  and  obliged  to  swim  for  safely 
to  the  small  cutter,  which  lay  farther  out  than  the  pin- 
nace. The  officers,  not  being  expert  swimmers,  re- 
treated to  a  small  rock  in  the  water,  where  the}'  were 
closely  pursued  by  the  Indians.  One  man  darted 
brokcti  oar  at  the  master;  but  his  foot  s1ippin<r  at  tlie 
time,  he  missed  hira,  which  fortunately  saved  that  olli- 
cer's  life.  At  last,  Pareah  interfered,  and  put  an  end  to 
their  violence.  The  gentlemen,  knowing  that  his  pre- 
sence was  their  only  defence  against  the  fury  of  the  na- 
tives, entreated  him  to  stay  with  them,  till  they  could 
getoif  in  the  boats  j  but  that  he  refused,  and  left  them. 
The  master  went  to  seek  assistance  from  the  party  at  the 
observatories  ;  but  the  midshipman  chose  to  remain  in 
the  pinnace.  He  was  very  rudely  treated  by  the  mob, 
who  plundered  the  boat  of  every  thing  that  was  loose 
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on  board,  and  iheri  began  to  knock  her  to  pieces,  for 
llio  sake  of  the  iron-work  ;  but  Pareah  fortunately  re- 
turned in  time  to  prevent  her  destruction.     He  had 
met  the  oilier  gentleman  on  his  way  to  the  observa- 
tories, and|  suspecting  his  errand,  had  forced  him  to 
return.    He  dispersed  the  crowd  again,  and  desired  the 
gentlemen  to  return  on  board  :  they  represented,  that 
all  the  oars  had  been  taken  out  of  the  boat ;  on  which 
he  brought  some  of  them  back,  and  the  gentlemen  were 
glad  to  get  oft',  without  farther  molestation.    They  had 
not  proceeded   far,   before  they  were  overtaken   by 
Pareah,  in  a  canoe  :    he  delivered  the  midshipman's 
va\ij  which  had  been  taken  from  him   in  the  scuffle, 
Joined  noses  with  them,  in  token  of  reconciliation,  and 
was  anxious  to  know,  if  Captain  Cook  would  kill  him 
for  what  had  happened.    They  assured  him  of  the  con- 
trary, and  made  signs  of  friendship  to  him  in  return. 
He  then  left  thorn,  and  paddled  over  to  the  town  of 
Kavaroah,  and  that  was  the  last  ilrte  we  ever  saw  him. 
Captain  Cook  returned  on  bo.ird  f;Oon  after,  much  dis- 
pleased with  the  whole  of  this  disagreeable  business; 
and  the  same  night  sent  a  lieutenant  on  board  the  Dis- 
covery to  learn  the  particulars  of  it,  as  it  had  origi- 
nated in  that  ship. 

*'  it  was  remarkable,  that  in  the  midst  of  the  hurry 
and  confusion  altending  this  affair,  Kanynah  (a  chief 
who  had  always  been  on  terms  particularly  friendly 
with  us)  came  from  the  spot  where  it  happened,  with  a 
hog  to  sell  on  board  the  Discovery  :  it  was  of  an  extra- 
ordinary large  size,  and  he  demanded  for  it  a  {)ahowa, 
or  dagger,  of  an  unusual  length.  He  pointed  to  us, 
that  it  must  be  as  long  as  his  arm.  Caplain  Clerke  not 
having  one  of  that  length,  told  him,  he  would  get  one 
made  for  him  by  the  morning;  with  which  being  satis- 
fied, he  left  the  hog,  and  went  ashore  without  making 
any  slay  with  us.  It  will  not  be  altogether  foreign  to 
the  subject,  to  mention  a  circumstance,  that  happened 
to-day  on  board  the  Resolution.  An  Indian  chief  asked 
Caplain  Cook,  at  his  table,  it'  he  was  a  Tala  Toa ;  which 
means  a  lighting  man,  or  a  soldier.  Being  answered 
in  the  allirmative,  he  desired  to  see  his  wounds.  Cap- 
tain Cook  held  out  his  right  hand,  which  had  a  scar 
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npun  it,  dividing  the  thurnl)  frum  the  finp;cr,  the  whole 
length  oi'  the  metacarpal  bones.  The  Indian,  beino- 
thus  convinced  of  his  being  a  Toa,  put  liie  same  ques- 
tion to  another  gentleman  present,  but  he  happened  to 
have  none  of  those  distinguishing  marks:  the  chief 
then  said,  that  he  himself  was  a  Toa,  and  showed  the 
scars  of  some  wounds  he  had  received  in  battle.  Those 
who  were  on  duty  at  the  observatories,  were  disturbed, 
during  the  night,  with  shrill  and  melancholy  sounds, 
issuing  from  the  adjacent  villages,  which  they  took  tu 
be  the  lamentations  of  the  women.  Perhaps  the  quarrel 
between  us  might  bave  filled  their  minds  with  appre- 
hensions for  the  safety  of  their  husbands:  but,  be  that 
as  it  may,  their  mournful  cries  struck  the  sentiuels  wilh 
unusual  awe  and  terror. 

**  To  widen  the  breach  between  us,  some  of  the  In- 
dians, in  the  night,  took  away  the  Discovery's  lar^e 
cutter,  which  lay  swamped  at  the  buoy  of  one  of  her 
anchors :  they  had  carried  her  off  so  quietly  that  we 
did  not  miss  her  till  the  morning,  Sunday,  February  the 
14th.  Captain  Gierke  lost  no  time  in  waiting  upon 
Captain  Cook,  to  acquaint  him  with  the  accident :  lie 
returned  on  board,  with  orders  for  the  launch  and  sniull 
cutter,  to  go,  under  the  command  of  the  second  lieu- 
tenant, and  lie  off  the  .ist  point  of  the  bay,  in  order 
to  intercept  all  canoes  that  might  attempt  to  get  out ; 
and,  if  he  found  it  necessary,  to  fire  upon  them.  At 
the  same  lime,  the  third  lieutenant  of  the  Resolution, 
wilh  the  launch  and  small  cutter,  was  sent  on  the  same 
service^  to  the  opposite  point  of  the  bay ;  and  the 
master  was  dispatched  in  the  large  cutter,  in  pursuit  uf 
a  double  canoe,  already  under  sail,  making  the  best  of 
lier  way  out  of  the  harbour.  He  soon  came  up  wilh 
her,  and  by  firing  a  few  muskets,  drove  her  on  short, 
and  the  Indians  left  her :  this  happened  to  be  the  caiioc 
of  Omea,  a  man  who  bore  the  title  of  Orono.  He  was 
on  board  himself,  and  it  would  have  been  fortunate,  if 
our  people  had  secured  him,  for  his  person  was  held  as 
sacred  as  that  of  the  king.  During  this  time.  Captain 
Cook  was  preparing  to  go  ashore  himself,  at  the  town 
of  Kavaroah,  in  order  to  secure  the  person  of  Kariopoo, 
before  he  should  have  time  to  withdraw  himself  to  ano- 
ther part  of  the  island,  out  of  our  reach.     This  ap- 
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pcared  the  most  effectual  step  that  oor^id  be  taken  on 
the  present  occasion,  for  the  recovery  of  the  boat.     It 
was  the  measure  he  had  invariably  pursued,  in  similar 
cases,  at  other  islandp  in  these  ser.s,  and  it  had  always 
been  attended  with  the  desired  success:   in   fact,  it 
would  be  dillicult  to  point  out  any  other  mode  of  pro- 
ceeding on  these  emergencies,  likeiv  to  attain  the  ob- 
ject in  view  :  we  had  reason  to  suppose,  that  the  king 
and  his  attendants  had  tied  when  the  alarm  was  first 
given :  in  that  case,  it  was  Captain  Cook's  intention  to 
secure  the  large  canoes  which  were  hauled  up  on  I  ho 
beach.     He  left  the  ship  about  seven  o'clock,  attended 
by  the  lieutenant  of  marines,  a  serjeant,  corporal,  and 
seven  private  men  :    the  pinnace's   crew    were   also 
armed,  and  under  the  command  of  Mr.  Roberts.    As 
they  rowed  towards  the  shore,  Captain  Cook  ordered 
the  launch  to  leave  her  station  at  the  west  point  of  the 
bay,  in  order  to  assist  his  own  boat.    This  is  a  circum- 
stance worthy  of  notice ;  for  it  clearly  shows,  that  he 
was  not  unapprehensive  of  meeting  with  resistance 
from  the  natives,  or  unmindful  of  the  necessary  prepa- 
ration for  the  safety  of  himself  and  his  people.     I  will 
venture  to  say,  that,  from  the  appearance  of  things 
just  at  that  time,  there  was  not  one,  beside  himself, 
who  judged  that  such  precaution  was  absolutely  requi- 
site :  so  litlle  did  his  conduct,  on  the  occasion,  bear 
the  marks  of  rashness,  or  a  precipitate  self-confidence ! 
He  landed,  with  the  marines,  at  the  upper  end  of  the 
town  of  Kavaroah :  the  Indians  immediately  flocked 
round,  as  usual,  and  showed  him  the  customary  marks 
of  respect,  by   prostrating  themselves  before  him. — 
There  were  no  signs  of   hostilities,  or  much  alarm 
among  them.    Captain  Cook,  however,  did  not  seem 
willing  to  trust  to  appearances ;  but  was  particularly 
attentive  to  the  disposition  cf  the  marines,  and  to  have 
them  kept  clear  of  the  crowd.     He  first  inquired  for 
the  king's  sons,  two  youths  who  were  much  attached 
to  him,  and  generally  his  companions  on  board.     Mes- 
sengers being  sent  for  thom,  they  soon  came  to  him, 
and  informing  him,  that  their  father  was  asleep,  at  a 
house  not  far  from  them,  he  accompanied  them  thither, 
and  took  the  marines  along  with  them.     As  he  passed 
along,  the  natives  every  where  prostrated  thcinseivcs 
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before  him,  and  seemed  to  have  lost  no  part  of  that  re- 
spect they  had  always  shown  to  his  person.     He  was 
joined  by  several  chiefs,  among  whom  was  Kanynah, 
and  his  brother  Koohowrooah.     They  kept  the  crowd 
in  order,  according  to  their  usual  custom  ;  and,  being 
ignorant  uf  his  intention  in  coming  on  shore,  fre- 
quently asked  him,  if  he  wanted  any  hogs,  or  other  pro- 
visions :   he  told  them  that  he  did  not,  and  that  his 
business  was  to  see  the  king.     When  he  arrived  at  the 
house,  he  ordered  some  of  the  Indians  to  go  in,  and 
inform  Kariopoo,  that  he  waited  without  to  speak  with 
him*    They  came  out  two  or  three  times,  and  instead 
of  returning  any  answer  from  the  king,  presented  some 
pieces  of  red  cloth  to  him,  which  made  Captain  Cook 
suspect  that  he  was  not  in  the  house ;  he  therefore  de- 
sired the  lieutenant  of  marines  to  go  in.    The  lieute- 
nant found  the  old  man  just  awaked  from  sleep,  and 
seemingly  alarmed  at  the  message;  but  he  came  out 
without  hesitation.     Captain  Cook   took  him  by   the 
hand,  and  in  a  friendly  manner  asked  him  to  go  on 
board,  to  which  he  very  readily  consented.     Thus  far 
matters  appeared  in  a  a  favourable  train,  and  the  natives 
did  not  seem  much  alarmed  or  apprehensive  of  hos- 
tility on  our  side;  at  which  Captain  Cook  expressed 
himself  a  little  surprised,  saying,  that  as  the  inhabi- 
tants of  that  town  appeared  innocent  of  stealing  the 
cutter,  he  should  not  molest  them,  but  that  he  must  gel 
the  king  on  board.   Kariopoo  sat  down  before  his  door, 
and  was  surrounded  by  a  great  crowd  :  Kanynah  and 
his  brother  were  both  very  active  in  keeping  order 
among  them.     In  a  little  time,  however,  the  Indians 
were  observed   arming  themselves  with  long  spears, 
clubs,  and  daggers,  and  putting  on  thick  mats,  which 
Ihey  use  as  armour.     This  hostife  appearance  increased, 
and  became  more  alarming,  on  the  arrival  of  two  men 
in  a  canoe  from  the  opposite  side  of  the  bay,  with  the 
news  of  a  chief,  called  Kareemoo,  having  been  killed 
by  one  of  the  Discovery's  boats.      In  their  passage 
across,  they  had  also  delivered  this  account  to  each 
of  the  ships.     Upon  that  information,  the  women,  who 
were  sitting  upon  the  beach  at  their  breakfasts,  and 
conversing  familiarly  with  our  people  in  the  boats,  re- 
tired, ana  a  confused   murmur  spread   through   tho 
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crowd.  An  old  priest  came  to  Captain  Cook,  with  a 
cocoa-nut  in  his  fiand,  which  he  held  out  to  him  as  a 
present,  at  the  same  lime  singing^  very  loud.  He  was 
often  desired  to  be  silent,  but  in  vain :  he  oonlinued 
importunate  and  troublesome,  and  there  was  no  such 
thing  as  getting  rid  of  him  or  his  noise  :  it  seemed  as 
if  he  meant  to  divert  their  attention  from  his  country- 
men, who  were  growing  more  tumultuous,  and  arming 
themselves  in  every  quarter.  Captain  Cook,  being  at 
the  same  time  surrounded  by  a  great  crowd,  thought 
his  situation  rather  hazardous :  be  therefore  ordered 
the  lieutenant  of  marines  to  march  his  small  party  to 
the  water-side,  where  the  boats  lay  within  a  few  yards 
of  the  shore  :  the  Indians  readily  made  a  lane  for  them 
to  pass,  and  did  not  offer  to  interrupt  them.  The  dis- 
tance they  had  to  go  might  be  about  fifty  or  sixty 
}ards;  Captain  Cook  followed,  having  hold  of  Ka- 
riopoo's  hand,  who  accompanied  him  very  willingly:  he 
was  attended  by  his  wife,  two  sons,  and  several  chiefs. 
The  troublesome  old  priest  followed,  making  the  same 
savage  noise.  Keowa,  the  younger  son,  went  directly 
into  the  pinnace,  expecting  his  father  to  follow  ;  but 
just  as  he  arrived  at  the  water-side,  his  wife  threw  her 
arms  about  his  neck,  and  with  the  assistance  of  two 
chiefs,  forced  him  to  sit  down  by  the  side  of  a  double 
canoe.  Captain  Cook  expostulated  with  them,  but  to 
no  purpose:  they  would  not  suffer  the  king  to  proceed, 
telling  him,  that  he  would  be  put  to  deatii  if  he  went 
on  board  the  ship.  Kariopoo,  whose  conduct  seemed 
entirely  resigned  to  the  will  of  others,  hung  down  his 
head,  and  appeared  much  distressed. 

"  While  the  king  was  in  this  situation,  a  chief,  well 
known  to  us,  of  the  name  of  Coho,  was  observed 
lurking  near,  with  an  iron  dagger,  partly  concealed 
under  his  cloak,  seeemingly  with  the  inteniion  of  stab- 
bing Captain  Cook,  or  the  lieutenant  of  marines.  The 
latter  proposed  to  fire  at  him,  but  Captain  Cook  would 
not  permit  it.  Coho  closing  upon  them,  obliged  the 
officer  to  strike  him  with  his  piece,  which  made  him 
retire.  Another  Indian  laid  hold  of  the  Serjeant's 
nnisket,  and  endeavoured  to  wrench  it  from  him,  but 
was  prevented  by  the  lieutenant's  making  a  blow  at 
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him.  Captain  Cook,  seeing  the  tumult  inorAaso,  niid 
the  indians  growing  more  daring  and  resolute,  ob- 
served, that  it'  he  were  to  take  the  king  oil"  b^  force, 
]ie  co'jld  not  do  it  without'sacrificing  the  lives  of  many 
of  his  people.  Ho  then  paused  a  little,  and  was  on  the 
point  of  giving  his  orders  to  reimbark,  when  a  man 
threw  a  stone  at  him ;  which  he  returned  with  a  dis- 
charge of  small  shot  (with  which  one  barrel  of  his  dou- 
ble piece  was  loadbd).  The  man,  having  a  thick  mat 
before  himi  received  little  or  no  hurt:  he  brandished 
his  spear,  and  threatened  to  dart  it  at  Captain  Cook, 
who  being  still  unwilling  to  take  away  his  life,  instead 
of  firing  with  ball,  knocked  him  down  with  his  mus- 
ket. He  expostulated  strongly  with  the  most  forward 
of  the  crowd,  upon  their  turbulent  behaviour.  Ho 
had  given  up  all  thoughts  of  getting  the  king  ou 
board,  as  it  appeared  impracticable  ;  and  his  care  wns 
then  only  to  act  on  the  defensive,  and  to  secure  a  sal'o 
embarkation  for  his  small  party,  which  was  closely 
pressed  by  a  body  of  several  thousand  people.  Keowu, 
the  king's  son,  who  was  in  the  pinnace,  being  alarmed 
on  hearing  the  first  tiring,  was,  at  his  own  entrtaiy, 
put  on  shore  again  ;  for  even  at  that  time,  Mr.  Ro- 
berts, who  commanded  her,  did  not  apprehend  that 
Captain  Cook's  person  was  in  any  danger :  otherwise 
he  would  have  cletained  the  prince,  which,  no  doubt, 
would  have  been  a  great  check  on  the  Indians.  One 
man  was  observed,  behind  a  double  canoe,  in  the  ac- 
tion of  darting  his  spear  at  Captain  Cook,  who  was 
forced  to  tire  at  him  iu  his  own  defence,  but  happened 
to  kill  another  close  to  him,  equally  forward  in  the 
tumult:  the  Serjeant  observing  that  he  had  missed  tiio 
man  he  aimed  at,  received  orders  to  fire  at  him,  which 
he  did,  and  killed  him.  By  this  time,  the  impetuosity 
of  the  Indians  was  somewhat  repressed  ;  they  fell  back 
in  a  body,  and  seemed  staggered :  but  being  pushed 
on  by  those  behind,  they  returned  to  the  charge,  and 
poured  a  volley  of  stones  among  the  marines,  who, 
without  wailing  for  orders,  returned  it  with  a  general 
discharge  of  musketry,  which  was  instantly  followed 
by  a  tire  from  the  boats.  At  this  Captain  Cook  was 
heard  to  express  his  astonishment :  he  waved  his  band 
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to  tlic  boals,  called  tu  theiu  to  ccasu  firing,  and  to  come 
nearer  in  to  receive  the  marines.     Mr.  Uoberls  imme- 
diately l)rou;i^ht  the  pinnace  as  close  to  the  shore  as  he 
I     could,  without  f^roundin*^,  notwithstanding  the  showern 

j      of  stones  that  fell  among  the  people :  but  , 

I     the  lieutenant^  who  commanded  in  the  launch/ instead 
I      of  pulling  in  to  the  assistance  of  Captain  Cook,  with* 
1      drew  his  boat  farther  olF,  at  the  moment   that  every 
;      thing  seems  to  have  depended  upon  the  timely  exer* 
tions  of  those  in  the  boats.     By  his  own  account,  he 
mistook  the  signal :   but  be  that  as  it  may,  this  circum- 
stance appears  to  me,  to  have  decided  the  fatal  turn  of 
'      the  ail'air,  and  to  have  removed  every  chance  which 
'      remained  with  Captain   Cook,  of   escaping  with  his 
:      life.    The  business  of  saving  the  marines  out  of  the 
I      water,  in  consequence  of  that,  fell  altogether  upon  the 
t      pinnace;    which   thereby  became  so  much  crowded, 
that  the  crew  were,  in  a  great  measure  prevented  from 
using  their  tire-arms,  or  giving  what  assistance  they 
otherwise  might  have  done,  to  Captain  Cook ;  so  that 
he  seems,  at  the  most  critical  point  of  time,  to  have 
wanted  the  assistance  of  both  ooats,  owing  to  the  re- 
moval of  the  launch.     For,  notwithstanding  that  they 
kept  up  a  fire  on  the  crowd,  from  the  situation  to  which 
tiiey  removed  in  that  boat,  the  fatal  confusion  which 
ensued  on  her  being  withdrawn,  to  say  the  least  of  it, 
must  have  prevented  the  full  eflTect,  that  the  prompt 
co-operation  of  the  two  boats,  according  to  Uaptain 
Cook's  orders,  must  have  had,  towards  the  preserva* 
tion  of  himself  and  his  people^.     At  that  time,  it  was 
to  the  boats  alone  that  Captain  Cook  had  to  look  for 
his  safety ;  for,  when  the  marines  had  fired,  the  Indians 
rushed  among  them,  and  forced  them  into  the  water, 
where  four  of  them  were  killed:  their  lieutenant  was 
wounded,  but  fortunately  escaped,  and  was  taken  up  by 
the  pinnace.    Captain  Cook  was  then  the  only  one  rc' 

*  I  have  been  informed  on  the  best  anthority,  that,  in  the 
opinion  of  Captain  Philips,  who  commanded  the  marines,  and 
whose  judgment  must  be  of  the  greatest  weight,  it  is  extremely 
(loubiful  whether  any  thing  could  successfully  have  been  done 
to  preserve  the  life  of  Captain  Cook,  even  if  no  mistake  had 
been  committed  on  the  part  of  the  launch. 
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inaiiiing  on  the  rock  :  he  was  observed  making;  for  Ihe 
pinnace,  holding  his  left  hand  against  the  back  of  his 
head,  to  guard  it  from  the  stones,  and  carrying  his  mus- 
ket under  the  other  arm.  An  Indian  was  seen  following 
him,  but  with  caution  and  timidity ;  for  he  stopped  once 
or  twice,  as  if  undetermined  to  proceed.  At  last  he  ad- 
vanced upon  him  unawares,  and  with  a  large  club,  or 
common  slake,  gave  him  a  blow  on  the  back  of  llie 
head,  and  then  precipitately  retreated.  The  stroke 
setmed  to  have  stunned  Captain  Cook :  he  staggered  a 
few  paces,  then  fell  on  his  hand  and  one  knee,  and 
dropped  his  musket.  As  he  was  rising,  and  before  lie 
could  recover  his  feet,  another  Indian  stabbed  him  in 
the  back  of  the  neck  with  an  iron  dagger.  He  then 
fell  into  a  bite  of  water  about  knee  deep,  where  others 
crowded  upon  hi::ii,  and  endeavoured  to  keep  him 
under  :  but  struggling  very  strongly  with  them,  he  got 
his  head  up,  and  casting  his  look  towards  the  pinnace, 
seemed  to  solicit  assistance.  Though  the  boat  was 
not  above  five  or  six  yards  distant  from  him,  yet  from 
the  crowded  and  confused  state  of  the  crew,  it  seems, 
it  was  not  in  their  power  to  save  him.  The  Indians  got 
him  under  again,  but  in  deeper  water:  he  was,  how- 
ever, able  to  get  his  head  up  once  more,  and  bein^ 
almost  spent  in  the  struggle,  he  naturally  turned  to  the 
rock,  and  was  endeavouring  to  support  himself  by  it, 
when  &  savage  gave  him  a  blow  with  a  club,  and  he  was 
seen  alive  no  more.  They  hauled  him  up  lifeless  on  the 
rocks,  where  they  seemed  to  take  a  savage  pleasure  iji 
using  every  barbarity  to  his  dead  body,  snatcliing  the 
daggers  oui;  of  ^ach  other's  hands,  to  have  the  horrid 
satisfaction  of  piercing  the  fallen  victim  of  their  bar- 
barous rage. 

*^  1  need  make  no  refleclion  on  the  great  loss  we  suf- 
fered on  this  occasion,  or  attempt  to  describe  what  uc 
felt.  It  is  enough  to  say,  that  no  man  was  ever  more 
beloved  or  admired  :  and  it  is  truly  painful  to  reflect, 
tliat  he  seems  to  have  fallen  a  sacrifice  merely  for  want 
of  being  properly  supported  ;  a  fate,  singularly  to  be 
lamented,  as  having  fallen  to  his  lot,  who  had  ever 
been  conspicuous  for  his  care  of  those  under  his  com- 
liiand,  ana  who  seemed,  to  the  last,  to  pay  as  much 
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attention  to  their  preservation,  as  to  that  of  his  own 
life. 

^'  If  any  thing  could  have  added  to  the  shame  and 
indignation  universally  felt  on  this  occasion,  it  was  to 
find,  that  his  remains  had  been  deserted,  and  left  ex- 
posed on  the  beach,  although  they  might  have  been 
brought  oft*.  It  appears,  from  the  information  of  four 
or  live  midshipmen,  who  arrived  on  the  spot  at  the  con- 
clusion of  the  fatal  business,  that  the  beach  was  then 
almost  entirely  desertc*J  by  the  Indians,  who  at  length 
had  given  way  to  the  lire  of  the  boats,  and  dispersed 
through  the  town  :  so  that  there  seemed  no  great  ob- 
stacle to  prevent  the  recovery  of  Captain  Cook's  body ; 
but  the  lieutenant  returned  on  board  without  making 
the  attempt.  It  is  unnecessary  to  dwell  longer  on  this 
painful  subject,  and  to  relate  the  complaints  and  ccn- 
snres  that  fell  on  the  conduct  of  the  lieutenant.  It 
will  be  sufficient  to  observe,  that  they  were  so  loud  as 
to  oblige  Captain  Clerke  publicly  to  notice  them,  and  to 
take  the  depositions  ol  his  accusers  dovrn  in  writing. 
The  captain's  bad  state  of  liealtli  and  approaching  dis- 
solution, it  is  supposed,  induced  him  to  destroy  these 
papers  a  short  time  before  his  death. 

"  It  is  a  painful  task,  to  be  obliged  to  notice  cir- 
cumstances which  seem  to  reflect  upon  the  character 
of  any  man.  A  strict  regard  to  truth,  however,  com- 
pelled me  to  the  insertion  of  these  facts,  which  I  have 
offered  merely  as  facts,  without  presuming  to  connect 
with  them  any  comment  of  my  own :  esteeming  it  the 
part  of  a  faithful  historian,  '  to  extenuate  nothing,  nor 
set  down  aught  in  malice.' 

*'  The  fatal  accident  happened  at  eight  o'clock  in  the 
morning,  about  an  hour  after  Captain  Cook  landed. 
It  did  not  seem,  that  the  king,  or  his  sons,  were  wit- 
nesses to  it ;  but  it  is  supposed,  that  they  withdrew  in 
the  midst  of  the  tumult.  The  principal  actors  were  the 
other  chiefs,  many  of  them  the  king's  relations  and 
attendants:  the  man  who  stabbed  him  with  the  dagger 
was  called  Nooah.  I  happened  to  be  the  only  one 
who  recollected  his  person,  from  having  on  a  former 
occasion  mentioned  his  name  in  the  journal  I  kept.  I 
'^vas  induced  to   take  particular  notice  of  him,  more 
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from  his  personal  appearanoe  tliari  any  other  considera- 
tion, though  he  was  of  high  rank,  and  a  near  relation 
of  the  king:  he  was  stout  and  tall,  with  a  fierce  look 
and  demeanour,  and  one  who  united  in  his  figure  the 
two  qualities  of  strength  and  agility,  in  a  greater  degree 
than  ever  1  remembered  to  have  seen  before  in  any 
other  man.  His  age  might  be  about  thirty,  and  by  the 
while  scurf  on  his  skin,  and  his  sore  eyes,  he  appeared 
to  be  a  hard  drinker  of  kava.     He  was  a  constant  com- 

{)anion  of  the  king,  with  whom  I  first  saw  him,  when 
le  paid  a  visit  to  Captain  Gierke.  The  chief  who  first 
struck  Captain  Cook  with  the  club,  was  called  Kari- 
mano,  craba,  but  I  did  not  know  him  by  his  name. 
These^circumstances  I  learned  of  honest  Kaireekea,  the 
priest;  who  added,  that  they  were  both  held  in  great 
esteem  on  account  of  that  action :  neither  of  thetii 
came  near  us  afterwards.  When  the  boats  left  the 
shore,  the  Indians  carried  away  the  dead  body  of  Cap- 
tain Cook  and  those  of  the  marines,  to  the  rising  ground, 
at  the  back  of  the  town,  where  we  could  plainly  sec 
them  with  our  glasses  from  the  ships. 

**  This  most  melancholy  accident  appears  to  have 
been  altogether  unexpected  and  unfoie<»een,  as  well  on 
the  part  of  the  natives  as  ourselves.  1  never  saw  suf- 
ficient reason  to  induce  me  to  believe,  that  there  was 
any  thing  of  design,  or  a  preconcerted  plan  on  their 
side,  or  that  they  purposely  sought  to  quarrel  with  us: 
thieving,  which  gave  rise  to  the  whole,  they  were 
equally  guilty  of  in  our  first  and  second  visits.  It  was 
the  cause  of  every  misunderstanding  that  happened 
between  us:  their  petty  thefts  were  generally  over- 
looked, but  sometimes  slightly  punished :  the  boat, 
which  they  at  last  ventured  to  take  away,  was  an  ob- 
ject of  no  small  magnitude  to  people  in  our  situation, 
who  could  not  possibly  replace  her,  and  therefore  not 
slightly  to  be  given  up.  We  had  no  other  chance  of 
recovering  her,  but  by  getting  the  person  of  the  kin^' 
into  our  possession :  on  our  attempting  to  do  that,  the 
natives  became  alarmed  for  his  safety,  and  naturally 
opposed  those  whom  they  deemed  his  enemies.  In  Ihc 
sudden  conflict  that  ensued,  we  had  the  unspeakable 
misfortune  of  losing  our  excellent  coromander,  in  the 
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irmnner  already  related.  It  is  in  this  light  the  affair 
has  always  appeared  to  me,  as  entirely  accidental,  and 
not  in  the  least  owing  to  any  previous  offence  re- 
ceived, or  jealousy  of  our  second  visit  entertained  by 
the  natives. 

<*  Pareah  seems  to  have  been  the  principal  instrument 
in  bringing  about  this  fatal  disaster.  We  learned  after- 
wards, that  it  was  he  who  had  employed  some  people 
to  steal  the  boat:  the  king  did  not  seem  to  be  privy  to 
it,  or  even  apprized  of  what  had  happened,  till  Captain 
Cook  landed. 

^'  It  was  generally  remarked,  that,  at  first,  the  Indians 
showed  great  resolution  in  facing  our  fire-arms;  but  it 
was  entirely  owing  to  ignorance  of  their  efFect.  They 
thought  that  their  thick  mats  would  defend  them  from 
a  bail,  as  well  as  from  a  stine  ;  but  being  soon  con- 
vinced of  their  error,  yet  stiil  at  a  loss  to  account  how 
such  execution  was  done  among  them,  they  had  re- 
course to  a  stratagem,  which,  though  it  answered  no 
other  purpose,  served  to  show  their  ingenuity  and 
quickness  of  invention.  Observing  the  flashes  of  the 
musikets,  they  naturally  concluded,  that  water  would  . 
counteract  their  effect,  and  therefore,  very  sagaciously, 
dipped  their  mats,  or  armour,  in  the  sea,  just  as  they 
came  on  to  face  .ur  people  :  but  finding  this  last  re- 
source to  fail  them,  they  soon  dispersed,  and  left  the 
beach  entirely  clear.  It  was  an  object  they  never  neg- 
lected, even  at  the  greatest  hazard,  to  carry  off  their 
slain ;  a  custom,  probably  owing  to  the  barbarity  with 
which  they  treat  the  dead  body  of  an  enemy,  and  the 
trophies  they  make  of  his  bones." 

In  consequence  of  this  barbarity  of  disposition,  the 
whole  remains  of  Captain  Cook  could  not  be  reco- 
vered. For,  though  every  exertion  was  made  for  that 
purpose ;  though  negociations  and  threatenings  were 
alternately  employed,  little  more  than  the  principal 
part  of  his  bones  (and  that  with  great  difliculty)  could 
he  procured.  By  the  possession  of  them,  our  naviga- 
tors were  enabled  to  perform  the  last  ofiices  to  their 
eminent  and  unfortunate  commander.  The  bones, 
having  been  put  into  a  coflin,  and  the  service  being 
read  over  them,  wore  committed  to  the  deep,  on  the 
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21st,  with  the  usual  military  honours.  What  were  the 
feelinp^s  of  the  companies  of  both  the  ships,  ou  this 
occasion,  niust  be  left  to  the  world  to  conceive ;  for 
those  who  were  present  know,  that  it  is  not  in  the 
power  of  any  pen  to  express  them. 

A  promotion  of  officers  followed  the  decease  of  Cap- 
lain  Cook.  Captain  Clerke  having  succeeded  of  course 
to  the  command  of  the  expedition,  removed  on  board 
the  Resolution.  By  him  Mr.  Gore  was  appointed  cap- 
tain of  the  Discovery,  and  the  rest  of  the  lieutenanU 
obtained  an  addition  of  rank,  in  their  proper  order. 
Mr.  Harvey,  a  midshipman,  who  had  been  in  the  last 
as  well  as  the  present  voyage,  was  promoted  to  the  va- 
cant lieutenancy. 

Not  long  after  Captain  Cook's  death,  an  event  oc- 
curred in  Europe,  which  bad  a  particular  relation  to 
the  voyage  of  our  navigator,  and  which  was  so  honour- 
able to  himself,  and  to  the  great  nation  from  whom  it 
proceeded,  that  it  is  no  small  pleasure  to  me  to  be 
able  to  lay  the  transaction  somewhat  at  large  before 
my  readers.  What  I  refer  to  is,  the  letter  which  was 
issued,  on  the  19th  of  March,  1779,  by  M.  Sarline,  se- 
cretary of  the  marine  department  at  Paris,  and  sent  to 
all  the  commanders  of  French  ships.  The  rescript  uas 
as  follows :  "  Captain  Cook,  who  sailed  from  Ply- 
mouth in  July,  1776,  on  board  the  Resolution,  in  com- 
pany with  the  Discovery,  Captain  Clerke,  in  order  to 
make  some  di.scoveries  on  the  coasts,  islands,  and  seas 
of  Japan  and  California,  being  on  the  point  of  return- 
ing to  Europe;  and  such  discoveries  being  of  general 
utility  to  all  nations,  it  is  the  king's  pleasure,  that  Cap- 
tain Cook  shall  be  treated  as  a  commander  of  a  neu- 
tral and  allied  power,  and  that  ail  captains  of  armed 
vessels,  <!^c.  who  may  meet  that  famous  navigator,  shall 
make  him  acquainted  with  the  king's  orders  on  this 
behalf,  but,  at  the  same  time,  let  him  know,  that  on  his 
part  ho  must  refrain  from  all  hostilities."  By  the  Mar- 
quis of  Condoreet  we  are  informed,  that  this  measure 
originated  in  the  liberal  and  enlightened  mind  of  that 
excellent  citizen  and  statesman,  M.  Turgot.  **  Whei: 
war,"  says  the  marquis,  *'  was  declared  between  Franoe 
and  England|  M.  Turgot  saw  how  honourable  it  would 
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be  to  the  French  nation,  that  the  vessel  of  Captain 
Cook  should  be  treated  with  respect  at  sea.  He  com- 
posed a  memorial,  in  which  he  proved,  that  honour, 
reason,  and  even  interest,  dictated  this  act  of  respect 
for  humanity ;  and  it  was  in  consequence  of  this  me- 
morial, the  author  of  which  was  unknown  during  his 
life,  that  an  order  was  given  not  to  treat  as  an  enemy, 
the  common  benefactor  of  every  European  nation." 

Whilst  great  praise  is  due  to  M.  Turgol,  for  having 
suggested  the  adoption  of  a  measure  which  hath  con- 
tributed so  much  to  the  reputation  of  the  French  go- 
vernment, it  must  not  be  forgotten,  that  the  first  thought^ 
of  such  a  plan  of  conduct  was  probably  owing  to  Dr. 
Benjamin  Franklin.  Thus  much,  at  least,  is  certain, 
thai  this  eminent  philosopher,  when  ambassador  at 
Paris  from  the  United  States  of  America,  preceded 
the  court  of  France  in  issuing  a  similar  requisition ;  a 
copy  of  which  cannot  fail  of  being  acceptable  to  the 
reader. 

"  To  all  Captains  and  Commanders  of  armed  Ships 
acting  by  Commission  from  the  Congress  of  the 
United  Slates  of  America,  now  in  war  with  Great 
Britain. 

"  Gentlemen, 

"  A  ship  having  been  fitted  out  from  England  before 
Die  commencement  of  this  war,  to  make  discoveries  of 
new  countries  in  unknown  seas,  under  the  conduct  of 
that  most  celebrated  navigate*  and  discoverer.  Captain 
Cook ;  an  undertaking  truly  laudable  in  itself,  as  the 
increase  of  geographical  knowledge  facilitates  the  com- 
munication between  distant  nations,  in  the  exchange 
of  useful  products  and  manufactures,  and  the  exten- 
sion of  arts,  whereby  the  common  enjoyments  of  hu- 
man life  are  mulliplied  and  augmented,  and  science  of 
olher  kinds  increased,  ic  the  benefit  of  mankind  in 
general — This  is  therefore  most  earnestly  to  recom- 
mend to  every  one  of  you,  that  in  case  the  said  ship, 
which  is  now  expected  to  be  soon  in  the  European 
seas  on  her  return,  should  happen  to  fall  into  your 
hands,  you  would  not  consider  her  as  an  enemy,  nor 
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snfler  any  plunder  lo  be  made  of  the  eflecls  oonlaiiieil 
in  her,  nor  obstrnct  lier  immediate  reinrn  lo  England, 
by  detaining  her,  or  sending  her  into  any  other  part  of 
Europe,  or  lo  America  ;  but  that  yon  would  treat  the 
said  Captain  Cook  and  his  people  with  all  civility  and 
kindness,  affording  them,  as  common  friends  to  man- 
kind, all  the  assistance  in  your  power,  which  they  may 
happen  to  stand  in  need  of.  In  so  doing,  you  will 
not  only  gratify  the  generosity  of  your  own  dispo- 
sitions,  but  there  is  no  doubt  of  your  obtaining  Ihe 
approbation  of  the  Congress,  and  your  other  American 
owners. 

<*  I  have  the  honour  to  be, 
Gentlemen, 
Your  most  obedient, 
humble  servant, 

B.  Franklin, 
<*  Minister  Plenipotentiary 
from  the  Congress  of  llie 
United  States,  at  the  Court 
of  France." 


"  At  Passy,  near  Pa- 
ris, this  10th  day  of 
March,  1779, 


It  is  observable,  that,  as  Dr.  Franklin  acted  on  his 
own  authority,  he  could  only  earnestly  recommend  lo 
Ihe  commanders  of  American  armed  vessels  not  to  con- 
sider Captain  Cook  as  an^nemy;  and  it  is  somewhat 
remarkable,  that  he  mentions  no  more  than  one  ship; 
Captain  Clerke  not  being  noticed  in  the  requisition. 
In  ^..a  confidence  which  the  doctor  expressed,  with 
respect  to  the  approbation  of  Congress,  he  happened 
to  be  mistaken.  As  the  members  of  that  assembly,  at 
least  with  regard  to  the  greater  part  of  them,  were  not 
possessed  of  minds  equally  enlightened  with  that  of 
their  ambassador,  he  was  not  supported  by  his  masters 
in  this  noble  act  of  humanity,  of  love  to  science,  and 
of  liberal  policy.  The  orders  he  had  given  were  in- 
stantly reversed  ;  and  it  was  directed  by  Congress,  that 
especial  care  should  be  taken  to  seize  Captain  Cook, 
if  an  opportunity  of  doing  it  occurred.  All  this  pro- 
ceeded from  a  false  notion,  that  it  would  be  injurious  to 
the  United  States  for  the  English  to  obtain  a  knowledge 
of  the  opposite  coast  of  America. 
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The  conduct  of  the  court  of  Spain  was  regulated  by 
similar  principles  of  jealousy.  It  was  apprehended 
by  that  court,  that  there  was  reason  to  be  cautious  of 
granting^,  too  easily,  an  indulgence  to  Captain  Cook  ; 
since  it  was  not  cerlain  what  mischiefs  might  ensue  to 
the  Spaniards  from  a  northern  passage  to  their  Ameri- 
can dominions.  M.  de  Belluga,  a  Spanish  gentleman 
and  ofHcer,  of  a  liberal  and  a  philosophical  turn  of 
iniud,  and  who  was  a  member  of  the  Royal  Society  of 
London,  endeavoured  to  prevail  upon  the  Count  of 
Florida  Blanca,  and  M.  d'Almodavar,  to  grant  an  order 
of  protection  to  the  Resolution  and  Discovery;  and  he 
flattered  himself,  that  the  ministers  of  the  King  of 
8pfiin  would  be  prevailed  upon  to  prefer  the  cause  of 
science  to  the  partial  views  of  interest:  but  the  Spanisli 
government  was  not  capable  of  rising  to  so  enlai'ged 
»nd  magnanimous  a  plan  of  policy.  To  the  Frencli 
nation  alone,  therefore,  was  reserved  the  honour  of 
setting  an  example  of  wisdom  and  humanity,  which,  £ 
trust,  will  not,  hereafter,  be  so  uncommon  in  the  his- 
tory of  mankind. 

The  progress  of  the  voyage,  after  the  decease  of 
Captain  Cook,  doth  not  fall  within  the  design  of  the 
present  narrative  *. 


CHAP.  YII. 

Character  of  Captain  Cook. — Effects  of  his  Voyages. — 
Testimonies  of  Applause. — Commemorations  of  his 
Services. — Regard  paid  to  his  Family. — Conclusion. 

From  the  relation  that  has  been  given  of  Captain 
Cook's  course  of  life,  and  of  the  important  events  in 
which  he  was  engaged,  my  readers  cannot  be  strangers 
to  his  general  character.  This,  therefore,  might  be 
left  to  be  collected  from  his  actions,  which  are  the  best 
exhibitions   of  tiie  great  qualities  of  his  mind.     But, 

*  The  pa^iicQlars  of  the  voyage,  after  the  death  of  Captain 
Cook,  of  vJiich  it  did  not  fall  uncter  Dr.  Kippis's  plan  to  give 
a  uun alive,  will  be  found  in  the  Appendix. 
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perhaps,  were  I  not  to  endeavour  to  aftord  a  summary 
view  of  liim  in  these  respects,  I  might  be  thought  to 
fail  in  that  duty  wliich  I  owe  to  the  public  on  the  prc< 
sent  occasion. 

It  cannot,  I  think,  be  denied,  that  genius  belonged 
to  Captain  Cook  in  an  eminent  degree.  By  genius  I 
do  not  here  understand  imagination  merely,  or  tliiit 
power  of  culling  the  flowers  of  fancy  which  poclry 
delights  in;  but  an  inventive  mind  ;  a  mind  full  of  re- 
sources; and  which,  by  its  own  native  vigour,  can  sug- 
gest noble  objects  of  pursuit,  and  the  most  eflectual 
methods  of  allaining  them.  This  faculty  was  possessed 
by  our  navigator  in  its  full  energy,  as  is  evident  from 
the  uncommon  sagacity  and  penetration  which  he 
discovered  in  a  vast  variety  of  critical  and  dillicult 
jsitualions. 

To  genius  Captain  Cook  added  application,  withoiit 
which  nothing  very  valuable  or  permanent  can  be  ac- 
complished, even  by  the  brightest  capacity.  For  an 
unremitting  attention  to  whatever  related  to  his  pro- 
fession, he  was  distinguished  in  early  life.  In  every 
afl'air  that  was  undertaken  by  i.*m,  his  assiduity  was 
without  interruption,  and  without  abatement.  Where- 
ever  he  came,  he  suffered  nothing,  which  was  fit  for  a 
seaman  to  know  or  to  practise,  to  pass  unnoticed,  or 
to  escape  his  diligence. 

The  genius  and  application  of  Captain  Cook  were 
followed  by  a  large  extent  of  knowledge;  a  know- 
ledge which,  besides  a  consummate  av^quamtance  with 
navigation,  comprehended  a  number  of  other  sciences. 
In  this  respect  tlie  ardour  of  his  mind  rose  above  llie 
disadvantages  of  a  very  confined  education.  His  pro- 
gress in  the  different  branches  of  the  mathematics,  and 
particularly  in  astronomy,  became  so  eminent,  that^at 
Jcugtii,  he  was  able  to  take  the  lead  in  making  the  ne- 
cessary observations  of  this  kind,  in  the  course  of  his 
voyages.  He  attained  likewise  to  such  a  degree  el" 
proficiency  in  general  learning,  and  the  art  of  compu- 
silion,  as  to  be  able  to  express  himself  with  a  manly 
clearness  and  propriety,  and  to  become  respeclahle 
as  the  narrator,  as  well  as  the  performer,  of  great 
actions. 


CAPTAIN  COOK.  161 

.  Aiiollier  tliingi  strikingly  conspicuous  in  Captain 
Cook,  was  the  perseverance  with  wliicli  he  pursued 
the  noble  objects  to  which  his  life  was  devoted.  This, 
indeed,  was  a  rnosl  distinguished  feature  in  his  chn- 
r.icler :  in  this  he  scarcely  ever  had  an  equal,  and 
never  a  superior.  Nothing  could  divert  him  from  the 
points  he  aimed  at;  and  he  persisted  in  the  prosecution 
of  them,  through  difficulties  and  obstructions,  which 
would  have  deterred  minds  of  very  considerable 
strength  and  firmness. 

What  enabled  him  to  persevere  in  all  his  mighty 
undertakings,  was  the  invincible  fortitude  of  his  spirit, 
or  this,  instances  without  number  occur  in  the  ac- 
counts of  his  expeditions  ;  two  of  which  I  shall  take 
the  liberty  of  recalling  to  the  allcnlion  of  my  readers. 
The  first  is,  the  undaunted  magnanimity  with  which  he 
prosecuted  his  discoveries  along  the  whole  south-east 
coast  of  New  Holland.  Surrounded  as  he  was  with 
the  greatest  possU)le  dangers,  arising  from  the  perpe-* 
tual  succession  of  rocks,  shoals,  and  breakers,  and 
having  a  ship  that  was  almost  shaken  to  pieces  by  re- 
peated perils,  his  vigorous  mind  had  a  regard  to 
nothing  but  what  he  thought  was  required  of  him  by 
his  duty  to  the  public.  It  will  not  be  easy  to  find,  in 
the  history  of  navigation,  a  parallel  example  of  cou- 
ra;?eous  exertion.  The  other  circumstance  I  would 
refer  to  is  the  boldness  with  which,  in  his  second 
voyage  after  he  left  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  he  pushed 
forward  into  unknown  seas,  and  penetrated  through 
innumerable  mountains  and  islands  of  ice,  in  the  search 
of  a  southern  continent.  It  was  like  launching  into 
chaos:  all  was  obscurity,  all  was  darkness  before  him  ; 
and  no  event  can  be  compared  with  it,  excepting  the 
sailing  of  Magelhaens,  from  the  straits  which  bear  his 
name,  into  the  PaciUc  Ocean. 

The  fortitude  of  Captain  Cook,  being  founded  upon 
reason,  and  not  upon  instinct,  was  not  an  impetuous 
valour,  but  accompanied  with  complete  self-possession. 
He  was  master  of  himself  on  every  trying  occasion, 
and  seemed  to  be  the  more  cabn  and  collected,  the 
greater  was  the  exigence  of  the  case.  In  the  most 
perilous  situations,  when  our  commander  had  given 
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the  proper  diroctiuiis  cuticerninp;  wlial  was  to  be  clone 
^vliile  be  went  tu  rest,  bo  could  sleep,  during  tbo  bours 
be  bad  allotted  to  bimsclf,  witb  pert'eot  composure  and 
soundness.  Nolbin^  could  he  a  surer  indication  oC  an 
elevated  mind  ;  of  a  mind  tliat  was  entirely  satisiied 
witb  itself,  and  tlic  measures  it  bad  taken. 

To  all  these  j^reat  qualities,  Captain  Cook  added  llie 
inost  amiable  virtues.  'I'bat  it  was  impossible  for  any 
one  to  excel  bim  in  bumanily,  is  apparent  from  bis 
treatment  of  bis  men  through  all  bis  voyages,  and 
from  bis  bebavionr  to  tbe  natives  of  tbe  countries 
^vbicli  were  discovered  by  bim.  The  beallb,  tbe  con- 
venience, and,  as  far  it  could  be  admitted,  tbe  cnjov- 
mcnt  of  ibe  seamen,  were  tbe  constant  objects  of  lils 
attention  ;  and  be  was  anxiously  solicitous  to  meliorate 
tbe  condition  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  several  islands 
and  places  which  be  visited*  With  regard  to  their 
thieveries,  be  cand'  My  apologized  for,  and  over- 
looked, many  offences  which  others  would  have  sharply 
punished  ;  and  when  be  was  laid  under  an  indispensa- 
ble necessity  of  proceeding  to  any  acts  of  severity,  lie 
never  exerted  them  without  feeling  much  reluctance 
and  concern. 

In  the  private  relations  of  life.  Captain  Cook  was 
entitled  to  high  commendation.  He  was  excellent  as 
a  husband  and  a  father,  and  sincere  and  steady  in  his 
friendships:  and  to  this  it  may  be  added,  that  be  pos- 
sessed that  general  sobriety  and  virtue  of  character, 
which  will  always  be  found  to  constitute  tbe  best  secu- 
rity and  ornament  of  every  other  moral  qualification. 

VVitb  the  greatest  benevolence  and  humanity  of 
dispo!«ition.  Captain  Cook  was  occasionally  snbject  to 
a  hastiness  of  temper.  This,  which  has  been  exagge- 
rated by  the  few  (and  they  are  indeed  few)  who  are 
unfavourable  to  his  memory,  is  a/iknowledged  by  his 
friends,  it  is  mentioned  both  by  Captain  King  and 
Mr.  Sam  well,  in  their  delineations  of  bi»  character. 
Mr.  Hayley,  in  one  of  his  poems,  calls  bim  the  mild 
Cook;  but,  perhaps,  that  is  not  the  happiest  epithet 
wbich  could  have  been  applied  to  bim.  Mere  mildness 
can  scarcely  be  considered  as  tbe  most  prominent 
and  disliuctive  feature  hi  tbe  uiind  of  a  uian,  whose 
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powers  of  understantlin^  and  of  aclion  were  so  stronyj 
aritl  elevated,  who  had  sucii  iiiimenso  dIfHciilties  lu 
stri]^^;le  wilh,  and  who  must  frequently  have  been 
called  to  the  firmest  exertions  of  authority  and  com- 
mand. 

Lastly,  C'aptain  Cook  was  distinn^uished  by  a  pro- 
perly which  is  almost  universally  the  concomitant  of 
truly  ^reat  men,  and  that  is,  a  simplicity  of  manners. 
In  conversation  he  was  unaifected  and  unassuminc;; 
raliiur  backward  in  pushing  discourse;  but  obligin<; 
and  communicative  in  his  answers  to  those  who  ad- 
dressed him  for  the  purposes  of  information.  It  was  not 
possible,  that,  in  a  mind  constituted  like  his,  such  a 
paltry  quality  as  vanity  could  find  an  existence. 

In  this  imperfect  delineation  of  Captain  Cook's  cha- 
racter, I  have  spoken  of  him  in  a  manner  which  is 
fully  justified  by  the  whole  course  of  his  life  and  ac- 
tions, and  which  is  perfectly  agreeable  to  the  senli- 
inents  of  those  who  were  the  most  nearly  connected 
with  him  in  the  habits  of  intimacy  and  friendship. 
The  pictures  which  some  of  them  have  drawn  of  him, 
tliougli  they  have  already  t)een  presented  to  the  public, 
cannot  here  wilh  propriety  be  omitted.  Captain  Kin^ 
lias  expressed  himself  concerning  him  in  the  t'ullowing 
terms.  "The  constitution  of  his  body  was  robust, 
inured  to  labour,  and  capable  of  undergoing  the  se- 
verest hardships.  Hisstomacii  bore,  without diniculty, 
llie  coarsest  and  most  ungrateful  food  : — Great  was  the 
iiidin'erence  with  which  he  submitted  to  every  kind  of 
sell-denial.  The  qualities  of  his  mind  were  of  the 
same  hardy  vigorous  kind  with  those  of  his  body. 
His  understanding  was  strong  and  perspicacious.  His 
judguienl,  in  whatever  related  to  the  services  he  was 
engaged  in,  quick  and  sure.  His  designs  were  bold 
and  manly  ;  and  both  in  the  conception,  and  in  the 
mode  of  execulion,  bore  evident  marks  of  a  great  ori- 
ginal genius.  His  courage  was  cool  and  deterniincd, 
and  accompanied  wilh  an  admirable  presence  of  mind 
in  llie  moment  of  danger.  His  teniper  might  perhaps 
have  been  justly  blamed,  as  sul)ject  to  hastiness  and 
passion,  had  not  these  been  disarmed  by  a  disposition 
the  most  benevolent  and  humane. 
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*'  Such  were  the  outlines  of  Caplaiu  Cook's  cha- 
racter; but  its  most  distin|i;uishiii^  feature  was  that  un- 
remitting^ perseverance  in  the  pursuit  of  his  object, 
which  was  not  only  superior  to  the  opposition  of  dan- 
gers, and  the  pressure  of  hard!>!.^ips,  out  even  exempt 
from  the  want  of  ordinary  relaxation.  During  the 
long  and  tedious  voyages  in  which  he  was  engaged, 
his  eagerness  and  activity  were  never  in  the  least 
abated*  No  incidental  temptation  could  detain  him 
for  a  moment:  even  those  intervals  of  recreation, 
which  sometimes  unavoidably  occurred,  and  were 
looked  for  by  us  with  a  longing,  that  persons,  who 
have  experienced  the  fatigues  of  service,  will  readily 
excuse,  were  submitted  to  by  him  with  a  certain  impa- 
tience, whenever  they  could  not  beemployed  in  making 
a  farther  provision  for  the  more  efFectual  prosecution 
of  his  designs." 

"  The  character  of  Captain  Cook,"  says  Mr.  Sarawell, 
"will  be  best  exemplified  by  the  services  he  has  per- 
formed, which  are  universally  known,  and  have  ranked 
his  name  above  that  of  any  navigator  of  ancient  or  of 
modern  times.  Nature  had  endowed  him  with  a  mind 
vigorous  and  comprehensive,  which  in  his  riper  years 
he  had  cultivated  with  care  and  industry.  His  general 
knowledge  was  extensive  and  various:  in  that  of  liis 
own  profession,  he  was  unequalled.  With  a  clear 
judgment,  strong  masculine  sense,  and  the  most  deter- 
mined resolution ;  with  a  genius  peculiarly  turned  fur 
enterprise,  he  pursued  his  object  with  unshaken  perse- 
verance:— vigilant  and  active  in  an  eminent  degree:— 
cool  and  intrepid  among  dangers;  patient  and  firm 
under  diflicullies  and  distress;  fertile  in  expedients; 
great  and  original  in  all  his  designs  ;  active  and  re- 
solved in  carrying  them  into  execution.  These  qua- 
lities renderecf  him  the  animating  spirit  of  the  expedi- 
tion: in  every  situation,  he  stood  unrivalled  and 
alone;  on  him  all  eyes  were  turned  ;  he  was  our  lead- 
ing-star, which,  at  its  setting,  left  us  involved  iu  dark- 
ness and  despair. 

**  His  constitution  was  strong,  his  mode  of  Hvin;!; 
temperate. He  was  a  modest  man,  and  rather  bash- 
ful; of  an  agreeable  lively  conversation,  sensible  and 
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intelligent.  In  his  temper  he  was  somewhat  hasty,  but 
of  a  disposition  the  most  friendly,  benevolent,  and  hu- 
mane. His  person  was  above  six  feet  high,  and, 
though  a  good-looking  man,  he  was  plain  both  in  ad- 
dress and  appearance.  His  head  was  small ;  his  hair, 
which  was  a  dark  brown,  he  wore  tied  behind.  His 
face  was  full  of  expression;  his  nose  exceedingly  well 
shaped ;  his  eyes,  which  wore  small  and  of  a  brown 
cast,  were  quick  and  piercing;  his  eye-brows  promi- 
nent, which  gave  his  countenance  altogether  an  uir  of 
austerity. 

<<  He  was  beloved  by  his  people,  who  looked  up  to 
him  as  to  a  father,  and  obeyed  his  commands  with 
alacrity.  The  coniidence  we  placed  in  him  was  unre- 
mitting; our  admiration  of  his  great  talents,  un- 
hounded ;  our  esteem  for  his  good  qualities,  aflcc- 
tionale  and  sincere. 

''  He  was  remarkably  distinguished  for  the  activity 
of  his  mind  :  it  was  that  which  enabled  him  to  pay  an 
unwearied  attention  to  every  object  of  the  service. 
The  strict  economy  he  observed  in  the  expenditure  of 
the  ship's  stores,  and  the  unremitting  care  he  employed 
for  the  preservation  of  the  health  of  his  people,  were 
the  causes  that  enabled  him  to  prosecute  discoveries  in 
remote  parts  of  the  globe,  for  such  a  length  of  time, 
as  had  been  deemed  impracticable  by  former  naviga- 
tors. The  method  he  discovered  for  preserving  the 
health  of  seamen  in  long  voyages,  will  transmit  his 
uatne  to  posterity  as  the  friend  and  benefactor  of  man- 
kind :  the  success  which  attended  it  aflbrded  this  truly 
great  man  more  satisfaction  than  the  distinguished 
fame  that  attended  his  discoveries. 

*'  England  has  been  unanimous  in  her  tribute  of 
applause  to  his  virtues,  and  all  Europe  has  borne  testi- 
mony to  his  merit.  Tliere  is  hardly  a  corner  of  the 
earth,  however  remote  and  savage,  that  will  not  long 
remember  his  benevolence  and  humanity.  The  grate- 
ful Indiun,  in  lime  to  come,  pointing  to  the  herds 
grazing  his  fertile  plains,  will  relate  to  his  children 
how  the  first  stock  of  them  was  introduced  into  the 
country;  and  the  name  of  Cook  will  be  remembered 
among  those  benign  spirits,  whom  they  worship  as 
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the  source  of  every  good,  and  the  fountain  of  every 
blessing." 

At  the  conclusion  of  the  Introduction  to  the  Voyage 
to  the  Pacific  Ocean,  is  an  eutogium  on  Captain  Cook, 
drawn  up  by  one  of  his  own  profession,  of  whom  it  is 
said,  that  he  is  not  more  distinguished  by  the  elevation 
of  rank,  than  by  the  dignity  of  private  virtues.  Though 
this  excellent  c  ulogium  must  be  known  to  many,  and 
perhaps  to  most,  of  my  readers,  they  will  not  be  dis- 
pleased at  having  the  greater  part  of  it  brought  to  their 
recollection. 

Captain  James  Cook  **  possessed,"  says  the  writer 
"in  an  eminent  degi^j,  all  the  qualifications  requi- 
site for  his  profession  and  great  undertakings ;  loge- 
iher  with  the  amiable  and  worthy  qualities  of  tlie  best 
men. 

**  Cool  and  deliberate  :n  judging:  sagacious  in  de- 
termining :  active  in  executing :  steady  and  perse- 
vering in  enterprising  from  vigilance  and  unremillinn^ 
caution  :  unsubdued  by  labour,  difliculties,  and  disap- 
pointments :  fertile  in  expedients:  never  wanting  pre- 
sence of  mind  ;  always  possessing  himself,  and  tlie  lull 
use  of  a  sound  understanding. 

**  Mild,  just,  but  exact  in  discipline:  he  was  afallier 
to  his  piHiple,  who  were  attached  to  him  from  affeclion, 
and  obedient  from  confidence. 

**  His  knowledge,  his  experience,  his  sagacity,  ren- 
dered him  so  entirely  master  of  his  subject,  that  the 
greatest  obstacles  were  surmounted,  and  the  most  dan- 
gerous navigations  became  easy,  and  almost  safe,  under 
iiis  direction. 

*'  By  his  benevolent  and  unabaling  attention  to  the 
welfare  of  his  ship's  company,  he  discovered  and  in- 
troduced a  system  for  the  preservation  of  the  health  ol 
seamen  in  long  voyages,  which  has  proved  wondurliilly 
etlicacious. 

**  The  death  of  this  eminent  and  valuable  man  was 
a  loss  to  mankind  in  general ;  and  particularly  to  he 
deplored  by  every  nation  that  respects  useful  acconi- 
plishmenls,  that  honours  science,  and  loves  the  bene- 
volent and  umi.ble  affections  of  the  heart.  It  is  still 
more  to  be  dej  lorcd  by  this  country,  which  may  justly 
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boast  of  having  prodnced  a  man  hitherto  nneqnalled 
for  nantical  talents ;  and  that  sorrow  is  farther  aggra- 
vated by  the  reflection,  that  liis  conntry  was  deprived 
of  this  ornament  by  the  enmity  of  a  people,  from 
whom,  indeed,  it  might  have  been  dreaded,  but  from 
whom  it  was  not  deserved.  For,  actuated  always  by 
the  most  attentive  care  and  tender  compassion  for 
the  savages  in  general,  this  excellent  man  was  ever  as- 
siduously endeavouring",  by  kind  treatment,  to  dissi- 
pate their  fears,  and  court  their  friendship;  overlook- 
ing their  thefts  and  treacheries,  and  frequently  inter- 
posing, at  the  hazard  of  his  life,  to  protect  them  from 

the  sudden  resentment  of  !:is  own  injured  people. 

"Traveller!  contemplate,  admire,  revere,  and  emu- 
late this  great  master  in  his  prcd'ession  ;  whose  skill 
and  labours  have  enlarged  natural  philosophy  ;  have 
extended  nautical  science ;  and  have  disclosed  the 
long-concealed  and  admirable  arrangements  of  the  Al- 
mighty in  the  formation  of  this  globe,  and,  at  the  same 
lime,  the  arrogance  of  mortals,  in  ))resuniing  to  ac- 
count, by  their  speculations,  lor  the  laws  by  which  he 
was  pleased  to  create  it.  It  is  now  discovered,  beyond 
all  doubl,  thai  the  same  great  Being  who  created  the 
universe  by  his  Jlat,  by  the  same  ordairiod  our  earth  to 
keep  a  just  poise,  without  a  corresponding  southern 
continent,  and  it  does  so.  Jle  stretches  out  the  north 
over  the  empty  placey  and  hamjeth  the  earth  upon  nothing. 
Job  xxvi.  7. 

"  If  the  arduous  but  exact  researches  of  this  extra- 
ordinary man  have  not  discovered  a  new  world,  they 
have  discovered  seas  unnavigaled  and  unknown  before, 
Tiioy  have  made  us  acquainted  with  islands,  people, 
and  productions  of  which  we  had  no  conception.  And 
if  he  has  not  been  so  iortunale  as  Americus,  to  J?ive 
his  name  to  a  continent,  his  pretensions  to  such  a  dis- 
tinction remain  unrivalled;  and  he  will  be  revered 
while  there  remains  a  page  of  his  own  mt)dest  account 
of  his  voyages,  and  as  long  as  mariners  and  geogra- 
phers shall  be  instructed  by  his  new  map  of  the 
southern  hemisphere,  to  trace  the  various  courses  and 
discoveries  he  has  made. 
"  if  public  services  merit  public  acknowledgments; 
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if  the  man,  who  adorned  and  raised  the  fame  of  lii^ 
country,  is  deserving  of  honours,  then  Captain  Couk 
deserves  to  have  a  niouument  raised  to  his  memory,  by 
a  generous  and  grateful  nation. 

'  Yirlutis  uberrimum  aliniontum  est  honos.' 

Val.  Maximus,  lib.  ii.  cap. 6." 

The  la!it  character  I  shall  here  insert  of  Captain 
Cook,  comes  from  a  learned  writer,  who,  in  conse- 
quence of  some  disagreements  which  are  understood  to 
have  subsisted  between  him  and  our  great  navigator, 
cannot  be  suspected  of  intending  to  celebrate  him  ia 
the  language  of  flattery.     Dr.  Ileinhold  Forster,  havin<j 
given  a  short  account  of  the  captain's  death,  adds  as 
follows  :  **  Thus  fell  this  truly  glorious  and  justly  ad- 
mired navigator.     If  w^e  consider  his  extreme  abilities, 
both  natural  and  acquired,  the  firmness  and  constancy 
of  his  mind,  his  truly  paternal  care  for  the  crew  in- 
trusted   to  him.  the   amiable  manner  with  which  lie 
knew  how  to  gain  the  friendship  of  all  the  savage  and 
uncultivated  nations,  and   even  his  conduct  towards 
his  friends  and  acquaintance,  we  must  acknowledge 
him  to  have  been  one  of  the  greatest  meu  of  his  zge, 
and  that  reason  justifies  the  tear  which  friendship  pays 
t^  his  memory."     After  sucii  an  encomium  on  Captain 
Cook,  less  regard  may  justly  be  paid  to  the  deductions 
from  it,  which  are  added  by  Dr.  Forster.     What  lie 
liath  said   concerning  the  captain's  temper,  seems  to 
have  received  a  tincture  of  exaggeraliisn,  from  preju- 
dice and  personal  animosity ;  and  the  Doctor's  insinu- 
ation, that  our  navigator  obstructed  Lieutenant  Pick- 
ersgill's  promotion,  is,  1  have  good  reason  to  believe, 
wholly   groundless.      'I'liere   is   another   error   which 
must  not  pass  unnoticed.     Dr.  Forster  puts  in   his  cii- 
veat  against  giving  the  name  ol  Cook's  Straits  to  the 
Straits    between    Asia    and  America,   discovered    by 
Beeri ng.     13 ut  if  the  Doctor  had  read  the  Vovage  to 
the  Pacific  Ocean,  published  by  authority,  he  would 
have  seen,  that  there  was  no  design  of  robbing  Boerin;; 
of  the  honour  to  which  he  was  entitled. 

From  a  survey  of  Captain  Cook's  character,  it  is 
natural  to  extend  our  relleclions  to  the  effects  ot  the 
several  expeditions  in  which  he  was  engaged.     Thcbc, 
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indeed,  must  have  largely  appeared  in  the  general  his- 
tory of  his  Life ;  and  they  have  finely  been  displayed 
by  Dr.  Douglas,  in  his  admirable  Introduction  to  the 
Voyage  to  the  Pacific  Ocean.  Under  the  conduct  of 
so  able  a  guide,  I  shall  subjoin  a  short  view  of  the 
subject. 

It  must,  liowever,  be  observed,  that,  with  regard  lo 
the  three  principal  consequences  of  our  great  navigator's 
transactions,  I  have  nothing  farther  to  oiler.  These 
are,  his  having  dispelled  Ihe  illusion  of  a  Terra  Aus- 
trails  Incognita ;  his  demonstration  of  the  impractica- 
bility of  a  northern  passage  from  the  Pacific  to  the 
Atlantic  Ocean ;  and  his  having  established  a  sure  me- 
thod of  preserving  the  health  of  seamen  in  the  longest 
voyages,  and  through  every  variety  of  latitude  and 
climate.  Concerning  each  of  these  capital  objects,  I 
have  already  so  fully  spoken,  that  it  is  not  in  my  power 
to  add  to  the  impression  of  their  importance,  and  of 
Captain  Cook's  merits  in  relation  to  them,  which,  I 
trust  is  firmly  fixed  on  the  mind  of  every  reader. 

It  is  justly  remarked,  by  Dr.  Douglas,  that  one 
great  advantage  accruing  to  the  world  from  our  late 
surveys  of  the  globe,  is,  that  they  have  confuted  fan- 
ciful theories,  too  likely  to  give  birth  to  impracticable 
undertakings.  The  ingenious  reveries  of  speculative 
philosophers,  which  have  so  long  amused  the  learned, 
and  raised  the  most  sanguine  expectations,  are  now 
obliged  to  submit,  perhaps  with  reluctance,  to  the 
sober  dictates  of  truth  and  experience.  Nor  will  it 
be  only  by  discouraging  future  unprofitable  sertrches, 
that  the  late  voyages  will  be  of  service  to  mankind, 
but  also  by  lessening  the  dangers  and  distresses  for- 
merly experienced  in  those  seas  which  are  within  the 
actual  line  of  commerce  and  navigation.  From  the 
ih'ilish  discoveries,  many  commercial  improvements 
may  be  expected  to  arise  in  our  own  times  :  but,  in  fu- 
ture ages,  such  improvements  may  be  extended  lo  a 
degree,  of  which,  at  present,  we  have  no  conception. 
Jn  the  long  chain  of  causes  and  effects,  no  one  can 
tell  how  widely  and  beneficially  the  mutual  intercourse 
ol  I'le  various  inhabitants  of  the  earth  may  hereafter 
be  caiiied  on,  in  consequence  of  the  means  of  facilita- 
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iin|!;  ii,  wliicli  have  been  explored  and  pointed  out  by 
Captain  Cook. 

The  interests  of  science,  as  well  as  of  commtjrce, 
stand  hig;hly  indebted  to  this  illustrious  naviu^alnr. 
That  a  knowledgje  of  tlie  globe  on  which  we  live  is  a 
very  desirable  object,  no  one  can  call  in  question. 
This  is  an  object  which,  while  it  is  ardently  pursued 
bj  tl>e  most  enlightened  philosophers,  is  sought  loi- 
with  avidity,  even  by  those  whose  studies  do  not  carry 
them  beyond  the  lowest  rudiments  of  learning.  It 
need  not  be  said  what  gratification  Captain  Cook  halh 
provided  for  the  world  in  this  respect.  Before  the 
voyages  of  the  present  reign  took  phice,  nearly  hail" 
the  surface  of  the  earth  was  hidden  in  obscurity  and 
confusion.  From  the  discoveries  of  our  navigator, 
geography  has  assumed  a  new  face,  and  become,  in  a 
great  measure,  a  new  science ;  having  attained  to  sucli 
a  completion,  as  io  leave  only  some  less  important  purls 
of  the  globe  to  be  explored  by  future  voyagers  *. 

Happily  for  the  advancement  of  knowledge,  acqui- 
sitions cannot  he  obtained  in  any  one  branch,  without 
leading  to  acqni^>iti(Mls  in  other  branches,  of  equal,  and 
perha]>s  of  superior  consequence.  New  oceans  cannot 
be  traversed,  or  new  countries  visited,  without  pre- 
senting fresh  objects  of  speculation  and  inquiry,  and 
carrying  the  practice,  as  well  as  the  theory,  of  |»lii- 
tosophy  to  a  higher  degree  of  perfection.  Nautical 
astronomy^  in  particular,  was  in  its  infancy,  when  tliu 
late  voyages  were  first  undertaken;  but,  during  llie 
prosecution  of  them,  and  especially  in  Captain  Cook's 
last  expedition,  even  many  of  the  petty  ollicers  could 
observe  the  distance  of  the  moon  from  the  sun,  or  a 
star,  the  most  delicate  of  all  observations,  with  snili 
cient  accuracy.  As  for  the  ollicers  of  superior  rank, 
they  would  have  felt  themselves  ashamed  to  have  \{ 
thought  that  they  did  not  know  how  to  observe  lor, 
and  compute  the  time  at  sea;  though  such  a  thing  '>a(j, 
a  little  befor'?,  scarcely  been  heard  of  among  Roamcii. 
Nay,  first-rate  philosophers  had  doubted  tJie  possihiiit)' 
of  doing  it  w!t!i  the  exactness  that  could   be  wished. 

*  Lieutenanf  Robcile's  adniii able  chart  will  sel  \\m  inatffr 
m  Mie  ^ront^cst  light. 
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It  must,  however,  be  remembered,  that  a  large  share  of 
praise  is  due  to  the  Board  of  Longitude,  for  the  pro- 
ficiency of  the  gentlemen  of  the  navy  in  taking  obser- 
vations at  sea.  In  consequence  of  the  attention  of 
that  board  to  this  important  object,  liberal  rewards 
have  been  given  to  mathematicians  for  perfecting  the 
lunar  tables,  and  facilitating  calculations;  and  artists 
have  been  amply  encouraged  in  the  construction  of 
instruments  and  watches,  much  more  accurately  and 
completely  adapted  to  the  purposes  of  navigation  than 
formerly  existed. 

I^  is  needless  to  mention  what  a  quantity  of  addi- 
tional information  has  been  gained  with  respect  to  the 
rise  and  times  of  the  flowing  of  the  tides  ;  the  direc- 
tion and  force  of  currents  at  sea ;  and  the  cause  and 
nature  of  the  polarity  of  the  needle,  and  the  theory  of 
its  variations.  Natural  knowledge  has  been  increased 
hy  experifnents  on  the  ellects  of  gravity  in  different 
and  very  distant  places ;  and  from  Captain  Cook's 
having  penetrated  so  far  into  the  Southern  Ocean,  it  is 
now  ascertained,  that  the  phaDuomenon,  usually  called 
the  Aurora  Borealis^  is  not  peculiar  to  high  northern 
latitudes,  but  belongs  equally  to  all  cold  climates, 
whether  they  be  north  or  south. 

Amidst  the  different  branches  of  science  that  have 
been  promoted  by  the  late  expeditions,  there  is  none, 
perhaps,  that  stands  so  highly  indebted  to  them  as  the 
science  of  botany.  At  least  twelve  hundred  new  plants 
have  been  added  to  the  known  system  ;  and  large  ac- 
cessions of  intelligemce  have  accrued  with  regard  to 
evei/  other  part  of  natural  history.  This  point  has 
already  been  evinced  by  the  writings  of  Dr.  Sparrman, 
of  the  two  l^'orsters,  father  and  son,  and  of  iSlr.  Pen- 
nant; and  this  pivint  will  illustriously  be  inanifeN*cd, 
^vhen  the  great  work  of  Sir  Joseph  Banks  shall  be  ac- 
complished, and  given  to  the  w«,rld. 

it  is  not  to  the  enlargement  of  natural  knowledge 
ordy,  that  the  effects  arising  from  Captain  CooL's  v€^' 
ai!;esare  to  t<e  coniined.  Another  iiupor{^'»»  obj««*'  A 
study  has  been  opened  by  llwMn;  and  that  is,  .  ^  .iwOy 
<d  human  nature,  in  situations  va-ioiis,  inlcresltng, 
and  uncommon,    'i'he  islands  visited  in  the  centre  Kyi 
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the  Soulh  Pacific  Ocean,  and  the  principal  scenes  oi 
the  uperaliuns  of   our   discoverers,   were  untrodden 
ground.    As  the  inhabilants,  so  far  as  could  be  ob- 
served, had  continued,  Irom  their  original  settlement, 
unmixed  with  an)^  different  tribe ;  as  they  had  been 
left  entirel}'  to  their  own  powers  for  every  art  of  life, 
and  to  their  own  remote  traditions  for  every  political 
or  religions  custom  or  institution;  as  they  were  un- 
informed by  science,  and  unimproved  by  education, 
they  could  not  but  afford  many  subjects  of  specula- 
tion to  an  inquisitive  and  philosophical  mind.     Hence 
may  be  collected  a  variety    of  important  facts  with 
respect  to  the  state  of  man  ;  with  respect  to  his  attain- 
ments and  deficiencies,  his  virtues  and  vices,  his  em- 
ployments and  diversions,  his  feelings,  manners,  and 
customs,  in  a  certain  period  of  society.     Even  the  cu- 
riosities which   have   been   brought  from    the  disco- 
Tered  islands,  and  which  enrich  the  British  Museum, 
and  the  late  Sir  Ashton  Lever's  repository, may  be  con- 
sidered as  a  valuable  acquisition  to  this  country ;  as  sup- 
plying no  small  fund  of  information  and  entertainment. 
Few  inquiries  are  more  interesting  than  those  whicii 
relate  to  the  migrations  of  the  various  families  or 
tribes  that  have  peopled  the  earth.     It  was  known  in 
general,  that  the  Asiatic  nation,  called  Malayans,  pos- 
sessed, in  former  times,  much  the  greatest  trade  in  the 
Indies;  and  that  they  frequented,  with  their  merchant 
ships,  not  only  all  the  coasts  of  Asia,  but  ventured 
over  even  to  the  coasts  of  Africa,  and  particularly  to 
the  great  island  of  Madagascar.     But  that,  from  Ma- 
dagasear  to  the  Marquesas  and  Easier  Island,  that  is, 
nearly  from  the  east  side  of  Africa,  till  we  approach 
towards  the  west  side  of  America,  a  space  including 
above  half  the  circumference  of  the  globe,  the  .same 
nation  of  the  oriental  world  should   have  made  their 
.settlements,  and  founded  colonies  throughout  almost 
every  intermediate  stage  of   this  immense   tract,  iu 
islands  at  amazing  distances  from  the  mother  continent, 
and  the  natives  ol  which  were  ignorant  of  each  other's 
existence — is  an  historical  fact,   that,  before  Captain 
Cook's  voyages,  could  be  but  very  imperfectly  known. 
He  it  is  who  hath  discovered  a  vast  number  of  new 
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spots  of  land  lurking  in  the  bosom  of  the  South  Va- 
citic  Ocean,  all  the  inhabitants  of  which  display 
striking  evidences  of  their  having  derived  their  descent 
from  one  common  Asiatic  original.  Nor  is  this  appa- 
rent solely  from  a  similarity  of  customs  and  institu- 
tions, but  is  established  by  a  proof  which  conveys 
irresistible  conviction  to  the  mind,  and  that  is,  the 
allinity  of  language.  The  collections  that  have  been 
made  of  the  words  which  are  used  in  the  widely<dif- 
fused  islands  and  countries  that  have  lately  been 
visited,  cannot  fail,  in  the  hands  of  such  men  as  a 
Bryant  and  a  Marsden,  to  throw  much  light  on  the 
origin  of  nations,  and  the  peopling  of  the  globe. — 
From  Mr.  Marsden,  in  particular,  who  has  devoted  his 
atteiition,  time,  and  study  to  this  curious  subject,  the 
literary  world  may  hereafter  expect  to  be  highly  in- 
structed and  entertained. 

There  is  another  family  of  the  earth,  concerning 
which  new  information  has  been  derived  from  the  voy- 
ages of  our  British  navigators.  That  the  Esquimaux, 
who  had  hitherto  only  been  found  sealed  on  the  coasts 
of  Labradore  and  Hudson's  Bay,  agreed  with  the 
Greenlanders  in  every  circumstance  of  customs,  man- 
ners, and  language,  which  could  demonstrate  an  ori- 
ginal identity  of  nation,  had  already  been  ascertained. 
But  that  the  same  tribe  now  actually  inhabit  the 
islands  and  coasts  on  the  west  side  of  North  America, 
opposite  Kamtsclialka,  was  a  discovery,  the  comple- 
tion of  which  was  reserved  for  Captain  Cook.  From 
his  account  it  appears  that  these  people  have  extended 
their  migrations  to  Norton  Sound,  Oonalashka,  and 
Prince  William's  Sound  ;  that  is,  to  nearly  the  dis- 
tance of  fifteen  hundred  leagues  from  their  stations  in 
Greenland,  and  the  coast  of  Labradore.  Nor  does  this 
curious  fact  rest  merely  on  the  evidence  arising  from 
similitude  of  manners  :  for  it  stands  confirmed  by  a 
tii!>le  of  words,  exhibiting  such  an  affinity  of  language 
as  will  remove  every  doubt  from  the  mind  of  the  most 
scrnpnious  inquirer. 

Other  questions  there  are,  of  a  very  important  na- 
ture, the  solution  of  which  will  now  be  rendered  more 
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easy  than  Iiaih  heretofore  been  apprehended.  From 
the  full  confirmation  of  the  vicinity  of  the  two  con- 
tinents of  Asia  and  America,  it  can  no  longer  be  repre- 
sented as  ridiculous  to  believe,  that  the  former  fur- 
nished inhabitants  to  the  latter,  hy  the  facts  recenliy 
discovered,  a  credibility  is  added  to  the  Mosaic  ac- 
count of  the  peopling;  of  the  earth.  That  account  will, 
1  doubt  not,  stand  the  test  of  the  most  learned  and 
rigorous  investigation.  Indeed,  I  have  long  been  con- 
vinced, after  the  closest  medilalio'i  of  which  1  am  ca- 
pable, that  sound  philosophy  and  genuine  revelation 
never  militate  against  each  other.  The  rational  friends 
of  religion  are  so  far  from  dreading  the  spirit  of  in- 
quiry, that  they  wish  for  nothing  more  than  a  candid, 
calm,  and  impartial  examination  of  the  subject,  accord- 
ing to  all  the  lights  which  the  improved  reason  and 
the  enlarged  science  of  man  can  aObrd. 

One  great  ellect  of  the  voyages  made  under  the  con- 
duct of  Captain  Cook,  is  their  having  excited  a  zeal 
for  similar  undertakings.  Other  princes  and  other 
nations  are  engaged  in  expeditions  of  navigation  and 
discovery.  By  order  of  the  French  government, 
Mess,  de  la  Perouse  and  de  Langle  sailed  from  Brest, 
in  August,  1785,  in  the  frigates  lioussoleand  Aslroloobe, 
on  an  enterprise,  the  express  purpose  of  which  was  the 
improvement  of  geography,  astronomy,  natural  history, 
and  philosophy,  and  to  collect  accounts  of  customs  and 
manners.  For  ihe  more  eileclual  prosecution  of  the  de- 
sign, several  gentlemen  were  appointed  to  go  out  upon 
the  voyage,  who  were  known  to  excel  in  dillerent  de- 
partments of  science  and  literaiure.  M.  Dagelel  went 
as  astronomer  ;  M.  de  la  Martiniere,  P.  Recevour,  and 
M.  de  la  Fresne,  as  naturalists ;  and  the  Chevalier  de 
Lamanon  and  M.  Monges,  junior,  as  natural  philoso- 
phers. The  ollicers  of  the  tioussole  were  men  of  I  lie 
best  information,  and  the  iirmest  resolution  :  and  llie 
crew  contained  a  number  of  artificers,  in  various  kinds 
of  mechanic  employments.  Marine  watches,  and  (jllier 
instruments,  were  provided  ;  and  M.  Dagelet  was  par- 
ticularly directed  to  make  observations  with  M.  C'lii- 
damine's  invariable  pendulum,  to  determine  the  dil- 
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Terences  in  gravity,  and  to  ascertain  the  true  propor- 
tion of  the  equatorial  to  tiie  polar  diameter  of  the 
eartii.  From  some  accounts  which  have  already  been 
received  of  these  voyagers,  it  appears,  that  they  have 
explored  the  coast  of  California;  have  adjusted  the 
situation  of  more  than  fifty  places,  almost  wholly  un- 
known ;  and  have  visited  Owhyhee,  and  the  rest  of  tho 
Sandwich  islands.  When  the  expedition  shall  be 
completed,  the  whole  result  of  it  will  doubtless  be  laid 
before  the  public*. 

Although  Captain  Cook  has  made  such  vast  disco- 
veries in  the  Northern  Ocean,  on  and  between  the  east 
of  Asia  and  the  west  coast  of  America,  Mr.  Coxe  has 
well  shown  that  there  is  still  room  for  a  farther  in- 
veslig^ation  of  that  part  of  the  world.  Accordingly, 
the  object  has  been  taken  up  by  the  Empress  of  Russia, 
who  has  committed  the  conduct  of  the  enterprise  to 
Cuplain  Billings,  an  Knulishman  in  her  majesty's  ser- 
vice. As  Captain  Billings  was  with  Captain  Cook  in 
his  last  voyage,  he  may  reasonably  be  supposed  to  be 
properly  qualified  for  the  business  he  has  undertaken. 
The  design,  with  the  execution  of  which  he  is  in- 
trusted, appears  to  be  very  extensive  and  important; 
and,  if  it  should  be  crowned  with  success,  cannot  fail 
of  making  considerable  additions  to  the  knowledge  of 
geography  and  navigation. 

There  is  one  event  at  home,  which  has  evidently  re- 
sulted from  Captain  Cook's  discoveries,  and  which, 
therefore,  must  not  be  omitted.  What  I  refer  to,  is 
the  setlknient  at  Botany  Bay.  With  the  general  po- 
licy of  this  measure  the  present  narrative  lias  not  any 
concern.  The  plan,  I  doubt  not,  has  been  adopted 
Nvilh  the  best  intentions,  alter  the  maturest  delibera- 
tion, and  perha|)s  with  consummate  wisdom.  One 
evident  advantage  arising  from  it  is,  that  it  will  ell'ec- 
luully  prevent  a  number  of  unhappy  wretches  from  re- 

*  An  account  of  this  voyatje  diirins:  the  years  17ri5,  1785, 
^"7)  and  I7<ii^,  JiH8  been  published  in  trance,  tVoin  papeis 
Iraiisiiiitied  ai  dirterent  tiniea  by  La  Perouse  ',  but  nothing 
si|ice  the  year  1788  has  been  received  relitlive  lo  the  progress 
of  the  voyage,  or  the  fate  of  the  voyagers,  who  are  all  supposed 
to  have  perished  by  shipwreck. 
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itiinin^  to  ilieir  former  scones  of  temptalion  and  guilt, 
aild  may  open  lo  lliem  the  means  of  industrious  sub- 
sistence and  moral  reformation.  If  it  be  wisely  and 
prudently  begun  and  conducted,  who  can  tell  what  be- 
neficial consequences  may  spring  from  it,  in  future 
apfcs?  Immortal  Rome  is  said  to  have  risen  from  the 
refuse  of  mankind. 

While  we  are  considerino;  the  advantages  the  dis- 
coverers liavo  derived  from  the  late  navij;:alions,  a  ques- 
tion naturally  occurs,  which  is,  What  beuelits  liave 
hence  accrued  to  the  discovered?  It  would  be  a  source 
of  the  highest  pleasure  lo  be  able  to  answer  this  ques- 
tion to  complete  satisfaction.  But  it  must  be  acknow- 
ledged, that  the  subject  is  not  wholly  free  from  doubts 
and  diflicullies  ;  and  these  doubts  anil  difKcullies  nii^lit 
be  enlarged  upon,  and  exaggerated,  by  an  imagination 
which  is  rather  disposed  to  contemplate  and  represent 
the  dark  than  the  luminous  aspect  of  human  nfruits. 
In  one  respect,  Mr.  Samwell  has  endeavoured  to  show, 
that  the  natives  of  the  lately-explored  parts  of  the 
world,  and  especially  so  far  as  relates  to  the  Sandwich 
Islands,  were  not  injured  by  our  people ;  and  it  was 
the  constant  solicitude  and  care  of  Captain  Cook,  that 
evil  might  not  be  communicated  in  any  one  place  to 
which  he  came.  If  he  was  universally  successful,  the 
good  which,  in  various  cases,  he  was  instrumental  in 
producing,  will  be  rellected  upon  with  the  more  pecu- 
liar satisfaction. 

There  is  an  essential  difTerence  between  the  voyaji^es 
that  have  lately  been  undertaken,  and  many  which 
have  been  carried  on  in  former  times.  None  of  my 
readers  can  be  ignorant  of  Ihe  horrid  cruelties  that 
were  exercised  by  the  conquerors  of  Mexico  and 
Peru;  cruelties  which  can  never  be  remembered,  with- 
out blushing  for  religion  rtnd  human  nature.  But  to 
undertake  expeditions  with  a  design  of  civilizing  the 
world,  and  meliorating  its  condition,  is  a  noble  ob- 
ject. The  recesses  of  the  globe  were  investigated  by 
Captain  Cook,  not  to  enlarge  private  dominion,  but  to 
promote  general  knowledge ;  the  new  tribes  of  the 
earth  were  visited  as  friends ;  and  an  acquaintance 
with  their  existence  was  sought  for,  in  order  lo  bring 
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llietti  williin  lhe*pale  of  the  olHces  of  humanity,  and  to 
relieve  the  wants  of  their  imperfect  stale  of  society. 
Such  were  the  benevolent  views  which  our  navigator 
wa;>  (commissioned  by  his  majesty  to  carry  into  execu- 
tion  ;  and  there  is  reason  to  hope  that  they  will  not  bo 
wholly  unsuccessful.     From  the  long-continued   inter- 
course with  the  natives  of  the  Friendly,  Society,  and 
Sandwich  Islands,  some  rays  of  light  must  have  darted 
on  their  infant  minds.     The  uncommon  objects  which 
have  been  presented  to  their  observation,  and  excited 
their  surprise,  will  naturally  tend  to  enlarge  their  stock 
of  ideas,  and  to  furnish  new  materials  for  the  exercise 
(if  their  reasonable  faculties.     It  is  no  small  addition 
to  their  comforts  of  life,  and   their  immediate  enjoy- 
ments, that  will  be  derived  from  the  introduction  of 
our  useful  animals  and  vegetables ;  and  if  the  only  be- 
nefit they  should  ever  receive  from  the  visits  of  the 
Mn;r|isli,  should   be  the  havin<r  obtained  fresh  means 
of  sii!>sistence,  that  must  be  considered  as  a  great  ac- 
quisition. 

lint  may  not  our  hopes  be  extended  to  still  nobler 
objects?    The  connexion  which  has  been  opened  with 
these  remote  inhabitants  of  the  world,  is  the  first  step 
toward  their  improvement;  and  consequences  may  How 
tVoni  il,  which  are  far  beyond  our  present  conceptions. 
i    Perhaps,  our  late  voyages  may  be  the  means  appointed 
I   by  Providence,  of  spreading^,  in  due  time,  the  bless- 
i   iiiirs  uf  civilization  among  the  numerous  Iribes^of  iho 
I   South  Pacific  Ocean,  and  preparing  them  for  holding 
I   an  honourable  rank  among  the  nations  of  the  earth. 
I    Thrre  cannot  be  a  more  laudable  attempt,  than  that  of 
I  eadeavouring  to   rescue  millions  of  our  iellow-crea- 
tures  from  that  slate  of  humiliation  in  which  they  now 
exist.     Nothing  can  more  essentially  contribute  to  the 
■fi  atluinmenl  of  Ihis  great  end,  than  a  wise  and  rational 
inlroc  uctiun  of  the  Christian  religion;  an  introduction 
of  il  iij  it:i  <T;enuine  simplicity  ;  as  holding  out  the  wor- 
ship 01  'Hid  God,  inculcating  the  purest  morality,  and 
proiMisingelernal  life  as  tho  reward  of  obedience.  Theso 
ai  e  views  of  liiings  which  are  adapted  lo  general  compre- 
liension,  and  calculated  to  product  the  noblest  elfccls . 
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Considering^  the  eminent  abilities  displajet]  by  Cap- 
tain Cook,  and  the  mighty  actions  pert'ormod  by  him, 
it  is  not  surprising  that  his  memory  should  he  held  in 
the  highest  estimation,  both  at  home  and  abroad. 
Perhaps,  indeed,  greater  honour  is  paid  to  his  name 
abroad  than  at  home.  Foreigners,  I  am  informed,  look 
np  to  him  with  an  adn*iration  which  is  not  equalled  in 
this  country.  A  remarnabie  proof  of  it  occurs,  in  the 
eulogy  of  our  navigator,  by  Michael  Angelo  Gianetti, 
which  was  read  at  the  royal  Florentine  academy,  on 
the  9lh  of  Juno,  1785)  and  published  at  Florence,  in 
the  same  year.  Not  having  seen  it,  I  am  deprived  of 
the  power  of  doing  justice  to  its  merit.  If  1  am  not 
mistaken  in  my  recollection,  one  of  the  French  literary 
academies  has  proposed  a  prize  for  the  best  enlogium 
on  Captain  Cook  ;  and  there  can  be  no  doubt  but  that 
several  candidates  will  appear  upon  the  occasion,  and 
exert  the  whole  force  of  their  eloquence  on  so  interest- 
ing a  subject. 

To  the  applauses  of  our  navigator,  which  have  al- 
ready been  inserted,  I  cannot  avoid  adding  some  po- 
etical testimonies  concerning  him.  The  iirst  I  sIihII 
produce  is  from  a  foreign  poet,  M.  TAbbe  liisle.  This 
gentleman  has  concluded  his  **  Les  Jardins''  with  an 
encomium  on  Captain  Cook^  of  which  the  following,' 
lines  are  a  translation. 


*'  Give,  give  me  flowers :  with  garlands  of  renown 
Those  glorious  exiles'  brows  my  hands  shall  crown, 
Who  nobly  sought  on  distant  coasts  to  find, 
Or  thither  bore  those  arts  that  bless  mankind  : 
Thee  chief,  brave  Cook,  o'er  whom,  to  nature  dear, 
With  Britain,  Gallia  drops  the  pitying  tear. 
To  foreign  climes  and  rude,  where  nought  before 
Annoanc'd  our  vessels  but  their  cannons'  roar, 
Far  other  gifts  thy  better  mind  decreed. 
The  sheep,  the  heifer,  and  the  stately  steed ; 
The  plough,  and  all  thy  conntry's  arts;  the  crimes 
Atoning  thus  of  earlier  savage  times. 
With  peace  each  land  thy  bark  was  wont  to  hail, 
And  tears  and  blessings  till'd  thy  parting  sail. 
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Receive  a  stranger's  praise;  nor,  Britain,,  thou 

Forbid  these  wreaths  to  grace  thy  Hero's  brow, 

Nor  scorn  the  tribute  of  a  foreign  song". 

Fur  Virtue's  sons  to  every  land  belong : 

And  shall  the  Gallic  Muse  disdain  to  pay 

The  meed  of  worth,  when  Lewis  leads  the  way  ? 

Bui  what  avairdythal  twice  thou  dar'dst  to  try 

The  frost-bound  sea,  and  twice  the  burning  sky. 

That  by  winds,  waves,  and  every  realm  rever'd, 

Sale,  only  safe,  thy  sacred  vessel  steer'd  ; 

Tliat  war  for  thee  forgot  its  dire  commands  ? 

The  world's  great  friend,  ah!  bleeds  by  savage  hands." 

There  have  not  been  wanting  elegant  writers  of  onr 
own  country,  who  have  embraced  with  pleasure  the 
opportunities  that  have  offered  of  paying  a  tribute  of 
praise  to  Captain  Cook.  The  ingenious  and  amiable 
Miss  Hannah  More  has  lately  seized  an  occasion  of 
celebrating  the  humane  intentions  of  the  captain's  dis" 
coveries. 

**  Had  those  advent'rous  spirits,  who  explore 
Through  ocean's  trackless  wastes,  the  far-sought  shore. 
Whether  of  wealth  insatiate,  or  of  power, 
Conquerors  who  waste,  or  rufTians  who  devour : 
Had  these  possess'd,  O  Cook  !  thy  gentle  mind, 
Tliy  love  of  arts,  thy  love  of  humankind ; 
Had  these  pursu'd  thy  mild  and  lib'ral  plan. 
Discoverers  had  not  been  a  curse  to  man  ! 
Tiien,  bless'd  Philanthropy  !  thy  social  hands 
Had  link'd  dissever'd  worlds  in  brothers'  bands; 
Careless,  if  colour,  or  if  clime  divide  ; 
Then  lov'd,  and  loving,  man  had  liv'd,  and  died." 

Soon  after  the  account  arrived  in  England  of  Cap- 
tain Cook's  decease,  two  poems  were  published  in  ce- 
lebration of  his  memory;  one  of  which  was  an  Ode, 
by  a  Mr.  Fitzgerald,  of  Gray's  Inn.  But  the  first,  both 
in  order  of  time  and  of  merit,  Wtis  an  Elegy,  by  Miss 
Seward,  whose  poetical  talents  have  been  displayed  in 
many  beautiful  instances  to  the  publio.  This  lady,  in 
the  beginning  of  her  poem,  has  admirably  represented 
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the  principle  of  humanilj  by  which  the  captain  was 
actuated  in  his  andertakiogs. 

**  Ye,  who  ere  while  for  Cook's  illustrious  brow 
Plucked  the  green  laurel,  and  the  oaken  bough, 
Hung  the  gay  garlands  on  the  trophied  oars. 
And  pour'd  his  fame  along  a  thousand  shoren, 
Strike  the  slow  death-bell ! — weave  the  sacred  verse, 
And  strew  the  cypress  o'er  his  honoured  hearse ; 
In  sad  procession  wander  round  the  shrine, 
And  weep  him  mortal,  whom  ye  sung  divine  ! 

**  Say  first,  what  Pow*r  inspired  his  dauntless  breast 
With  scorn  of  danger,  and  inglorious  rest, 
To  quit  imperial  London's  gorgeous  plains. 
Where,  rob*d  in  thousand  tints,  bright  Pleasure  reigns  P 
What  Pow'r  inspired  his  dauntless  breast  to  brave 
The  scorcird  Equator,  and  th'  Antarctic  wave? 
Climes,  where  fierce  suns  in  cloudless  ardours  shine, 
And  pour  the  dazzling  deluge  round  the  Line ; 
The  realms  of  frost,  where  icy  mountains  rise, 
'Mid  the  pale  summer  of  the  polar  skies? — 
It  was  Humanity! — on  coasts  unknown. 
The  shivVing  natives  of  the  frozen  zone, 
And  the  swart  Indian,  as  he  faintly  strays 
*  Where  Cancer  reddens  in  the  solar  blaze,* 
She  bade  him  seek  ; — on  each  inclement  shore 
Plant  the  rich  seeds  of  her  exhauslless  store ; 
Unite  the  savage  hearts,  and  hostile  hands, 
In  the  firm  compact  of  her  gentle  bands ; 
Slrew  her  soft  comforts  o'er  the  barren  plain. 
Sing  her  sweet  lays,  and  consecrate  her  fane. 

**  It  was  Humanity  ! — O  Nymph  divine! 
I  see  thy  light  step  print  the  burning  Line ! 
There  thy  bright  eye  the  dubious  pilot  guides, 
The  faint  oar  struggling  with  the  scalding  tides — 
On  as  thuu  lead'st  the  bold,  the  glorious  prow, 
Mild,  and  more  mild,  the  sloping  sunbeams  glow  -, 
Now  weak  and  pale  the  lessenVl  lustres  play, 
As  round  th'  horizon  rolls  the  timid  day  ; 
Barb'd  with  the  steeled  snow,  the  driving  hail. 
Hush  the  fierce  arrows  of  the  polar  gale  , 
And  through  the  dim,  unvaried,  lingVing  hours, 
Wide  o'er  the  waves  incumbent  horror  low'rs." 
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Captain  Cook's  endeavours  to  serve  the  inhabitants 
of  New  Zealand,  by  the  vesfetables  and  animals  he  left 
among^  them,  are  thus  described  : 

<<  To  these  the  hero  leads  his  living  store. 
And  pours  new  wonders  on  th*  uncultured  shore; 
The  silky  fleece,  fair  fruit,  and  golden  grain  ; 
And  future  herds  and  harvests  bless  the  plain. 
O'er  the  green  soil  his  kids  exulting  play, 
And  sounds  his  clarion  loud  the  bird  of  day ; 
The  downy  goose  her  ruffled  bosom  laves, 
Trims  her  while  wing,  and  wantons  in  the  waves; 
Stern  moves  the  bull  along  tli'  aflVighted  shores, 
And  countless  nations  tremble  as  he  roars.'* 

I  shall  only  add  the  pathetic  and  animated  conclu- 
sion of  this  fine  poem. 

**  But  ah! — aloft  on  Albion's  rocky  steep, 
That  frowns  incumbent  o'er  the  boiling  deep. 
Solicitous,  and  sad,  a  softer  form 
Eyes  the  lone  flood,  and  deprecates  the  storm.' — 
Ill-fated  matron! — for,  alas!  in  vain 
Thy  eager  glances  wander  o'er  the  main  !^- 
*Tis  the  vex'd  billows,  that  insurgent  rave, 
Their  white  foam  silvers  yonder  distant  wave, 
'Tis  not  his  sails ! — thy  husband  comes  no  more  ! 
His  bones  now  whiten  an  accursed  shore ! — 
Retire, — for  hark !  tiie  sea-gull  shrieking  soars. 
The  lurid  atmosphere  portentous  low'rs  ; 
Night's  sullen  spirit  groans  in  ev'ry  gale, 
And  o'er  the  waters  draws  the  darkling  veil, 
Sighs  in  thy  hair,  and  chills  thy  throbbing  breast — 
Go,  wretched  mourner ! — weep  thy  griefs  to  rest ! 

*^  Vet,  though  through  life  is  lost  each  fond  dei^.{;^'^t. 
Though  set  thy  earthly  sun  in  dreary  night. 
Oh !  raise  thy  thoughts  to  yonder  starry  plain, 
And  own  thy  sorrow  selfish,  weak,  and  vain : 
Since,  while  Britannia,  to  his  virtues  just. 
Twines  the  bright  wreath,  and  rears  th'  immortal  bust ; 
While  on  each  wind  of  heav'n  his  fame  shall  rise, 
In  endless  incense  to  the  smiling  skies  ; 
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The  attendant  Power,  that  bade  his  sails  expand, 
And  waft  her  blessings  to  each  barren  land, 
Now  ra|)tiir*d  bears  Iiim  to  tb'  immortal  plains. 
Where  Mercy  hails  him  with  congenial  strains; 
Where  soars,  on  Jo)'*s  white  plume,  his  spirit  tree. 
And  angels  choir  him,  while  he  waits  for  Th !::£." 

Captain  Cook's  discoveries,  among  other  effects,  have 
opened  new  scenes  for  a  poetical  fancy  to  range  in,  and 
presented  new  images  to  the  selection  of  genius  and 
taste.  The  Morais,  in  particular,  of  the  inhabitants  of 
the  South  Sea  Islands,  afford  a  fine  subject  for  the  ex- 
ercise of  a  plaintive  Muse.  Such  a  Aluse  hath  seized 
upon  the  subject;  and,  at  the  same  time,  has  added 
another  wreath  to  the  memory  of  our  navigator.  I  refer 
to  a  lady,  who  hath  already',  in  many  passages  of  her 
•*  Peru,"  in  her  "  Ode  on  the  Peace,"  and,  above  all, 
in  her  **  Irregular  Fragment,"  amply  proved  to  the 
world,  that  she  possesses  not  only  the  talent  of  elegant 
and  harmonious  versification,  but  the  spirit  of  true 
poetry.  The  poem,  which  1  have  now  the  pleasure  of 
giving  for  the  first  time  to  the  public,  and  which  was 
written  at  my  request,  will  be  found  in  the  Appendix. 
It  is  somewhat  remarkable,  that  female  poets  have 
hitherto  been  the  chief  celebrators  of  Captain  Cook 
in  this  country.  Perhaps  a  subject  which  would  fur- 
nish materials  for  as  rich  a  production  as  Camoen's 
Lusiad,  and  which  would  adorn  the  pen  of  a  Hayley 
or  a  Cowper,  may  hereafter  call  forth  the  genius  of 
some  poet  of  the  stronger  sex. 

The  Royal  Society  of  London  could  not  lose  such  a 
member  of  their  body  as  Captain  Cook,  without  being 
anxious  to  honour  his  name  and  memory  by  a  parti- 
cular mark  of  respect.  Accordingly,  it  was  resolved 
to  do  this  by  a  medal;  and  a  voluntary  subscription 
was  opened  for  the  purpose.  To  such  of  the  fellows 
of  the  society  as  subscribed  twenty  guineas,  a  gold 
medal  was  appropriated  :  silver  medals  were  assigned 
to  those  who  contributed  a  smaller  sum;  and  to  each 
of  the  other  members  one  in  bronze  was  given.  The 
subscribers  of  twenty  guineas  were,  Sir  Joseph  Banks, 
president;  the  Prince  of  Auspach,  the  Duke  of  Mon- 
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in^'f  Lord  Mulgrave,  and  Mr.  Cavendish,  Mr.  Peach)', 
Mr.  Perrin,  Mr.  Poll,  and  Mr.  Shuttlewurth.  Many 
designs,  as  niiglit  be  expected,  were  proposed  on  the 
occasion.  The  raedal  which  was  aclnally  struck,  con- 
tains, on  one  side,  tiie  head  of  Captain  Cook  in  profile, 
and  round  it,  jac.  cook  oceani  investigator. 
ACERRiMus  ;  and  on  the  exergue,  reg.  soc.  lond. 
SOCIO  suo.  On  the  reverse  is  a  represenlation  of 
jirilannia,  holding  a  globe.     Round  her  is  inscribed, 

NIL    INTENTATUM     NOSTRI     LIQUERE  ^    and    OU     the 

exergue,  auspiciis  georgii  hi. 

Of  the  gold  medals  which  were  struck  on  this  oc- 
casion, one  was  presented  to  His  Majesty,  another  to 
the  Queen,  and  a  third  to  the  Prince  of  VVales.  Two 
were  sent  abroad  :  the  first  to  the  French  king,  on  ac- 
count of  the  protectiou  he  had  granted  to  the  shi[)S 
under  the  command  of  Captain  Cook ;  and  a  second 
to  the  Empress  of  Russia^  in  whose  dominions  the 
same  ships  had  been  received  and  treated  with  every 
degree  of  friendship  and  kindness.  Both  these  pre- 
sents were  highly  acceptable  to  the  great  personages 
to  whom  they  were  transmitted.  The  French  king 
expressed  his  satisfaction  in  a  very  handsome  letter  to 
the  llojal  Society,  signed  by  himself,  and  undersigned 
by  the  Marquis  de  Vergennes ;  and  the  Empress  of 
Russia  commissioned  Count  Osterman  to  signify  to  Mr. 
Fitzherbert  the  sense  she  entertained  of  the  value  of 
the  present,  and  that  she  had  caused  it  to  be  forthwith 
deposited  in  the  Museum  of  the  Imperial  Academy  of 
Sciences.  As  a  farther  testimony  of  the  pleasure  she 
derived  from  it,  the  Empress  presented  to  the  Royal 
Society  a  large  and  beautiful  gold  medal,  containing 
on  one  side  the  effigies  of  herself,  and  on  the  reverse  a 
representation  of  the  statue  of  Peter  the  Great* 

After  the  general  assignment  of  the  medals,  (which 
took  place  in  the  spring  of  the  year  1784)  there  being 
a  surplus  of  Money  still  remaining,  the  president  and 
council  resolved,  that  an  additional  number  should  be 
struck  off  in  gold,  to  be  disposed  of  as  presents  to 
Mrs.  Cook,  the  Earl  of  Sandwich,  Dr.  Benjamin 
Franklin,  Dr.  Cooke,  provost  of  King's  College,  Cam- 
bridge, and  Mr.  Plantu.    About  the  same  time,  it  was 
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agreed,  tlial  Mr.  Aubert  should  be  allowed  to  have  a 
f^old  medal  of  Captain  Cook,  on  his  pa^in^  for  Ihe 
^old,  and  the  expense  of  striking^ it;  in  consideration 
of  his  intention  to  present  it  to  the  Kins^  of  Poland. 

During  the  two  visits  of  the  Resolution  and  Disco* 
very  at  Kamtschalka)  it  was  from  Colonel  fiehm,  the 
commandant  of  that  province,  that  the  ships,  and  the 
oflicers  and  men  belonging  to  them,  had  received  every 
kind  of  assistance  which  it  was  in  his  power  to  bestow. 
His  liberal  and  hospitable  behaviour  to  the  £nglish 
navigators,  is  related  at  large  in  Captain  King's  Voy- 
age. Such  was  the  sense  entertained  of  it  by  the 
Lords  of  the  Admiralty,  that  they  determined  to  make 
a  present  to  the  colonel,  of  a  maguiiicent  piece  of 
plate,  with  an  inscription  expressive  of  his  humane 
and  generous  disposition  and  conduct.  The  elegant 
pen  of  Dr.  Cooke  was  employed  in  drawing  up  the 
inscription,  which,  after  it  had  been  subjected  to  the 
opinion  and  correction  of  some  gentlemen  of  the  first 
eminence  in  classical  taste,  was  as  follows: 

**  ViRO  EGREGio  MAGNO  DE  Behm  ;  qui  Iiopcra- 
tricis  Au^ustissimae  CatherinaE^  auspiciis,  summ^aue 
animi  benignitale,  saeva,  quibus  pracerat,  Kamtschatksb 
littora,  navibus  nautisque  Brilannicis,  hospila  praebuit : 
eosque,  in  terminis,  si  qui  essent  Imperio  Russico, 
frustr^,  explorandis,  mala  multa  perpessos,  ileralfi 
vice  excepit,  refecit,  recreavit,  et  commeatu  omni 
cumulate  auctos  dimisit ;  Rei  navalis  Britan- 
nic^ Septemviri  in  aliquam  benevolentiae  tarn  in- 
signia memoriam,  amicissimo,  graltssimoque  animo, 
sue,  patriaeque  nomine,  D.  D.  D.     m.dcc.lxxxi.'' 

Sir  Hugh  Palliser,  who  through  life  manifested  an 
invariable  regard  and  friendship  for  Captain  Cook,  hns 
displayed  a  signal  instance,  since  the  captain's  de- 
cease, of  the  affection  and  esteem  in  which  he  holds  his 
memory.  At  his  estate  in  Buckinghamshire,  Sir  Hugh 
liatb  constructed  a  small  building,  on  which  he  has 
erected  a  pillar,  containing  the  (ine  character  of  our 
great  navigator  that  is  given  at  the  end  of  the  Intru- 
dnction  to  the  last  Voyage,  and  the  principal  part  of 
which  has  been  inserted  in  the  present  work.    This 
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character  was  drawn  up  by  a  most  respectable  genllc- 
man,  who  has  loiig^  been  at  the  head  of  the  naval  pro- 
fession, the  honourable  Admiral  Forbes,  admiral  ot  the 
fleet,  and  general  of  marines;  to  whom  Captain  Cook 
was  only  known  by  his  eminent  merit  and  liis  extraor- 
dinary actions. 

Amidst  the  numerous  testimonies  of  regard  that 
have  been  paid  to  Captain  Cook's  merits  and  memory, 
the  important  object  of  providing  for  his  family  hath 
not  been  forgotten.  -  Soon  after  the  intelligence  ar- 
rived of  his  unfortunate  decease,  this  matter  was  taken 
up  by  the  Lords  of  the  Admiralty,  with  a  zeal  and  an 
effect,  which  the  following  authentic  document  will 
fully  display. 
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**  At  the  Court  at  St.  James's,  the 
(L.  S.)  2d  of  February  1780 ; 

**  Present, 

«  The  KING'S  Most  Excellent  Majesty  in  Council. 

<^  Whereas  there  was  this  day  read,  at  the  Board,  a 
memorial  from  the  Right  Honourable  the  Lords  Com- 
missioners of  the  Admiralty,  dated  the  27th  of  last 
month,  in  the  words  following;  viz. 

'*  Having  received  an  anthentic  account  of  the 
death  of  that  great  Navigator,  Captain  James 
Cook,  who  has  had  the  honour  of  being  employed 
by  Your  Majesty,  in  three  different  voyages,  for 
the  discovery  of  unknown  countries,  in  the  most 
distant  parts  of  the  globe;  we  think  it  our  duty 
humbly  to  represent  to  your  Majesty,  that  this 
meritorious  officer,  after  having  received  from 
Your  Majesty's  gracious  benevolence,  as  a  reward 
for  his  public  services  in  two  successful  circum* 
navigations,  a  comfortable  and  honourable  re- 
treat, where  he  might  have  lived  many  years  to 
benefit  his  family,  he  voluntarily  relinquished  that 
ease  and  emolument  to  undertake  another  of  these 
voyages  of  discovery,  in  which  the  life  of  a  com- 
mander, who  does  his  duty,  must  always  be  parli- 


II 


i 


. 


i 


186  IlEGARI)  PAID  TO 

oularl^  exposed,  and  in  wliioli,  in  the  execution 
of  that  dutj,  he  fell,  leavin^j^  his  family,  whom  his 
public  spirit  had  led  him  to  abandon,  as  a  legacy 
to  his  country.  We  do  therefore  humbly  pro- 
pose, that  Your  Majesty  will  be  graciously  pleased 
to  order  a  pension  of  two  hundred  pounds  a-year 
to  be  settled  on  the  widow,  and  twenly-Hve 
pounds  a  year  upon  each  of  the  three  sods  of  the 
said  Captain  James  Cook,  and  that  the  same  bo 
placed  on  the  ordinary  estimate  of  the  navy. 

<*  His  Majesty,  taking  the  said  memorial  into  His 
Royal  consideration,  was  pleased,  with  the  advice  of 
His  Privy  Council,  to  order,  as  it  is  hereby  ordered, 
that  a  pension  of  two  hundred  pounds  a-year  be  set- 
tied  on  the  widow,  and  twenty-five  pounds  a  year  upon 
each  of  the  three  sons  of  the  said  Captain  James  Cooky 
and  that  the  same  be  placed  on  the  ordinary  estimate 
of  His  Majesty's  navy ;  and  the  Lords  Commissioners 
of  the  Admiralty  are  to  give  the  necessary  directions 
Lereiu  accordingly.  W.  Fawkener.'' 

The  preceding  memorial  to  the  king  was  signed  by 
the  Earl  of  Sandwich,  Mr.  Buller,  the  Earl  of  Lis- 
burne,  Mr.  Penlon,  Lord  Mulgrave,  and  Mr.  Mann  ; 
and  the  several  officers  of  the  board  of  admiralty  se- 
conded the  ardour  of  their  superiors,  by  the  speed  and 
generosity  with  which  his  majest^^'s  roj'ai  grant  to  Cap- 
tain Cook's  widow  and  children  passed  through  the 
usual  forms. 

Another  occasion  was  afterwards  seized  of  con- 
ferring a  substantial  benefit  on  the  captain's  family. 
The  charts  and  plates,  belonging  to  the  Voyage  to  the 
Pacific  Ocean,  were  provided  at  the  expense  of  go- 
vernment; the  consequence  of  which  was,  that  a  large 
profit  accrued  from  the  sale  of  the  publication.  Of 
this  profit,  half  was  consigned,  in  trust,  to  Sir  Hugh 
Palliser  and  Mr.  Stephens,  to  be  applied  to  the  use  of 
Mrs.  Conk,  during  her  natural  life,  and  afterwards  to 
be  divided  between  her  children. 

Honour,  as  well  as  emolument,  hath  graciously  been 
conferred  by  his  majesty  upon  the  descendants  of  Cap- 
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tiiia  Cook.  On  llie  3d  of  September  1785,  a  coat  of 
arm»  was  granted  tu  the  fainil^i  of  which  a  description 
will  be  given  below  *. 

Our  navigator  had  six  children ;  James,  Nathaniel, 
Elizabeth,  Joseph,  George,  and  Hugh.  Of  these,  Jo- 
seph and  George  died  soon  after  their  birth,  and  Eli- 
zabeth in  the  fifth  jear  of  her  age.  James,  the  eldest 
son,  who  was  born  at  St.  Paul's,  Shadwell,  on  the  13th 
of  October  1763,  is  now  a  lieutenant  in  his  majesty *s 
nfivy.  In  a  letter,  written  by  Admiral  Sir  Richard 
Hughes,  in  1785,  from  Grenada,  to  Mrs.  Cook,  he  is 
spoken  of  in  terms  of  high  approbation.  Nathaniel, 
who  was  born  on  the  14th  of  December  1764,  at  Mile- 
Eud  Old  Town,  was  brought  up  likewise  in  the  naval 
service,  and  was  unfortunately  lost  on  board  his  ma- 
jesty's ship  Thunderer,  Commodore  Walsingham,  in 
the  hurricane  which  happened  at  Jamaica,  on  the  3d  of 
October,  1780.  He  is  said  to  have  been  a  most  pro- 
mising youth.  Hugh,  the  youngest,  was  born  on  the 
22d  of  May,  1776 ;  and  was  so  called  after  the  name 
of  his  father's  great  friend.  Sir  Hugh  Palliser. 

It  hath  often  been  mentioned,  in  terms  of  no  small 
regret,  that  a  monument  hath  not  yet  been  erected  to 
the  memory  of  Captain  Cook,  in  Westmiuster  Abbey. 
The  wish  and  the  hope  of  such  a  monument  are  hinted 
at  in  the  close  of  Dr.  Douglas's  Introduction  to  the 
government  edition  of  the  last  voyage;  and  the  same 
sentiment  is  expressed  by  the  author  of  the  Eulo- 
gium,  at  the  end  of  that  Introduction.  Sir  Hugh 
Palliser  has  also  spoken  to  the  like  purpose,  in  a 
coMununication  I  received  from  him.  It  would  cer- 
tainly redound  to  the  honour  of  the  nation,  to  order  a 

*  Azure,  between  the  two  polar  stars  Or,  a  sphere  on  the 
plane  of  ihe  ineri(iian,  norlh  pole  elevated,  circles  of  latitude 
for  every  ten  degrees,  and  of  longitude  for  every  fifteen,  show- 
ing the  Pacific  Ocean  between  sixty  and  two  hundred  and 
forty  west,  bounded  on  one  side  by  America,  on  the  other  by 
Asia  and  New  tloiland,  in  memory  of  the  discoveries  made 
by  him  in  that  ocean,  so  very  Jar  beyond  all  former  navi- 
gators. His  track  thereon  is  marked  with  red  lines.  And 
for  crest,  on  a  wreath  of  the  colours,  is  an  arm  imbowed, 
vested  in  the  uniform  of  a  captain  of  the  royal  navy.  In  the 
hand  is  the  union  jack,  on  a  staff  Proper.  The  arm  is  encir- 
cled by  a  wreath  of  palm  and  laurel. 
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magnificent  memorial  of  the  abilities  and  services  of 
our  illustrious  navigator;  on  which  acconnt,  a  tribute 
of  that  kind  may  be  regarded  us  a  desirable  thin^. 
But  a  monument  in  Westminster  Abbey  would  be  of 
little  consequence  to  the  reputation  of  Captain  Couk. 
His  fame  stands  upon  a  wider  base,  and  will  survi\e 
the  comparatively  perishiupf  materials  of  brass,  or 
stone,  or  marble.  The  name  of  Cook  will  be  held 
in  honour,  and  recited  with  applause,  so  Ion";  as  the 
records  of  human  events  shall  continue  in  the  earth  ; 
nor  is  it  possible  to  say,  what  may  be  the  inHucnco 
and  rewards,  which,  in  other  worlds,  shall  be  found 
to  attend  upon  eminent  examples  of  wisdom  and  of 
virtue. 
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After  the  death  of  Captain  Cook,  and  the  events 
Itnmedialely  succeedinp^  it,  Captain  Cierke,  upon 
^vhom  the  command  of  tL  expedition  had  devolved, 
proceeded  from  Owhjhee,  und  coasted  several  of  the 
other  islands  of  the  group.  The  ships  anchored  at 
Atooi  to  procure  water;  in  doing  this,  our  voyagers 
experienced  some  interruption  from  the  natives,  and  a 
slight  conflict  took  place,  in  which  one  of  the  islanders 
was  wounded  by  a  musket-shot.  They  were  here  told, 
that,  at  their  preceding  visit,  they  had  left  a  disorder 
amongst  the  women,  of  which  several  persons  of  both 
sexes  had  died  ;  and  as  there  was  not  tlie  slightest  ap- 
pearance of  the  disorder  amongst  the  natives,  at  the 
tirst  arrival  of  the  vessels,  there  is  too  much  reason  to 
believe  that  some  of  the  crew  were  the  authors  of  that 
irreparable  mischief.  Atooi  was  in  a  state  of  internal 
warfare ;  the  quarrel  bad  arisen  about  the  goats  Cap- 
tain Cook  had  left  at  Oneeheow  the  year  before ;  the 
property  of  which  was  contested  by  two  different 
chiefs.  Tiie  goats,  which  had  increased  to  the  number 
of  six,  and  would  probably  in  a  few  years  have  stocked 
all  these  islands,  were  destroyed  in  the  contest. 

Our  voyagers  left  the  Sandwich  Islands  finally  on 
the  15th  of  March:  and  stood  to  the  south-west,  in 
hopes  of  falling  in  with  the  island  of  Modoopapappa, 
which  they  were  told  by  the  natives  lay  in  that  direc- 
tion, about  five  hours  sail  from  Taohora;  but  though 
llie  two  vessels  stretched  asunder  several  miles,  they 
did  not  discover  it*  It  is  possible  it  might  have  been 
passed  in  the  night,  as  the  islanders  described  it  to 
be  small,  sandy,  and  almost  even  with  the  surface 
of  the  sea. 
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The  harbour  of  Saint  Peter  and  Saint  Paul,  in 
Awatska  Bay,  was  appointed  for  the  next  rendezvous 
of  the  two  vessels,  in  case  of  separation.  In  the 
ceurse  of  their  navigation  towards  Kaintschatka,  they 
traversed  that  part  of  the  Northern  Pacific,  in  which 
some  islands  and  lands  were  laid  down  in  the  charts, 
such  as  the  island  of  Reia  de  Plata  in  De  Tlsle's  chart, 
and  the  land  said  to  have  been  seen  by  John  de  Gama, 
in  a  voyage  from  China  to  New  Spain,  first  delineated 
in  a  chart  published  by  Texeira,  a  Portuguese  geo- 
grapher, in  1649  ;  but  though  at  sundry  times  they  had 
various  indications  of  land,  they  discovered  none,  and 
those  islands  and  lands  must  therefore  either  bo  of 
trifling  extent,  or  wholly  imaginary. 

A  leak,  under  the  larboard  bow  of  the  Resolution, 
which  had  kept  the  people  almost  constantly  at  the 
pumps,  ever  since  their  leaving  the  Sandwich  Islands, 
occasioned  a  great  alarm  on  the  13lh  of  April.  The 
water,  which  had  lodged  in  the  coal-hole,  not  finding  a 
sufficient  vent  into  the  well,  had  forced  up  the  plat- 
forms over  it,  and  in  a  moment  deluged  the  whole 
space  between  decks.  The  coals  would  very  soon 
choak  up  a  pump,  and  the  number  of  bulky  materials 
that  were  washed  out  of  the  gunner's  store  room,  and 
which,  by  the  ship's  motion,  were  tossed  violently  from 
side  to  side,  rendered  it  impracticable  to  bale  the 
water  out.  No  other  method  was  therefore  left,  than 
to  cut  a  hole  through  the  bulk  head,  that  separated  the 
coal-hole  from  the  fore-hold.  As  soon  as  the  passage 
was  made,  the  greatest  part  of  the  water  was  emptied 
into  the  well :  but  the  leak  was  now  so  much  in- 
creased, that  it  was  necessary  to  keep  one  half  of 
the  people  constantly  pumping  and  baling,  till  the 
noon  of  the  15th. 

On  the  23d,  at  six  in  the  morning,  on  the  fog  clear- 
ing away,  the  land  of  Kamtschatka  appeared,  in  moun- 
tains covered  with  snow.  The  weather  was  most  se- 
vere; the  ship  appeared  to  be  a  complete  mass  of  ice, 
and  the  shrouds  were  so  incrusted  with  it,  as  to  mea- 
sure in  circumference  more  than  double  their  usual 
size.  The  crews  suffered  very  severely  from  the  cold, 
particularly   from   having  lately  left  the  trt /cal  cli- 
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males ;  and,  but  for  the  foresight  and  care  of  their 
otiicer^,  would  indeed  have  been  in  a  deplorable  state. 
It  was  natural  to  expect,  that  their  experience,  during 
their  voyage  to  the  north  the  year  before,  would  have 
made  them  sensible  of  the  necessity  of  paying  some 
attention  to  their  clothing;  as  it  was  generally  known, 
in  both  ships,  that  they  were  to  make  another  voyage 
iowards  the  pole  ;  but,  with  the  thoughtlessness  of  in- 
fanls,  upon  their  return  to  a  warm  climate,  Iheir  fur 
jackets  and  the  rest  of  their  cold-counlry  clothes,  were 
kicked  about  the  decks,  as  things  of  no  value.  They 
were  of  course  picked  up  by  the  officers,  and  being 
put  into  casks,  were,  in  due  season,  restored  to  their 
owners. 

On  the  25th,  when  off  the  entrance  of  Awalska 
Bay,  the  Resolution  lost  sight  of  the  Discovery,  and 
on  the  28th  entered  the  Bay.  The  officers  of  the  Re- 
solution examined  every  corner  of  it  with  their  glasses, 
in  search  of  the  town  of  St.  Peter  and  St.  Paul,  which 
tliey  had  conceived  to  be  a  place  of  some  strength  and 
consideration.  At  length  they  discovered,  on  a  narrow 
point  of  land  a  few  miserable  loghouses,  and  some 
conical  huts  raised  on  poles,  amounting  in  all  to  about 
thirty,  which,  from  the  situation,  they  were  under  the 
necessity  of  concluding  to  be  Petropaulowska.  "  How- 
ever," says  Captain  King,  **  in  justice  to  the  generous 
and  hospitable  treatment  we  found  here,  I  shall  beg 
leave  to  anticipate  the  reader's  curiosity,  by  assuring 
him  that  ou;*  disappointment  proved  to  be  more  of  a 
laugiiable,  than  a  serious  nature;  for,  in  this  wretched 
extremity  of  the  earth,  situated  beyond  every  thing 
that  we  conceived  to  be  most  barbarous  and  inhospi- 
table, and,  as  it  were,  out  of  the  very  reach  of  civiliza- 
tion, barricadoed  with  ice,  and  covered  with  summer- 
snow,  in  a  poor  miserable  port,  far  inferior  to  the 
meanest  of  our  fishing-towns,  we  met  with  feelings  of 
humanity,  joined  to  a  greatness  of  mind,  and  elevation 
of  sentiment,  which  would  have  done  honour  to  any 
nnlion  or  climate." 

In  the  morning  of  the  29lh,  Captain,  then  Lieute- 
nant King  was  sent  on  shore ;  and  after  experiencing 
uiucli  dilPicully   from  the   broken  ice  that  extended 
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nearly  half  a  mile,  across  which  fie  was  obliged  to 
make  the  bes^  of  his  way  on  foot,  was  received  by  the 
commander  of  the  garrison  at  the  head  of  his  men, 
consisting  of  about  thirty  soldiers.  They  had  not 
seen  the  ship  the  preceding  day,  nor  indeed  that  morn- 
ing, till  the  boats  were  pretty  near  the  ice.  Much 
panic  ensued ;  the  garrison  was  put  under  arms,  and 
two  field-pieces  placed  at  the  entrance  of  the  com- 
mander's house.  All,  however,  soon  wore  a  friendly 
aspect,  and  nothing  could  exceed  the  kindness  and 
and  hospitality  of  the  oflicer,  a  Serjeant,  who  com- 
manded the  ostrog,  and  at  whose  house  they  were  en- 
tertained. He  furnished  Lieutenant  King,  who  had 
fallen  in  between  the  disjointed  ice,  with  a  complete 
suit  of  clothes  of  his  own  ;  the  dinner  that  was  served 
up  consisted  of  four  courses;  but  the  conversation, 
from  the  want  of  an  interpreter,  no  other  language 
being  understood  there  but  Russian  and  Kamtschal- 
dale,  was  confined  to  a  few  bows  and  other  signs  of 
mutual  respect.  The  serjeant  sent  off  an  express  to 
Bolcheretsk,  where  the  governor  of  the  province 
usually  resided,  and  whence  he  had  to  look  for  orders 
what  to  do,  as  to  the  procurement  of  the  supplies  of 
provisions,  and  naval  stores,  which  our  people  wanted. 

On  their  return,  a  sledge  drawn  by  five  dogs,  with  a 
driver,  was  provided  for  each  of  the  party.  The 
sailors  were  highly  delighted  with  this  mode  of  con- 
veyance, and,  what  diverted  them  most  was,  that  the 
tvvo  boalhooks  which  they  bad  brought,  had  also  a 
sledge  to  themselves. 

On  the  1st  of  May,  the  Discovery  entered  the  bay. 
On  the  day  after,  early  in  the  morning,  an  answer  was 
received  from  Bolcheretsk.  The  dispatches  had  been 
sent  off  on  the  ^9th,  about  noon,  by  a  sledge  drawn  by 
dogs,  so  that  they  were  only  a  little  more  than  three 
days  and  a  half  in  performing  a  journey  of  two  hun- 
dred and  seventy  miles;  Bolcheretsk  being  about  one 
hundred  and  thirty-five  miles  from  St.  Feler  and  »Sl. 
Paul's. 

As  the  whole  stock  of  live  cattle  wliich  the  country 
about  the  bay  could  afford,  amounted  only  to  two  hei- 
fers, Captain  Gierke  found  it  necessary  to  send  to  Bot- 
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(hcrelsk,  and  Caplairi  Gore  and  Lieulenanl  King 
were  fixed  on  for  llie  excursion.  They  proceeded  by 
boats  up  ibe  Awatska  river,  llien  across  part  of  llie 
countrj  in  sledges,  and  then  down  the  Bolchoireka  in 
canoes. 

Major  Belirn,  the  governor  of  Kamlsclialka,  received 
them,  not  only  with  the  utmost  politeness,  but  with  the 
most  engaging  cordiality  ;  and  all  the  principal  people 
of  the  town  vied  with  each  other  who  should  show  the 
most  civilit}'  to  strangers  from  the  other  extremity  of 
the  globe.     A  list  of  the  naval  stores,  the  number  of 
cattle,  and  the  quantity  of  flour  wanted  by  the  naviga- 
tors, was  given  to  Major  Behm,  who  insisted  upon  sup- 
plying ail  their  wants  ;  and   when  they  desired  to  be 
made  acquainted  with  the  price  of  the  articles  with 
which  they  were  to  be  supplied,  and  proposed,  that 
Captain  Gierke  should  give  bills  to  the  amount  on  the 
Victualling-office  in  London,  the  major  positively  re- 
fused, and  whenever  it  was  afterwards  urged,  stopped 
iliern  short,  by  sajing,  he  was  certain  he  could  not 
oblige  his  mistress,  the  empress,  more  than  in  giving 
every  assistance  in  his  power  to  her  good  friends  and 
allies,  the  English ;  and  that  it  would  be  a  particular 
satisfaction  to  her,  to  hear,  that,  in  so  remote  a  part  of 
the  world,  ber  dominions  had  afforded  any  relief  to 
ships  engaged  in  such  services)   that   he  could  not 
therefore  act  so  contrary  to  the  character  of  his  em- 
press, as  to  accept  of  any  bills;  but  that,  to  accommo- 
dale  the  matter,  he  would  take  a  bare  attestation  of  the 
particulars  with  which  we  might  be  furnished,  and  that 
this  he  would  transmit  to  his  court,  as  a  certificate  of 
having  performed  his  duty. 

The  town  of  Bolcheretsk  consists  of  several  rows  of 
low  buildings,  barracks  for  the  Russian  soldiers  and 
Cossacks,  a  good  looking  church,  and  a  court-room, 
yvith  a  great  number  of  balagans  (summer-habitations) 
belonging  to  the  Kamtschatdalcs,  at  the  end  of  the 
town.  The  inhabitants  amount  to  between  five  and  six 
hundred. 

It  would  exceed  the  baunds  to  which  this  sketch 
must  necessarily  be  confined,  to  enumerate  one  half 
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of  ilie  instances  of  civility  and  attention  wliicli  Major 
Beiim,  liis  lady,  the  oflicers  of  the  garrison,  and  the 
inhabitants  of  the  town  bestowed  upon  the  English 
travellers.  One  generous  present  cannot,  however,  be 
passed  over  in  silence,  both  because  it  consisted  of  the 
greatest  part  of  their  small  store  of  the  article,  and  be- 
cause it  called  forth  from  the  British  seamen  a  corres- 
ponding generosity.  Being  informed  of  the  privations 
the  sailors  had  suffered  from  the  want  of  tobacco, 
Major  Behm  sent  four  bags  of  it,  weighing  upwards 
of  one  hundred  pounds  each,  which  he  begged  might 
be  presented,  in  the  name  of  himself  and  tlie  garrison 
under  his  command,  to  our  sailors.  When  the  seamen 
were  told  of  it,  the  crews  of  both  ships  desired,  en- 
tirely of  their  own  accord,  that  their  grog  might  he 
stopped,  and  their  allowance  of  spirits  presented,  on 
their  part,  to  the  garrison  of  Bolcheretsk,  as  they  had 
reason  to  conclude,  that  brandy  was  scarce  in  th^  coun- 
try, and  would  be  very  acceptable,  since  the  soldiers 
on  shore  had  offered  four  roubles  a  bottle  for  it. 
When  it  is  considered  how  much  the  sailors  would 
feel  from  the  stoppage  of  their  allowance  of  grog,  and 
that  this  offer  would  deprive  them  of  it  during  the 
inclement  season  they  had  to  expect  on  their  ensuing 
expedition  to  the  north,  the  sacrifice  must  be  looked 
upon  as  generous  and  extraordinary ;  and,  that  tliey 
might  not  suffer  by  it.  Captain  Gierke  substituted,  in 
the  room  of  the  very  small  quantity  the  major  could 
be  prevailed  on  to  accept,  the  same  quantity  of  rum. 

When  the  party  returned  to  Petropaulowska,  Major 
Be!:m  accompanied  them,  and  visited  the  ships.  He 
had  resigned  the  command  of  Kamtschntka,  and  war 
in  a  short  time  to  return  to  St.  Petersburgh;  our  na« 
vigators  therefore  committed  to  his  care  dispatches 
for  England,  with  the  journals  and  charts  of  the  voyage 
so  far. 

They  got  about  twenty  head  of  cattle,  about  nine 
thousand  weight  of  rye  flour,  and  a  variety  of  other 
provisions  and  refreshments  here,  especially  fish,  with 
which  they  were  absolutely  overpowered  from  every 
quarter ;    and,  having  completed    their    water,  they 
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weighed  anchor  on  the  13lh  of  June,  and  on  the  16lh 
cleared  the  bay.  The  volcano,  situated  to  the  north  of 
the  harbour,  was  in  a  stale  of  eruption  at  the  time. 

On  the  5th  of  July,  our  navigators  passed  through 
Bearing's  Straits,  having  run  along  the  Asiatic  coast ; 
they  then  stretched  over  to  that  of  America,  with  a 
view  of  exploring  it  between  the  latitudes  of  68°  and 
69°.  But  in  this  attempt  they  were  disappointed, 
being  stopped,  on  the  7th,  by  a  large  and  compact  field 
of  ice  connected  with  the  land.  On  the  9th,  they  had 
sailed  nccirly  forty  leagues  to  the  westward,  along  the 
edge  of  the  ice,  without  seeing  any  opening,  and  had 
therefore  no  prospect  of  advancing  farther  north. — 
Until  the  27th,  however,  they  continued  to  seek  a  pas- 
sage, first  on  the  American,  and  then  on  the  Asiatic 
side ;  but  were  never  able  to  penetrate  farther  north 
than  70°  33',  which  was  five  leagues  short  of  the  point 
to  which  they  had  advanced  the  season  before. 

At  one  time,  in  attempting  to  penetrate  to  the  north 
westward,  the  Discovery  was  in  a  very  dcingerous  si- 
tuation. She  became  so  entangled  by  several  large 
piexjes  of  ice,  that  her  way  was  stopped,  and  imme- 
diately dropping  bodily  to  leeward,  she  fell  broadside 
foremost  on  the  edge  of  a  considerable  body  of  ice ; 
and  having  at  the  same  time  an  open  sea  to  windward, 
the  surf  caused  her  to  strike  violently  upon  it.  This 
mass  at  length  either  so  far  moved  or  broke,  as  to  set 
them  at  liherty  to  make  another  trial  to  escape;  but, 
before  the  ship  gathered  way  enough  to  be  under  com- 
mand, she  again  fell  to  leeward  on  another  fragment; 
and  the  swell  making  it  unsafe  to  lie  to  windward,  and 
li/)ding  no  chance  of  getting  clear,  they  pushed  into  a 
small  opening,  furled  their  sails,  and  made  fast  with 
ice-hooks.  A  change  of  wind,  however,  taking  place 
in  the  afternoon,  the  ice  began  to  separate,  and,  setting 
all  their  sails,  they  forced  a  passage  through  it.  The 
vessel  had  rubbed  off  a  great  deal  of  the  sheathing 
from  her  bows,  and  became  very  leaky  from  the  strokes 
she  received  when  she  fell  on  the  edge  of  the  ice. 

In  these  high  latitudes,  our  navigators  killed  several 
sea-horses,  and  also  two  white  bears;  the  flesh  of  the 
latter  afforded  a  few  excellent  meals. of  fresh  meat. 
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It  had  Indeed  a  strong  fishy  tasle,  bnt  was  in  every 
respect  superior  to  that  of  the  sea-horse,  which,  ne?er- 
.theless,  the  sailors  were  again  persuaded,  without  much 
difficulty,  to  prefer  to  their  sailed  provisions. 

Finding  a  farther  advance  to  the  northward,  as  well 
as  a  nearer  approach  to  either  continent,  obstructed  by 
a  sea  blocked  up  with  ice.  Captain  Gierke  at  length 
determined  to  lose  no  more  time  in  the  pursuit  of  what 
seemed  utterly  unattainable,  and  to  sail  for  Awalska 
Bay,  to  repair  their  damages,  and  before  the  winter 
should  set  in,  to  explore  the  coast  of  Japan  on  their 
way  towards  Europe.  To  the  great  joy,  therefore,  of 
every  individual  on  board  both  ships,  they  turned  their 
faces  towards  home ;  and  the  delight  and  satisfaction 
they  experienced  on  the  occasion,  notwithstanding  the 
tedious  voyage  they  had  to  make,  and  the  immense  dis- 
tance they  had  to  run,  were  as  freely  entertained,  and 
perhaps  as  fully  enjoyed,  as  if  they  had  been  already  in 
sight  of  the  Land's  End. 

On  the  31st,  they  repassed  Beering's  Straits.  With 
respect  to  the  practicability  of  a  north-east  or  north- 
west passage  into  the  Pacific  Ocean,  through  those 
straits,  from  the  result  of  their  attempts  it  appears, 
that  the  north  of  the  straits  is  clearer  of  ice  in  August 
than  in  July,  and  perhaps  in  a  part  of  September  it 
may  be  still  more  free.  But,  after  the  equinox,  the 
days  shorten  so  fast,  that  no  farther  thaw  can  be  ex- 
pected, and  so  great  an  effect  cannot  rationally  bo 
allowed  to  the  warm  weather  in  the  *irst  half  of  Sep- 
tember, as  to  imagine  it  capable  of  dispersing  the  ice 
from  the  most  northern  parts  of  the  American  coast. 
But  admitting  this  to  be  possible,  it  would  be  madness 
to  attempt  to  run  from  the  Icy  Cape  to  the  known  parts 
of  Baffin's  Bay  (a  distance  of  four  hundred  and  twenty 
leagues)  in  so  short  a  time  as  that  piissage  can  be  sup- 
posed to  remain  open.  Upon  the  Asiatic  side,  there 
appears  still  less  probability  of  success ;  for,  though 
Deshnefl',  a  Russian  navigator,  about  a  century  and  a 
half  ago,  passed  round  the  north-east  point  of  Asia, 
no  voyager  has  yet  been  able  to  double  Cape  Taimura 
beyond  the  mouth  of  the  Lena,  which  stretches  to  the 
78^  of  latitude. 
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Captain  Clerke'8  heallli  now  rapidly  declined,  and, 
on  llie  17tli  of  Aogust,  he  was  no  longer  able  to  get 
out  of  bis  bed.  On  the  21st,  they  made  the  coast  of 
Kamtschatka;  and  on  the  following  day,  at  nine  in  the 
morning,  Captain  Clerke  died  *.  His  disease  was  a 
consumption,  which  had  evidently  commenced  before 
he  left  England,  and  of  which  he  had  lingered  during 
the  whole  voyage. 

On  the  24lh,  the  vessels  anchored  in  the  harbour  of 
St.  Peter  and  St.  Paul,  where  the  gentlemen  on  board 
were  received  by  their  Russian  friends,  with  the  same 
cordiality  as  before.  Captain  Gore,  upon  whom  the 
command  of  the  expedition  now  devolved,  removed 
himself  to  the  Resolution,  and  appointed  Mr.  King  to 
the  command  of  the  Discovery.  He  sent  off  an  express 
to  the  commander  at  Bolcheretsk,  in  which  he  requested 
to  have  sixteen  head  of  black  cattle.    The  eruption  of 

*  Captain  Clerke  departed  this  life  in  the  thirty-eighth  year 
of  his  age.  He  was  broaght  ap  to  the  navy  from  his  earliest 
youth,  and  had  been  in  several  actions  during  the  war  which 
began  in  1756.  In  the  action  between  the  Beilona  and  the 
Courageux,  being  stationed  in  the  mizen-top,  he  was  carried 
overboard  with  the  mast ;  but  was  taken  up  without  having 
received  any  hurt.  He  was  a  midshipman  in  the  Dolphin, 
commatided  by  Captain  Byron,  in  her  voyage  round  the  world : 
after  M^hich  he  served  on  the  American  station.  In  1768,  he 
made  his  second  voyage  round  the  world,  in  the  Endeavour, 
as  master*8  mate:  and,  in  consequence  of  the  death  of  Mr. 
Hicks,  which  happened  on  the  23a  of  May,  1771,  he  returned 
home  a  lieutenant.  His  third  circumnavigation  of  the  globe 
was  in  the  Resolution,  of  which  be  was  appointed  the  second 
lieutenant;  and  he  continued  in  that  situation  till  his  return  in 
1775;  soon  after  which  he  was  promoted  to  the  rank  of  master 
and  commander.  In  what  capacity  he  sailed  with  Captain 
Cook  in  this  last  expedition,  need  not  be  added.  The  con- 
sumption, of  which  Captain  Clerke  died,  had  evidently  com- 
menced before  he  left  England,  and  he  lingered  under  it  during 
the  whole  voyage.  Though  his  very  gradual  decay  had  long 
made  him  a  melancholy  object  to  his  friends,  nevertheless, 
they  derived  some  consolation  from  the  equanimity  with  which 
he  bore  his  disorder,  from  the  constant  flow  of  good  spirits 
maintained  by  him  to  his  latest  hour,  and  from  his  submitting 
to  his  fate  with  cheerful  resignation.  **  It  was,  however,  im- 
possible,'* says  Mr.  King,  "  not  to  feel  a  more  than  common 
degree  of  compassion  for  a  person,  whose  life  bad  been  a  con- 
tinued scene  of  those  difficulties  and  hardships,  to  which  a  sea. 
man's  occupation  is  subject,  and  under  which  he  at  last  sunk." 
King's  Voyage,  p.  280, 2H1. 
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the  vblcano,  which  had  taken  place  at  the  lime  of  the 
late  departure  of  the  vessels  from  Awatska,  had  done 
no  damage,  notwilhstandinj^  stones  had  fallen  at  tho 
oStrog  of  the  size  of  a  goose's  egg. 

Attempts  were  now  made  to  repair,  as  far  as  was 
practicable,  the  damage  the  Discovery  had  sustained 
in  the  ice,  and  in  removing  the  sheathing,  eight  feet  of 
a  plank  in  the  wale  were  found  to  be  so  very  rotten  as 
to  make  it  necessary  to  shift  it.  The  carpenters  were 
sent  on  shore  in  search  of  a  tree  largo  enough  for  ihe 
purpose :  luckily  they  found  a  birch,  which  was  the 
only  one  of  sufficient  size  in  the  whole  neighbourhood 
of  the  bay.  The  crews  were  employed  in  various  ne- 
cessary occupations :  amongst  which,  four  men  were 
set  apart  to  haul  the  seine  for  salmon,  which  were 
caught  in  great  abundance,  and  of  excellent  quality. 
After  supplying  the  immediate  wants  of  both  ships, 
they  salted  down  near  a  hogshead  a  day.  The  sea- 
horse blubber,  with  which  they  had  stored  themselves, 
daring  their  expedition  to  the  north,  was  boiled  down 
for  oil,  now  become  a  necessary  article,  their  candles 
having  been  long  since  all  used. 

The  body  of  Captain  Gierke  was  interred  on  Sunda}', 
the  g9th,  with  all  the  solemnity  and  honours  they  could 
bestow,  under  a  tree,  in  the  valley  on  the  north  side  of 
the  harbour;  a  spot,  which  the  priest  of  Paratounea 
said,  would  be,  as  near  as  he  could  guess,  iii  the  centre 
of  the  new  church  intended  to  be  erected. 

On  the  3d  of  September,  arrived  an  ensign  from  Bol- 
cheretsk,  with  a  letter  from  Captain  Shmalelf,  the  pre- 
sent commander,  who  promised  the  cattle  required, 
and  that  he  would  himself  pay  them  a  visit  immediately 
on  the  arrival  of  a  sloop,  which  was  daily  expected  from 
Okotzk. 

On  the  morning  of  the  lOlh,  a  Russian  galliot,  from 
Okotzk,  was  towed  into  the  harbour.  She  had  been 
thirty-five  da)'s  on  her  passage,  and  had  been  seen 
from  the  light-house  a  fortnight  before,  beating  up  to- 
wards the  mouth  of  the  bay.  There  were  iifty  soldiers 
in  her,  with  their  wives  and  children,  and  several  other 
passengers;  a  sub-lieutenant,  who  came  in  her,  now 
took  the  command  of  the  garrison,   and   from   sotuu 
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cause  or  olher,  which  Ihe  Eri^lisli  could  not  learn,  Iheir 
uld  friend,  the  Serjeant,  the  late  commander  of  the 
place,  fell  into  disgrace,  and  was  no  longer  sulTered  to 
sit  down  in  the  company  of  his  own  oflicers. 

Prom  the  galliot,  our  navigators  got  a  small  qnan- 
til}rof  pitch,  tar,  cordage,  and  twine,  and  an  hundred 
and  forty  skins  of  (lour,  containing  13,782  lbs.  English. 

The  Hospodin  Ivaskin  from  Yerchnei  had  been  de- 
sired by  Major  Behm  to  attend  the  English  oiKcers  on 
iheir  return  to  the  harbour,  in  order  to  be  their  inter- 
preter. He  now  came.  He  was  an  exile ;  and  was  of 
a  considerable  family  in  Russia;  his  father  was  a 
general,  and  he  himself,  after  having  received  his  edu- 
cation partly  in  France  and  partly  in  Germany,  had 
been  page  to  the  Empress  Elizabeth,  and  ensign  in  her 
guards.  '  At  the  age  of  sixteen,  he  was  knoivted,  had 
his  nose  slit,  and  was  banished,  first  to  Siberia,  and  af- 
terwards to  Kamtschalka,  where  he  had  lived  thirty-one 
years.  He  bore  in  his  whole  figure  the  strongest  marks 
of  old  age,  though  he  had  scarcely  reached  his  tifty- 
fourlh  year.  No  one  there  knew  the  cause  of  his  ba- 
nishment, but  they  took  it  for  granted,  that  it  must  have 
been  for  something  very  atrocious,  as  two  or  three  of 
the  commanders  of  Kamtschatka,  had  in  vain  endea- 
voured to  get  him  recalled  since  the  present  empress's 
reign.  For  the  first  twenty  years  he  had  not  tasted 
bread,  nor  been  allowed  subsistence  of  any  kind,  but 
had  lived  during  that  period  among  the  Kamtschat- 
dales,  on  what  his  own  activity  and  toil  in  the  chase 
could  procure  him.  Afterwards,  he  had  a  small  pen- 
sion granted  him.  This  Major  fiehm  by  his  inter- 
cession had  caused  to  be  increased  to  one  hundred 
roubles  a  year,  which  is  the  common  pay  of  an  ensign 
in  all  parts  of  the  empress's  dominions,  except  in  this 
province,  where  the  pay  of  all  the  officers  is  double. 

This  gentleman  joined  Captains  Gore  and  King  on 
c  bear-hunting  party  on  the  17th,  for  two  days ;  in 
which,  first  from  the  party  being  too  large,  and  the  un- 
avoidable noise  that  was  the  consequence  of  it,  and 
next,  from  the  unfavourable  weather  after  they  sepa* 
rated,  they  were  wholly  unsuccessful. 
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On  llie  22(1,  llie  anniversary  of  his  majesty's  corona- 
tion, and  when  they  were  silling  down  to  as  handsoint} 
a  feast  as  their  situation  would  admit  of,  in  honour  ol' 
the  day»  the  arrival  of  Cajilain  Shmalelf  from  Ho|. 
oherelsK  was  announced.  lie  partook  of  Iheir  fesli* 
vilies,  and  set  oil'  on  his  return  on  the  25th.  Before 
his  departure,  he  reinstated  the  serjeant  in  the  uoni- 
mand  of  the  place,  and  took  with  him  the  sub-lieute- 
nant who  had  superseded  him.  Captain  King  accom- 
panied Captain  Shmalelf  to  the  entrance  of  Awatska 
river,  and  on  Sunday,  the  26th,  attended  him  to  church 
at  Paratounea.  The  church  is  of  wood,  and  by  far  tliu 
best  buildings  in  the  country  round  about  the  bay.  It 
is  ornamented  by  many  paintings,  particularly  with 
two  pictures  of  St.  Peter  and  St.  Paul,  presented  by 
Beering,  and  which,  in  the  real  richness  of  their  dra- 
pery, would  carry  oft'  the  prize  from  the  first  of  Eu- 
ropean performances  ;  for  all  the  principal  parts  of  it 
are  made  of  thick  plates  of  solid  silver,  fastened  to 
the  canvass,  and  fashioned  into  the  various  foldings  of 
the  robes. 

The  next  day  another  hunting  party  was  set  on  foot, 
under  the  direction  of  the  clerk  of  the  parish,  who 
was  a  celebrated  bear-hunter.  The  produce  was  a  fe- 
male bear,  beyond  the  common  size,  which  they  shut 
in  the  water,  ahd  found  dead  the  next  morning  in  the 

Elace  to  which  she  had  been  watched.  The  mode  of 
unting  these  animals  by  the  natives  is  as  follows. 
When  they  come  to  the  ground  frequented  by  the 
bears,  their  first  step  is  to  look  for  their  tracks  ;  these 
are  found  in  the  greatest  numbers  leading  from  the 
woods  down  to  the  lakes,  and  among  the  long  sedgy 
grass  and  brakes  by  the  edge  of  the  water.  The  place 
of  ambuscade  being  determined  on,  the  hunters  next 
fix  in  the  ground  the  crutches  upon  which  their  fire- 
locks are  made  to  rest,  pointing  them  in  the  direction 
they  mean  to  shoot.  This  done,  they  kneel,  or  lie 
down,  and,  with  their  bear-spears  by  their  side,  wait 
for  the  game.  These  precautions,  which  are  chiefly 
taken  in  order  to  make  sure  of  their  mark,  are,  on 
several  accounts,  highly  expedient.    For,  in  the  first 
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place,  ammnnilion  is  so  dear  in  Kamlschalka,  that  the 
price  of  a  bear  will  not  purchase  more  of  it  than  is 
suiiicient  to  load  a  musket  four  or  five  times  ;  and, 
what  is  more  material,  if  the  bear  be  not  rendered  in- 
capable of  pursuit  by  the  first  shot,  the  consequences 
are  often  fatal.     He  immediately  makes  towards  the 

f)lace  whence  the  noise  and  smoke  issue,  and  attacks 
lis  adversaries  with  great  fury.  It  is  impossible  for 
them  to  reload,  as  the  animal  is  seldom  at  more  than 
twelve  or  fifteen  yards  distance  when  he  is  fired  at:  so 
that,  if  he  does  not  fall,  they  immediately  put  them* 
selves  in  a  posture  to  receive  him  upon  their  spears, 
and  their  safety  greatly  depends  on  their  giving  him  a 
mortal  stab  as  he  first  comes  upon  them.  If  he  par- 
ries  the  thrust  (which  bears,  by  the  extraordinary 
strength  and  agility  of  their  paws,  are  often  enabled 
to  do)  and  thereby  breaks  in  upon  his  adversaries,  the 
conflict  becomes  very  unequal,  and  it  is  well  if  the  life 
of  one  of  the  party  alone  suffice  to  pay  the  forfeit. 

On  the  1st  of  October,  the  cattle  arrived  from 
Verchnei,  and  the  3d,  being  the  name-day  of  the  em- 
press, Captain  Gore  invited  the  priest  of  Paralounea, 
Ivaskin,  and  the  Serjeant,  to  dinner,  and  an  entertain- 
ment was  also  provided  for  the  inferior  officers  of  the 
garrison,  for  the  toions  of  Paratounea  and  Petropau- 
lowska,  and  for  the  better  sort  of  the  Kamtschatdale 
inhabitants.  The  rest  of  the  natives  of  every  descrip- 
tion were  invited  to  partake  with  the  ship's  companies, 
who  had  a  pound  of  good  fat  beef  served  out  to  each 
man,  and  what  remained  of  their  spirits  was  made 
into  grog,  and  divided  amongst  them. 

Oa  the5lh,  our  navigators  received  from  Bolcheretsk 
a  fresh  present  of  lea,  sugar,  and  tobacco.  They  were 
ready  for  sea,  but  the  weather  prevented  them  from 
leaving  the  bay  till  the  9th.  Just  before  they  weighed 
anchor,  the  drummer  of  the  marines  belonging  to  the 
Discovery  deserted^  having  been  last  seen  with  a  Kamt- 
schatdale woman,  to  whom  his  messmates  knew  he  had 
been  much  attached,  and  who  had  often  been  observed 
persuading  him  to  stay  behind.  This  man  had  been 
lung  useless  to  them,  from  a  swelling  in  his  knee, 
which  rendered  him  lame,  but  this  made  them  the  more 
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utiwilliii<if  to  leave  liiin  behind,  to  become  a  bnrdoM 
both  to  the  Russians  and  himself.  Some  of  the  suiiorH 
were  therefore  sent  to  a  well-known  haunt  of  his  in 
the  neighbourhood,  where  they  found  him  and  his  wo- 
man. On  the  return  of  the  party  with  the  deserter,  Ihu 
vessels  weighed,  and  came  out  of  the  bay. 

Awatska  Bay  has  within  its  mouth  a  noble  bason  of 
twenty-live  miles  in  circuit,  with  the  capacious  har- 
bours of  Tareinska  to  the  west,  Rakoweena  to  the  east, 
and  the  small  one  of  St.  Peter  and  St.  Paul  to  ihe 
north.  The  last  mentioned  is  a  most  convenient  little 
harbour.  It  will  hold  with  ease  half  a  dozen  ships 
uioored  head  and  slern,  and  is  lit  for  giving  them 
any  kind  of  repairs.  The  south  side  is  formed  by  a 
low  sandy  neck,  exceedingly  narrow,  on  which  the 
osh-og  is  built.  The  deepest  water  within  is  seven 
fathoms,  and  in  every  part  over  a  muddy  bottom.  There 
is  a  watering-place  at  the  head  of  the  harbour. 

The  commerce  of  this  country,  as  far  as  regards  the 
exports,  is  entirely  confined  to  furs,  and  carried  on  by 
a  company  of  merchants  instituted  by  the  empress. 
Besides  these,  there  are  many  iuferior  traders  (particu- 
larly Cossacks)  scattered  through  the  country.  For- 
merly this  commerce  was  altogether  carried  on  by  bar- 
ter, but  lately  every  article  is  bought  and  sold  for 
ready  money  only.  Our  sailors  brought  a  great  num- 
ber of  furs  with  them  from  the  coast  of  America,  and 
were  both  astonished  and  delighted  with  the  quantity 
of  silver  the  merchants  paid  down  for  them;  but  on 
finding  neither  gin-shops  to  resort  to,  nor  tobacco,  nor 
any  thing  else  that  they  cared  for,  to  be  had  for  money, 
the  roubles  soon  became  troublesome  companions,  and 
were  often  to  be  seen  kicked  about  the  decks. 

The  articles  of  importation  are  principally  European, 
several  likewise  come  from  Siberia,  Bucharea,  the  Cal- 
mucks,and  China.  They  consist  of  coarse  woollen  and 
linen  cloths,  yarn  stockings,  bonnets  and  gloves,  thin 
Persian  silks,  cottons  and  nankeens,  handkerchiefs,  brass 
and  copper  pans,iron  stoves,  files,guns,  powder  and  shot, 
liard  ware,  looking-glasses,  flour,  sugar,  tanned  hides,  &c. 
Though  the  merchants  have  a  large  profit  upon  these 
imported  goods,  they  have  still  a  larger  upon  the  furs 
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at  Kiaclitai  upon  tlio  froiiiierH  of  Ciiina^  wliicli  is  tlio 
|rrcat  market  for  tliciii.  Tho  best  sea-uller  skins  sell 
generally  in  Kanitsclialka  for  aboiil  thirty  roubles  each. 
The  Chinese  merchant  at  Kiachla  purchases  them  at 
more  than  double  that  price,  and  sells  them  ag-ain  at 
Pekin  at  a  ^reat  advance,  whence  a  farther  prolilable 
trade  is  made  with  some  of  them  to  Japan.  Jf,  tliere- 
i'ure,  a  skin  is  worth  thirty  roubles  in  Kamtschatka,  to 
be  transported  first  to  Okotzk,  thence  by  land  to 
Kiachla,  a  distance  of  1364  miles;  thence  to  Pekin, 
760  miles  more;  and  after  that  to  be  conveyed  to 
Japan,  what  a  prodigiously  advantageous  trade  might 
be  carried  on  direct  to  Japan,  which  is  about  a  fort- 
night or  three  weeks  sail  from  Kamtschatka! 

It  was  now  resolved,  in  consequence  of  the  latitude 
given  by  the  instruction  of  the  Board  of  Admiralty,  to 
run  along  the  Kuriles,  and  to  survey  the  eastern  coasts 
of  the  Japanese  islands,  previous  to  returning  home- 
wards ;  and  Captain  Gore  gave  orders  for  Macao  to  be 
the  place  of  rendezvous  in  case  of  separation. 

They  coasted  along  the  peninsula  of  Kamtschatka 
with  variable  weather,  and  on  the  12lh,  at  six  in  the 
afternoon,  they  saw,  from  the  mast-head,  Cape  Lo- 
patka,  the  southernmost  extremity  of  the  peninsula. 
Tills  point  of  land,  which  is  a  low  flat  cape,  formed  a 
marked  object  in  the  geography  of  the  eastern  coast  of 
Asia,  and  by  an  accurate  observation  and  several  good 
angles,  they  determined  its  precise  situation  to  be  in 
latitude  51°  0',  and  longitude  156°  45'.  At  the  same 
time  they  saw  too  the  first  of  the  Kuriie  islands, called 
Slioomsha,  and  on  the  next  day,  they  saw  the  second, 
Paramousir  ;  the  latter  is  the  largest  of  the  Kuriles  sub- 
ject to  Russia;  but  the  gale  increasing  from  the  west, 
they  were  never  able  to  approach  it  nearer  than  to  ob- 
serve its  general  aspect,  which  was  very  high  land, 
almost  entirely  covered  with  snow ;  and  to  ascertain  its 
situation,  which  was  found  to  be  !(/  west  longitude 
from  Lopalka,and  its  latitude  50°  46'  at  the  north,  and 
49°  58'  at  the  south  end. 

On  the  14th  and  l5th,  the  wind  blowing  steadily 
from  the  westward,  they  weie  obliged  to  stand  to  the 
southward,  and  were  consequently  hindered  from  seeing 
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any  more  of  the  Kurile  islands.  In  the  situation  they 
then  found  themselves,  thej  were  almost  surrounded 
by  the  supposed  discoveries  of  former  navigators.  To 
the  southward  and  south-west  were  placed,  in  the 
French  charts,  a  group  of  five  islands,  called  the  Three 
Sisters,  Zellany,  and  Zunasher.  They  were  about  ten 
leagues,  according  to  the  same  maps,  to  the  westward 
of  the  land  of  De  Gama ;  and  as  the  Company's  Land, 
Slaten  Island,  and  the  famous  land  cf  Jesso,  were  also 
supposed  to  lie  nearly  in  the  same  direction,  this  course 
was  deemed  to  deserve  the  preference,  and  they  hauled 
round  to  the  westward,  the  wind  having  shifted  to  the 
north.  A  succession  of  gales,  however,  and  now  and 
then  a  storm,  that  reduced  them  to  their  courses,  drove 
them  too  much  to  the  southward,  prevented  them  from 
falling  in  even  with  the  southernmost  of  the  Kurile 
islands,  and  obliged  them  at  last  to  give  up  all  further 
thoughts  of  discovery  to  the  north  of  Japan. 

On  the  22d,  the  gale  having  abated,  they  let  out  (he 
reefs  of  the  top-sails  and  made  more  sail.  At  nooir 
they  were  in  latitude  40°  58',  and  longitude  148°  17', 
and  two  small  laud-birds  being  taken  on  board,  plainly 
indicated  they  could  not  be  at  any  great  distance  from 
the  land  ;  they  theicfore  hauled  up  to  the  west-pn**(.h- 
west,  in  which  direction,  the  southernmost  islands  seen 
by  Spanber^,  and  said  to  be  inhabited  by  hairy  men, 
lay  at  the  distance  of  about  fifty  leagues.  They  saw  se- 
veral other  signs  of  land  ;  but,  on  the  24th,  the  wind 
shifted  to  the  north  and  blew  a  fresh  gale,  so  that  they 
finally  gave  up  all  further  search  for  islands  to  the  north 
of  Japan,  and  shaped  their  course  west-soulh-west,  for 
the  north  part  of  that  island. 

On  the  26th,  at  *ay-break,  they  descried  high  land 
to  the  westward,  which  proved  to  be  Japan.  The 
country  consisted  of  a  double  range  of  mountains ;  it 
abounded  with  wood,  and  had  a  pleasing  variety  of 
hills  and  dales.  They  saw  the  smoke  of  several  towns, 
and  many  houses  near  the  shore,  in  pleasant  and  culti- 
vated situations.  They  stood  off  and  on,  accord 
the  weather 
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noon,  when  they  lost  sight  of  the  land,  and  from  its 
breaking  off  so  suddenly,  they  conjectured  that  what 
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ihey  had  before  seen  was  a  cluster  of  islands,  l)^ing  off 
the  main  land  of  Japan.  The  next  day  they  saw  land 
again,  eleven  leagues  to  the  southward.  The  coast  ap- 
peared straight  and  unbroken ;  towards  the  sea  it 
was  low,  but  rose  gradually  into  hills  of  a  moderate 
height,  whose  tops  were  tolerably  even  and  covered 
with  wood. 

At  nine  o'clock,  the  wind  shifting  to  the  southward, 
they  tacked  and  stood  off  to  the  east^  and  soon  after 
they  saw  a  vessel  close  in  with  the  land,  standing  along 
sliore  to  the  northward,  and  another  in  the  offing, 
corning  down  before  the  wind.  Objects  of  any  kind, 
helouging  to  a  country  so  famous  and  yet  so  little 
known,  excited  a  general  curiosity^,  and  every  soul  on 
board  was  upon  deck  in  an  instant,  to  gaze  at  them. 
The  vessel  to  windward  passed  ahead  of  them  at  the 
distance  of  about  half  a  mile.  It  would  have  been 
easy  to  have  spoken  with  her ;  but  perceiving,  by  her 
manoeuvres,  that  siie  was  much  frightened,  Captain 
Gore  was  not  willing  to  augment  lier  terrors,  and 
thinking  that  they  should  have  many  better  opportuni- 
ties of  communicating  with  the  Japanese,  suffered  her 
to  go  off  without  interruption.  There  appeared  to  be 
about  six  men  on  board,  and, according  to  the  best  con- 
jectures that  could  be  formed,  the  vessel  was  about 
forty  tons  burden.  She  had  but  one  mast,  on  which 
was  hoisted  a  square  sail,  extended  by  a  yard  aloft,  the 
braces  of  which  worked  forward.  Half  way  down  the 
sail  came  three  pieces  of  black  cloth,  at  equal  distances 
from  each  other.  The  vessel  was  higher  at  each  end 
than  in  the  mid-ship,  and  from  her  appearance  and 
form  she  did  not  appear  to  be  able  to  sail  otherwise 
than  large. 

Soon  after  the  wind  increased  so  much,  that  our  na- 
vigators were  reduced  to  their  courses;  and  the  sea 
ran  as  high  as  any  one  on  board  ever  remembered  to 
have  seen  it.  If  the  Japanese  vessels  are,  as  Kaempfer 
describes  them,  open  in  the  stern,  it  would  not  have 
been  possible  for  those  they  saw  to  have  survived  the 
fury  of  the  storm;  but  as  the  appearance  of  the  wea- 
ther, all  the  preceding  part  of  the  day,  foreto'd  its 
coining,  and  ou9  of  the  sloops  had,  notwithstanding, 
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stood  far  out  lo  sea,  it  was  concluded  ihej  were  per- 
fectly capable  of  bearing  a  gale  of  wind. 

Our  navigators  were  blown  off  the  land  by  this  gale, 
but  on  the  SOlli  tliey  saw  it  again,  at  the  distance  of 
about  fifteen  leagues,  appearing  in  detached  parts,  but 
it  could  not  be  determined  whether  they  were  small 
islands,  or  parts  of  Japan. 

On  the  1st  of  November,  they  saw  a  number  of  Ja- 
panese vessels  close  in  with  the  land,  several  seemingly 
engaged  in  fishing,  and  others  standing  along  shore. 
Tliey  discovered  to  the  westward  a  remarkably  high 
mountain,  with  a  round  top,  rising  far  inland.  As 
this  was  the  most  remarkable  hill  on  the  coast,  they 
wished  to  have  settled  its  situation  exactly;  but  only 
having  had  a  single  view,  they  were  obliged  to  be  con- 
tented with  such  accuracy  as  their  circumstances  would 
allow.  Its  latitude  was  reckoned  to  be  35°  SCX  and  its 
longitude  140°  26'.  . 

As  the  Dutch  charts  make  the  coast  of  Japan  ex- 
tend about  ten  leagues  to  the  south-west  of  While 
Point  (supposed  to  be  the  southernmost  land  then  in 
sight)  our  navigators  stood  off  to  the  eastward,  lo 
•weather  the  point.  At  midnight  they  again  tacked, 
expecting  to  fall  in  with  the  land  to  the  southward, 
but  were  surprised  to  find,  in  the  morning,  that  during 
eight  hours  in  which  they  supposed  they  had  made  a 
course  of  nine  leagues  to  the  south-west,  they  had  in 
reality  been  carried  eight  leagues  in  a  direction  diame- 
trically opposite.  Whence  they  calculated  that  the  cur- 
rent had  set  to  the  north-east  by  north,  at  the  rate  of  at 
least  five  miles  an  hour. 

On  the  3d  of  November,  they  were  again  blown  oft' 
the  land  by  a  heavy  gale,  and  found  themselves  up- 
wards of  fifty  leagues  off,  which  circumstance,  toge- 
ther with  the  extraordinary  effect  of  the  currents  they 
had  experienced,  the  late  season  of  the  year,  the  un- 
sellled  stale  of  the  weather,  and  the  little  likelihood  uf 
any  change  for  the  better,  made  Captain  Gore  resolve 
to  leave  Japan  altogether,  and  proceed  in  the  voyage 
for  China. 

On  the  4lh  and  5lli,  our  navigators  continuing  their 
course  lo   the  soulh-easl,  passed    gfeal   quantities  ol 
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pnmice-slone.  These  stones  appeared  lo  Lave  been 
llirowfi  into  llie  sea  by  eruplions  of  various  dates,  as 
many  of  them  were  covered  with  barnacles,  and  others 
quite  bare.  On  the  13lii,  they  had  a  most  violent  ^ale 
from  the  northward.  In  the  morning  of  the  13lh,  the 
wind  sliifting  to  the  north-west,  brouglit  with  it  fair 
weather;  but,  though  they  were,  at  that  time,  nearly 
in  the  situation  given  to  the  island  of  San  Juan,  they 
saw  no  appearance  of  land.  They  continued  to  pass 
much  pumice-stone ;  indeed  the  prodigious  quantities 
of  that  substance  which  floated  in  the  sea,  between 
Japan  and  the  Bashee  Islands,  seemed  to  indicate  that 
some  great  volcanic  convulsion  must  have  happened  in 
that  part  of  the  Pacific  Ocean. 

On  the  14th,  they  discovered  two  islands,  and  on  the 
next  day  a  third ;  but  Captain  Gore,  finding  that  a 
boat  could  not  land  without  some  danger,  irou  the 
great  surf  tJiat  broke  on  the  shore,  kept  on  his  course 
to  the  westward.  The  middle  island  is  about  five  miles 
long;  the  south  point  is  a  high  barren  hill,  presenting 
an  evident  volcanic  crater.  The  earth,  rock,  or  sand, 
for  it  was  not  easy  to  distinguish  of  which  its  surface 
was  composed,  exhibited  various  colours,  and  a  con- 
siderable part  was  conjectured  lo  be  sulphur,  and  some 
of  the  officers  on  board  the  Resolution  thought  they 
saw  steams  rising  from  the  top  of  the  bill.  From 
these  circumstances,  Captain  Gore  gave  it  the  name  of 
Sulphur  Island.  A  long  narrow  neck  of  land  connects 
the  hill  with  the  south  end  of  the  island,  which  spreads 
out  into  a  circumference  of  three  or  four  leagues,  and 
is  of  moderate  height.  The  north  and  south  islands 
appeared  to  be  single  mountains  of  a  considerable 
height.  Sulphur  island  is  in  latitude  24°  48',  longitude 
1410  i^.  The  north  island  in  latitude  25°  14',  longi- 
tude 141°  l(y,  and  the  south  island  in  latitude  24°  22', 
and  longitude  141°  2(/. 

Hence  our  navigators  proceeded  for  the  Bashee 
Islands,  hoping  to  procure  at  them  such  a  supply  of 
refreshments  as  would  help  to  shorten  their  stay  at 
Macao;  but  Captain  Gore,  being  guided  by  the  opi- 
nions of  Commodore  and  Captain  VVallis,  as  to  the 
situation  of  these  islands,  which  differ  materially  from 
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Dampier's,  lliey  were  foiled  in  their  endeavour  to  find 
tliem»  altliougb,  in  the  day-time,  the  ships  spread  two 
or  three  leagues  from  eacholher,  and  in  the  night,  when 
under  an  easy  sail. 

On  the  27th,  being  in  longitude  118^  SOf,  and  having 
Gfot  to  the  westward  of  the  Bashees,  according  to  Mr. 
Byron's  account,  our  navigators  hauled  their  wind  to 
the  north-west,  hoping  to  weather  the  Prata  shoals; 
but  at  four  in  the  morning  of  the  28lh,  the  breakers 
were  close  under  their  lee;  at  daylight  they  saw  the 
island  of  Prata,  and  finding  they  could  not  weather  the 
shoal,  ran  to  leeward  of  it.  As  they  passed  the  south 
side,  they  saw  two  remarkable  patches  on  the  edge  of 
the  breakers,  that  looked  like  wrecks.  On  the  south- 
west side  of  the  reef,  and  near  the  south  end  of  the 
island,  they  thought  they  saw  openings  in  the  reefs 
which  promised  safe  afichorage. 

In  the  forenoon  of  the  29th,  they  passed  several  Chi- 
nese fishing-boats  ;  and  the  sea  was  covered  with  wrecks 
of  boats  that  had  been  lost,  as  they  conjectured,  in  the 
Jate  boisterous  weather,  lliey  were  in  latitude  22^  V, 
having  run  110  miles  since  the  preceding  noon. 

On  the  30th,  they  ran  along  the  Lema  Islands,  and 
got  a  Chinese  pilot  on  board.  In  obedience  to  the  in- 
struction given  to  Captain  Cook  by  the  Admiralty,  the 
captains  now  required  of  the  officers  and  men  of  both 
ships  to  give  up  their  journals,  and  what  other  papers 
they  had  in  their  possession  relative  to  the  voyage, 
which  was  cheerfully  complied  with;  and  at  nine 
o'clock  in  the  evening  of  the  following  day,  they  an- 
chored three  leagues  from  Macao. 

Here,  upon  sending  on  shore  to  negotiate  for  snp- 
plies  of  provisions,  &c.  they  first  received  intelligence 
of  the  occurrences  in  Europe,  during  the  protracted  pe- 
riod of  their  absence.  On  the  4lh  of  December,  they 
stood  into  theTypa,and  moored  with  the  stream-anchur 
and  cable  to  the  westward . 

Captain  King  was  sent  up  to  Canton  to  expedite  iho 
supplies  that  were  wanted,  and  experienced  every  pos- 
sible assistance  from  the  supercargoes  and  gentlemen 
of  the  Company's  factory  there.  The  purchase  of  the 
provisions  and  store    wanted  was  completed  on  tlic 
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^6lli,  and  the  whole  stock  was  sent  down  on  Itie  fol- 
lowing^ day,  by  a  vessel  wliioh  Captain  Gore  had  en- 
gaged for  the  purpose.    Twenty  sea-otter  skins  were 
sold  at  Canton,  by  Captain  King,  for  eight  hundred 
dollars.    At  the  ships  a  brisk  trade  was  carried  on  in 
the  same  article,  by  both  officers  and  seamen.     The 
sea-otter  skins  every  day  rose  in  value,  and  a  few 
prime  skins,  which  were  clean  and  well   preserved, 
were  sold  for  one  hundred  and  twenty  dollars  each. 
The  whole  amount  of  the  value,  in  specie  and  goods, 
that  was  got  for  the  furs  in  both  snips,  did  not  fall 
short  of  two   thousand  pounds  sterling,  and  it  was 
generally  supposed,  that  at  least  two-thirds  of  the 
quantity  originally  obtained  from  the  Americans  were 
spoiled  or  worn  out.  or  had  been  given  away  or  sold 
at  Kamlschatka.    In  consequence  hereof,  the  rage  with 
which  the  seamen  were  possessed  to  return  to  Cook's 
River,  and  by  another  cargo  of  skins  to  make  their 
fortunes,  was,  at  one  time,  not  far  short  of  mutiny. 
The  numerous  voyages  that  have  since  been  under- 
taken for  the  prosecution  of  the  trade  here  suggested, 
have  rendered  it  familiar  to  the  merchants,  both  of  Bri- 
tain and  of  America ;  and,  though  it  has  not  latterly 
been  productive  of  advantages  equal  to  those  which 
were  realized  by  the  first  adventurers,  is  still  a  branch 
of  commerce  that  is  successfully  pursued. 

The  barter  which  had  been  carrying  on  with  the 
Chinese  for  their  sea-otter  skins,  produced  a  very 
whimsical  change  in  the  dress  of  the  crews.  On  their 
arrival  in  the  Tvpa,  nothing  could  exceed  the  ragged 
appearance  both  of  the  younger  officers  and  seamen  ; 
almost  the  whole  of  their  original  stock  of  European 
clothes  having  been  long  worn  out,  or  patched  up  with 
skins,  or  the  various  manufactures  they  had  met  with 
in  the  course  of  their  discoveries.  These  were  now 
again  mixed  and  eked  out  with  the  gaudiest  silks  and 
cottons  of  China. 

On  the  11th  of  January,  two  seamen  belonging  to 
the  Resolution  ran  oflf  with  a  six  oared  culler,  and  were 
tiever  after  heard  of.  It  was  supposed  that  they  had 
been  seduced  by  the  prevailing  notion  of  making  a  for- 
tune by  returning  to  the  fur  islands. 

VOL.  II.  p 
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On  account  of  the  war  letween  Kngland  and  Ame- 
rica, with  France  and  Spain  as  her  allies,  of  which 
they  received  intelligence  at  Canton,  thej  put  them- 
selves in  the  best  posture  of  defence,  the  Resolution 
mounting  sixteen  guns,  and  the  Discovery  ten.  They 
had  reason,  however,  to  believe,  from  the  gcnerosify 
of  their  enemies,  that  these  precautions  were  super- 
fluous ;  being  informed  that  instructions  had  been 
found  on  board  all  the  French  ships  of  war  captured 
in  Europe,  directing  their  commanders,  in  case  of  lull- 
ing in  with  the  ships  that  sailed  under  the  command  of 
Captain  Cook,  to  suffer  them  to  proceed  without  mo- 
lestation ;  and  the  same  orders  were  also  said  to  have 
been  given  by  the  American  Congress  to  the  vessels 
employed  in  their  service.  In  return  for  these  liberal 
concessions,  Captain  Gore  resolved  to  refrain  from 
availing  himself  of  any  opportunities  of  capture,  and 
to  preserve,  throughout  the  remainder  of  the  voyage, 
the  strictest  neutrality. 

On  the  l^lh  of  January,  1780,  our  navigators  got 
nnder  sail  from  Macao;  on  the  19lli,  they  saw  Pulo 
Sapata,  and  on  the  ^'Olh,  descried  Pulo  Condore,  and 
anchored  in  the  harbour  at  the  south-west  end  of 
the  island.  The  town  is  situated  at  the  east  end,  and 
here  iUty  procured  eight  buffaloes,  with  other  re- 
freshments. From  the  untractableness  and  prodigious 
strength  of  the  bufraloos,it  was  both  a  tedious  and  dif- 
ficull  operation  to  get  them  on  board.  The  method  of 
conducting  them  was  by  passing  ropes  through  their 
nostrils  and  round  their  horns ;  but,  having  been  once 
enraged  at  the  sight  of  our  men,  they  became  so 
furious,  that  they  sometimes  broke  the  trees  to  which 
they  were  often  under  the  necessity  of  being  tied; 
sometimes  they  tore  asunder  the  cartilage  of  the  nos- 
tril through  which  the  ropes  ran,  and  got  loose.  On 
these  occasions,  all  the  exertions  of  the  men  to  recover 
them  would  have  been  ineilectual,  without  the  assis- 
tance of  some  young  boys,  whom  these  animals  would 
permit  to  approach  them,  and  by  whose  little  manage- 
ment their  rage  was  soon  appeased.  A  circumstance 
respecting  these  animals,  which  was  thought  no  less 
singular  tlian  their  gentleness  toward,  and,  as  it  should 
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Reein,  affection  for,  litlle  cliildren,  was,  lliat  they  bad 
not  been  twenty-four  bours  on  board,  before  they  be- 
came the  tamest  of  all  creatures.  Gnptaiu  Kins^  kept 
two  of  litem,  a  male  and  a  female,  for  a  contiiderable 
time,  which  became  g^reat  favourites  with  the  sailors ; 
and  thinking  that  a  breed  of  animals  of  such  strength 
and  size,  some  of  them  weighing  when  dressed,  seven 
hundred  pounds,  would  be  a  valuable  acquisition,  in- 
tended to  have  brought  them  with  him  to  England, 
but  his  intention  was  frustrated  by  an  incurable  liiiit 
which  one  of  them  received  at  sea. 

Our  navigators  remained  here  till  the  28th  of  Ja- 
nuary, when  they  unmoored  and  proceeded  on  their 
homeward  voyage,  passing  through  the  Straits  of 
Banca,  and  of  Siinda,  without  any  occurrence  worthy 
of  particular  remark.  They  saw  two  or  three  Dutch 
ships  in  the  Straits  of  Sunda.  They  watered  at  Prince's 
Island  at  the  entrance  of  the  Straits,  and  got  a  supply  ' 
of  fowls  and  turtle  there. 

rVom  the  time  of  their  entering  the  Straits  of  Banca, 
they  began  to  experience  the  powerful  effects  of  the 
pestilential  climate,  and  malignant  putrid  fevers,  with 
obstinate  coughs  and  dysenteries,  prevailed  amongst 
the  crews,  happily,  however,  without  one  fatal  termi- 
nation. 

On  the  18lh  of  February  they  left  the  Straits  of 
Sunda;  in  the  night  between  the  25th  and  26th,  they 
experienced  a  most  violent  storm,  during  which  almost 
every  sail  they  had  bent  was  split  to  rags,  and  the  next 
da)'  they  were  obliged  to  bend  their  last  suit  of  sails, 
aitd  to  knot  and  splice  the  rigging,  their  cordage  being 
all  expended. 

On  the  7th  of  April,  they  saw  the  land  of  Africa,  and 
on  the  9th,  they  fell  in  with  an  English  East  India  packet, 
that  had  left  Table  Bay  three  days  before.  On  the 
evening  of  the  12th,  they  dropped  anchor  in  False 
Bay,  and  the  next  morning  stood  into  Simon's  Bay. 

Having  conipieled  their  victualling,  and  furnished 
themselves  with  the  necessary  supply  of  nuval  stores, 
our  navigators  sailed  out  of  the  bay  on  the  9th  of  May, 
On  the  12th  of  June,  they  passed  the  equator  for  the 
fourth  time  duiing  the  voyage.     On  tlie  12lh  of  Au- 
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gustf  they  made  tbe  western  coast  of  Ireland,  and,  after 
a  fruitless  attempt  to  put  into  Port  Galway,  they  were 
obliged,  by  strong  southerly  winds,  to  steer  to  the 
northward;  and, on  the  26th  of  August,  both  ships 
came  to  an  anchor  at  Stromness  in  the  Orkneys,  whence 
Captain  King  was  dispatched  by  Captain  Gore,  to  ac- 
quaint the  Board  of  Admiralty  of  tlieir  arrival.  On 
the  firstof  October,  the  ships  arrived  safe  at  the  Nore, 
after  an  absence  of  four  years,  two  months,  and  twenty- 
two  days. 


THE  MORAL 


'2ln  ©tjc. 


MY  MISS  FIELEN  MARIA  WILLIAMS, 


Fair  Otaheite,  fondly  bless'd 
By  him,  who  long  was  doomed  to  brave 
The  fury  of  the  polar  wave, 
That  fiercely  mounts  the  frozen  rock 
Where  the  harsh  sea-bird  rears  her  nest, 
And  learns  the  raging  surge  to  mock — 
There,  Night,  that  loves  eternal  storm, 
Deep  and  lengthened  darkness  throws, 
And  untried  Danger's  doubtfni  form 
lis  half-seen  horror  shows ! 
While  Nature,  with  a  look  so  wild, 
Loans  on  the  cliifs  in  chaos  piPd ; 
That  here,  the  aw'd,  astonish'd  mind 
Forgets,  in  that  overwhelming  hour, 
When  her  rude  hands  the  storms  unbind, 
In  all  the  madness  of  her  power; 
That«he  who  spreads  the  savage  gloom. 
That  she  can  dress  in  melting  grace. 
In  sportive  Summer's  lavish  bloom. 
The  awful  terrors  of  her  face  ; 
And  wear  the  sweet  perennial  smile 
That  charms  in  Otaheite's  isle. 

Yet,  amid  her  fragrant  bowers, 
Where  Spring,  whose  dewy  fingers  strew 
0*er  other  lands  some  fleeting  flowers. 
Lives,  in  blossoms  ever  new; 
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VVIieiire  arose  that  shriek  of  pain  ? 
Whence  the  tear  that  Hows  in  vain? — 
Death  !  Ihy  unrelenting  hand 
Tears  some  transient  linnian  band — 
Kternity!  rich  plant,  that  blows 
Beneath  a  brijj^hter,  happier  sky, 
I'ime  is  a  fading  branch,  that  grows 
On  thy  pure  stem,  and  blooms  to  die. 

What  art  thou,  Death? — terrilic  shade, 
In  unpierc'd  gloom  arrav'd  ! — 
Oft  will  daring  Fancy  si  ray 
Far  in  the  central  wastes,  where  Night 
Divides  no  cheering  hour  with  Day, 
And  unnain'd  horrors  meet  her  sight ; 
There  thy  form  she  dimly  sees, 
•     And  round  the  shape  unfinished  throws 
All  her  frantic  vision  shows 
When  numbing  fears  her  spirit  freeze — 
But  can  mortal  voice  declare 
If  Fancy  paints  thee  as  thoi»  art  P 
Thy  aspect  may  a  terror  wear 
Her  pencil  never  shall  impart ; 
The  eye  that  once  on  thee  shall  gaze 
No  more  its  stiiTenM  orb  can  raise ; 
The  lips  that  could  tby  power  reveal 
Shall  lasting  silence  instant  seal — 
In  vain  the  icy  hand  we  fold, 
In  vain  the  breast  with  tears  we  slee|), 
The  heart,  that  shar'd  each  pang,  is  cold, 
The  vacant  eye  no  more  can  weep. 

* 

Vet  from  the  shore  where  Ganges  rolls 
His  wave  beneath  tiir  torrid  ray, 
To  E<irlh's  chill  verge,  where  o*er  the  poles 
Fall  the  last  beams  of  lingVing  day. 
For  ever  sacred  are  the  dead  ! 
Sweet  Fancy  comes  in  Sorrow's  aid. 
And  bids  the  mourner  lightly  tread 
Where  th'  insensate  clay  is  laid  ; 
Bids  partial  gloom  the  sod  invest 
By  the  muuld'ri ng  relics  press'd ; 
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Tlien  lavish  strews,  with  sad  delight, 
VVhate'er  her  outisecraliiiji^  power 
Reveres  uf.  herb,  or  fruit,  or  flower, 
And  fondly  weaves  the  various  rito<. 

See!  o'er  Otaheilc's  plain 
Moves  the  lon^,  funereal  train  ; 
8low  the  pallid  corse  they  bear, 
Oft  they  breathe  the  solemn  prayer  : 
Where  the  ocean  bathes  the  land 
Thrice,  and  thrice,  with  pious  hand, 
The  priest,  when  hiji^h  the  billow  springs, 
From  the  wave  unsullied,  flings 
Waters  pure,  that,  sprinkled  near. 
Sanctify  the  hallow'd  bier  : 
But  never  may  one  drop  profane 
The  relics  with  forbidden  stain! 
Now  around  the  fun'ral  shrine, 
Led  in  mystic  mazes,  twine 
Garlands,  where  the  plainlain  weaves 
With  the  palm's  luxuriant  leaves; 
And  o'er  eacii  sacred  knot  is  spread 
The  plant  devoted  to  the  dead. 

Five  pale  moons  with  trembling  light 
Shall  gaze  upon  the  lengthen^  rite  ; 
Shall  see  distracted  Beauty  tear 
The  tresses  of  her  flowing  hair  : 
Those  shining  locks,  no  longer  dear. 
She  wildly  scatters  o'er  the  bier  ; 
And  careless  gives  the  frequent  wound 
That  bathes  in  precious  blood  the  ground. 

When  along  the  western  sky, 
Da)''s  reflected  colours  die, 
And  Twilight  rules  the  doubtful  hour 
Ere  slow  pac'd  Night  resumes  her  power; 
.Mark  the  cloud  that  lingers  still 
Darkly,  on  the  hanging  hill  I 
There  the  disembodied  Mind 
Hears,  upon  the  hollow  wind, 


•215 


'ii6  APPENDIX. 

In  unequal  oadonoe  thrown, 
Sorrow's  oU-repeated  moan  : — 
Slill  some  human  passions  sway 
The  spirit  late  immersed  in  clay  j 
Slill  the  faithful  sigh  is  dear, 
Slill  bulov'd  the  fruitless  tear ! 

Five  waning  moons,  with  wand'rinjr  light, 
Have  pass'd  the  shadowy  boimd  of  night, 
And  mingled  their  departing  ray 
With  the  soft  fires  of  earl^  day ; 
Let  the  last  sad  rite  be  paid 
Grateful  to  the  conscious  shade : 
Let  the  priest,  with  pious  care, 
Now  the  wasted  relics  bear 
Where  the  Morai's  awful  gloom 
Shrouds  the  venerable  tomb; 
Let  the  plaintain  lift  its  head. 
Cherished  emblem  of  the  dead ; 
Slow  and  solemn,  o'er  the  grave, 
Let  the  twisted  plumage  wave, 
Symbol  hallow'd,  and  divine. 
Of  the  god  who  jE^uards  the  shrine. — 
Hark ! — that  shriek  of  strange  despair 
Never  shall  disturb  the  air, 
Never,  never  shall  it  rise 
But  for  Nature's  broken  ties  !-* 
Bright  crescent !  that  with  lucid  smile 
Gild'st  the  Morai's  lofty  pile, 
Whose  broati  lines  of  shadow  throw 
A  gloomy  horror  far  below  ; 
Witness,  O  recording  Moon  I 
All  the  rites  are  duly  done  ^ 
Be  the  faithful  tribute  o'er. 
The  hov'ring  spirit  asks  no  more ! 
Mortals,  cease  the  pile  to  tread. 
Leave,  to  silence,  leave  the  dead. 

But  where  may  she  who  loves  to  slrny 
Mid  shadows  of  funereal  gloom, 
And  courts  the  sadness  of  the  tomb, 
Where  may  she  seek  that  proud  Morai, 
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Whose  clear  memorial  points  the  place 

Where  fell  the  friend  of  human  race  ? 

Ye  lonely  Isles !  on  ocean*8  bound 

Ye  bloomed,  thro*  time's  long  flight  unknown, 

Till  Cook  the  untrack'd  billow  pass'd, 

Till  he  along  the  surges  cast 

Philanthropy's  connecting  zone. 

And  spreaa  her  loveliest  blessings  round. 

Not  like  that  murdVous  band  he  came, 

Who  stain'd  with  blood  the  new-found  West ; 

Nor  as,  with  unrelenting  breast. 

From  Britain's  free  enlightened  land. 

Her  sons  now  seek  Angola's  strand  y 

Each  tie  most  sacred  to  unbind, 

To  load  with  chains  a  brother's  frame, 

And  plunge  a  dagger  in  the  mind  ; 

Mock  the  sharp  anguish  bleeding  there 

Of  Nature  in  her  last  despair !  ^ 

Great  Cook  !  Ambition's  lofty  flame, 
So  oft  directed  to  destroy, 
Led  thee  to  circle  with  thy  name. 
The  smile  of  lo  v,  and  hope,  and  joy ! 
Those  flres,that  lend  the  dang'rous  blaze 
The  devious  comet  trails  afar, 
Might  form  the  pure  benignant  rays 
That  gild  the  morning's  gentle  star — 
Sure,  where  the  Hero's  ashes  rest, 
The  nations  late  emerg'd  from  night 
Still  haste — with  love's  unwearied  care  : 
That  spot  in  lavish  flowers  is  dress'd. 
And  fancy's  dear  inventive  rite 
Still  paid  with  fond  observance  there ! 

Ah  no  ! — around  his  fatal  grave 
No  lavish  flowers  were  ever  strew'd, 
No  votive  gifts  were  ever  laid — 
His  blood  a  savage  shore  bedew'd  ! 
His  iimti^led  limbs,  one  hasty  prajer, 
One  pious  tear  by  friendship  paid, 
Were  cast  upon  the  raging  wave! 
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Deep  in  the  wild  abyss  he  lies, 
Far  from  the  cherish'd  scene  of  home ; 
Far,  far  from  Her  ¥v hose  faithful  sighs 
A  husband's  trackless  course  pursue  ; 
Whose  tender  fancy  loves  to  roam 
With  him  o'er  lands  and  oceans  new: 
And  gilds  with  Hope's  deluding  form 
The  gloomy  path-way  of  the  storm. 

Yet,  Cook  !  immortal  wreaths  are  thine  !• 
While  Albion^s  grateful  toil  shall  raise 
The  marble  tomb,  the  trophied  bust. 
For  ages  faithful  to  its  trust ; 
While,  eager  to  record  thy  praise. 
She  bids  the  Muse  of  History  twine 
The  chaplet  of  undying  fame. 
And  tell  each  polish'd  land  thy  worlh  : 
The  ruder  natives  of  the  earth 
Shall  oft  repeat  thy  honourM  name  ; 
While  infants  catch  the  frequent  sound, 
And  learn  to  lisp  the  oral  tale  ; 
Whose  fond  remembrance  shall  prevail 
Till  Time  has  reach'd  his  deslin'd  bound. 


r  I N  i  s, 


C.  Wliiltinzham,  CoHet,'e  House,  Chiswick. 
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